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Yen Chia-Kan — Charter President of Taipei Rotary Club in 1948

By Herbert K. Lau (2% 1) (Rotary China Historian)

10 October 2015

Yen Chia-Kan (& &%), affectionately known as “C. K. Yen” to the Western world, as Vice
President of The Republic of China (in Taiwan) became President under a provision of his
country’s Constitution, upon the death of Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek (# # iE484%), the
longtime Chinese Nationalist leader, in 1975. Yen held office as President during the three-
year balance of Chiang’s term until 1978.

Since October 1945, Taiwan became a province of The Republic of China (% K B). This gave
the opportunity of Rotary extension from Mainland to this beautiful island. In 1948, joining
together with other 32 multi-nationality leading citizens, Yen the Finance Commissioner of the
Taiwan Provincial Government (% # ‘4 8+ 8 & & ) and concurrently President of the Bank of
Taiwan (% #4417 ¥ ¥ &) organized the Rotary Club of Taipeh, and served as its first President.
The organizing of Taipeh Rotary Club (later renamed as Taipei) (& b4k #+4L) was not a
beginning but rather a continuation of Rotary movement in the Republican China since 1919
from Shanghai. Rotary Taiwan was started anew in Taipei with the assistance from Kunming
Rotary Club (% #4k#4t). The club members, who had found refuge from the civil war in
Taiwan, began meeting again in February 1948, and encouraged new men to join their group.
The Club Secretary was Paul P. J. Lee (¥¥##), a former Rotarian of Kunming Rotary Club of
Yunnan Province (‘€ &4 ), Manager of Taipeh Guest House (&3t % 4).

On 9 October 1948, Taipeh Rotary Club was admitted to Rotary International, Charter No.
6968, grouped under the 96th District (South China), of which the District Governor was
HUANG Kuang (Canton). There had been 13 clubs in the same District, though several of them
were not functioning during the wars: (1) Hong Kong (% #) 1931; (2) Canton (&) 1932; (3)
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Foochow (#&/M) 1933; (4) Amoy (& 1) 1933; (5) Swatow (a438) 1936; (6) Wuchow (#&#) 1936;
(7) Kunming (£ #7) 1937; (8) Kweilin (##k) 1944; (9) Kweiyang (¥ %) 1945; (10) Macau (&)
1947; (11) Liuchow (##1) 1948; (12) Kowloon (#L#) 1948; (13) Taipeh (% 4t) 1948.

Commencing from 1948, Taipei, capital city of the Province, was the only site of Rotary activity
in Taiwan until 1953, when clubs were chartered in Keelung (¥ %) and Tainan (& &).

On 1 July 1949, Rotary International decided re-numbering of all districts world-wide. The
next year, the Korean War began on 25 June 1950 that made China Mainland was no longer
either socially or politically feasible for the normal function of Rotary activities. Effective on 1
July 1951, Rotary International decided that District 57 (South China; Taiwan; Hong Kong;
Macao) and Districts 58-59 (Central & North China) should be dissolved and any remaining
Rotary clubs were considered as non-districted clubs to be supervised by an Administrative
Adviser for China appointed by R.I. President. Ultimately, as in January 1952, the remaining
were only 4 clubs altogether in Taiwan (% #) (1); Hong Kong (% %) (2); and Macao (:£F1) (1).

The Road to the Head of State

Yen Chia-Kan (23 October 1905 — 24 December 1993) was born on 23 October 1905 in Wu
County, Kiangsu Province, Imperial Qing (X 7 B i #k 4 #& M ff % 4%) (currently re-named as the
Suzhou City of Jiangsu Province iz# & #& M ). He came of a prestigious Yen family of Tung
Shan (#&4 & K). In 1926, Yen graduated from Saint John’s University in Shanghai (L#&% 4%
X %) with a Bachelor Degree of Science.

In 1931, Yen began serving as a manager of the Shanghai Railway Administration. Since
August 1939, Yen served as Director of the Finance Department under the Provincial
Government in Fukien (Fujian) (#43). He initiated a policy allowing farmers in that Province
to pay land tax with their agricultural produce. This policy was later adopted nationwide and
contributes considerably to the nation’s food supplies during the Second World War for both
the military and civilians.

