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Dr. Kuo Ping-Wen (384 ~ £ 1), HonLLD (St. John’s), PhD(Ed) (Columbia), MA(Ed)
(Columbia), BSc (Wooster), joined Shanghai Rotary Club (} /& #* #4+) from 1923 to 1925
holding the Classification “Education — Universities” when he was the first president of the
Shanghai College of Commerce (! /% 4 + &), practically the commerce faculty of the National
Southeast University (& = L = * &) of which Kuo was also the Chancellor.
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Kuo was one of the very early native Chinese to join the Rotary Club of Shanghai. In the
February 1924 issue of (The ROTARIAN) magazine, on Page 12 there was a special page for
“Some Prominent Chinese Rotarians—Members of the Rotary Club of Shanghai”, of which there
was a small photo mentioning “Dr. P. W. Kuo (Prexy)—President of Southwestern University,
Nanking” (see reprint on next page). However, the information quoted was an error.
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Rotarian, Educator, Scholar, Reformer, Statesman

Kuo Ping-Wen (3% % < ) (16 February 1880 — 29 August 1969) was a scholar, pioneering
Chinese educator, administrator, and reformer who shaped modern higher education in the
Republic of China (¥ # % ®]). Born in Shanghai (_ /%) to a Presbyterian family, he became the
first Chinese national to earn a Ph.D. from Teachers College, Columbia University in 1914, with
a dissertation on the historical development of China’s public education system, later published
as a book.

Kuo’s career emphasized integrating Western pedagogical methods with Chinese traditions,
serving as Dean and President of Nanking Higher Normal School (= 7 % # 7 # & 1&) from 1915
to 1920, and then as Founding President of National Southeastern University from 1920 onward,
where he established an American-style governance structure, promoted faculty and student
autonomy, and introduced co-education despite cultural resistance. He advocated “The Four
Balances” in education---between general and specialized studies, humanities and sciences,
personnel investment and facilities, and national versus international perspectives---and invited
figures like John Dewey and Bertrand Russell to lecture, fostering global exchanges.

Beyond academia, Kuo contributed to cultural and economic initiatives, editing Chinese
editions of English dictionaries at the Commercial Press (7 7+ 5 % 4&), co-founding the China
Institute in New York in 1926 to promote Sino-American ties, and holding international roles
such as Deputy Director-General of the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration
(1944-1947). His efforts earned him honorary degrees and recognition as a founder of
contemporary Chinese universities, though his later years involved diplomatic and advisory
positions amid China’s turbulent politics.

Childhood and Initial Education

Kuo Ping-Wen was born on 16 February 1880, in Shanghai, Kiangsu (Jiangsu) Province of
the Ch’ing Empire (+ 7 B/ # 4 7 if %), as the third child in a family of three brothers and
three sisters. His father, a physician who served as an elder in the local Presbyterian Church (%
B & 44k € 4 ¢ ), instilled a Christian upbringing in an era when Western missionary
influences were expanding in coastal China.

Raised in this religiously oriented household amid Shanghai’s growing international and
missionary communities, Kuo’s early years emphasized moral and intellectual development
aligned with Protestant values. By age 13, he entered the Lowrie Institute (i< % %), a
Presbyterian missionary school in Shanghai. Lowrie Institute provided secondary education
blending Chinese classics with Western subjects such as English, mathematics, and science.

Kuo graduated from the Institute in 1896 and briefly remained as an instructor there from
1896 to 1897, gaining early teaching experience while deepening his exposure to progressive
pedagogical methods imported by American missionaries. This phase of his training, rooted in
missionary-led reforms, equipped him with a foundation in Western academic standards amid
the late Ch’ing Empire’s efforts to adapt traditional Confucian education to contemporary needs.



Education in the United States

Arrival and Undergraduate Studies

After Lowrie Institute, Kuo Ping-Wen then served in the Customs and Postal bureaus before
going to the United States in July 1906 under the sponsorship of the Presbyterian Church.

Kuo at first attending the Preparatory Academy at the University of Wooster (now the
College of Wooster), in Ohio. This two-year preparatory period at the Academy equipped him
with the necessary academic foundation, reflecting the common path for international students
adapting to American higher education systems at the time.

In 1908, Kuo transitioned to the University of Wooster with the support of the Boxer
Rebellion Indemnity Scholarship Program (& + p& % & % £ ), where he pursued undergraduate
studies, majoring in science and engaging actively in campus life. During his time there from
1908 to 1911, Kuo served as editor of the college newspaper ( The Wooster Voice )
demonstrating his leadership and interest in communication and education.

