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Reader’s Opinion – Letter to the Editor of《The Rotarian》Magazine 

 

The China Story 

Thanks for the well-researched article [Rotary in Asia, August 1999] on Rotary’s 80 years of 

exemplary service in Asia. 

As a former resident of Beijing, I read with special interest the writer’s remarks on Rotary in China.  

His statement, “While the communist victory in China forced clubs there to disband … …” may lead 

readers to assume that the communist government forced the Rotary clubs to close.  Although it is 

very probable that this would have eventual happened, it is a fact that Rotary closed itself down. 

Following the communist victory and the declaration of the People’s Republic on 1 October 1949, 

Rotary clubs continued to function.  But the economy had collapsed and there were severe shortages 

of everything.  It was primarily for these economic hardships that clubs lost many members and 

therefore disbanded themselves; R.I. then cancelled the charters of most clubs. 

By 1950, only two Chinese Rotary clubs remained and the Rotary Club of Peking was practically the 

only international organization remaining in the country’s capital. 

As late as 12 June 1951, Peking Club President T. E. Shaw and Secretary A. C. Hausske visited the 

Rotary Club of Hong Kong.  There they reported that the Chinese members of their Club had recently 

called a special meeting to consider disbanding the Club “because the authorities had taken over all 

major facilities and it had become impossible to find meeting venues.”  Records of the Hong Kong 

Club show that President Shaw stated that “there had been no outside request to close the club,” 

which could have gone ahead so far as he knew.  On 26 June 1951, R.I. declared the charter of the 

Rotary Club of Peking invalid. 

The article also addresses the generous contributions Asian clubs and individual Rotarians have made 

in terms of donations and projects.  In this respect, it may be of interest that a group of some 40 

Rotarians, working mostly as businessmen and businesswomen and diplomats stationed in Beijing, 

have organized themselves---with the knowledge of the Chinese authorities---as an informal “Beijing 

Fellowship Group”.  The Group has been getting together every week since 1996.  The members have 

successfully completed a number of community service projects. 

                                                                                                       Hermann G. Heid, Rotarian 

                                                                                                       Perth, W.A., Australia, March 2000 

REMARKS by Herbert K. Lau: 

(1) Hermann G. Heid was a Vice-President of the Hong Kong Rotary Club (香港扶輪社), and a 

leading organizer of the Beijing Fellowship Group. 

(2) The key factor led to the terminations was the Korean War (1950-1953) which caused the 

Communist China and the United States in hostility.  There was no feasibility for the Chinese 

clubs (except Taipei臺北) to communicate with Rotary International.  The last 3 clubs survived 

until January 1952 were: Tientsin (天津); Nanking (南京); Shanghai West (滬西). 

This article was edited by Herbert K. Lau (劉敬恒) (Rotary China Historian) on 4 May 2014. 


