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Shenyang City – the unique home of 

3 Rotary Clubs under 3 Different Regimes 

By Herbert K. Lau (劉敬恒) (Rotary China Historian) 

1 December 2019 

 

 
 

Shenyang City (瀋陽/沈阳), a major Chinese sub-provincial city and the provincial capital of 

Liaoning Province (遼寧省), has been the home of 3 Rotary clubs under 3 different regimes: 

(1) 1929 -- The State of Manchuria (Manchukuo) (滿洲國) – Mukden Rotary Club (奉天ロータ

リー俱樂部), Charter #3116 dated 11 April 1929 but was terminated on 31 December 1940. 

(2) 1948 -- Republic of China (中華民國) – Mukden/Shen-Yang Rotary Club (瀋陽扶輪社), 

retaining Charter #3116 dated 31 March 1948 but was terminated on 21 December 1950. 

(3) 2017 -- People’s Republic of China (中华人民共和国) – Shenyang Rotary Club (沈阳扶轮

社), admitted to Rotary International on 20 October 2017 and is still active. 

 

Shenyang, literally means “the yang side of the Shen River” and refers to the location of the 

Hun River (渾河) (formerly called the Shen River 瀋水), a major tributary of the Liao River (遼河), 

on the southern side of the city.  According to Chinese naming tradition, a river’s north bank and 

a mountain’s south slope are angled more towards direct sunlight and thus are considered the 

“sunny”, or “yang”, side.  The city site is a flat, low-lying alluvial plain, although the land rises to 

the east toward the forested slopes of the Changbai Mountains (長白山脈). 

Shenyang has passed through the control of many states and peoples in history.  In the 14th 

Century, Shenyang came under the control of the Ming Dynasty (大明國).  The city served as an 

important Han Chinese (漢族) military stronghold during the Ming period.  The Manchu people 

conquered Shenyang from the Ming in the 17th Century and briefly used it as the capital of the 

Manchu Empire.  In 1905, the Battle of Mukden (奉天會戰) took place south of Shenyang during 

the Russo-Japanese War.  The Imperial Japan’s subsequent victory allowed Tokyo to annex the 

region west of the old city and to increase influence on Shenyang; in September 1931 the Mukden 

Incident (九•一八瀋陽事變) led the Japanese to further invade and occupy the rest of Northeast 

China, forming the puppet state of Manchukuo (滿洲國).  After the Japanese surrender in 1945, 

Shenyang remained a Kuomintang (Nationalist Party) (中國國民黨) stronghold, but the Chinese 

Communist Party (中國共產黨) captured it in 1948 after the Liaoshen Campaign (遼瀋會戰). 
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Mukden Rotary Club (奉天ロータリー俱樂部) 

 

In the early 17th Century the Manchu controlled all of Manchuria, and Shenyang, renamed 

“Mukden” (Manchu: “Magnificent Metropolis”; the equivalent Chinese name is Shengjing 盛京), 

proved an admirable organizing base for the conquest of Ming.  In 1644, when the Manchu 

supplanted the Ming on the imperial throne and established the Ch’ing Empire (大清國) (1644–

1911/12), they transferred their capital to the former Ming capital at Peking (Beijing) (北京).  

However, Mukden retained its prestige as the older capital of the reigning dynasty; the tomb 

complexes of earlier Manchu rulers.  Thereafter the city grew steadily, especially in the last half of 

the 19th Century, when Han immigration to Manchuria reached flood proportions.  For a time 

during the Ch’ing Empire, the city was called by the name “Fengtien” (奉天府) in Mandarin (for 

Fengtien Prefecture, set up there in 1657).  In the period of struggle between Russia and Japan for 

dominance in Manchuria after 1895, Mukden was inevitably one of the key positions.  From that 

time, when the Russians gained rights to build railroads in Manchuria, Mukden was a Russian 

stronghold.  During the Russo-Japanese War (1904–1905), it was the scene of the Battle of 

Mukden, when the city was finally taken by the Japanese Empire.  However after the fall of the 

Ch’ing Empire and by 1914 it was ruled by warlords, of the Republic of China.  The city name was 

changed back to “Shenyang”, which was the provincial capital Liaoning Province, and had been the 

largest city in Manchuria.  But the city continued to be known as “Mukden” (or Moukden) in 

some English sources and in Japan through much of the first half of 20th Century. 

In the early 20th Century, Shenyang began expanding out of its old city walls.  The Shenyang 

Railway Station on the South Manchuria Railway and the Shenyang North Railway Station on the 

Peking-Fengtien Railway (京奉鐵路), both west of the old city, became the new commercial centers 

of Shenyang.  In the 1920s, Mukden was the capital of the warlord Chang Tso-lin (張作霖).  At 

the time, several factories were built by Chang to manufacture ammunition in the northern and 

eastern suburbs.  These factories laid the foundation for Shenyang’s industrial development. 

After the Mukden Incident on 18 September 1931, the Japanese further invaded and occupied 

the rest of Manchuria in northeast Chinese mainland, and created the puppet state of Manchukuo.  

