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The Honourable KWOK Chan, CBE, KStJ, JP
The 17th President of The Rotary Club of Hong Kong

By Herbert K. Lau (2)# &) (Rotary China Historian)

1 March 2016

The Honourable KWOK Chan (# 8 St # X -F4 L), C.B.E., K.St.J., J.P. (1904-1967), was the 17th
President of The Rotary Club of Hong Kong in 1951-1952. Following the footsteps of his fellow
Rotarian seniors, he served also as lawmaker, the Police Reserve, St. John Ambulance, Hong
Kong Football, as well as the Asian Football Confederation, etc.

Early Education

KWOK Chan, an ethnic Chinese of Kwangtung Sam Shui (% % =), was born in the British
Crown Colony Hong Kong in 1904, and was the second son of Mr. Kwok Siu-Lau (3§ &/38 V&
/IRF I K -F4# L), J.P., who was the Chief Comprador of the Banque de I'Indochine (% B & 7 B
72 4%47), Hong Kong, in 1894-1906.

Kwok had his secondary education in the Diocesan Boys’ School (#% % B & ¥), Bonham Road
(A2 B8 ), followed by commercial training at The University of Hong Kong.
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Prominent Businessman

Kwok joined the Banque de I'Indochine in 1924, and was promoted to Chief Comprador in
19209, at his age of 26. In 1960, he became Vice-Chairman of the Board of the Hang Seng Bank,
Ltd. (8 £.4%47). He was also director of many public utilities and companies such as Hong
Kong Electric Co., Ltd. (##%E#& A % 8 ), Hong Kong and Yaumati Ferry Co., Ltd. (& # & ##t
QB A5 A IR 9)), Kowloon Motor Bus Co., (1933) Ltd. (/u#€ e A R 8), Rediffusion
Television (& #*# %), Hong Kong Settlers Housing Corporation Ltd. (% #-F R EF A RA8), A.
S. Watson & Co., Ltd. (& E KA Fk2 8] ), Dah Chong Hong Limited (X & 47), Oriental Express
Ltd. (iF @€ A FR &) and Borneo, Greenland & Co., Ltd. (& #I & 47 A k2 8)), etc.

Among many other commercial activities, Kwok served on various occasions as Honorary
Treasurer and Board member of the Compradores’ Association (¥ 473 & % 4€). In 1939,
Kwok was the Vice-Chairman of the Chinese General Chamber of Commerce (Z % 4&€).

For his untiring effort in promoting business relationship between the British Crown Colony
Hong Kong and the French Indochina, in 1936, Emperor Bao Dai of Imperial Annam conferred
on Kwok the Knight of the Imperial Order of the Dragon of Annam (Chevalier de 'Ordre
Impérial du Dragon de I’Annam).

In 1955, Kwok was decorated by the French President the Knight of the National Order of the
Legion of Honor (Chevalier de I'Ordre National de la Légion d’'Honneur), Republic of France.

Public Services

In 1941, Kwok was appointed by Hong Kong Governor Sir Geoffrey Alexander Stafford
Northcote (## 4K 8 § B &<+ ) an Unofficial Justice of Peace for Hong Kong (J.P.) (F## 3 ¥ F

K-F4L).

During the Pacific War in 1941-1945, Hong Kong was captured by the Imperial Japanese
military forces. In maintaining the urban peace, Kwok was requested by the Japanese military
authority to serve as a member of the Chinese Cooperative Council (# K & F#%#%€). Sitting in
the same Council were two other Rotarians: Lo Man-Kam (& X $%) and William Ngartse
Thomas Tam (F# ).

During the rehabilitation years after the War, Kwok was appointed by the Hong Kong
Government to serve the Licensing Board, Business Advisory Board, and the Fishery Advisory
Board. He was also representative for Hong Kong in the United Nations Economic
Commission for Asia and the Far East in 1949, 1953, 1954 and 1958.

In 1950, Kwok was appointed by Hong Kong Governor Sir Alexander William George Herder
Grantham (F# 488 % 23 #+) an Unofficial Member of the Urban Council (F % &3 F FHE),
until 1957. The Urban Council was a municipal council responsible for municipal services on
Hong Kong Island and in Kowloon Peninsula (including New Kowloon). These services were
provided by the Council’s executive arm, the Urban Services Department (77 & ¥4 %).



Parallel to the Urban Council, from 14 May 1952 until 27 June 1962, Kwok served as an
Unofficial Member of the Hong Kong Legislative Council (## % &3k'& F¥#% & ). This was an
appointment made also by Hong Kong Governor Sir Alexander Grantham.

In recognition of his contribution to the British Crown Colony Hong Kong, in June 1953, Kwok
was decorated Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (O.B.E.) by Queen
Elizabeth II, United Kingdom. Later in June 1962, Kwok was decorated again with a higher
Order of Commander (C.B.E.).