In 1911 he wrote an extensive article for the newspaper on the history of Chinese students
in the United States, beginning with Yung Wing (% ) at Yale University in the mid-nineteenth
century. He won several speech prizes for the University and was mentored in oratory by
Professor of Speech Delbert Giles Lean. He earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 1911, marking
the completion of his undergraduate education and positioning him for advanced graduate
pursuits.

These early experiences in the United States exposed Kuo to progressive educational models,
influencing his later reforms in China, though his undergraduate focus remained on
foundational scientific training rather than specialized pedagogy at this stage.

Graduate Work and PhD Achievement

Kuo Ping-Wen pursued graduate studies at Teachers College, Columbia University, where
he conducted research on educational systems and administration. Under the mentorship of
George Strayer (¢ A P?), aleading authority on school organization, Kuo focused on comparative
analyses of educational structures, drawing from both Western methodologies and Chinese
historical contexts. His work was influenced by prominent faculty such as John Dewey (4 =),
whose progressive educational ideas emphasized experiential learning, and Paul Monroe (i #%),
known for global education surveys.

In 1914, Kuo completed his Ph.D. dissertation titled { The Chinese System of Public
Education) , which provided a comprehensive historical and structural examination of China’s
educational evolution from ancient imperial academies to early modern reforms. Published by
Teachers College, the thesis highlighted systemic challenges and potential modernizations,
serving as a foundational text for cross-cultural educational policy. This achievement marked
Kuo as the first Chinese national to earn a Doctor of Philosophy degree (PhD) from Teachers



College, Columbia University, a milestone that underscored his pioneering role in bridging
Eastern and Western pedagogical traditions.

The Chinese edition of the doctoral dissertation (¥ B % % 4] & /- & ¥ ) was published in
Shanghai in 1916 by The Commercial Press.

In 1918, Kuo was conferred Doctor of Laws (honoris causa) by St. John’s University,
Shanghai (_+ /% ¥ 36~ §).

Professional Career in China

Early Roles in Education and YMCA Involvement.

In 1914 Kuo returned to China and first joined The Commercial Press in Shanghai as an
editor for one year.

From 1915, Kuo served as Dean of Nanking Higher Normal School, becoming President in
1918 and serving until 1920, where he implemented progressive educational methods influenced
by his American training, emphasizing practical training and curriculum modernization for
teacher preparation.

In 1916 Kuo briefly served as President of the Lowrie Institute in Shanghai, a Presbyterian-
affiliated school where he had earlier instructed in the 1890s, furthering his involvement in
Christian-oriented education. Concurrently he served as Chairman of the Educational Mission
to Europe and America to study post-World War I educational problems. The next year, Kuo
was Chairman of the Educational Commission to Japan and the Philippine Islands, and he re-
joined The Commercial Press as an editor and a director, using the platform to disseminate
works on public education systems. These early positions laid the groundwork for his advocacy
of Western-inspired reforms in Chinese higher education, blending administrative leadership
with YMCA-driven social outreach.

In 1915, Kuo was elected President of the Nanking branch of the Young Men’s Cristian
Association (YMCA), reflecting his established Christian connections from student activities in
the United States and his commitment to integrating moral education with institutional reform
efforts. During this tenure, the YMCA under his leadership supported educational initiatives,
including lectures and programs aimed at youth development amid China’s early republican
transitions.

Leadership at Nanking Higher Normal School and Southeast University

Kuo Ping-Wen returned to China in 1914 and soon became involved in reforming the
Nanking Higher Normal School, initially serving as its Dean in 1915 before being appointed
President in 1918. Under his leadership, the institution’s enrollment expanded significantly
from 126 to 416 students by 1918, reflecting efforts to broaden access and enhance capacity. He
introduced reforms drawing from the American university model, including the promotion of
co-education, which made Nanking Higher Normal School the first modern co-educational
institution in China. This included establishing an Office of Dean of Women in government



normal colleges to support female students. Despite criticism over potential moral impacts, Kuo
defended co-education as fostering mutual respect and elevating academic standards without
harming student character.