During the Manchukuo era (1932–1945), the city was again called “Mukden 奉天” , and was 

developed by the Japanese into a center of heavy industry.  The Imperial Japan was able to 

exploit resources in Manchuria using the extensive network of railroads, such as, vast expanses of 

Manchurian forest were chopped down.  The development of Mukden was also unbalanced in this 

period---municipal facilities were mostly located in Japanese residential areas, though its original 

cultural heritage was allowed to retain while undergoing modernization.  Mukden had become a 

leading Japanese industrial and commercial center in Manchukuo.   
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Rotary Extension to Mukden 

 

    Shown on this page is a picture in 1929 of the organizing committee of the Rotary Club at 

Mukden, the second to be formed in that State of Manchuria.  Thus Rotary continued its forward 

march in the Far East.  Here in the ancient seat of the Manchu Empire, with the tombs of the 

ancient rulers within the very confines of the city, came a modern institution which recokoned in 

terms of dynasties was born but yesterday, but having principles of universial, humantarian 

service, same of which were first voiced by Confucius. 

 
The organizing committee of the Rotary Club of Mukden --- Left to right, seated, were: S. Takahashi, J. Suzuki, T. 

Sahara (Chairman), T. Amano, and T. Taketa.  J. Furusawa (standing) was the vice-president of the Rotary Club of 

Dairen, and acted as the special representative in the organization of the new club. 

 

Umekichi Yoneyama (米山梅吉), Governor of the 70th District, wrote to Chesley R. Perry, 

Rotary International Secretary on 8 January 1939 from Tokyo, Japan: 

[I venture to inform you we have quite a hope of organizing a club in Mukden, South Manchuria.  

It is not premature, I believe, to take step towards it, because inspired by the establishment of 

Rotary Club of Dairen several prominent businessmen in Mukden are now tendering to me their 

earnest desire to have one there also.  As you know, Mukden is the centre of Manchuria and its 

commercial, social, civic and educational conditions seem to be developed insomuch that they 

may affect success of a Rotary club and serve spreading the movements further.  I shall be very 

glad if you let me know of your intention by wire, on receipt of which I hope to act upon the 

matter immediately.] 

In addition, these facts about Mukden were also provided: 

(1) Population 336,411--- with 286,000 Chinese, 29,157 Korean, 19,524 Japanese, 1,730 Others 

(2) Consulates--- French Republic, British Empire, Japanese Empire, Weimar Republic and Nazi 

Germany, Kingdom of Italy, United States of America, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 

(USSR). 

(3) Banks--- Yokohama Specie Bank (橫濱正金銀行); Bank of Chosen (朝鮮銀行); Kung Tsi Bank of 

Fengtien (奉天公濟平市銭號); Seiryu Bank (正隆銀行); Bank of Manchuria (東三省銀行); etc. 
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(4) Manufacturing Plants--- South Manchurian Sugar Mfg.; Mukden Linen Goods Mfg.; Man-Mo 

Woollen Goods Mfg.; Oriental Tobacco Mfg., etc. 

(5) Newspapers--- Political Gazette; Hoten Shimbun (奉天新聞); Hoten Nichi-Nichi Shimbun (奉

天日日新聞); Hoten Mainichi Shimbun (奉天毎日新聞), etc. 

(6) Churches & Temples--- English Christian Church; French Roman Catholic Church; Japanese 

Christian Church; Mission Chapel of Hongwanji Temple. 

(7) Schools--- Chinese: Law School, Military School, Normal School, Fengtien Middle School; 

Japanese: South Manchuria Railway Company’s Medical College and Middle Schools, Girls’ 

High School for Japanese and Chinese, Fengtien Foreign Language School. 

(8) Hospitals--- The Japan Red Cross Society Hospital; South Manchuria Railway Hospital; 

Hospital of the United Free Church of Scotland. 

(9) Industries--- Industries generally have not yet so much developed as even to meet the local 

demands which have of late greatly increased both in variety and in quantity because of the 

recent rapid growth of population and the conspicuous progress in social and civic conditions of 

the native inhabitants.  But they shall attain before long a high degree of development that the 

city may stand really as an important industrial centre.  In fact, it is a remarkable tendency that 

the investments by the Japanese and other foreign interests are steadily increasing and large 

factories are to be established. 

(10) Commerce--- Mukden is the greatest distribution centre for goods in the middle South 

Manchuria.  The chief exports are bean, bean-cakes, millet, wheat, rice, tobacco, hemp, drugs, 

and leathers.  Above all the city is the greatest market of the fur trade in Manchuria.  The chief 

imports are cotton cloth, cotton yarn, paper, kerosene, sugar, metal manufactures and 

miscellaneous goods.  The returns for 1926 show that goods transported from the Mukden 

Station amounted to 331,541 tons while those brought in totaled 1,510,190, together aggregating 

1,741,731 tons.  There are two chambers of commerce, one in the walled-city, and one in New 

Town. 

 

Approval from Rotary International 

 

On 6 February 1929, Chesley R. Perry replied: 

[We are enclosing confirmation of our cablegram of 5 February informing you that Mukden is 

approved for organization. 

Mukden is on the approved list of cities in which Rotary clubs may be organized and we know 

that we can trust your good judgment in organizing a club there.  We also know that if a club is 

organized at Mukden you will check over the charter list carefully to see that not more than three 

minor classifications appear under any one major classification. 

The classification terminology on all charter lists must be checked up before they are sent on  

to the Board for approval.  In the case of clubs near here it doesn’t mean so much delay in time 

to check up on an improperly written list, but in view of the distance separating us it would cause 

regrettable delay if any check-ups had to be made on lists.  That is why we appreciate so much 
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the thorough work and the careful scrutiny of charter lists by governors of the more far-away 

districts.] 

    The provisional Rotary Club of Mukden submitted its “Application from Club for 

Membership” to Rotary International on 8 March 1929 together with a Charter Members list of 21 

ethnic Japanese.  Regular meetings would be held on every Saturday, 12:30 – 1:30 p.m. at 

Yamato Hotel (大和旅館), Mukden. 

