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From the days of Shanghai to the 1994 convention in Taipei

by Robert T. Yin

hen Rotary was first established in China in

1919, the seaport of Shanghai, on the mouth

of the Yangtze River, was the country’s main
window to the world.

In the tumultuous years after World War I, Shang-
hai offered many opportunities for new industries
and businesses. China had experienced the end of the
Ch'ing dynasty and the successful revolution of 1911,
and was beginning a resolute process of change, In
addition to Chinese nationals, the business commu-
nity of Shanghai included a large group of Anglo-
Americans, Japanese, and Europeans who E‘EtEIJ!iEiEd
their businesses at the ancient port. From the begin-
ning, the Kotary Club of Shanghai was destined to
play a decisive role in the history of Rotary in China.

Early on, the Shanghai club started to develop ser-
vice projects. Some of these projects, aimed at im-
proving the health of young people, received official
Encouragement.

Une of the earliest recorded Eotary projects in China
was an educational program o encourage young peas-
ants to learn modern, more efficient agricultural sys-
tems. In 1926 the Rotary Club of Peking was char-
tered, and an article in THE ROTARIAN on Rotary in
China recorded the teaching of better techniques for
animal husbandry and farming.

Through its international links and its spirit of fel-
lowship, Rotary provided a worthy foram for all those
who were interested in China during the first decades
of the century. In April 1931, for instance, Henry K,
Chang, consul general of the Republic of China at San
Francisco, California, U5 A, commented in the pages
of THE EOTARIAN on the profound societal changes
then being experienced by the Chinese., He empha-
sizedd one point: the counkry’s enormous concern with
the preservation of the traditional family.

In “The Golden Wheel” (a history of Rotary pub-
lished in 1984), author David Shelley Nicholl offers
his perspective on this last point: “Chinese Rotarians
took the view that, where youth was concerned, saf;?'
lay in numbers—the Hangchow club presented a sil-
ver spoon to each new child born to one of its mem-
bers, while the Tientsin club placed a flag by the lunch-
plate of each proud father and dnmam:ﬁ:dya donation
to club funds for each pound the baby gained in
weight.”

Hfsu according to the same author, the first clubs of
Taiwan owed much to “an enthusiastic, child-like,
physically gigantic Rotarian, by the name of James
(‘lim’} W. Davidson, one of the biggest dealers in farm-
ing real estate in the Canadian West, an author, travel
writer, foreign correspondent, Far East expert, and
also a one-time roving diplomatic trouble shooter in
the early vears of the century.”
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Jim Davidson, dubbed
“Kotary’s Marco Polo,”
was appointed Rotary
Honorary General Com-
missioner as he traveled
from 1928 to 1931, help-
ing to establish several
Rotary clubs throughout
the Orient. He helped start
the first Rotary Club of
Formosa {the name then
preferred to describe Tai-
wamn} in 1929,

Umie of the Chinese who
achieved REotary promi-
nence was Chengting T,
Wang, a member of the

The Eotary Club of Shang-
Hai red a franslabion of
Hre Botary Code of Ebhics finto
Chinese, circa 1926, A copy,
done an a silken seroll with a
colorful design of dragons,
storks, and clouds, uws senf
to the Chinese Robarrans, as
well as to the Rotary Club of
Chicago.

Raotary Club of Chung-
king. Eobarian Wang, min-
ister of foreign affairs of
the Republic of China,
was elected a director off
R.I. in 1944-45. In 1945
46 he was R.1.'s second
vice president. (Two other

Chinese have been mems

bers of R.L's board of
directors: Yen Te-Ching
[1941-42] of Nanking, and Fong Foo Sec [1936-37] of
Shanghai.)

Writing in 1934, Eotarian Wang commented on the
general progress of his country: “Air lines are now
maintained between Shanghai, Manking, Hankow,
Ichang, and Chungking, along the Yangtze river, and
between Shanghai, Tsingtao, Tientsin, and Peking along
the coast.” Confidently, the writer declared also that
“China has room for 2,000 Rotary clubs.”

Rotarian Wang's list of cities coincided almost ex-
actly with the list of the first Rotary clubs in China. By
1937, the country had 25 clubs aniappmximate]y 00
Eotarians.

Unfortunately, the disasters of war loomed in the
horizon. In September 1931 a group of Japanese officers
of the Kuantung Army set in motion a plot to compel
their government to extend its power in Manchuria.
On 7 July 1937, Japanese and Chinese troops finally
clashed near Peking, and on 13 August fighting broke
out in Shanghai.

A detailed history of the heroic actions of the Ro-
tary clubs of China during the years 1937-1948 will be
written some day. During the first part of that sad pe-
riod, most clubs continued to meet and carry out their
service programs. Thanks to the iron determination of
committed members, Rotary did not die in China.
Druring much of the conflict, only 12 clubs continued
to meet in their original towns, while the others met
as refugees at a site in Shanghai that came to be known



as the Outport Botarian's Tiffin Club, In spite of the
general chaos then devastating the country, the Chi-
nese clubs continued to provide ambulances, medical
equipment, and school books well after others would
simply have given up.