In 1920, during his presidency, Kuo led the administration in proposing the creation of a
national university, which gained approval from the Ministry of Education and resulted in the
preparatory office for the new university opening on 6 December 1920. Appointed President of
National Southeast University, Nanking (Nanjing) (% » ), in September 1921, he concurrently
headed both institutions until 1923, when Nanking Higher Normal School was absorbed into the
University, streamlining operations on a shared campus. His “Four Combinations” framework
guided these efforts: blending internationalization with localization, bottom-up with top-down
approaches, modernization with tradition, and innovation with established learning, thereby
adapting Western systems to Chinese contexts while integrating traditional culture and
promoting democratic management. Key initiatives included discipline construction, teaching
reforms, and recruiting faculty trained abroad, particularly from the United States, which helped
elevate Southeast University’s reputation as one of China’s leading institutions alongside Peking
University (#* % *~ #). National Southeast University was later renamed National Central

University (R = ¥ & * #)in 1928

Kuo’s tenure ensured relative financial stability for Southeast University from 1918 to 1925
amid warlord-era disruptions and funding delays, achieved through diplomatic relations with
provincial authorities like Kiangsu’s military governor Ch’i Hsieh-Yuan (% & =) and officials in
Peking (Beijing) (# » ). These measures supported rapid faculty growth and institutional
expansion, positioning the University as a pioneer in higher education reform. His leadership
ended in 1925 following political interference, including a campaign by faculty opponents and
the replacement of his key supporter as governor.

National Policy Contributions

Kuo Ping-Wen played a pivotal role in advancing national higher education reforms during
the Republican era by serving as the inaugural president of National Southeast University, where
he implemented structural changes modeled on progressive American practices. These included
establishing an American-style board of directors, faculty governance mechanisms, and student
autonomy protocols, which modernized institutional administration and elevated the
University’s status as a key national research hub. Under his leadership, the institution
integrated lectures from international figures such as John Dewey and Paul Monroe, fostering a
synthesis of Western pedagogical methods with Chinese traditions that influenced broader
national standards for university organization and curriculum development.

He advocated for balanced national education policies encapsulated in his “four balances”
framework: equilibrium between general and specialized training, humanistic and scientific
disciplines, investment in teacher development versus physical infrastructure, and domestic
versus global knowledge integration. This approach aimed to create a robust, adaptable public
education system capable of supporting China’s modernization efforts, and it informed debates
on curriculum standardization and resource allocation at the national level. Kuo’s emphasis on



these principles contributed to policy discussions promoting vocational and scientific education
over purely classical studies, aligning with Republican government initiatives to build human
capital for industrial and administrative needs.

Additionally, Kuo promoted gender-inclusive policies by actively recruiting female students
to Southeast University and championing women’s access to higher education, challenging
traditional barriers and supporting nascent national efforts to expand educational equity.

In his international engagements, Kuo was elected three times as Vice-Chairman of the
World Education Congress and became the Chairman of its Asian division in 1923, facilitated
policy exchanges that brought global best practices into Chinese national frameworks, enhancing
cross-border collaborations in teacher training and curriculum design. His removal from his
presidential post at National Southeastern University in 1925 was a result of the intrusion of
political forces into higher education and academia during the turbulent decade of the 1920s in
China. Essentially, Kuo had made compromises with the warlords during that decade in order
to develop National Southeast University, and the rise of the Kuomintang (¥ & & % % ) set him

at odds with the Nationalist leadership. Later on in 1925, he was elected President of China
Education Association (¥ ## ¥ @& ¢ ). Kuo went to the United States to lecture at the
University of Chicago.

In May 1926, join-hands with Paul Monroe in New York, Kuo was one of the founders of the
China Institute in America (& # = :£4+), and also its first president and Director 1926-1930 who
significantly contributed to the Chinese cultural exchange. He had established a platform for
sustained Sino-U.S. educational partnerships, which indirectly bolstered national policy through
the importation of expertise and funding for Chinese institutions.

Invited by Dr. H. H. Kung (3*4£% # 1), Minister of Industry and Commerce, Kuo served

the government again in 1931 as Director of the Foreign Trade Bureau of the Ministry of Industry;
and later he joined the banking and financial sector with outstanding contributions.

Educational Philosophy and Reforms

Core Ideas on Modernizing Chinese Education

Kuo’s educational philosophy centered on adapting Western progressive models to Chinese
contexts, emphasizing balanced development to foster national modernization. Influenced by
John Dewey’s experiential learning and Paul Monroe’s administrative approaches during his
studies at Teachers College, Columbia University, he advocated integrating democratic
principles, faculty governance, and student autonomy into Chinese institutions. This synthesis
aimed to overcome limitations of the traditional imperial examination system, which prioritized
rote memorization over practical skills, by promoting a system that cultivated versatile citizens
capable of scientific and industrial advancement.