On 29 April 1947, Yen was appointed an administrative councilor of the Taiwan Provincial
Government, and concurrently the Finance Commissioner.

After the Republic of China’s Central Government settled in 1949 the office in Taipei, Taiwan,
Yen was appointed Minister of Economic Affairs in January 1950. In March the same year, Yen
was transferred to the position of Minister of Finance. He then implemented a regulation on
joint tax collections, mapped out the nation’s fiscal and monetary policies, and established a
modern budgetary system.

Later in 1954, Yen was appointed Governor of Taiwan Province and held several concurrent
positions, including Commander of Security, Chairman of the Cabinet’s Economic Stabilization
Board, and Minister of its Veterans Affairs Commission.

From August 1957, Yen became Minister without Portfolio and served concurrently as Chair of
the Council on United States Aid (CUSA) and Deputy Chair of the Economic Stabilization
Board. Yen formulated the nation’s economic projects, allocated aid from the United States,
and stabilized the nation’s currency.



In July 1958, Yen was reappointed Finance Minister, and served concurrently as a member of
the Council on United States Aid. He adopted policies to make Taiwan’s business climate more
favorable to investment and export trade. Under his leadership a 19-point project was
implemented to speed up Taiwan’s economic growth.

Yen assumed office as Prime Minister in December 1963. While still Premier, he was elected in
May of 1966 as Vice President, Republic of China. In 1970, the Republic of China in Taiwan
started to enjoy a trade surplus, a high annual economic growth rate of 10.7 %, and a low
inflation rate of 3.7%, outperforming many other countries in achieving the double goals of
economic growth and price stability. Observers in the international community began to speak
of a “Taiwan economic miracle.” In addition, an export processing zone was established in
December 1966 in order to stimulate Taiwan’s economic growth and develop its export-
oriented light industry. This pioneering undertaking successfully attracted investment from
home and abroad, and greatly expanded Taiwan’s exports of industrial products.

Unfortunately in 1971, the United Nations General Assembly Resolution 2758 was passed in
response to the United Nations General Assembly Resolution 1668 that required any change in
China’s representation in the UN be determined by a two-thirds vote referring to Article 18 of
the UN Charter. The resolution, passed on 25 October 1971, recognized the People’s Republic
of China as “the only legitimate representative of China to the United Nations” and removed
the collective representatives of Republic of China from the United Nations. The nation of Yen
was hard hit by the termination of CUSA and lost its United Nations membership, but still
achieved the goals of its two four-year economic plans, which led to a significant increase in
investment and export trade.

In May 1972 during the National Assembly, Yen was elected to a second term as Vice President
of the Republic. He then resigned his concurrent position as Premier, and recommended then
Vice Premier Chiang Ching-Kuo (##48 B) as his successor.

On 5 April 1975, the Republic of China’s President Chiang Kai-Shek passed away. As Vice
President, Yen sworn in as President under a provision of his country’s Constitution. He then
integrated domestic political and economic resources and successfully oversaw a smooth
constitutional transfer of power. In the meantime, Yen strongly supported the plans of
Premier Chiang Ching-Kuo to push forward with the Ten Major Construction Projects,
promote external trade, increase the Gross National Product, and set up incentive plans for the
establishment of the capital- and technology-intensive Hsinchu Science-Based Industrial Park
(4 AF B B). These measures enabled Taiwan to become a model for other emerging
industrial regions.

On 20 August 1978, Yen retired as President of the Republic upon expiration of his term of
office. After the presidential office, Yen served as President of the Council on Chinese Cultural
Renaissance (¥ # X L8 #iE€ 814474 § € &) and Chairman of the Board of the National
Palace Museum (B % # E %) until 1991.

Yen suffered a brain hemorrhage that left him bedridden more than seven years and that his
condition had worsened after a second hemorrhage in 1992. On 24 December 1993, Yen
passed away due to heart failure in Taipei Veterans General Hospital (%4t % R4 % z) at the
age of 89. He was buried at the Wuchih Mountain Military Cemetery (£45:.4 B £-=# 2 %) in
New Taipei City. Yen was survived by his wife Md. Liu Chi-Chun (#]#84.) and nine children.



