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Bien Zue-Sun — The Career Banker

Bien Zue-Sun (* & 3%) (1884-1968) was the Tientsin Rotary Club (% 23 #4+) President 1930-
1931 when he was a director of the Bank of China (¥ ®42{), concurrently the Tientsin Office
Manager. Bien had been the authorized person to underwrite the national currency banknotes
of the Republican China. Bien was a career banker since 1912 until 1954. He had served the
Bank of China for half of a century, and had built a solid foundation on the banking system for
today’s Bank of China which is now the major banking vehicle of the state.

Tientsin Rotary Club was formed in 1922-1923, and was one of the major international
organizations in the city, until its termination on 24 January 1952. Bien had exemplified the
Rotary Vocational Service through his “entire life in the Classification of Banking -- High
ethical standards in business and professions; the recognition of the worthiness of all useful
occupations; and the dignifying of his occupation as an opportunity to serve society; the
application of the ideal of service in his personal, business, and community life”. He served
several terms as president/chairman of the Tientsin Bankers’ Association, and Chamber of
Commerce, respectively. In February 1921, Bien was decorated by the Beiyang Government of
the Republican China (¥ & = B #" ¥ #< ft), the Order of the Golden Grain 2nd Class (= % &+
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#> % ). In May 1923, he was again decorated with the Order of the Striped Tiger 3rd Class (= %
HoOER).

Tientsin (Tianjin) (% 2) was a treaty port as a result of {(The Treaty of Tientsin) , a series of
treaties that signed in June 1858 by the Ch’ing Empire (=~ 7 &) with the foreign powers of
Russia, the Second French Empire, the United Kingdom, and the United States, respectively.
The port of Tientsin was opened to foreign trade, permitted foreign legations, allowed
Christian missionary activity, and the establishment of settlements which was composed of
representatives from each of the occupying forces (Russian, British, Japanese, German,
French, American, Austro-Hungarian, and Italian). The city was governed by this
International Settlement Council until 15 August 1902 when the city was returned to Ch’ing
Empire’s control. After the establishment of the Republic of China in 1912, western nations
were once permitted to garrison the area to ensure open access to Peking (Beijing) (# ».). The
British maintained a brigade of two battalions in Tientsin, and the Italians, French, Japanese,
Germans, Russians, and Austro-Hungarians maintained understrength regiments; the United
States did not initially participate. During World War I in 1914-1918, the German and Austro-
Hungarian garrisons were captured and held as Prisoners of War by Allied Forces while the
Bolshevik government withdrew the Russian garrison in 1918. In 1920, the remaining
participating nations asked the United States to join them. Because of the rapid development
of industry, commerce and finance, Tientsin was established as a municipality of China in 1927.
From 1930 to 1935, Tientsin was the provincial capital of Hopeh (Hebei) (i# #* %4 ), after that re-

established as a municipality.

Bien Zue-Sun was born in 1884 in Wuchang City, Hupeh (Hubei) Province, Ch’ing Empire (+
B 4 & b ). Hestudied at the Aurora College (% & ¥ f=), Shanghai (1 /%), from 1904
to 1905. He went to the United States in November 1906. He studied Political Science and
Economics at the Brown University, Rhode Island, from 1907 to 1912 when he graduated with
the Bachelor Degree of Philosophy (Ph.B.). In June 1912, Bien was appointed James
Manning’s Scholar for excellence in college studies on graduation. He was the author of

( Education as a Means of Social Progress) .

Bien returned to the Republican China in September 1912 and was at once appointed Assistant
Secretary of the Bank of China in Peking. He was Sub-Manager of the Issue Department of the
same Bank in 1913-1914; Assistant Inspector in 1914 and Inspector General 1914-1916.

From 1916 to 1920, Bien was Chief Secretary and Inspector General of the Chung Foo Union
Bank (¥ ¥ 4£3{7) in Tientsin. In September 1920 he was appointed Manager of Tientsin Office
in the Bank of China. In 1922 he was given the concurrent post as Manager of the Peking
Office of the Bank of China, until 1945. Since 1924, the Bank’s Tientsin Office was assigned as
the regional office for northern China governing the operations in 6 provinces and 2 special
municipalities including Peking. Bien was then practically the regional head of the Bank.
From 1942 until the end of 1949, Bien was the Deputy General Manager of the Bank of China
before his retirement, and remained to serve the Board as a director until 1954. The Bank was
handed-over to the Central Government of the People’s Republic of China (¥ # 4 % £ {=&).
Bien Zue-Sun moved to Hong Kong in 1949 followed by migration to the United States in 1951.
He passed away in California on 7 October 1968 at the age of 84.



National Currency Notes of Places (1918) -- The Republic of China

Bank of China issued national currency notes of places in 1 Yuan, 5 Yuan and 10 Yuan printed
by American Bank Note Company in 1918. The place names were printed in the shade of the
notes without the characters of “Redeemable Notes”. This batch of notes was issued in
different places with part of the issuance shifting from one place to another, for example,
“Peking Local Notes Substituted for Tientsin Local Notes”, etc. Such shifting of banknote
issuing places was a feature of Bank of China banknote issuance during that period of time.

Banknotes signed by Z. S. Bien as Tientsin Office Manager, Bank of China
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Family photo of Bien Zue-Sun --- 1 daughter and 6 sons
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the Bank of China established a branch in Tientsin.
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The former Bank of China Tientsin Office located in the International Settlement
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