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Dr. The Honorable Sir Kenneth Fung Ping-Fan (馮秉芬爵士), Kt, K.St.J., C.B.E., O.B.E., 
LL.D., D.S.Sc., J.P., (1911-2002), a prominent politician and businessman, was selected 
by Rotary International “A Prominent Rotarian of the Centennial” representing the 
Hong Kong SAR of China.  That was the Rotary Centennial in the Year 2004-2005.  In 
recognizing Rotary’s 100 years of services, Rotary International selected a list of 
prominent Rotarians, representing various fields and professions, including individuals 
who were or had been active or honorary members of Rotary clubs around the world. 

Kenneth was, by far, the youngest Rotarian in the Rotary Hong Kong history.  He joined 
The Rotary Club of Hong Kong (香港扶輪社) at the age of 23.  He served the Club as 
President in 1949-1950, and later was elected District 345 Governor in 1961-1962.  He 
participated in the election of Rotary International directors for 1965-1966 and 1966-
1967, but was not successful.  

As one of the Hong Kong's outstanding leaders in banking, commerce and industry, 
Kenneth possessed in abundance those qualities of personal endeavour and initiative 
which our fellows could be advised to emulate. 

While Kenneth was still a student in the School of Chinese Studies (香港大學中文學院), 
which his father, a noted philanthropist and benefactor of the University of Hong Kong 
so richly endowed, he was given the responsibility of administering an intricate business 
organization, a task which would have daunted any man.  From the beginning, he 
displayed an unfailing confidence in the future of Hong Kong and showed such powers 
of leadership that he inspired others to a new sense of purpose in their affairs.  By his 
example he had built up Hong Kong’s economic well-being, giving Hong Kong an 
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international outlook and position, in support of which he had led trade missions and 
delegations abroad. 

Kenneth’s particular contribution, again by the force of his personal example, had been 
his staunch support of the concept of service to the community, on which, the welfare of 
Hong Kong depends.  To this end, in addition to the service to Rotary, he had invested 
his time, the most valuable of his resources, in the most valuable of Hong Kong 
commodities, the aspirations of the young.  He had devoted himself to the improvement 
of the welfare organizations and to the establishment of schools via the San Wui 
Commercial Society (新會商會).  He had involved himself closely in the work of the Scout 
movement and of the Y.M.C.A. (Young Men’s Christian Association).  He was a past 
Commissioner of the St. John Ambulance Brigade and was the first Chairman of the 
Duke of Edinburgh's Award Scheme in Hong Kong.  At the same time, he had taken a 
full and active part in the cultural life of the Hong Kong community, offering his support 
to numerous societies concerned with music and the arts.   

In the field of higher education Kenneth had offered the benefit of his guidance to the 
two universities – The University of Hong Kong (香港大學) and the Chinese University of 
Hong Kong (香港中文大學).  Kenneth had been a member of the Hong Kong University 
Court (香港大學校董) since 1948.  From 1962 to 1972, Kenneth was Chairman of the 
United College Board of Trustees (聯合書院董事會主席).  The United College was one of 
the three foundation colleges in the establishment of The Chinese University of Hong 
Kong in 1963.  Since then, Kenneth served as an Ex-officio Member of the University 
Council (香港中文大學當然校董).  

He had the distinction of having been the first Chinese to serve as Honorary Aide-de-
Camp (香港總督榮譽副官) to four successive Governors and Officers Administering the 
Government of Hong Kong.  

From 1951 to 1960, Kenneth was appointed a Senior Unofficial Member of the Urban 
Council of Hong Kong (香港市政局首席非官守議員).  In 1952, Kenneth received the life 
appointment of Unofficial Justice of Peace for Hong Kong (香港非官守太平紳士) from the 
Hong Kong Governor.  He was appointed to the Legislative Council of Hong Kong (香港

立法局非官守議員) in 1959, in which he served until 1965.  From 1962 to 1972, he was the 
Unofficial Member of the Executive Council of Hong Kong (香港行政局非官守議員). 

Kenneth was an environmentalist who was the founder and president of Hong Kong's 
World Wild Life Fund (世界野生生物基金會) in 1961 – the former organization of World 
Wide Fund for Nature (世界自然基金會) (WWF) since 1986.  He also was a co-founder of 
the Ocean Park Hong Kong in 1971 and served as the first chairman of the Park.   

Kenneth has added lustre to the name of one of Hong Kong's most respected families, 
and by virtue of his personal achievement he has moved to the forefront of Hong Kong's 
affairs. 