At the heart of his reforms was the strategy of “four balances”, designed to create holistic
educational frameworks suited to China’s needs. The first balance opposed overly narrow
specialization against comprehensive, well-rounded training, ensuring students gained broad
knowledge before delving into expertise. The second reconciled humanistic studies---rooted in
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classical Chinese literature for moral stability---with scientific disciplines to produce
intellectually versatile graduates. The third equated investments in teacher quality and
professional development with infrastructure improvements, recognizing personnel as the
primary driver of educational efficacy over mere facilities. Finally, the fourth balanced national
traditions with international perspectives, encouraging bidirectional learning to preserve
cultural strengths while importing global innovations, as Kuo argued that “we can learn in both
directions”.

Kuo applied these principles practically, championing women’s inclusion in higher
education and inviting scholars like Dewey, Monroe, Bertrand Russell, and Hans Driesch to
lecture at institutions he led, such as Southeast University, to globalize curricula. His 1914
dissertation on China’s educational evolution from ancient to modern eras underscored
structural reforms, including standardized public systems to support republican governance and
economic progress. These ideas, implemented amid early 20th-century turmoil, prioritized
empirical adaptation over ideological purity, evaluating reforms by their capacity to build
administrative efficiency and human capital for national self-strengthening.

Key Publications and Implemented Changes

Kuo’s most prominent publication was {The Chinese System of Public Education) (1915),

his doctoral dissertation from Teachers College, Columbia University, which analyzed the
historical evolution of China’s educational institutions from imperial times through early
republican reforms, highlighting deficiencies in traditional Confucian-based systems and
advocating for modernization aligned with Western scientific and democratic principles. This
work, published as part of Teachers College’s Contributions to Education series, drew on
empirical surveys of Chinese schools and proposed adaptive integration of foreign models to
foster national progress, influencing subsequent policy discussions on compulsory education
and vocational training,.

In implementing educational changes, Kuo applied American progressive education models
at Nanking Higher Normal School, starting in 1915, and its successor, National Southeast
University (established 1920), where as principal and chancellor he restructured curricula to
emphasize elective courses, credit systems, and research-oriented pedagogy over rote
memorization, while localizing these to incorporate Chinese cultural elements. These reforms
included expanding departments in sciences and engineering, introducing teacher certification
standards, and promoting student self-governance to cultivate democratic habits, which elevated
the institution into a comprehensive university model and served as a prototype for national
higher education overhaul. On a national level, as a member of the Kiangsu Provincial
Educational Commission, he contributed to policy frameworks that standardized six-year
primary education, reduced classical text dominance, and prioritized science and industry
training amid post-May Fourth Movement (7 = i # ) calls for vernacular language and
utilitarian learning. His efforts, informed by international study tours, identified trends like
wartime educational resilience and vocational focus, which he operationalized to shift China
toward a merit-based, adaptive system less reliant on familial or examination-driven elitism.



Later Years and Death

Wartime and Post-War Activities

Kuo married Ruth Loo-Tuh How (& # 4% ), second daughter of The Commercial Press
founder How Zoen-Fong (% 7 =) and the niece of his divorced wife T. F. Bau (# ® %} ), on 12
October 1935 in Hangchow (Hangzhou) ().

During the Sino-Japanese War, Kuo Ping-Wen shifted from domestic educational and
financial roles to international diplomacy and procurement efforts on behalf of the Nationalist
government. From 1938 to 1944, he served as Director of the Chinese Government Trading
Commission to Great Britain---Sino-British Trade Association (¢ # ¥ % & ¢ )---and as
Financial Counsellor at the Chinese embassy in London, where he facilitated the acquisition of
war materiel and financial aid for China, including the allocation of British Boxer Indemnity
funds for machinery, railway equipment, and scholarships for Chinese students studying in
Britain. In 1943, he led the Chinese delegation to the United Nations Conference on Food and
Agriculture in Hot Springs, Virginia, and the United Nations Preliminary Monetary Conference
in Washington, D.C., contributing to wartime international coordination on economic stability.
The following year, in 1944, Kuo participated as a delegate in the United Nations Monetary and
Financial Conference at Bretton Woods, New Hampshire, reflecting his growing influence in
Nationalist fiscal policy amid ongoing conflict.

After the World War II, Kuo remained abroad, primarily in the United States, transitioning
to relief coordination and advisory roles supporting Chinese expatriates and cultural ties.
Between 1944 and 1947, he acted as Deputy Director General and Chief of Secretariat for the
United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA), aiding reconstruction
efforts in war-devastated regions, including China (see photos on Pages 21-22).