Community Services

Between June 1925 and October 1926 during the large-scale Canton—Hong Kong strike (‘5 # k
# 1) of more than hundred thousand strikers, Kwok joined the Special Police Reserve to help
maintaining public order. In 1927 onwards, when the Hong Kong Police Reserve was officially
established, he continued to be an active officer for many years. Later he resigned from
uniform-member of the Force, but was requested to serve as Honorary Treasurer and Secretary
of the Finance Committee of the Force’s Chinese Company. The Honorary Commissioner of
the Hong Kong Police Reserve was The Honourable Ts’o Seen-Wan (3 8 & & A X -F4L), J.P.,
who was later Charter Member 1930 and Club President 1932-1933 of Hong Kong Rotary Club.

In 1930 and 1933, Kwok served as a director of the Tung Wah Hospital/Tung Wah Eastern
Hospital (% # 8 %/% % £ %) and the Po Leung Kuk (% B &), respectively, then the two largest
charities for the Chinese community in Hong Kong.

Kwok had been a strong supporter to the St. John Ambulance in Hong Kong. When the
supporting organization of the St. John Ambulance Brigade (% % % £ $#4% ), Hong Kong St.
John Ambulance Association (& # % & # #45€) established its separate leadership in 1952,
Hong Kong Rotary Club President 1940-1941 Dr. Arthur W. Woo (% & #& % 4 ) served as its first
Director (48 &) until 1955. Taking this opportunity, Kwok joined the Association and served in
its financial committee. After Woo step down, Kwok succeeded to be the second Director in
1956-1958. In recognition of his meritorious service to the Association, Kwok was decorated in
1957, by Queen Elizabeth II, Commander of The Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St.
John of Jerusalem (C.St.J.), and later in 1961 the higher Order of Knight of Justice (K.St.J.).

Kwok was also a supporter in the voluntary training of life saving. Being a remarkable
supporter of the Royal Life Saving Society Hong Kong Branch (X B 2 R &4 & % %5 #), Kwok
was conferred the highest honour in 1962 the Commonwealth Service Cross as a recognition of
12 years outstanding involvement as an active volunteer. The Society was the sole organization
that conducts lifesaving examinations and awards credentials in Hong Kong.

The Royal Life Saving Society (RLSS), United Kingdom, is a national charity that was founded
in 1891 and its aim is to safeguard lives in, on and near water. The Society has had Royal
Patronage since 1904. Her Majesty the Queen is the Society’s Patron. The RLSS is part of
Royal Lifesaving Society Commonwealth and International Life Saving Federation.



Concerns for the younger generations, in 1932, Kwok was a member of the Organizing
Committee of the Aberdeen Industrial Institute (& #4% 52 & T #F%) (the forerunner of Aberdeen
Technical School ##4F T ¥%4). Kwok was also Council Member of certain educational
institutions: The University of Hong Kong (% # X %), Diocesan Boys’ School (&% % &%),
Kowloon Tong School (/u#€3& £4%), and St. Stephen’s College (2 +#R R EZ).

Kwok was a co-founder of The Boys’ and Girls’ Clubs Association of Hong Kong (% # £ # %
4£) in 1936; Honorary Treasurer and Executive Committee Member of the Hong Kong Society
for the Protection of Children (% ## L& 8).

For the Chinese community, he had been Vice-Chairman of the Chinese Temples Committee
(BFABF£HA4). From 1928 until 1967, Kwok had been the Chairman and President,
respectively, of the Hong Kong Samshui Chamber of Commerce & Industry (=X & L% &)
(forerunner of Sam Shui Natives Association of Hong Kong 7 # =K B # &) .

Football and Sports

Kwok was very active in different kinds of sports activities. Following the foot-steps of his
Rotarian senior Sir Man-Kam Lo (% X 4% #& %) (Hong Rotary Club President 1934-1935), Kwok
was also the President of Hong Kong Football Association (% # 2 #4&€) and succeeded the
position of the second President of the Asian Football Confederation (#& M £ 1% #) (AFC) in
1954-1956. The Asian Football Confederation is one of the six continental confederations
within International Federation of Association Football (FIFA) (B & 2 ## &) and is the
governing body of association football in Asia and Australia. The AFC Asian Cup is the second-
oldest continental football competition in the world, with four teams taking part in the first
edition in the British Crown Colony Hong Kong in 1956.

Other than that, Kwok was the General Secretary of the Football Club in the Chinese Athletic
Association (¥ £# % €) in 1928; Vice-President of the Chin Woo Athletic Association (¥ X8 F
4); Two times Chairman of the Chinese Bathing Club (# A% €); Chairman of the South
China Athletic Association (###%% % €). When the Amateur Sports Federation & Olympic
Committee of Hong Kong (& # ¥4-82 % & % £k %% A €) was established in the winter of
1949, Kwok served as its Vice-President.