On 20 March 1929, District Governor Umekichi Yoneyama wrote to Chesley R. Perry, Rotary 

International Secretary: 

[While I am thanking you for your kind consideration to the application for membership of R. I. 

made by Mukden Club, I shall further be obliged if you will exert your personal effort so that the 

Board will charter the Mukden Club in an earliest opportunity. 

The reason of my so asking is that the newly born club wishes to present at the first district 

conference to be held at Kyoto on April 27th and 28th.  For my part I am also very desirous to 

include the said club as a member of the Rotary family in my district at the conference. 

The district conference is, by the way, duly prepared by me and the conference committee and I 

have every reason to believe that the first district conference will be successful one in every 

respect through Rotary principle. 

I am looking forward to receiving your cable advice stating that Mukden Club is chartered.] 

Sponsored by the Rotary Club of Tokyo, Japan, Mukden Rotary Club was admitted to Rotary 

International on 11 April 1929 with Charter #3116, and was grouped in the 70th District. 

 

Empire and Boosterism of the Tokyo Style 

 

This Rotary extension can be said as the result of the “Empire and Boosterism of the Tokyo 

Style”.  A sense of arrival pervades the Tokyo Rotary Club’s activities and speeches throughout the 

1920s as the Japanese clubs grew in reputation worldwide---and the Japanese Empire itself 

continued its expansion.  Members of the Chinese Rotary clubs, however, began complaining by 

the early 1930s that the Japanese Rotarians were using their clubs in Manchuria and their control 

of the 70th District as a vehicle for expansion of the Japanese Empire into all of East Asia and the 

“South Seas”.  The Chinese Rotarians had good reason for concern. 

When Suzuma Suzuki (Classification “Linen Goods—Manufacturing”) spoke on his visit in 

Mukden and Dairen (Dalian) (大連) in August 1929, he recounted the eagerness of fellow Japanese 

businessmen of those cities to establish their own Rotary clubs because, he explained to his Tokyo 

Rotary Club: “Manchuria is considered by the world as the richest treasure house, and all nations 

are making investigation concerning it.  The key to the hidden treasure is now held by our 

brother Rotarians in Dairen and Mukden, and they are anxiously waiting to show us the secret, 

so that we may all come back millionaires.  This is the best and probably the only opportunity 

we shall have for grabbling the treasure which all nations are looking for!” 

For Suzuki, time was the essence.  The future Rotarians of Manchuria could prove an 

invaluable resource for the expansion of Japanese economic interests in those key cities, so Suzuki 
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formed the “on-to-Dairen-and-Mukden committee” that week as a way to drum up support for a 

joint business trip to those cities by Tokyo Rotarians.  Forming such a committee was standard 

procedure in Rotary’s brand of boosterism.  When the Dairen-Mukden Charter Night came to 

pass in early October 1929, 72 Rotarians and spouses from Tokyo arrived in the Dairen harbour 

and were greeted by “Rotary flags streaming upon the roof of the pier, and many members with 

ladies waiting to welcome us.”  At the celebration dinner itself, “the dining room was tastefully 

decorated with the flags of many nations and that of Rotary International.  Vice-President 

Ohdaira [of the new Dairen Rotary Club] … spoke of the phenomenal growth Rotary is making 

throughout the world” while the Club’s other Vice-President, Furusawa, told of “how the Club had 

been originally conceived and brought into existence through the kindness of Tom Sutton.”  

Since Tom Sutton, Rotary International President 1928-1929, had given active support to the idea 

of establishing clubs in these cities while presiding over the Second Pacific Rotary Conference 

hosted by Tokyo in the fall of 1928, the boosterism of Suzuki, Ohdaira, and Furusaws carried the 

imprimatur of Rotary International’s highest officials. 

 

Delegates from Dairen and other Rotary clubs attend the charter night at Mukden.  The picture shows the delegates 

touring the older section of the city where the Imperial Ch’ing palaces and tombs remain as they were centuries ago. 

 

The next day the entire group of Tokyo and Dairen Rotarians and spouses went to Port Arthur 

(Lǚshùn) (旅順) to be “shown the old battle ground” (where the Japanese destroyers shot the 

opening salvos of the Russo-Japanese war in 1904 with a surprise attack on the Russian fleet 

stationed there).  Many of the guest Rotarians then continued to visit Mukden “by way of a visit 

to the Iron Foundry in Anshan”, where the newly hatched Mukden Rotarians “at a signal from the 

Chairman, stood up and, forming a circle about the hall with flags and pennants in hand, ‘ringed’ 

around the seated guests singing Rotary songs in Japanese.” 

By their arrival to Harbin (哈爾濱), “the future commercial centre of the Far East”, it was 

becoming evident how little space there was between these Japanese Rotarians’ visions of trade 

expansion and the growing imperial ambitions of the Japanese Empire in Manchuria. 
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Manchuria, however, was not the only land brimming with economic potential in the eyes of 

Japanese Rotarians.  Other than the Korean Peninsula, there were more explorations in the South 

China Sea islands. 

With Mayor Zenjirō Horikiri (堀切善次郎) becoming an Active Member of the Tokyo Rotary 

Club, the private service club continued down the path of blurring lines between the imperial state 

and the expanding industrial base of Japan at all levels.  The syncretism of Japanese nationalism 

and Rotary’s principles of “business morality” was rather tenable---only the admixture seemed 

much less neutral in practice than in theory.  Apart from Rotary International’s gentlemanly 

request that the Tokyo Rotarians remain apolitical, there were no logical or institutional 

guarantees that the lofty ideals of Rotary’s civic internationalism could not become handmaidens 

to Japanese imperialism. 

