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The Hong Kong Rotarian “Wonderful and Gentle Soul”
By Herbert K. Lau (%¥]#xl=2) (Rotary China Historian)
6 November 2026

In an email to graduates, Professor Christopher Chao (4} ;4 1= ##%), Dean of Engineering at
the University of Hong Kong, appraised the School’s distinguished alumnus: “Dr. Chow ... ... ...
passionately and selflessly dedicated himself to his alma mater and Hong Kong,” the email read.
“His wonderful and gentle soul will forever remain in our hearts and he will be sorely missed.”

Ir. Dr. Joseph Chow Ming-Kuen (2 #%f* % P 42 1), OBE, HonDEng (HKPolyU), CEng,
RPE, FHKIE, FICE, FIStructE, FCIT, BSc(Eng) (HKU), JP, was a civil and structural engineer
by profession. He was a Senior Active member of Hong Kong Island West Rotary Club (4 % &
% % #4+) and served the Club as President in 1987-1988. He passed away in Hong Kong on 13
October 2018 after lung cancer battle, aged 77.

Chow is survived by his wife, former member of Hong Kong Urban/Executive/Legislative
Councils, The Honourable Selina Chow Liang Shuk-Yee (% % /3% £ ), and their two daughters.

Chow obtained a Bachelor Degree of Science (Engineering), in 1964 from the University of
Hong Kong (HKU) and had spent almost 50 years in the design, construction and management
of many major local and international infrastructural and building projects. He founded JMK
Consulting Engineers in 1992.

As a student, Chow was elected Chairman of the HKU Engineering Society and organized
its Golden Anniversary Celebrations in 1962 — a role he would reprise for the Faculty’s Centenary
Celebrations in 2012. He was the Founding President of the HKU Engineering Alumni
Association and had served the University, inter alia, as a Court Member, Founding Senior
Member of the HKU Foundation, and a HKU Mentor to its students. Chow was honored in 2013
by the University conferring the title of Honorary University Fellow, in recognition of his
contributions to the University and to the community. The Fellowships are a means for the



University community to thank and salute the lives of those who have made important
contributions in their own unique ways to the University, to academia, and to Hong Kong.

Chow also held several public offices. In his profession, he had been the President 2001-
2002 of the Hong Kong Institution of Engineers; Chairman of the Hong Kong Engineers
Registration Board and the Hong Kong Construction Workers Registration Authority.

To the community, Chow had been Chairman (1996-2003) of the Hong Kong Examinations
and Assessment Authority; and Chairman of the Governing Committee of the Pamela Youde
Nethersole Eastern Hospital. He had also served, inter alia, as a member of the Housing
Authority; Hospital Authority; Chinese Medicine Council and Education Commission. He had
been the Deputy Chairman of Council of The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, which conferred
him Doctor of Engineering (honoris causa) in 1999. He was also a Senior Superintendent of the
Royal Hong Kong Auxiliary Police Force (2 #A s #f B+ E R [ EE 3 5 & ),

Chow was appointed a Justice of the Peace for Hong Kong (J.P.) in 1992 by the Hong Kong
Governor Chris Patten (% 7 %74 ¥ 2% ), and was later appointed in 1997 by Queen Elizabeth II
of the United Kingdom an Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (O.B.E.).

Chow had over 40 years of experience in the planning, design and construction of many
major engineering projects in the United Kingdom, Middle East, China Mainland and Hong
Kong. He was the Independent Non-Executive Chairman of Joseph Chow & Partners Ltd., and
was also Independent Non-Executive Director of Chevalier International Holdings Limited;
Build King Holdings Limited; Road King Infrastructure Limited; and Harbour Centre
Development Limited, etc.
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Ir. Dr. Joseph Chow Ming-Kuen (left) receives the Honorary University Fellowship Certificate from
the hands of Pro-Chancellor Sir David Li Kwok-Po, the University of Hong Kong. (2013)
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THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG

2013 Honorary University Fellow
Ir. Dr. Joseph CHOW Ming-Kuen
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Ir. Dr. Joseph CHOW Ming-Kuen is a civil and structural engineer by profession.