From 1944 to 1959, based in Washington, D.C., he advised Chinese students stranded
abroad due to the Chinese Civil War and the 1949 Communist victory, chairing the Committee
on Planning and Advising Chinese Students to provide financial and educational support.

Concurrently, he promoted Sino-American relations as Executive Director of the Chinese-
American Institute of Social Sciences (£ % 4+ ¢ 4 & <) (1947-1957). In the last decade of his
life, in 1957 Kuo join-hands with Arthur William Hummel, Sr. (12 % %), Ts’ao Wen-Yen (§ ~ 2)
and Pao Yu-Yu (# % 1.) with private funds organized Sino-American Cultural Society (* % < i*
= ¢ ) in Washington D.C., U.S.A,, offered academic activities. Kuo was its president from 1963.
And in 1957 Kuo was also invited to serve as Chairman of “Education and Culture Career
Advisory Committee of The Republic of China in the United States” (¥ #3 WA : kv~ t T ¥
kiR % B € ), underscoring his alignment with the Taipei (4 #*) regime despite residing in the
United States, where he continued fostering educational exchanges until his later years. These
activities emphasized practical aid and diplomacy over direct involvement in China’s internal
conflicts, leveraging his pre-War expertise in education and finance to sustain Nationalist
networks abroad.



Final Positions and Passing

In the post-War period, Kuo Ping-Wen, residing in the United States, assumed roles
emphasizing Sino-American cultural and educational exchange. From 1947 to 1957, he served
as Executive Director of the Chinese-American Institute of Social Sciences in Washington, D.C.
He chaired a committee from 1944 to 1959 advising on the welfare of Chinese students stranded
in the United States amid the Chinese Civil War and the establishment of the People’s Republic
of China (¥ # 4 & % {rR]).

From 1957 until his death in 1969, Kuo was President of the Chinese Advisory Committee
on Cultural Relations in America. In 1958, he founded the Sino-American Cultural Society in
Washington, D.C., and led it as President from 1963 to 1969. These positions reflected his
enduring commitment to fostering ties between the Republic of China and the United States,
aligning with the Nationalist government’s international outreach after its retreat to Taiwan (%

).
In recognition of his contributions, Kuo received an honorary Doctor of Letters from the
China Academy (* ## j#F+) in Taiwan in 1967.

Died of stroke on 29 August 1969 in Washington D.C., Dr. Kuo Ping-Wen is buried in Fort
Lincoln Cemetery in Brentwood, Maryland, U.S.A. His funeral drew tributes from Republic of
China representatives, including Ambassador Chow Shu-Kai (% % 14 ), who lauded Kuo’s
wisdom, integrity, and lifelong efforts to modernize Chinese education and promote cross-
cultural understanding.

Legacy and Assessment

Positive Impacts and Achievements

Kuo’s leadership as President of Southeastern University from 1920 to 1925 introduced co-
education, making it the first institution in China to adopt this model, along with establishing
the Office of Dean of Women in government normal colleges. These reforms, initially met with
criticism, empirically demonstrated enhanced mutual respect between genders and elevated
scholastic performance, thereby advancing educational inclusivity and setting precedents for
gender-integrated learning across Chinese higher education.

His appointment to the inaugural Board of Trustees of the China Foundation for the
Promotion of Education and Culture in 1924 enabled targeted investments in scientific
knowledge and technical training, utilizing Boxer Indemnity funds to modernize curricula and
foster practical skills development nationwide. By directing the China Institute in America from
1925 to 1930, Kuo facilitated Sino-American educational exchanges, importing progressive
pedagogical methods and strengthening cross-cultural academic ties that influenced teacher
training and institutional reforms in China.

Overall, Kuo’s efforts as the first Chinese recipient of a Ph.D. from Teachers College,
Columbia University in 1914, combined with his administrative roles at Nanking Teachers’
College (1915—1920) and Southeastern University, laid foundational elements for China’s
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modern educational system by emphasizing evidence-based reforms, technocratic training, and
Western-inspired administration, impacting generations of educators and policymakers.