1948 % 10 /7 9 H Z ALK BARTREG K49 LB EF
Group Photo of the Charter Presentation Meeting of Taipeh Rotary Club on 9 October 1948
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President Yen Chia-Kan officiated at National Day Celebration Ceremony
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1926 FRFie EX A LEELGHAF
C. K. Yen graduated from St. John’s University, Shanghai, in 1926

1973 F 7 /7 20 B, &/884RKREH#ETEBLXEREHEZETHEE

20 July 1973 - Vice President C. K. Yen received “Moon Stone” from the hands of United States Ambassador
Walter Patrick McConaughy, Jr.
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1972 # 3 1 — #ER RGN FEGKE, FIRGEREREEE
Republic of China’s President Chiang Kai-Shek, Vice President C. K. Yen, and their ladies — March 1972
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1975 F 4 f — w#ER B4 B Kb A B4

Republic of China’s President C. K. Yen and his Lady — April 1975
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M i 45T 4248 (Saudi Arabia), AT ERBABREEAZR (L HFATE G

B 1945 10 A Ak, ERRATFTERBRY—BEITE, BLTHRRABRRKEIZEMERS
MM, 1948 5, EHEUBRBRR/ ETHGITEEFRREEEBAOAIL 32 LS ARFHAE
BBl 2okl T &bk #h4t (Taipeh Rotary Club) (R % % % Taipei Rotary Club), 4
HARE it k. RBBANABTIR B, RRALEHKTHERB A 1919 FAkR L
HEHIENRHBES., ANKTEBBERGITAERA 1948 2 ARARE, ERBHR AN,
AEERELNBRANHET, JRAAERTHMEL. ELERGAGLARET SR, £
Attt aTAL B, b FAEa9eE s,

BREAMERR, RVYERBBEGAN, BHEEREUMBRBREM, BEEMREBY
BEY, HIHFEHER, AHFERZIX | WBRR, BEERTERG—ERBTEF L.
YREHRDARANEFR, ERABMR IR, TER£ZE RN £ R € (Council for United
States Aid) 4 £ 8. BELRAFTEHELA T IHEH. @& FNIK. HEIFR. 7K
1% Iz & Ao 3 48 4 o

1948 5+ 10 A 9 H, ZHKRAFRBHRBIRE, FZHHESH 6968, BiHE 96 E (F
H) o AR—RELA 13 R, BEA T LRRALRFHMIAESE: (1) FH
1931; (2) BN 1932; (3) #&M 1933; (4) A1 1933; (5) #u3A 1936; (6) 4&M 1936;
(7) B¥11937; (8) #41944; (9) &% 1945; (10) £F11947; (11) Hpil 1948; (12)
JURE 1948; (13) %4k 1948,

R1948 SFHE, ERXREERERT—ARERBBTHGE—I, A 19535%F, Al
Fo & E SRR LT it

1949 £ 7 A1 0, BREBAZHLIERFTAREENGLIE, F 6REXLF 57T HE,
KF1950 5, A BFAOA 25 0B, PEARLEFAFLBARY, SEFTERAEALE
BREGELHEBRA ARG EFTESH., 1951 57188, BREBRZBRESTHLE
(Fd. B8, £B. B R 58-59%E (EFfFit) ; $HAMELBROYEIELNL
ANEHKT], DARERAREFFBBAMARTER. K&, 21952 51 A, #ITH8ER
4 Ry #A—F%, L. B, £k,
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BE%E (1905510 A 23 B—1993 512 A 24 B) , LL@0H#, wAHE, RWF. KK
LERE, FHE, BEIRARZRR (SENT) RLUEK. BREFFERFAIHRERF I
(BB B RFRTRDE), 1926 FE %7 L% 44 X% (St. John’s University, Shanghai) »

1931 F, BRLEHERREBNASRELZAMPRER. 1937 57 A7 8, BAFBREHAL
FIRE T ERS, 1938 F, REAHAEZABMEZLBRER, RO EGARRETE, XMER%
BOERN O FRE ESEEARRILGENGE, FRABKEY. AFEHBRBER, EF&FE
BEHE; B 70 SHER, REANHK, IHABELESESAEL TR RFELE; Brid
BARBARAERMAE; BRAFABMELTE [ OBRAT | 15— LHATHERE, KAKNT
WPp EAE Mty 7 XATdk, WBAERETH LXMW AADHBLREARFAILE. KF, &d
BRI AEALBAHE —HEHT .