The Honourable KWOK Chan, C.B.E., K.St.J., J.P., passed away at Queen Mary Hospital (3% &
&%) on 17 June 1967 at the age of 67.
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F AT ARFHLE, CBE., KStJ., JP. (1904-1967) , 447EK, & 1951-1952 5§ & %
WA E TR, REZREMENH Y, RBRESERE, ARARER, THHK
#, ABRRATENRRDEFEHHE,

FFHE

FEEHRRZAK, 1904 FAAXRBAREES, TERRSERT. D % (1859-1936)
XERYR/FFE, AEBTHET, AERNAEEFEH., 1894 5, HBE R T ELEAT
(Banque de I'Indochine) & &% M H 54T, FRRAHZSRITHE M. 1906 FRALK, VHAHEK
AF B RBAITHREMAR, £ 1929 FEH R (FROCAMELYE) WATHBELE. FI2Y
HEREREMAZV920 F)RRRAHIR (1923 F), FRAEFZTFEEF. AFHBRETEE
F. % KB (Alice Memorial Hospital) /5%, £H&€EM. ZAKAFIHHKEBEMFR,;
R EBRKERRAERFER, 1919 FRFH B REAETFAFHL, R 1930 FRTFER
# ¥ (Badge of Honour) ; 1932 $ ¥ A B <@ BAZF KR TFTRARAEZHF.

R DRk F FAMAE (Bonham Road) 84K E F & £ (Diocesan Boys’ School) , & &
BRE, HHM

1929 5424, B % VAR F N 5] B SR R AA 69 20 -F RS .
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R HA

1924 F Nk B R 77 B EBRITHE BT I, 1929 FALEEE ATHEM) . FHE26%, 3
AR GTEERT, EFAFELBEF. 1960 F, FERAEESES (Hang Seng Bank, Ltd.)
WAEFR, RERASZREAAFTERNINEEF, HliFbBEREARAE (Hong Kong Electric
Co., Ltd.) . & hpkx ) #A5A RN 8 (Hong Kong & Yaumati Ferry Co., Ltd.) . /L e+
A R/ 8 (Kowloon Motor Bus Co., (1933) Ltd.) . & #=f & (Rediffusion Television) . ##
+ R B F A M2 8 (Hong Kong Settlers Housing Corporation Ltd.) . & E K& F/ 8] (A. S.
Watson & Co., Ltd.) . kx &4 (Dah Chong Hong Ltd.) . & i@ & A FR/. & (Oriental
Express Ltd.) #=% #&47 A /A8 (Borneo, Greenland & Co., Ltd.) %.

AERREB R T EESBTHME, RASRTHRESLZERI, EHFZARTEXESHY, Y
ZREHLEFEFTREBLENRL N RAEE, 2HASEE, 1939 F, FEHLEHEEWE
E N

HTRAEGFREREFBALBIPEINFEZIHMYOTYE, SHEK, XB5xaBEAREF
FE 1936 £ T [HEMF 2% E#H42 ] (Chevalier de I’Ordre Impérial du Dragon de ’Annam) o

1955 4, W OEFPRELRTHEE [ FBEBRAEXERERH LI #H{2] (Chevalier de

I’Ordre National de la Légion d’'Honneur) »

BUR T,

1941 5, & %4 E 8% B & X (Sir Geoffrey Alexander Stafford Northcote) /&4 33 % % & %
EEFRKFHE (JP) o

E1941-1945 Y K- FH R FIM, AARAAFTREF/EE, ATEHEERTHN L L 25
T, BARAEFEHERANRBRBELERERMETHLE . LAR—HREFH, AFIRLHK
LB B4, B,

BEBAK, BOIAEBOBEIE. FERSABBFELLEMRBE. BEBEMELEE.
REMMARESSEH, £ 1949 5., 1953 %, 1954 5421958 5, HMEREBRE L EH LS
BENRERERELBE., 1953 S EBBAERFBATHETHEAEKEBRE, 2B Lu5 v g
£EM11 8,

1950 5, ##H B EF 3/ 3 (Sir Alexander William George Herder Grantham) /&4 38 &
ATEEHIEETFHRA, B2 1957 F. TRARAFTHZEELEARFEE (AFEHL) BT
BURH BOR Aok, P$ATHM R T B AT —-FTREHE,

ERETHHGEBORR, £1952F55 A 14530 B B HILeNPHREER S E
BIEEFHE, £19625 6 A 27 H,



KTFR, FEHAREABRIACERZIANETHMIA, 2AAK. ARABRLHEER
MFRK, 1953 F 6 AXBXEFRET a4 T XX+ B RMES FIEBF (Officer of the Most
Excellent Order of the British Empire) (O.B.E.). 1962 % 6 A, BB AB LI Z[HLHFE 3
4 # % (Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire) (C.B.E.) .