He holds a BSc (Eng) (1964) from HKU and has spent almost 50 years in the design,
construction and management of many major local and international infrastructural
and building projects. He founded JMK Consulting Engineers in 1992 and remains its
Independent Non-Executive Chairman.

As a student, Dr. Chow was elected Chairman of the HKU Engineering Society and
organised its Golden Anniversary Celebrations in 1962 — a role he would reprise for the
Faculty’s Centenary Celebrations in 2012. He is the Founding President of the HKU
Engineering Alumni Association and has served the University, inter alia, as a Court
Member, Founding Senior Member of the HKU Foundation, and an HKU Mentor to its
students.

Dr. Chow has been the President of the Hong Kong Institution of Engineers, and
Chairman of the Hong Kong Engineers Registration Board and the Hong Kong
Construction Workers Registration Authority.

Dr. Chow has been Chairman of the Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment
Authority and of the Governing Committee of the Pamela Youde Nethersole Eastern
Hospital. He has also served, inter alia, as a member of the Housing Authority,
Hospital Authority, Chinese Medicine Council and Education Commission. He has
been the Deputy Chairman of Council of the Hong Kong Polytechnic University, which
awarded him an Honorary Doctorate in 1999. He is also an Honorary Senior
Superintendent of the Hong Kong Auxiliary Police Force.

Dr. Chow was appointed a Justice of the Peace in 1992 and awarded an OBE in 1997.



The University of Hong Kong

Hornell Hall Alumni Association Charitable Fund, Ltd.

Ir. Dr. Joseph Ming-Kuen Chow

Founding President

Dr. Joseph Chow is a civil and structural engineer by profession and graduated from The University of
Hong Kong (HKU) with a B.Sc.(Eng.) degree in 1964. He received his initial training from Scott & Wilson,
Kirkpatrick & Partners in London and Glasgow and has spent almost 50 years in the design,
construction and management of many major infrastructural and building projects in the UK, Hong
Kong, Middle East and the Mainland. He founded his own practice, JMK Consulting Engineers, in 1992.
Although he has retired from JMK, he remains its Independent Non-Executive Chairman. He now also
sits on the boards of several listed companies as INED.

Dr. Chow has demonstrated his leadership qualities even when he was just a student. He was elected
Chairman of the HKU Engineering Society and organized the Golden Anniversary Celebrations for the
Faculty of Engineering in 1962. Interestingly, exactly 50 years later, he chaired the Faculty’s Centenary
Celebrations Organising Committee in 2012. In 1975, he started the HKU Engineering Alumni
Association and became its Founding President.

As a professional engineer, Dr. Chow served as the Chairman of the HK Engineers Registration Board,
the President of the HK Institution of Engineers and the Chairman of the HK Construction Workers
Registration Authority. He also served as the Deputy Chairman of Council and was instrumental in the
upgrading of the Polytechnic to the present day HK Polytechnic University. For services rendered, the
PolyU awarded him an Honorary Doctor of Engineering degree.

Outside engineering, Dr. Chow served in many different capacities including being Chairman of the HK
Examinations and Assessment Authority, Chairman of the Governing Committee of the Pamela Youde
Nethersole Eastern Hospital as well as Chairman of the HK Country Club. He also served as a member
of the Housing Authority, Hospital Authority, Chinese Medicine Council, Education Commission and
other statutory boards and committees.

Few people would have guessed that Dr. Chow also served as an auxiliary police officer for many years
and rose from the rank of a Police Constable to Senior Superintendent. He was Hon. Aide-de-camp to a
former Governor, Lord David Wilson of Tillyorn.

For his contributions to the community as a whole, Dr. Chow was made an Unofficial Justice of the
Peace in 1992 and awarded an Officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE), which he received from
HRH Prince Charles in 1997.

