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Norovyn Altankhuyag (Норовын Алтанхуяг) is a Mongolian politician who was the Prime 

Minister of Mongolia from 2012 to 2014.  Altankhuyag is a Charter Member of Tuul Rotary 

Club (Туул Pотари Kлуб), and later served as its President in 2007-2008. 

The Rotary Club of Tuul, Mongolia, was admitted membership to Rotary International on 23 

February 2004, the 99th Anniversary of Rotary.  The story of the Club began at the premises of 

Altan Gadas (Алтан гадас) Association (in English, North Star Association) in Ulaanbaatar 

(Улаанбаатар), which is a non-governmental organization dedicating to humanitarian and 

community services.  That was November 2003 when Herbert K. Lau was having a business 

trip to the city. 

Taking this opportunity, Herbert K. Lau had a private meeting with Madam Sh. Battsetseg (Ш. 

Батцэцэг), Charter President of Zuunmod Rotary Club (Зуунмод Ротари клуб) of which Lau 

was its founder, and received the progress report of the Club’s activities.  At the end, Battsetseg 

asked if another new Club could be organized for a group of community leaders who were 

mostly belong to a local NGO.  With Lau’s consent, a private meeting was immediately 

arranged with the leaders of the Altan Gadas: Professor R. Gonchigdorj (Р. Гончигдорж), 

President; D. Dorligjav (Д. Дорлигжав), Chairman; Ya Sanjmyatav (Я. Санжмятав), Director; 

and S. Mendsaikhan (С. Мэндсайхан), Executive Director.  After the briefing on “What Is 

Rotary” and the opinions exchange, it was agreed to have some of the qualified Altan Gadas’ 

members be organized to form a new Rotary Club making the Association to have an informal 

link with the international organization of Rotary, and partnering in achieving the common 

goals to building better communities.  The next day, several dozens of interested members 

were called to get together in the hall of Altan Gadas.  Herbert K. Lau conducted a 3-hour 

seminar on the Object, Service Ideals and Organization of Rotary, with Battsetseg being the 
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interpreter.  After one more talk with in-depth discussion on the other day, Herbert Lau 

returned to Hong Kong and carried on with distant supervision while the local organization 

was in its own progress.  Upon the strong recommendation by Herbert Lau, the Hong Kong 

Rotary Club (香港扶輪社) was happy to be the sponsor of this new Mongolian Club, the 5th Club 

in the country, or the 4th Club organized by Herbert Lau in Mongolia (蒙古國). 

        Early life 

Altankhuyag was born on 20 January 1958 in Uvs Aimag (Увс аймаг) of Mongolia and 

attended Ulaangom’s 1st Secondary School in 1966–1976.  Then he was graduated from the 

Faculty of Physics and Mathematics of National University of Mongolia.  After the graduation, 

he was honored to stay as a professor in the University. 

        Political Career 

During the 1990 Democratic Revolution in Mongolia, Altankhuyag was one of pioneers in the 

youth movement.  With his colleagues, he initiated the Democratic Socialist Movement.  On 21 

February 1990, the first meeting to establish the Mongolian Social Democratic Party was held, 

and he was elected as a member of the party establishing commission. 

Between 1990 and 2006, Altankhuyag served four times as a general secretary of different 

political parties.  He was elected two times as the Member of Parliament.  Democratic Party’s 

National Consultative Committee (NCC) elected him as the Leader of Democratic Party of 

Mongolia in 2008.  He served as the First Deputy Prime Minister of Mongolia in the coalition 

government of the Mongolian People’s Party and Democratic Party of Mongolia in 2008–2012.  

Previously, he served as the Minister of Agriculture and Industry in 1996–2000 and the 

Minister of Finance in 2004–2006. 

Following the 2008 Mongolian parliamentary election, Democratic Party leader Tsakhiagiin 

Elbegdorj resigned as a result of the Party’s controversial defeat and Altankhuyag was elected 

as the Democratic Party’s new leader.  During his leadership, Democratic Party of Mongolia 

launched “Mongolian People—2020” action plan to strengthen the values of democracy and 

civil society. 

        Prime Minister of Mongolia (2012–2014) 

Following the 2012 Mongolian legislative election, Norovyn Altankhuyag was elected Prime 

Minister from 10 August 2012 until 5 November 2014.  During his tenure, Altankhuyag sold a 

large volume of government bonds, and thus was the head of the wealthiest government in 

Mongolia’s history up to that point.   

The Prime Minister of Mongolia (Монгол Улсын Ерөнхий Сайд) is the head of government, 

and heads the Mongolian cabinet.  The Prime Minister is appointed by the Mongolian 

Parliament or the State Great Hural, and can be removed by the Parliament with a vote of no 

confidence. 

The Prime Minister bears the power to appoint the governors of the 21 aimags (i.e. provinces) 

of Mongolia, as well as the governor of the capital, Ulaanbaatar. 