# B R A

#1925 4% 6 A Z 1926 410 A9 kMR T HEALBRRIMM, HRRBWAT HA4E
HERY, WM ENERT, 1927 52, &FBEHEE% (Hong Kong Police Reserve) iE X &
SW, MBRERRASE, AR ET EAGEHROERL, BESEHBEEALHGE
BHERAR. §F, ABABERRNRBRERZAGEAKR LI —CEABRRARALST
Bk AL 1930 SFAIALAL B A 1932-1933 F B AL & .

HE—AQRACAEABZFE, 2HE1930 FHEREEREREFR BT, 1933 F44
BRKE, §W, SRABEALENRAERRARBENGE LML,

HNE—ARABELNHBFNBRREIFE. 1952 F, HHEHH B % (St. John
Ambulance Brigade) & A IR FAZR KT 694 0B —F B E LH 845 E (Hong Kong St. John
Ambulance Association)F sh i —EE R L B €. HBKHAL 1940-1941 FEAKRAREELE,
#ir % —4148 8 (Director) A E 1955 F. #Hibk€, FEMATESE, LEAZUHELE 4L
£R. ARMEHER, FHA1956-1958 FUEFE —MHRE, AT AYREBGE O E TR,
¥* B % 47 E 3 & —# (Queen Elizabeth II, United Kingdom) & 1957 & FHEEL4$H 345 %
% (Commander of The Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem)

(C.StJ.) « HRAE 1961 5, #&F £ & 49§ 4 3 4 # ¥ (Knight of Justice of The Most
Venerable Order of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem) (K.St.J.) o

HKETREBREINRGIHFH, 1962 $XB L XKL EH %5 % (Royal Life Saving
Society Hong Kong Branch) (RLSS) #& 7 3¢ 8 & & R 84 X B RS 1+ F #F (Commonwealth
Service Cross), AXFH 12 FREMFREBRBOBRE AR FERAEBE—ERETBRAR
BREAAGERME, HREOETEREBIRAERHBMHET,

EABL2ERBAEER—RLBABANEHBE, RIA 1891 . AEFERAF [RTA#HH, &
THZ | HARHAY, BARRBRE I, BEHETHAQGLHEY; HFT R AT RBELK
TRANEEMN., g 1904 FUR, ZEHZEXEDARBIRT. XRAZEXZETTRALR
2 KB 4 488 (Royal Lifesaving Society Commonwealth) #= B B #& 4 48 & (International Life
Saving Federation) Z £ ¥#& R, LRAL (A€ H] .

MR H A RKeSaat, IR IR 1932 F 4 847 L &£ T E % (Aberdeen Industrial Institute)
(F#E1F L ¥ S 4K Aberdeen Technical School #3T %) A& 2R LEERE. FERZRS RS



BREEF: £% K%Z (University of Hong Kong) . & % % & % (Diocesan Boys’ School) . /LAE 3
£ & (Kowloon Tong School) #=% 3% & & % (St. Stephen’s College) »

1936 #3269 & %) & # % 8 (The Boys’ & Girls’ Clubs Association of Hong Kong), ¥t%&
RBEAEAZ —, FE:E RS H4HE L &4 (Hong Kong Society for the Protection of Children)
WEGABRKXVITERAEEEA.

HAZEAARE, REGLEABRFLEAENS I H. #1928 551967 F, EHF A HEHL=
RBLE (REZRRAHKEHITE) SE0EFRFATR. HRAKREIER, HERFEHH
i@, RERS.

RERARAEE

RRAESAAMEEHPARERE. FTEGTBREI1934-1935 FEARBLEFTHH T Z
%, REBEABRAREENEER, #ETNEERWE (Asian Football Confederation) #9% —
18 & (1954-1956) . = M 2 K& & B B 2 3R # € (International Federation of Association
Football) (FIFA) R#<EABEBEEZL—, LARTNAEAAZRZRGEHEFHRE,

(ZERBEMAY (AFC Asian Cup) RER EE B L BEAN KB LRMBER, F—ERAWHE
H R R 1956 FAEHEBRITH.

R I, IR 1928 FRETERFTERRRIERE; GERFTTILR; HARTE
SER; MRBEZEAFRET L.

ERBEARAMEH, BALKEIPEAREILE. BIE 1949 5, TR FELRBTHE
BHLEBREIRABRALBRIRRSMME [FEERBRIWETEEAHRAE L£ R €] (Amateur
Sports Federation & Olympic Committee of Hong Kong) , A& F 2 mBEMHILET#H. EFH
BAERRANZAGER, FRAEEINER.

kAP KP4, CBE, KSt.J.,, JP. 7 1967 & 6 A 17 B 5% % B 1% (Queen Mary
Hospital) ##, # 67 &.
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