In 2013, Dr. Chow was made an Honorary University Fellow of HKU. He is also a proud alumnus of
Hornell Hall and the inaugural President of the Hornell Hall Alumni Association Charitable Fund Limited.
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Dr. The Honourable Mrs. Selina Chow Liang Shuk-Yee (% % i {>), GBS, OBE, HonDHum
(HSUHK), ADB, LRAM, BA (HKU), JP, is a veteran public service leader and a trailblazer in
Hong Kong’s media industry. For decades, she has been actively engaged in television and
broadcasting, public affairs and community work. She has held senior management positions at
Television Broadcasts Limited (% A4 47 'L = &) (1967-1977), Commercial Television (i # T
i) (1977-1978) and Asia Television Limited (I # & 4°) (1988-1991). Through her creativity and
innovative approach, she played a pivotal role in advancing Hong Kong’s television and media
industry, while mentoring generations of artistes and media professionals, and making
significant contributions to the cultural and creative industries. Selina was involved in the
production of numerous widely acclaimed TV programmes, including { Enjoy Yourself Tonight

Fc# 2 7 ), (Hotel j=# ) and (A House Is Not A Home %% ) . These productions were not

only immensely popular but also became part of the collective cultural memory of generations
of Hong Kong people, helping to lay the foundation for Hong Kong’s television industry.

In public service, Selina served as a Member of the Executive Council ({7 ¥ 4 ) and served
in both the former Legislative Council (* i# % ) and the Legislative Council (* ;* ¢ ) of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region for a total of 277 years. She also served as an advisor to the
China’s Government as a member of the National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference for 12 years until 2017. She held numerous positions on public bodies,
including Chairman of the Consumer Council, Chairman of the Hong Kong Tourism Board,
Chairman of the Quality Tourism Services Association Committee, and member of the Hong
Kong Housing Authority, the Education Commission, the Board of the Airport Authority Hong
Kong and the Hong Kong Trade Development Council. Through these roles, she made
significant contributions to Hong Kong'’s social and economic development.

Selina has earned distinction in both the media and public service sectors. Her
achievements exemplify outstanding leadership, a strong commitment to social responsibility
and a lasting dedication to community service, earning her widespread respect across multiple
sectors. She was awarded the Gold Bauhinia Star by the HKSAR Government in recognition of
her distinguished service.

On 30 October 2026, Selina was conferred Doctor of Humanities, honoris causa, by The
Hang Seng University of Hong Kong (3 #1124 < §).



Education and television career

Selina was born on 25 January 1945 in the British Crown Colony Hong Kong. She was
educated at St. Paul’s Co-educational College (¥ %% ¥ ~ # #) and earned a bachelor’s degree
in English from the University of Hong Kong (4 /# =~ ¥ ) in 1965. She later obtained a
postgraduate diploma from the Rose Bruford College of Speech and Drama and Licentiateship
in Drama (Teacher and Performer) of the Royal Academy of Music in the United Kingdom.

Selina started her career in Hong Kong’s television broadcasting industry as the first
weather girl in Hong Kong at the first wireless TV station Television Broadcasts Limited (TVB)
in 1967. She was an assistant producer at TVB in Broadcast Drive for the English and Chinese
channels under General Manager Colin Bednall ( £ %) before being promoted to Assistant
General Manager to run the entire programming section.

Thinking her career in TVB had reached the glass ceiling, Selina left TVB in 1977 and joined
Commercial Television (CTV) as General Manager in an attempt to resurrect the ailing station,
along with around 200 former TVB personnel including Tsui Hark (i 5.), Patrick Tam (G& %5 )

and Ringo Lam (+k4 X ) in a bidding war between CTV and TVB. However, despite spending

HK$50 million on production in just three years, CTV was unable to survive in the highly
competitive television broadcasting industry and ceased transmissions in 1978. After she left
CTV, Selina codirected her only feature film, (3 =% = No Big Deal) in 1979, a teen comedy,

with Po-Chih Leong (¥ ¥ 4F).

In August 1988, Lai Sun Group (j #7# ®) founder Lim Por-Yen (47 7) took over Asia
Television (ATV) and hired Selina as the station’s Chief Executive. Selina proceeded in the same
month to unveil a HK$233 million six-year investment plan to improve ATV’s competitive edge
against TVB. Selina’s first year in office saw ATV’s annual budget rocket to an estimated
HK$300-350 million, just HK$100—150 million less than TVB. It also poached many talents
from TVB, including comedy stars Lydia Shum (%% #%) and Eric Tsang (% % ix), as well as
producers, technical staff and administrators. The growing deficit sapped Selina’s power as
Chief Executive and in March 1991 she was formally dismissed and replaced by Lam Por-Yen
himself.