The first real test of the Japanese Rotarians’ devotion to Empire or to Rotary’s civic 

internationalism came in the aftermath of a small explosion close to railway line owned by the 

South Manchuria Railway on 18 September 1931.  Later dubbed the Mukden Incident, the 

explosion was blamed on Chinese dissidents by the Imperial Japanese Army, already based in 

Manchuria to defend the growing interests of the Japanese Empire.  The explosion became a 

cause belli for Japan, resulting in a full-scale invasion of Manchuria and, six months later, the 

creation of the puppet state known as Manchukuo.  

How would the Japanese and Chinese Rotarians respond to the incident?  Would their 

national allegiance trump their internationalist creed?  A clear answer came with the Tokyo 

Rotary Club’s publication in English of a booklet《The Manchurian Problem》in December 1931.  

Mukden Rotary Club was terminated on 31 December 1940 but reason was not disclosed.  

Prior to that, some of the Club’s activities were reported on《The Rotarian》magazine:  

 

June 1930 

Masao Ohta, graduate of the Imperial University, Tokyo, Counsellor of the South Manchuria 

Railroad, and charter member of the Rotary Club of Mukden, is now on a tour that will take him 

around the world.  He attended the recent Third Rotary Pacific Conference in Sydney, and will 

represent his Club at the Chicago Convention in June. 

April 1931 

The youthful Mukden Rotary Club now has fifty members.  It recently took a leading role in 

the welcome to this city of the British economic mission. 

September 1934 

With the help of the Rotary clubs of Dairen and Harbin, Rotarians of Mukden obtained the 

consent of administrative and leading business firms of their country for the institution of 

daylight saving during the summer months. 

February 1939 

For a month last summer more than 200 children ate nourishing food, exercised under 

supervision, joined in songs and games, and did many other things of a health- and spirit-

building caliber at a camp to which the Rotary Club of Mukden had generously contributed. 
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1938 – Express “Asia” leaving the Mukden Railway Station (奉天驛) which was established in 1909. 

 

 

Mukden street scene during the Manchukuo era 
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The Yamato Hotel, Mukden (奉天大和旅館), where the Rotary Club held its regular weekly luncheon meetings. 

 

 

Scene of Naniwa Street, Mukden, (奉天浪速通) in 1929 (today Zhongshan Road 中山路) -- the Yue Lai Inn (悅來客棧) 

(left) was located to the opposite of the Mukden Railway Station (奉天驛). 
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Mukden / Shen-Yang Rotary Club (瀋陽扶輪社) 

 

Before World War II, the Japanese colonized Manchukuo and used it as a base from which to 

invade China.  The Manchu General Tung Ling-Ko (佟麟閣) was killed in action by the Japanese 

in the Battle of Peiping-Tientsin (平津作戰), which marked the beginning of the Second Sino-

Japanese War.  In the summer of 1939 a border dispute between Manchukuo and the Mongolian 

People’s Republic resulted in the Battle of Khalkhin Gol (諾門罕戰役).  During this battle, a 

combined Soviet-Mongolian force defeated the Japanese Kwantung Army (Kantōgun) (関東軍) 

supported by limited Manchukuo’s forces. 

On 8 August 1945, the Soviet Union declared war on Japan, in accordance with the agreement 

at the Yalta Conference (雅爾達會議), and invaded Manchukuo from Outer Manchuria and Outer 

Mongolia.  During the Soviet offensive, the Manchukuo Imperial Army, on paper a 200,000-man 

force, performed poorly and whole units surrendered to the Soviets without firing a single shot; 

there were even cases of armed riots and mutinies against the Japanese forces.   

Under Marshal of the Soviet Union Aleksandr Vasilevsky, the Far East Command of the Red 

Army occupied Manchuria in early August 1945 following the surrender of Japan.  Manchukuo 

Emperor Kangde (康德皇帝--愛新覺羅·溥儀) abdicate on 16 August and had hoped to escape to 

Japan to surrender to the Americans, but was captured in Shenyang Airport by the Soviets.  On 

20 August, Soviet Red Army troops captured Shenyang.  British and U.S. reports indicate that the 

Soviet troops that occupied Northeast China and Eastern Inner Mongolia region looted and 

terrorized the people of Shenyang. 

The Soviets were replaced on 12 March 1946 by the Republican Chinese Army, who were 

flown in on U.S. transport planes.  During the Chinese Civil War, Shenyang remained a 

Kuomintang stronghold supplied by Claire Lee Chennault’s (陳納德) Civil Air Transport from 1946 

to 1948, although the Chinese Communist Party controlled the surrounding countryside.  By 

February 1948 the city was suffering from drastic shortages, and by the summer 140,000 refugees 

per month were fleeing.  It was captured by the People’s Liberation Army on 30 October 1948, 

following a series of offensives led by Lin Biao (林彪) known as the Liaoshen Campaign. 

From 1945 to 1948, Manchuria (Inner Manchuria) served as a base area for the Communist 

Army in the Chinese Civil War against the Nationalist Army.  The Chinese Communists used 

Manchuria as a staging ground until the final Kuomintang (Nationalist) retreat to Taiwan in 1949.  

Over the past decades, Shenyang managed to grow and increase its industrial might during 

consecutive wars with Russia and Japan in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the Second 

World War, and China’s Civil War (Shenyang became the main battleground between the 

Communists and the Nationalists).  
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Reinstating the Rotary Club in the heat of the Civil War 

 

The World War II was concluded in August 1945 upon the surrender of the Imperial Japan.  