In June 2011, the 100th anniversary of Kuo’s graduation from the University of Wooster,
and 9o years after Kuo was appointed as President of National Southeast University, a
conference examining Kuo’s contribution to higher education in China was held in Nanjing at
Southeast University, the site of former Southeast University which Kuo had helped found.
Scholars from the People’s Republic of China, Taiwan, and the United States were represented,
and the participants presented papers dealing with Kuo’s educational thought, his ideas on
structuring higher education in China, and his impact on relations between East and West. On
25 October 2014, a symposium was held at Columbia University Teachers College dealing with
Kuo’s contributions to higher education in China and to Sino-Cultural institutions and affairs in
the United States. Scholars from the China Mainland, Taiwan and the United States contributed
papers and participated in discussions on Kuo’s career and its significance. In March 2016, the
book (Kuo Ping Wen: Scholar, Reformer, Statesman ) , a collection of essays on Kuo as educator,
statesman, and cultural ambassador, edited by Ryan Allen and Ji Liu (%¥1%), was published by

Long River Press, and in October, 2016 a book-signing symposium was held at the C. V. Starr
East Asian Library at Columbia University.

Since his academic background was shaped at liberal arts institutions, Kuo believed that a
well-rounded education in both the sciences and the humanities was essential. Moreover, since
his undergraduate experience at the University of Wooster was co-educational, he was a strong
supporter of women’s education in China. It was at the University of Wooster that Kuo changed
his plan to study law and focused instead on issues of educational reform, which became the
basis for his career once he returned to China. His educational philosophy embraced a strategy
based on Four Balances: the balance between well-rounded education and specialized education,
the balance between humanistic education and scientific education, the balance between
investment in teaching faculty and investment in teaching facilities, and the balance between
national and international learning. Kuo felt that China could learn much from the study of
Western accomplishments in science, just as the West could learn much from China about the
philosophy of life, and he was a strong supporter of the expansion of Chinese studies at American
colleges and universities. In furthering interactions between East and West through education,
Kuo contributed to building the Sino-American relationship that flourishes today.

Criticisms and Controversies

Kuo Ping-Wen encountered significant opposition for pioneering co-education at
Southeastern University in the early 1920s, with critics from conservative circles decrying it as a
threat to moral standards and traditional values amid national alarm over Western influences
eroding Chinese social norms. He persisted by implementing monitoring mechanisms and
empirical assessments, ultimately demonstrating through student outcomes that coeducation
did not correlate with moral decline, which gradually muted detractors but highlighted broader
tensions between modernization efforts and entrenched cultural resistance.

A major controversy arose from faculty conflicts, particularly with Professor Yang Hsing-Fo
(# ¢ # ), an outspoken Kuomintang member and engineering academic who frequently
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lambasted Kuo’s administrative decisions in public forums and meetings, accusing him of
autocratic tendencies and inadequate consultation. This rift, exacerbated by Yang’s radical
political leanings and demands for greater professor-led governance over Kuo’s principal-centric
model, reflected deeper institutional debates on university autonomy during the Republic era’s
instability, though some analysis attribute partial fault to Kuo’s reported lapses in
communication and unilateral decision-making. Yang’s sharp rebukes, including on issues like
the suspension of engineering programs, fueled ongoing tensions that were later politicized.

Kuo’s tenure at Southeast University drew accusations of undue reliance on regional
warlord Ch’i Hsieh-Yuan, the Chihli clique governor of Kiangsu, for institutional support amid
fiscal and political pressures, which opponents framed as compromising academic independence
by aligning with militarist factions. Following the Chihli-Fengtien War in 1924 (% = = & % %
%) and the subsequent shift in power to Tuan Ch’i-Jui’s (#4435} ) government, Yang escalated
complaints to acting Education Minister Ma Hsili-Lun (5 4ci4), portraying Kuo as a “warlord
lackey” in league with Ch’i, prompting Kuo’s abrupt dismissal as President on 6 January 1925,
via a hasty State Council resolution. While Kuo’s interactions with Ch’i secured resources like
funding and protection during chaotic times---essential for sustaining operations in a
fragmented polity---critics, influenced by rising Nationalist and anti-warlords sentiments,
leveraged these ties to undermine his leadership, underscoring the era's fusion of educational
reform with partisan strife.

Contemporary Evaluations

In recent scholarship on the history of Chinese education, Kuo is evaluated as a pivotal
figure in adapting John Dewey’s progressive ideas to China’s modernization efforts, particularly
through his advocacy for practical, experiential learning in higher normal schools. His emphasis
on aligning education with societal needs, such as vocational training and democratic principles,
is credited with influencing Republican-era reforms, though assessments note limitations in
scaling these to rural contexts amid China’s fragmented political landscape.

Contemporary analyses highlight Kuo’s peace education philosophy, developed during his
leadership at Nanking Higher Normal School and National Southeast University, as promoting
international exchanges to cultivate a “world spirit” that strengthens national capabilities while
fostering global harmony. This approach is assessed as having enduring practical value in the
21st century, serving as intellectual heritage for addressing intercultural understanding and
conflict prevention through education.