Legislative Council

Colonial period

Selina first stepped into politics when she was appointed to the Urban Council (% 5<% ) in
1980. She was subsequently appointed to the Legislative Council (= ;* % ) in 1981 by Hong Kong
Governor Sir Murray MacLehose (3 & B % 12 ;42 & 1 ). She also held numerous public offices
at the time, including the membership of the Law Reform Commission (% &% :c2 £ § §),
the Housing Authority (4 /& % £ % A ¢ ) and the Education Commission (4 # & ¥ 5t &% R ),
as well as the chairmanship of the Consumer Council (4 &} & % f ).

In 1991, Selina was appointed to the Executive Council ({7 #z % ), the top advisory board in
the government, by Hong Kong Governor Sir David Wilson (4 & .7 2 © & 21). She resigned
the following year after the arrival of the last Governor Chris Patten (4 i 38 #) % %) who

6



wanted to reshuffle the Council. Selina was also a member of the Co-operative Resources Centre
(CRC) (#z® ¥ i ¢ ) headed by Senior Member of the Legislative Council Allen Lee (% #§4)
consisting of the appointed members who aimed to counter the rise of the United Democrats of
Hong Kong (% i % 2 F @) in the legislature after their landslide victory in the first ever direct
election in 1991.

The CRC soon transformed into the Liberal Party (p ¢ %) to actively lobby against Chris
Patten’s constitutional reform proposal, which they thought would damage the smooth transfer
of sovereignty of Hong Kong due to Beijing’s strong opposition. In the 1995 Legislative Council
election, Selina contested in the Wholesale and Retail functional constituency and won the seat
against Wong Kwok-Hing (3 & #*) of the Beijing-loyalist Democratic Alliance for the Betterment
of Hong Kong (DAB) (& 4 & B 1% 285 B! / % 2= 8% ). She was later elected to the Beijing-controlled
Provisional Legislative Council (& #F *2 = ;# ¢ ) after the dismantling of the “through train” of
the last colonial Legislative Council.

Special Administrative Region period

In the first Special Administrative Region (SAR) Legislative Council (= i ¢ ) election in
1998, Allen Lee resigned as Liberal Party chairman lost in the direct election. James Tien (= #
%) succeeded as chairman and Selina became Party Vice-chairwoman. After 1997, the Liberal
Party became the partner in Tung Chee-Hwa’s (# 2= #) “governing coalition” which saw Selina
being appointed to the Hong Kong Tourist Association (3 i < 234 ¢ ) before it was transformed
into the Hong Kong Tourism Board (% & *< 2%% & & ) in 2001.

Selina has also been a board member of the Hong Kong Airport Authority (4 /& #3-¢ = &),
honorary adviser to Against Child Abuse (/7 it £ # ¥24 ¢ ), and director of the Hong Kong
Intellectual Property Society (3 i *:# 2 ## ¢ ). As the most senior member in the Legislative
Council, she was also the chairwoman of the House Committee of the Legislative Council from
2000 to 2003. From 2003 to 2008, she was also a member of the 10th National Committee of
Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (¥ M 4 2 5t/ § R 2 WL A € £ | ).

Public opposition to the national security legislation of the {Basic Law Article 23) , and the
historic 2003 July 1st protest against it, led to the resignation of Liberal Party chairman James
Tien from the Executive Council on 6 July. Without Liberal support in the legislature, the
government was short of sufficient votes to pass the bill, which it later shelved. In September
2003, Selina was appointed to the Executive Council ({7 7z ¢ &) to fill Tien’s vacancy.

Selina, the then-chairwoman of Liberal Party, in 2008

Riding on the popularity from the 2003 crisis, Selina and Tien left their trade-based
functional constituencies and ran in geographical constituencies. Selina won a seat in New
Territories West with more than 50,000 votes, more than 10 per cent of the vote share, and was
elected with Tien.