The fall of the Japanese Empire brought also the dissolution of Manchukuo.  The entire territory 

of the State was subsequently occupied by the Soviet Union military forces.  Until March 1946, 

this vast piece of land was returned to the regime of the Republic of China.  However, during 

these short period of 8-9 months, the Soviets had already nourished the Chinese Communists to 

grow into stronger power though the territory was under the Kuomintang (Nationalist Party) 

administration apparently.  Civil War was at its peak throughout the entire North China. 

On the other hand, according to the map of Rotary International, this piece of State of 

Manchuria was part of the 70th District which was dissolved and all Rotary clubs were terminated 

during the Pacific War (1941-1945).  Practically speaking, it was not yet opened to Rotary at this 

moment until further decision by Rotary International. 

The then national leader of Rotary in China was Dr. Chengting T. Wang (王正廷博士) (Rotary 

International Director 1944-1946; 2nd Vice President 1945-1946) who shouldered the mission to 

reinstate the 3 Rotary districts and the 2 dozens of terminated Chinese clubs during the War by 

serving as the District 96-97-98 Governor in 1946-1947.  He voiced out “by dovetailing with the 

country’s dream of international brotherhood and filling its vacuum of clubless life, Rotary faces 

an assured future in this oriental land”, and presented his dream in the article《2,000 Rotary 

Clubs in China》which was published on《The Rotarian》magazine November 1946 Issue. 

One of Wang’s 3 successors was C. C. Lin (凌其峻) of Peiping Rotary Club (北平扶輪社).  Lin 

was appointed to serve as Governor of the 98th District in 1947-1948.  He initiated to reinstate 

Rotary in the city of Shenyang.  So, on 20 February 1948, he wrote to Rotary International: 

 

[  There was a Rotary Club in Mukden for years.  But it was under the district of Japan.  Since 

Pearl Harbor, that club stopped operation.  With Manchuria recovered by the Chinese 

authorities after V-J Day, many Chinese, formerly members of Rotary clubs in other parts of 

China, were given responsible positions there.  Messrs. K. T. Kwo and T. Y. Cheng, when they 

left Peiping for Mukden, were especially requested by the Peiping Rotary Club and myself to 

survey the community with a view to re-organizing a Rotary club at Mukden.  Mr. Kwo was 

appointed to be my special representative, and the Peiping Rotary Club assured him of its 

support as a sponsor club.  In the past two months, several luncheon meetings of ex-Rotarians 

were held in the Railway Hotel and private homes, at which the question of organizing a new 

club was discussed.  In spite of Communist disturbances in the surrounding country, quite a 

number of ex-Rotarians and other public-spirited members of the community expressed the wish 

to organize a new club so as to extend the Rotary ideal of service and fellowship.  An 

organization meeting was held on February 12 with 20 chartered members signed up.  The 

Rotary Constitution and By-laws were adopted and a board of nine directors was elected. 

The provisional Rotary Club of Mukden requests Rotary International to grant it the status of re-

admission of an old club and remit its charter fee.] 
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In 1947, the political environment was in its unstable status.  The Chinese Communist Party 

had practically controlled the surrounding countryside, though Shenyang was upgraded as one of 

the 12 cities directly under the jurisdiction of the Executive Yuan (行政院) (Prime Minister’s 

Office).  By February 1948 Shenyang was suffering from drastic shortages, and by the summer 

140,000 refugees per month were fleeing.  Rotary International was quite concern about this 

situation.  Therefore Assistant General Secretary Lester B. Struthers replied on 17 February 1948: 

 

[  It is particularly pleasing to note the extension efforts now under way in China and we hope 

that by the end of your term of office Rotary clubs will be established in several new centres. 

With regard to Mukden, before approving an application for membership in R.I., the Board 

would need to have definite assurance that the situation there would permit a Rotary Club to 

function in accordance with the requirements of the Constitution and By-laws.  It would want to 

know whether that territory is under the control of a stable civil government or a military 

government.  The Board has consistently refused to admit clubs in areas under military 

government control.  

As for payment of a charter fee this would depend more or less upon whether there will be  

within the membership of the club some members of the former club or it will be comprised of an 

entirely new group.  If the plan is to have the former club of Mukden re-established with the 

original charter and charter number, it is altogether likely that the Board will waive the charter 

fee if the District Governor so recommends. 

At the present time Mukden is in non-districted territory and is, in fact, in territory not yet 

approved by the Board for Rotary extension purposes.  Therefore the Board would want your 

recommendation regarding re-opening this area for extension and placing it in the 98th District. 

We shall very much appreciate having from you as soon as possible complete information 

regarding present conditions at Mukden.  Is the territory under the control of a stable civil 

government?  Is there good reason to believe that a Rotary club will be able to operate freely 

and uninterruptedly in the same manner as other clubs in your district?  Will there be many 

former Rotarians in the re-established club?  All such details will be most helpful to the Board 

when it is asked to approve the application of the club. 

Separately we are sending you several sets of organisation and application papers and 

pamphlets for use in connection with new clubs. 

Congratulations on the excellent program outlined for your district conference.  I am sure 

that Dr. Wang will make an outstanding contribution to its success, and that Dr. Leighton 

Stuart’s address will be very interesting.] 