Giving the perspective illustration about Kenneth and his family, a Hong Kong writer 
Victoria Bernard contributed an article《Sir Kenneth Ping-fan Fung -- Hong Kong’s 

Man of Action》to《The Rotarian》magazine in May 1984.  Readers may find the full 

text of which is attached after Page 4. 
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The Road of Fame 

1911   Kenneth was born on 28 May 1911 as one of the three sons to Mr. Fung Ping-Shan 
(馮平山), a co-founder of the Bank of East Asia.   

1931   Kenneth was still a student in the School of Chinese Studies (香港大學中文學院), 
University of Hong Kong.  His father passed away.  He was given the responsibility of 
administering an intricate business organization demised by his father.   

1934   Kenneth joined The Rotary Club of Hong Kong (香港扶輪社) at the age of 23, the 
youngest Rotarian in Hong Kong history. 

1939   At the age of 28, Kenneth established the Fung Ping Fan Group. 

1947-1997   Director, The Bank of East Asia, Ltd., concurrently the chief manager from 
1965 to 1969. 

1948-2002   Life Member of the Court, The University of Hong Kong (香港大學終身校董). 

1949-1950   Kenneth was President of Hong Kong Rotary Club, 57th District (South 
China) of Rotary International, when “Gem” George E. Marden was the Governor. 

1951-1960   Senior Unofficial Member of the Urban Council of Hong Kong (香港市政局首

席非官守議員) 

1952   Conferred a life appointment of an Unofficial Justice of Peace for Hong Kong 
(J.P.) by the Hong Kong G0vernor Sir Alexander Grantham (香港總督葛量洪爵士). 

1953-1958   Commissioner, Hong Kong St. John Ambulance Brigade 

1958   Confrères of The Knight of Justice of The Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of 
Saint John of Jerusalem (K.St.J.) by Queen Elizabeth II, United Kingdom 

1958   Decorated an Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (O.B.E.) 
by Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom. 

1959-1965   Unofficial Member of the Legislative Council of Hong Kong (香港立法局非官

守議員) 

1961-1962   Served Rotary International as District 345 Governor, of which the territory 
was composed of: (1) Republic of China (that portion of Taiwan Province); (2) British 
Crown Colony Hong Kong; and (3) Portuguese Territory Macao.  He was the second 
governor of this District, and was the first Hong Kong Rotarian who served the post.  
Theme of the Year was “ACT -- Aim for Action, Communicate for Understanding, Test 
for Leadership” (努力行動，對了解鋪路，提高領導). 

1961   He was also an environmentalist -- the founder and president of Hong Kong's 
World Wild Life Fund (世界野生生物基金會). 

1961   Founding Chairman, The Duke of Edinburgh's Award in Hong Kong 

1962-1972   Unofficial Member of the Executive Council of Hong Kong (香港行政局非官守

議員) 
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1962-1972   Chairman of the United College Board of Trustees (聯合書院董事會主席).   

1963-1972   Ex-officio Member, Council of The Chinese University of Hong Kong (香港中

文大學當然校董), in the capacity as Chairman of the United College Board of Trustees. 

1965   Decorated a Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire 
(C.B.E.) by Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom. 

1965   Hong Kong chief delegate to Tokyo International Trade Fair in Japan. 

1968   Conferred Doctor of Laws Degree (honoris causa) by The Chinese University of 
Hong Kong. 

1969   Conferred Doctor of Social Science Degree (honoris causa) by The University of 
Hong Kong. 

1969   Decorated an Order of the Sacred Treasure, 3rd Class (勳三等瑞寶章) by the 
Emperor of Japan. 

1971-1974   Chairman, Hong Kong St. John Ambulance Association Council 

1971   Kenneth was a co-founder of the Ocean Park Hong Kong (香港海洋公園) and 
served as the first Chairman of the Board, Ocean Park Limited. 

1972   Bestowed a Knight Bachelor by Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom. 

 

1975   The Fung Ping Fan Group bought a McDonald's franchise and introduced the fast-
food restaurant to Hong Kong. 

1976   In recognition of long and meritus service as Vice President of The Scout 
Association of Hong Kong, Kenneth was decorated The Silver Acorn by the British 
Commonwealth Scout Council. 

1985   Decorated an Order of the Sacred Treasure, 2nd Class (勳二等瑞寶章) by the 
Emperor of Japan. 

1985   Decorated the Golden Dragon Medal – highest award for lay members – by the 
Chief Scout Sir Edward Youde (尤德爵士), The Scout Association of Hong Kong. 

1992   Conferred the title of Honorary Citizen of Xinhui City, Guangdong Province (新會

市榮譽市民), China. 

1993   Conferred the title of Honorary Citizen of Jiangmen City, Guangdong Province (江
門市榮譽市民), China. 

2002   Kenneth died on 16 May 2002 at the Hong Kong Adventist Hospital, aged 91.  
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