In the 2008 Legislative Council election, Selina lost her re-election in the New Territories
West by receiving only about 21,000 votes, ending her 27 years of service in the legislature.
Selina blamed the loss of her seat on Heung Yee Kuk (#7 % %%:% /& ) chairman and Liberal Party



member Lau Wong-Fat (%] 2 %) for canvassing for the DAB candidate Cheung Hok-Ming (& &
p) during the elections. As a result, both Tien and Selina resigned from the Party organ with
Selina also resigned from the Executive Council.

After Legislative Council

Selina and James Tien returned to the Party leadership after the intra-Party split between
James’s brother Michael Tien (v # &) and Tommy Cheung (3% % * ) over the Minimum Wage
Bill which resulted Michael’s departure from the Party. In January 2011, Selina succeeded
Tommy Cheung as the Vice-chairwoman for the second time. In the 2012 Chief Executive
election, the Liberals initially supported their former member and Chief Secretary for
Administration Henry Tang (2 # # ) but withdrew their support after Henry Tang’s illegal
basement controversy. However, they refused to support another Beijing-supported candidate
Leung Chun-Ying (¥ 3= % ). Selina and party chairwoman Miriam Lau (] # %) defended their
null vote as “the responsible decision” as they could not with all conscience vote for either Tang
or Leung. Their internal poll of 1,900 people showed 30 percent would cast blank votes.

After Miriam Lau was defeated in Hong Kong Island in the 2012 Legislative Council election
and resigned as Party Chairwoman, Selina was elected Chairwoman, unopposed, on 15
December 2012. Under her chairmanship, the new office of Party leader was created and
assumed by James Tien. She held the chairmanship for two years until she was succeeded by
Felix Chung (4£ ®:*) and became the Party honorary chairwoman.

In the 2017 Chief Executive election, Selina split with other Party figures in the election to
nominate former Financial Secretary John Tsang (% % #) on the capacity as an Election
Committee member for Wholesale and Retail with James Tien, Miriam Lau and Felix Chung
against the former Chief Secretary for Administration, the Beijing-supported Carrie Lam (3 3%

1 ggk).
Family

Selina is married to engineer Joseph Chow Ming-Kuen, having proposed on the phone when
he was in Britain in 1968. The couple has two daughters, Chee-May (% % % ) and Chee-Kay (%
#3£ ). They also have five grandchildren.

Honours

(1) 1981 — Appointed Unofficial Justice of the Peace for Hong Kong (JP) by Hong Kong Governor
Sir Murray MacLehose.

(2) 1985 — Appointed Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (OBE) by Queen
Elizabeth II, United Kingdom.

(3) 2002 — Conferred Gold Bauhinia Star (GBS) by the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region Government, China.

(4) 30 October 2026 -- Conferred Doctor of Humanities, honoris causa, by The Hang Seng
University of Hong Kong, China.
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Mrs Selina Chow, an icon of innovativeness and
visionary leadership, revolutionised Hong Kong’s
television industry with ground breaking
programmes that deeply resonated with local
audiences. Her dedication extended into nearly
five decades of distinguished public service, where
she consistently prioritised the public good over
political convenience. Mrs Chow’s courage and
commitment to the community are evident in her
landmark initiatives and political contributions,
reflecting her unwavering dedication to social
progress and the betterment of Hong Kong society.

Mrs Chow graduated with a BA in English from The
University of Hong Kong. She subsequently
pursued professional training in the United
Kingdom, obtaining a postgraduate diploma from
Rose Bruford College of Speech and Drama and a
Licentiateship in Drama (Teacher and Performer)
from the Royal Academy of Music. Her passion in
performing arts brought her to start her career in
Television Broadcasts Limited (TVB), where she
started as an assistant and rose swiftly to become
an independent producer-director. She was
remarked as the role model of Hong Kong’s first
generation of television professionals.