 

With no hesitation, C. C. Lin replied on 15 March 1948, from Peiping: 

 

[  Upon receipt of your letter, I have made some investigation through different channels.  I am 

glad to report that for more than a year since the Chinese Government took over the city of 

Mukden, it has been and still is under the civil administration of a mayor and other civilian 
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commissioners.  The Municipal Government is continued along the same lines as the cities of 

Peiping, Tientsin, Shanghai and Canton.  It is true that the military situation there is of a 

serious nature, but that is also true at Sian which is now under siege by Communist troops.  

Even Tientsin was at one time or another under the threats of Communist attack, and the danger 

of further attack is by no means all over.  Yet in the latter city has not only the Rotary Club 

prospered, but a district conference was held there successfully a week ago. 

As you know, Manchuria was an integral part of China.  Its restoration to Chinese 

sovereignty answered the prayer of all the Chinese people, although it was marred by 

destruction of the Communist forces.  Now that more than a score public-spirited men in the city 

of Mukden have reorganized the Rotary Club with weekly meetings regularly attended ever since 

its organization meeting on February 12, 1948, I would highly recommend for Rotary 

International to admit it to membership and to place it in the 98th District which is nearest to it. 

Your attention is invited to the representative cross-section of the community enrolled 

among the charter members of the provisional Rotary Club of Mukden.  The membership is also 

international, comprising Chinese, Americans, British, Irish and French.  Of the charter 

members, K. T. Kwo was a member of the Mukden Rotary Club up to 1934, while T. M. Barker 

and Tom Blakely were members until a much later date.  On this basis, I should like to 

recommend that the Mukden Rotary Club be re-admitted with the waiving of charter fee.] 

 

Subsequently, Past R.I. Vice-President Dr. Chengting T. Wang gave his endorsement, from 

Shanghai, on 19 March 1948: 

 

[   Governor Sea (C. C. Lin) has just sent me a copy of his letter to you dated March 15.  I wish 

to express my strong endorsement to this request. 

In the first place, Mukden or any other city in our North-eastern Provinces, generally known 

as Manchuria, should be assigned, in opinion, to District 98 for the present.  The charter 

members, especially K. T. Kwo, Barker and Blakeley, have shown not only devotion to Rotary 

but, particularly at this moment, also courage and faith in reviving and organizing the Mukden 

Club; courage in face of a very difficult situation and faith in the ability of our Government 

eventually to crush the communists and in that of the United Nations so ably led by the United 

States of America, to steer the Nations to world peace.  Let us not disappoint them. 

Secondly, the reorganization of the Mukden Rotary Club will encourage old Rotarians in 

other cities in Manchuria to take initial steps to revive the old clubs that once were established.  

They will in the near future when China is supplied and adequately with arms and ammunition, 

the Governor of 98th District may then follow up with his plans to revive the old clubs and 

organize new ones. 

Lastly, and by no means the least, it would be a stimulus to the existing clubs in China to 

renew their efforts to sponsor the organization of more clubs in all the three Districts.] 

 

Rotary International Secretariat had been holding the application of the re-organized club at 
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Mukden, Manchuria, and pending receipt of information from Governor Lin as to the political 

status of Manchuria and on some other points.  After having the letter from Governor Lin, 

strongly recommending the re-admission of Mukden, plus the supporting letter from Past R. I. 

Vice-President Wang, and on the basis that Manchuria was then part of China and that the district 

in which Manchuria was once included (70th) no longer exist, Rotary International President Ken 

Guernsey and the Board of Directors approved, on 29 March 1948, the re-admission of the Rotary 

Club of Mukden, Manchuria, and waived the charter fee.   

By presidential decision, the Rotary Club of Mukden was attached to the 98th District.  The 

reason was the City of Mukden had not been added to District 98 (nor had any portion of 

Manchuria) rather R.I. was following a precedent established pre 1939, when the Rotary Club of 

Mukden was made a part of the then 70th District, but it was not the city nor any portion of 

Manchukuo that was added to the 70th District.  It might be that at a later date a portion of 

Manchuria would be added to the 98th District. 

 

The Charter No.3116 was granted on 31 March 1948.  There were 20 multi-national charter 

members of this “second time” Mukden Rotary Club of which 5 of them were former Rotarians of 

various clubs.  The regular weekly meetings were held on every Thursday at 12:30 p.m. at the 

Railway Hotel, Mukden (鐵路賓館). 

Officers of the Club were: 

(1) President – K. T. Kwo (Kwo Keh-Ti) (郭克悌) (Public Utility - Electrical Engineering)  

(2) Vice-President – Hubert Francis Philips (Banking – Foreign Exchange) 

(3) Secretary – Y. C. Lee (Lee Yun-Chien) (Hotel Management) 

(4) Treasurer – T. Y. Cheng (Cheng Ta-Yung) (Public Finance – Investment Banking) 

(5) Sergeant-at-Arms – John K. Singlauh (U.S. Army Officer)  

 

Other clubs in the same District were: Tientsin (天津); Peiping (北平); Tsingtao (青島); Tsinan 

(濟南); Kaifeng (開封); Sian (西安); Lanchow (蘭州). 

In accordance with the official city name be “Shenyang” as decided by the municipal 

government, the Club changed its name as “Shen-Yang Rotary Club (瀋陽扶輪社)” commencing on 

1 July 1948.  Later on 1 July 1949, Rotary International re0numbered all districts world-wide.  

The 98th District was changed to “59” until it was dissolved at the end of 1951. 