His legacy in U.S.-China educational ties receives positive recognition, with modern
observers noting the continued impact of his 1925 work China and the United States, which
foresaw the significance of student exchanges---evident today in over 235,000 Chinese students
in American higher education. Scholarships established in his name, such as the [Kuo Ping Wen
Scholarship] at Teachers College, Columbia University, funded by foundations like J. T. Tai &
Co., actively support Chinese graduate students, perpetuating his vision of mutual learning
between nations. Symposiums and discussions, including those querying “Who is the Next Kuo
Ping Wen?”, underscore his role in inspiring bidirectional cultural flows, though critiques persist
on the imbalance of exchanges favoring Chinese students over American sojourns to China.
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In Service of Education

Columbia University’s Teachers College honors its first Chinese Ph.D.
By Ryan Allen / 6 November 2014
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Kuo Ping-Wen

In 1914, Kuo Ping-Wen received his Ph.D. from Teachers College of Columbia University,
becoming the first Chinese national to do so. Kuo successfully defended his dissertation, entitled
(The Chinese System of Public Education) , which was one of the first in-depth analyses of the
entire Chinese educational sector at that time. In honor of this centennial anniversary, Teachers
College hosted a symposium dedicated to Kuo, “In Service of Education: The Life and Times of
Kuo Ping Wen, China’s First Global Educator,” on October 25.

Kuo’s accolades do not stop at his Ph.D., as he is an important figure for Chinese educational
development and for U.S.-China relations. He was quite influential in the tumultuous era in
China after the fall of the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911). He helped to transform Nanjing Higher
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Normal School in Jiangsu Province into National Southeast University, which laid the
foundations for both Southeast University and Nanjing University.

Kuo, along with John Dewey, Hu Shih, and Paul Monroe, also founded the China Institute
in 1926, a New York-based non-governmental organization (NGO) with a mission to “advance a
deeper understanding of China.”

Today, the institute remains an important intercultural connecter between China and the
United States. Upon leaving the institute, Kuo became a renowned statesman, playing an active
role at the Bretton Woods Conference in 1944 and later serving as deputy director of United
Nations Relief Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA), among other diplomatic roles.

The symposium was conceived by Kuo’s great-grandniece Carolyn Hsu-Balcer, and was co-
sponsored by Teachers College, the C. V. Starr East Asian Library at Columbia University, and
the China Institute.

The Department of International and Transcultural Studies of Teachers College published
a biographical book for the symposium, entitled ( Kuo Ping Wen: Scholar, Statesmen, and

Reformer) . The publication, co-edited by Ryan Allen and Ji Liu of Teachers College, brought

together scholars from both China and the U.S. to celebrate the life of Kuo. The book will be
available to the public for purchase and a Chinese language edition is in the works.

“The book 1is the joint effort of five scholars from different disciplines. They, like the
students who worked tirelessly to assemble the book and organize the symposium, were
inspired by the life and works of my great-granduncle,” wrote Hsu-Balcer, whom was the
driving force behind the entire symposium. “My hope is that the reader of these essays will be
similarly inspired to support education and understanding in the spirit of the values
exemplified by Kuo Ping-Wen.”

The other book contributors come from distinguished backgrounds and institutions: York
Lo, Associate in Research, Fairbank Center for Chinese Studies, Harvard University; David
Gedalecia, Michael O. Fisher Professor of History, College of Wooster; Huimei Zhou, Lecturer of
Modern History, Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University; Gita Steiner-Khamsi,
Professor of International and Comparative Education and Chair of the Department of
International and Transcultural Studies, Teachers College; Yechun Song, Associate Professor of
Higher Education Administration, Southeast University; and Yanqiu Zheng, Ph.D. candidate in
Modern Chinese History, Northwestern University.

Kuo’s legacy

When Kuo first came to study in the United States, first at Wooster College and then at
Teachers College, there were only hundreds of Chinese nationals studying throughout the U.S.,
mostly coming from elite families or Christian missionary programs.

Now, a century later, Chinese international students can be found at almost every higher
educational institution in the U.S., with over 235,000 students studying in the American higher
education sector, more than any other foreign nationality, according to the Institute of
International Education
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Kuo would be proud to see the importance that this student population has on contemporary
American higher education.

“Perhaps the strongest, and most significant cultural relationship between China and
America lies in the movement for sending Chinese students to America for higher education,”
said Kuo, in the 1925 publication {China and the United States) , surprising still quite relevant

today.