In 1941, three Rotarians from China attended the

RB.I. Convention in Denver, Colorado, US A, One of |

them, Yen te Ching, was elected to the R.1. Board.

The core of the clubs survived the end of World War
II, but the authorities of the People’s Republic dis-
banded the Rotary clubs of China in 1948, the same
year the government of the Republic of China moved
bo Taiwan.

n the island of Formosa, as Taiwan was com-

monly described in those years, three Rotary

clubs (Taihoku, Keelung and Takao) had flour-
ished under the |Japanese occupation of the island,
which lasted until 1945. Membership in these clubs,
however, was almost entirely limited to [apanese citi-
zens. As the Imperial Army capitulated in 1945, the
three clubs were disbanded.

was started anew in Taipel around the nucleus
of the former mainland Eotary Club of Kunming. The
club members, who had found refuge from the civil
war in Taiwan, began meeting again in February 1948,
and encouraged new men to join their group. On 9
October 1948, their efforts were crowned with success,
when the Rotary Club of Taipel was chartered. The
president of the international group was C. K. Yen, a
former president of the Republic of China .

In its early years, the Taipei Club was forced to de-
vote much of its efforts to the task of intermal exten-
sion. Its membership grew from 26 to 90 members.
Simultaneously, the club began a series of community
service activities, ranging from the support of a medi-
cal clinic at Matsu all the way to the sponsorship of a
yearly English oratory contest among university and
college students throughout Taiwan.

The Botary Club of Taipei also embarked on a vig-
orous extension drive. Three primary targets —estab-
lishing clubs in Keelung, Tainan, and Kaohisung—
were reached in December 1953, and in January and
July 1954 respectively. The Rotary Club of Taipei was
no longer the only one in Taiwan,

When the Taipei Club President-Elect E. T. Chu vis-
ited R.1. headquarters in Chicago after the 1954 ILL
Convention in Seattle, Washington, US.A., he had an
official talk with then General Secretary George
Means. Rotarian Chu wanted to know how the Tai-
wan-Hong Kong-Macau area could regain its district
status. He learned that it would take a minimum of 15
clubs to form a district, Tavwan already had four, and
between Hong Kong and Macau there were another
five. Boldly, E. T. Chu declared he would endeavor to
organize six more clubs in Taiwan, The six new clubs
came one after the other: Hsinchu was chartered on 14
December 1954, Pingtung on 26 February 1955, Chiayi
omn 14 March, Taipei West on 18 March, Ilan on 16 March,
and Taichung on 21 May. With Changhua chartered on
31 March, 1956, the area had a total of 16 clubs.

Petitioned to proceed to the reinstatement of the
district status formerly enjoved by the Chinese clubs,

the R.I. Board decided in 1956 that
in view of geographical and finan-
cial considerations, “the Rotary
Clubs of Taiwan, Hong Kong and
Macau shall not be constituted into
a Rotary district at this time".

K

The 16 clubs reiterated their peti-
tion to be constituted into a Rotary =~ o=l
district in 1957, 1958, and 1959. In s

the meantime, Taipei Morth became
the 17th club in the area, and was
soon followed by Fengshan and Taipel Northwest. In
Janwary 1960, B.IL granted district status to the Eotary
clubs of Taiwan, ['F;ng; Kong, and Macau.

After 1960, Eotary grew in Taiwan at amazing speed.
Rotary's vigor was a match only to the island’s speec-
tacular economic development. Presently, there are
four Rotary districts within Taiwan: District 3460, Cen-
tral Taiwan, with 65 clubs and 2,619 members; District
3470, South Taiwan, with 77 clubs and 3,065 members;
District 4380, Taipei, 55 clubs and 2 B63 members, and
District 3490, North Taiwan, with 55 clubs and 2,129
Rotarians.

In terms of service programs, the Rotary clubs of
Taiwan offer a very diversified selection. Eotarians
sponsor such projects as the Rotary Park of the city of
Hualien, or the Children's Park, in Taipei. Houses for
the aged, free medical services for mountain residents,
scholarships for uni vers-i:l:,' students, and vocational
tours for high school graduates are only a sample of
the service projects being offered by the Eotarians in
Taiwan, where over 1,000 Paul Harris Fellows are added

every year to the list of contributors to The Rotary [

Foundation of R.1

Our clubs are fully prepared o meet our guests from
overseas in 1994, As we ready ourselves for the big
occasion of the first R.L convention ever to be held in
China, we envision an even brighter future for Eotary
in Taiwan, Nobody forgets, however, the noble efforts
of the founders of Rotary in China, almost 75 years
ago, in the busy seaport of Shanghai, L

= Rokerl {"Bab™) T. Yin is the editor of The Rotarian
Monthly, Eefary's official regionsl magazine in Tartwr,

Dhiring the catastrophic years %l"r.fre war against hj-m"'
Rotarians in China turied o the rescue ﬂﬁhﬂusﬂn s of
helpless victims, Maintenance of o mobile clinic was but
one of the many services of Rotarians in Shanghar,
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