1941 $12 A9 BT 2RBEXARDAFRER, ELBERTRAZIM ks, £4HRH=,
BIEFHY (HMAELY) . 1943 F 11 f 26 BEv 2R B, £ARERALRAEHN (HBEZT)
(Cairo Declaration) %, BPoAR [ A4 B AFTEBRATHAZ AL, Hlerbwy, £8, BHH
5%, BEFERBR ], RTHAEAEERBRIT A,

1945 F, BXEHERFLEHRBIFE, REXBHAMERAT X, TREXE.

1945 58 A14 B, BAREZHFTHAKRES, 240 A+ AR TERBSFRA LA &4
B, A58 H 29 8, PERBAHAFIARETILGBELIERAAERLEFEIETE, 4
SA1TEBAERTERRLEZEEFTBEREAZREZAEHEIN, ARFREAREETEEHR L,
KBLZHEMHEK, 106 8AELLRZERATEREEANZIWEKEN.

1945 510 A 16 B, BRXEREAHEZBATHRENAZERK K. 10248, £XBET
BRERAEZEREICRAK, HRAXRBARREEREEF, 9 LERKEIEN. 107 2518,
BEERXERMZIRRGER, St TAEE (S LE) RITHEEAREZFRX.
REBREXMEEHAHBRRE, ERBKOALEBNTE, QEAATAN [HRXE4
EHBAT ] ; ERANHAG I, LERERHNATERR [ 2BRIT| W ELEEF R,

MR E

1947 #4129 B, THRAREHGEHR, EBEFHBNBLAREREANE, EoRE
ERERERGEER, RMBERRER.

SBATHERLEHBRL, BREXEER T REREFBHEZPM, IS FRAIFTIK
X, PREFEAHZARE; FIEEREAINBGRERE, LEYRERRTHETEH. 2K
B> ERBTHBERMARL 7 £ 3 Zb; BLEAERRNPER; BRERFR; TAENHGLE
R; ZHREZSBITLEEBTITIARFE, LR R EMAN N BB,

BELRAZZERH, BRELY, BAHEY, TR LARN XA, Asis
[#EWZR]. 194956 158, HEHEXBET, R4ELEEHBR1 AHER, W2
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1950 51 A, BREELHELEIFHREK. 3/, HEHEHRRR, ENEAGRHH, HHE
FERF, AFEBLEGRFRAA, BoFTAYEY. 1951 511 A, HLETRFE T R
AH. RFLXAETHTREHFAEFNE, FARBGE —EBED; BEiTHRELZEEE; HIA
RIFHLFE. FRELWBITHIRRRIRK, EHARKARENE A LB E LB,

TREEIR

1954 5 6 f, £ EBAAKLE, BRERLAEBABREIRFHKRELNL. ERZHEHEH
Mgk, LIRARELHK. TRAEAIHTHEARX, HHEERXPEHFH, BAZRE
BE B R R TR

H&+F

1958 4 3 A, MBCHIFRM/MEEKER, DERELEME, RAREKEAES F9EA,
REZAT4F2MEANER, BERERRELHI10FIA. 25 2 REHEF, EHI ALY
MEEE, ARBAT [ TABHEEAERL] , ARBEFREGEBBE K.