 

                   

王正廷  Chengting T. Wang            凌其峻  C. C. Lin             郭克悌  Kwo Keh-Ti 

http://www.google.com.hk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjhrP_Vxu7cAhUTNbwKHVuYD0QQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www1.cycu.edu.tw/about/PrincipalInfo?id%3D3&psig=AOvVaw3FMjMlPcOgH23_JkNBqXOi&ust=1534405123564617
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On 9 September 1948, President K. T. Kwo of Shen-Yang Rotary Club wrote to Rotary International Secretariat 

confirming the receipt of Charter, and reporting 2 service projects 
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Finale 

 

By spring 1948, the Communist forces were in control of the countryside across Northeast 

China, isolating the Nationalist forces in Shenyang, Changchun (長春) and Jinzhou (錦州) from 

each other.  In addition, the Communists had seized control of the Peking-Harbin Railway (京哈

鐵路), cutting off the Nationalist land route supply lines to Shenyang and Changchun.  

Consequently, supplies for the Nationalist forces in the Northeast had to be airlifted, which were 

largely ineffective and unsustainable. 

The Communist Army began to encircle Shenyang on 29 October.  As the city fell into 

disarray, the Communist forces launched the final assault on Shenyang in the morning of 1 

November against the Nationalist garrison of 140,000 men, which quickly surrendered soon after.  

The city of Shenyang was entirely captured and occupied.  The next day, the Military Control 

Committee of Shenyang Special City (瀋陽特別市軍事管制委員會) was established.  On 1 May 

1949, the Shenyang Special Municipal Government was changed to the Shenyang Municipal 

People’s Government (瀋陽市人民政府).   

After the founding of the People’s Republic of China on 1 October 1949, Shenyang was 

established as a municipality directly under the Central People’s Government and the seat of the 

Communist Party, government and military organs of the Northeast Administrative Region.  On 

25 June 1950, the Korean War broke out.  Communist China and the United States was in 

hostility.  And Shenyang became the military industry and material base of the Chinese People’s 

Volunteers, and therefore became a possible significant bombing target of the US Air Forces.  In 

order to protect Shenyang’s industrial foundation, the Central Government implemented the plan 

of“relocating factories from the south to the north”and relocated a large number of Shenyang’s 

industrial facilities to Harbin (哈爾濱) and Qiqihar (齊齊哈爾), etc. 

Obviously, the Korean War effect gave a very unfavourable political and social environment 

for Rotary activities.  All Rotary clubs in China were not feasible to communicate with Rotary 

International located in the United States, nor to any Rotary Club in any part of the world. 

Hence, the Rotary Club of Shen-Yang, along with most of the other fellow clubs, was officially 

terminated by Rotary International on 21 December 1950. 

Though there had been vision and mission on 1 July 1937 to develop 2,000 Rotary clubs in 

The Republic of China, the 3 Rotary districts spread on most of the provinces were ultimately 

dissolved in July 1951.  Excerpted here is the Rotary International Board of Directors’ decisions 

laid down in January 1951:  

[  With regard to Rotary in China, the Executive Committee, acting in behalf of the Board of 

Directors, recently took this action:  It  

(1) accepted the resignation of Keats Chu, Governor of District 59;  

(2) agreed that the territories and Clubs of District 58 and 59 be considered as one District 

(58-59) under the supervision of the present Governor of District 58;  
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(3) called upon Rotary’s Secretary to terminate the membership of Clubs in China where 

there is sufficient evidence that they are not functioning; and  

(4) agreed that effective July 1, 1951, District 57 and District 58-59 shall be dissolved and 

that any remaining Clubs in those territories be considered as non-districted Clubs under the 

supervision of an Administrative Advisor.] 

The reason behind the resignation of Governor Keat S. Chu (朱繼聖), of Tientsin Rotary Club 

(天津扶輪社), was that he responded the call of Mao Tse-Tung (Mao Zedong) (毛澤東), Chairman 

of the Central People’s Government, in supporting the Chinese Air Force to fight against the 

United States and the Allies in the Korean War, by donated one unit of fighter. 

 

(1) Charter President Kwo Keh-Ti (郭克悌) 

 Joined the Rotary Club of Shanghai on 8 January 1935 (Classification: Railroad Equipment – 

Railroad Supplies Distributing).  Before 1934, he had been a Mukden Rotarian. 

 From March 1948 to June 1949, he founded the Shen-Yang Rotary Club and served as its first 

president. (Classification: Public Utilities - Electrical Engineering) 

 From 1952 to 1953, served as the President of the Rotary Club of Taipei (臺北扶輪社), Taiwan 

 1960-1961 The first Governor of Rotary International District 345 [Republic of China (in 

Taiwan), British Crown Colony Hong Kong, and Portuguese Territory Macao] 

 

(2) The Ward Case of Shenyang 1948  

 

As the Communist People’s Liberation Army (PLA) swept through China during the Civil War 

against the Nationalists in 1948 and 1949, it took over Shenyang.  The Communist demanded that 

American Consul to surrender the Consulate’s radio transmitter.  

Angus Ivan Ward (1893–1969), an Active Member of Shen-Yang Rotary Club, was an 

American Career Foreign Service Officer who served as United States Consul General in Shenyang.  

When the PLA captured and occupied Shenyang in 1948, Communist Party Chairman Mao Tse-

Tung demanded that Ward turn over the Consulate’s radio transmitter.  Ward refused and on 20 

November 1948, PLA troops surrounded the Consulate.  Ward and his 21 staff members were 

under house arrest with no communication, water, and electricity, isolating them for months.  

The Consulate was ordered closed by the American Government but the Communist Government 

charged the Consulate as serving as a base for espionage so Ward was unable to close it down.  