Being a visionary producer-director, Mrs Chow
transformed the TVB Channel “Pearl” from an
English-language channel with primarily expats as

Citations

Ei 5

Mrs Selina Chow Liang Shuk-yee

Doctor of Humanities honoris causa

viewers to a popular channel that also served
local Chinese. She expanded the reach of
audiences by introducing acclaimed overseas
dramas with Chinese subtitles, reversing financial
losses and gaining critical acclaim. Trained in
the UK, she pioneered dynamic production
techniques, advancing realistic dramas like Hotel
(€¥E#8) ). Known for her relentless innovation —
nicknamed “AB%” (signifying “creative ideas
daily”) — Mrs Chow emphasises creative media
programmes rooted in real-life observation and
element of surprise.

Through her innovativeness and perceptiveness,
Mrs Chow developed numerous popular drama
series, sports programmes, news, commercials,
variety shows, and talk shows, that were
first-of-its-kind yet with strong local character.
Among these were acclaimed programmes such
as Enjoy Yourself Tonight ((¥R%5 ) ), The Hui
Brothers Show ((#£%R=) ), Miss Hong Kong
Pageant ({(E#&/\B#3%E) ) and A House Is Not
a Home ({Z%t)). She helped develop an
advertising-funded free-to-air television model,
supplemented by the overseas sale of
programmes, which contributed to the growth
of Hong Kong’s local television industry.

Mrs Chow later on made the transition from a
creative leader in television to a public service

Honorary Doctorate Conferment Ceremony 2026 528+ 2 1515812 2026
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leader. She served as a Member of the Executive
Council and served in both the former Legislative
Council and the Legislative Council of the HKSAR
for a total of 27 years. She also served as an
advisor to the Central Government as a member
of the National Committee of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference for 12 years. She
held numerous positions on public bodies,
including Chairman of the Consumer Council,
Chairman of the Hong Kong Tourism Board,
Chairman of the Quality Tourism Services
Association Committee, and member of the Hong
Kong Housing  Authority, the Education
Commission, the Board of the Airport Authority
Hong Kong and the Hong Kong Trade
Development Council. Through these roles, she
made significant contributions to Hong Kong’s
social and economic development and was
awarded the Gold Bauhinia Star by the HKSAR
Government in 2002.

During her tenure as a public service leader, she
upheld the principles of rationality, respect and
fairness. She emphasised that legislators should
be critically constructive: speaking objectively
and rationally for their constituents and the
public, rather than seeking mere popularity.
When she saw gaps in government policies or
proposed legislation, she would voice out to the
Government for improvement. Although the
legislature contained clear differences between
political parties, Mrs Chow earned trust and
respect across the political spectrum, evidenced
by her elected role as the Chairman of House
Committee of the Legislative Council for the
2000-01 session. This demonstrated cross-camp
confidence in her impartial principle of
upholding what is right rather than favouring
one’s own side.

Mrs Chow has a strong sense of righteousness. In
1997, amidst strong opposition from local doctors
and the Government, she courageously proposed

the Medical Registration (Transitional Provisions)
Bill, which aimed to enable medical students
already studying at recognised Commonwealth
institutions to return to Hong Kong to practise
without having to sit for the licentiate
examination, as this was a promise previously
made to them. Mrs Chow stood firmly with
affected parents and medical students and
tirelessly lobbied political groups to support the
Bill. Her principled advocacy led to its passage that
provided for a grandfathering arrangement that
opened the door for the return of 1,000 doctors
trained by renowned medical institutions.

Mrs Chow regards integrity as the fundamental
standard of public service, believing that an ideal
public servant must consistently act with Hong
Kong’s best interests in mind, rather than personal
gain or loss. Extending this principle to the
younger generation, she advises them not to focus
solely on immediate rewards. Instead, she
encourages young people to reflect on whether,
decades from now, they will look back and feel
that they have achieved meaningful purposes and
served their mission.

Chairman, in recognition of Mrs Selina Chow’s
significant contributions and achievement in both
the media and public service sectors, | am
honoured to present Mrs Selina Chow to you
for the conferment of Doctor of Humanities,
honoris causa.

Citation written and delivered by
Professor Jeanne Fu
Vice-President (Learning and Student Experience)
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Facing the tight land supply in Hong Kong, in early 2018, some people proposed building houses on the Kwai
Chung Container Terminal. Joseph Chow expressed his support---that building houses atop the site has
advantages in time, cost and technology, and is not much different from building houses on other flat land.
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