TR &
1963 12 A, 7&Kk E, ANTPiE, I KK 1944 F12 A, M AKERKHA,

& 48 47 SR 4BAL 48 4

1966 53 A 22 8, #HEBRIHYEREH: [0 HABAREHRBEERE—T—FA, BREEXL
EAN_ZERAINEGEEN.,. BHFiax, ACR#EL, —AH-_8 | EXE2EETPERBAED
Halks, MEITBRRER, RAEPERBAELAINRG,

1967 5 1 6 0% 26 B, SBGEREEBRABRLGMLE, FEEA484% US.
President Lyndon Baines Johnson) . MifTAH €L.36: @EIFRFRFAM. S FBH KK LH
BAA, FREBBRERONMERLBF SR EIRBEFST, EAMAEAMEHRBA XA E (Arlington
National Cemetery) Bk £ & &, B+ &id44%; (President John F. Kennedy) Z £, Z#&F 2%k
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JE 3% & ¥ 3 (Patrick Air Force Base) . #3#&i# X 2 %« (Kennedy Space Center) . & & B4 8
#83f (United Nations) %3, MMM, FRIXFFLZHK, ZFAREKLFHI. BEXTRAE
AR AR, EREXEEY, RiAHLF. PERBIRAEFEEZT, RZBEA
SEAE, MUEEEAK. 7T A, HHRABRTELGSL WP ERR, £B. B A, #RHEH
EHBEAER (5L 8H) RITHIEEXEH. 1968 F1 A48, HTHMER, 1970 FRE¥F
ERBERABELEBRE. 1971 FREATFTERBINEZRHLEFBERDGE, 2oL BLHENR
B, FERREEN, HEERIFLE XIBLARAETHE, HMEIZRPHAETFER
P, BE KW, SRR AEK. 1970 FATHBLEIRALAL, FFEERAREFHE 10.7%,
MBRLESN 3.7%. BREREBAERYEERK. WRBELHLZ AR, HARRAHAETH
REEBREG [HF] . AREZHEBERNYER, BHXBoEQALINETE, AGH
AREzmIBEoE, hHLEREA, RARIIBRSEZRT, KBREBERIEESWITS.

1972 %3 A 21 H@BRAREER, REXLBB P A L8, HFTHERE—K, H#F
BERBEIE, 1975F4A5H, FPEsmE. REFERBEEIR T, IR LML,
486 BLEF 1K, BEEEERE, RATERBELEIARG. WRHELSBRRNKEFHE,
BREENEFREIR; 2V IBFEEARRES [T XE% ] ; BAIIEY, REARAE
ELH, EBLITLABNEENHIIAZEE, BEERANEIEREGHE., RIF6 A
18 B, #HHERBRIT, Kk, F&. AR, AARRLEZEEERAIZ [R23#HD ] .

1978 55 A 20 B, BRAEXH THHERY, BEREPEILMBAEHRITLEEE L.

1979 -8 A 28 B, REMKTHEA, FHk: [ REWHEZL I, EHEBEALHHE,
BEIHBBZH B, - BRBEALETHEMHE, HENTAELR, LARBEYEAR

B LERTRBRETHGHBE, Bitabd T, &, ANAHYAD | BRA2ERBHEBRIRE
W ETEALA R4 I AL A A L8RS, 1990 53 A M#s.,

H #

1986 59 AM, BRALAEIREHEPIRELTE, £B LK., 1993512 A 24 Bt LH
EHPR, ERCHMEED, REAELEREER, TH89 K. 1994 %51 7 22 B A& R
REBRBREY, RITARARX. R84, MABE, A XE-SEXEPE¥RITEARE, &
#KBAFISEE, FEBEL, TRREBREFORRERARE. KA, iE6
Rt —EABEE, TEAZLBE LY (AHLFTILE) HEARKLBETELAEZERIE,
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[T GR TS, ARAHK, FRRE. LEFE, Z3BLY. ANAANN, AEYHA=%,
BHERE, HERFREEBABORIR, EEEERZIIE, REF eI AX; BHm,
Bk, MBRe, BEFBRRKRR, &FZFH, R FHE, @A, NGak; XL
B, B25%. BRAEFWOAER, BERFOEEYKE, MRFTERRE, MELE, MK
RiE, FAMHKE, P RSk, B, B, BRLH, BRIKREE, RE&% FARE,

BEERR, BIEEG, HRER, AAHFT; X&EML, REES; THEJKA, HRTFH

BMAEE, EREiE. RTALRE, ATERAZHARTEIER. |
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