Ward was arrested after U.S. President Harry S. Truman refused to recognize the Mao 

Administration.  He and his staff were accused of inciting a riot outside the Consulate in October 

1949.  On 24 November 1949, Ward and his staff were ordered to be deported and they left China 

in December 1949 via Tientsin (Tianjin) (天津) on board US Navy S.S. Lakeland Victory. 
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The former building of the Railway Hotel (鐵路賓館) where the Shen-Yang Rotary Club held its regular weekly 

luncheon meetings. 

 

 

In October 1945, a Soviet Union War Memorial Baikal Tank Monument was erected in front of the Railway Station.  

In 1946, Mukden Railway Station (奉天驛) was re-named as Shenyang South Station (瀋陽南站). 



19 
 

 

 

 

Shenyang street scenes as in 1946 
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Yue Lai Inn (悅來客棧) was renamed as Shenyang Hotel (瀋陽飯店) (left) in 1950, overlooking the Railway Station. 

 

 

Outbreak of Korean War on 25 June 1950 made the Communist China and USA in hostility.  War against USA 

demonstration rally was held in front of the Shenyang Railway Station. 
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Shenyang Rotary Club (沈阳扶轮社) 

 

The old city of Shenyang resided almost entirely within the modern day Shenhe District (瀋河

區), and used to have two city walls.  Situated roughly within the area bounded by the four 

“Shuncheng” (順城; ‘along the city’) roads/streets in Shenhe District, the (now-demolished) 

square-shaped inner city wall marked the bounds of ancient Shenyang. 

Along with its nearby cities, Shenyang in the 21st Century is an important industrial center in 

the People’s Republic of China, and serves as the transportation and commercial hub of China’s 

northeast—particularly involved in links with Japan, Russia and Korea.  A center of heavy 

industry in China since the 1930s, and the spearhead of the Chinese central government’s 

Northeast Area Revitalization Plan, the city has been diversifying its industry, including expanding 

into the service sector.  Growing industries include software, automotive and electronics. 

Shenyang is also a major city for scientific research, appearing among the top 200 science 

cities in the world as tracked by the Nature Index.  The city is home to several major universities, 

notably Northeastern University (東北大學) and Liaoning University (遼寧大學), members of 

China’s prestigious universities in the Double First Class University Plan. 

Shenyang is also the central city of one of the major megalopolises in China, the Greater 

Shenyang Metropolitan Area, which has a total population over 23 million.  The city’s 

administrative region includes the ten metropolitan districts of Shenyang proper, the county-level 

city of Xinmin (新民市), and two counties: Kangping (康平縣) and Faku (法庫縣). 

 

The Modern Rotary Club of Shenyang 

 

Since the dissolution of the 3 Rotary Districts in 1951, Rotary International has no further 

decision to open Rotary in the Communist China.  After four decades later, in Shanghai since 

1994 foreign resident Rotarians were meeting on a regular basis.  Also in June 1996, a German 

businessman who was a Rotarian from Hong Kong, took the initiative to meet for lunch with a 

number of Rotarians from other countries who lived in Beijing (北京).  So, in Beijing these expat 

Rotarians in China started meeting regularly on a weekly basis.  They met “as if” they were a Club. 

They even had a banner that said “Rotary Club of Beijing”, preceded by the words “Striving to be”.  

A lot of humanitarian projects were being carried out in China through local Rotarians and many 

Rotary clubs around the world.  These two groups of Rotarians - in Shanghai and Beijing - were 

doing an impressive job in fund-raising for large projects to the benefit of thousands of Chinese. 

After years of appeal from Shanghai and Beijing, and long time observation by Rotary 

International, in November 2005, the R.I. Board of Directors took a new step.  They formally 
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adopted the decision that Chinese People’s Republic should be open for Rotary extension.  At the 

board meeting R.I. President Carl-Wilhelm Stenhammar was requested to appoint a “R.I. Special 

Representative to China” (SR) for a three-year-term with two main tasks: (1) the SR should liaise 

with the Chinese Government in order to pave the way for formal registration of Rotary in China.  

The SR should report directly to the R.I. President; and (2) similar to a district governor, the SR 

should provide guidance to the two Rotary clubs of Shanghai and Beijing in China.  These two 

clubs would be given full club status as non-districted clubs.  Hence, more Rotary / Rotaract / 

Interact clubs were formed gradually during the later years in various cities and provinces. 

In July 2016, Frank Yih (葉守璋), of Shanghai Rotary Club, shouldered the office of the fourth 

SR.  He was fully inspired by the dream “2,000 Rotary Clubs in China” of Dr. Chengting T. Wang 

previously in 1937.  The northeastern China was one of the target extension territory in Yih’s plan.  

Firstly, Yih approved Shenyang Satellite Rotary Club (瀋陽衛星扶輪社) to be formed under the 

sponsorship of Dalian Rotary Club (大連扶輪社) (2015), for a group of non-Chinese foreigners 

working and living in the city of Shenyang.  Several months later when the situation was more 

mature, this group of “satellite” Rotarians were encouraged to form their own Rotary Club. 

The new club advisor was Manuel Roettele (馬努) of Dalian.  There were 20 charter 

members, with 15 incumbent Rotarians.  They were multi-national but no Chinese citizen, and 

the gender ratio was male 18 : female 2.  The Club met on every Thursday morning at 7:30 a.m. at 

Backerei Wempe, No.58, Wen’an Road, Heping District, Shenyang (瀋陽市和平區文安路 58 號).  

Charter was granted on 20 October 2017, as shown here: 
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