Asteroid 3797
Was Named After Former Nanking Rotarian Dr. Ching-Sung Yu
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Dr. Ching-Sung Yu # # #:f 4

Asteroid 3797 was named in memory of Dr. Ching-Sung Yu (4 § 4% 1) (1897-1978), Chinese-
American astrophysicist, whose spectrophotometric measurements of 91 stars at the Lick
Observatory in the early 1920s represented a milestone in research on stellar energy
distribution. This “Star” 3797 -- Orbit Type: Main Belt Asteroid; Reference: MPC 14481 -- was
discovered by Oak Ridge Observatory, Harvard, Massachusetts, U.S.A., on 22 December 1987.

Its name and number are allocated to it by the Minor Planet Center (M.P.C.), part of the
Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory. Some asteroids are dedicated by the discoverers to
people or named after mythology, such as Arawn and Sedna. Those not named will be assigned
the year and letters. Usually, it will just be referred to as “Ching-Sung Yu”.

This Asteroid 3797 is a large rock that orbits the Sun mainly between the orbits of Mars and
Jupiter. They tend to be irregularly shaped, but Ceres asteroid is known to be spherical
because it doesn’t clear its path around the Sun. It is only a dwarf planet. Asteroids are also
known as Minor Planets, but that term has largely fallen out of favour since 2006, with a
preference for using Dwarf Planets and Small Solar System Bodies. Minor Planet refers to
anything, not a comet or a planet.



Dr. Ching-Sung Yu, a Charter Member of Nanking Rotary Club (# » #* #4+) (1934), China
(Classification: Astronomical Service), was born on 4 September 1897 in Amoy (Xiamen),
Fukien (Fujian) Province, Imperial Ch'ing (+ i ®4g# 4 & * ). He obtained B.Sc. in Civil
Architecture (Lehigh University, U.S.A.); M.Sc. in Astronomy, 1923 (University of Pittsburgh,
U.S.A.); Ph.D. in Astronomy, 1926 (University of California, Santa Cruz, U.S.A.).

After returning to the Republic of China (¥ # = &)in 1927, Yu established the Purple
Mountain Observatory in the state capital Nanking (Nanjing) (% » ) in 1934 and served as its
first director. He also developed the site of what is now the Yunnan Observatory at Kunming

.. P ), was director of the Academia Sinica’s Institute of Astronomy and president of the
Chinese Astronomical Society. After World War II, Yu migrated to North America and was a
temporary member of teaching staff at the University of Toronto’s Department of Astronomy,
Canada, from February 1947 to July 1948. He moved on to work in the United States at
Harvard College Observatory, and then in 1955, became professor of astronomy and director of
the Williams Observatory at Hood College in Frederick, Maryland, U.S.A.

Retired in 1967, Dr. Ching-Sung Yu died on 30 October 1978 in Maryland, U.S.A.
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