Adding to Kuo’s long and influential legacy, the J. T. Tai & Co. Foundation created the Kuo
Ping-Wen Scholarship for Chinese students studying at Teachers College. The recipients
attended the symposium and were excited to continue the important legacy between Kuo,
Teachers College, and China.

In hosting the symposium, Teachers College is continuing to build upon its storied history
of support and cooperation it has had with China. Chinese students first started to enroll at
Teachers College around 1905 and continued to attract talented students from China who would
go on to have a major impact in their fields, including Kuo and other educators such as Jiang
Menglin and Tao Xingzhi.

Likewise, famed Teachers College professors such as John Dewey and Paul Monroe made
visits to China throughout the early twentieth century. Reaffirming this strong historical
connection, the Center on Chinese Education was founded in 2000 and continues to bring
scholars to the U.S. from China and vice versa.

Who is the next Kuo Ping-Wen?

One of the liveliest panels of the entire symposium was entitled “Who is the Next Kuo Ping-
Wen?” The panelist came from a variety of disciplines and institutions, including Tom Moore,
Vice President of the China Institute, who suggested that the next Kuo might not need to be
Chinese, and that it might be more prudent for an American to take on this legacy.

There has been an increase in Americans studying in China, but the levels are nowhere near
that of Chinese students coming to U.S. institutions. Concurrently, China remains somewhat of
a mystery to the larger U.S. population. The cross-cultural mismatch between these two nations
is nothing new, and it was even concerning to Kuo back in the 1920s.

“Americans have gone out to China to teach, but few to learn. Many Chinese students have
come to America to receive what America has to give, but few American students have been
sent to China to receive what China has to offer,” said Kuo in China and the United States.
“Millions of dollars are spent every year to educate the Chinese to know America, but
comparatively little has been done to teach America to know China.”

Indeed, Americans need to have a greater understanding of China. Kuo Ping-Wen
recognized this early on and the organizers of the symposium hoped that his inspiration is now
growing amongst Chinese and American students and educators who have a new found
reverence for past figures such as Kuo. His legacy will live on through these students, the
institutions that he was a part of, and the people that he inspires.
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Kuo Ping Wen, a Legacy that still Lives Today
By Ji Liu (October 2014) (University of Columbia)

Exactly 100 years ago, Dr. Kuo Ping Wen became the first Chinese doctoral degree recipient
at Teachers College. Soon after his graduation from TC, he returned to China, and founded the
National Southeast University in Nanking. Dr. Kuo was regarded as the father of modern
Chinese higher education because of the many fundamental changes he brought with him.
Under Dr. Kuo’s administration, National Southeast University developed into a modern
university of many “firsts.” It was the first university in China to establish board-oversight in
institutional management, to integrate teacher-education in a university-setting, to increase
institutional visibility by engaging social services, and to open enrollment to both males and
females. In 1926, Dr. Kuo also went on to found the China Institute. Dr. Kuo’s tireless work to
advance China’s higher education system and to build Sino-U.S. relations has had a profound
impact on China and the world, which still inspires many today.

On October 25th, 2014, co-organized by TC, the China Institute, the C.V. Starr East Asian
Library of Columbia University, and co-sponsored by Ms. Carolyn Hsu-Balcer (Dr. Kuo’s great
grandniece), and Mr. Kaiyuan Wang, Dr. Kuo’s legacy was celebrated at the Kuo Ping Wen
Symposium, (In Service to Education: The Life and Times of Kuo Ping Wen, China’s First
Global Educator ) . The day-long event featured distinguished speakers including former
Chinese Vice-Minister of Education Dr. Yu Wei, Teachers College President Susan Furhman,
Southeast University Vice-President Bo Liu, and Teachers College William H. Kilpatrick
Professor Henry Levin. Three panels of scholars from Mainland China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan
also convened to discuss the history, philosophy, and present implications of Dr. Kuo’s legacy.
Many high-level Chinese government officials, scholars, and faculty and students at Teachers
College were also in attendance. In conjunction with the centennial celebrations, a book titled

{Kuo Ping Wen: Scholar, Statesman, and Reformer) , co-edited by Ryan Allen and Ji Liu, was
compiled to narrate the remarkable life achievements of Dr. Kuo.

As highlighted by President Susan Furhman, TC was the “birthplace of comparative and
international education.” TC’s unyielding goal in educating scholars and leaders had
tremendous impact on the development of education in China. Over the years, many
instrumental figures in Chinese education had studied at TC, such as Tao Xingzhi, Hu Shih,
Zhang Boling, Chen Heqin, Jiang Menglin, and certainly Kuo Ping Wen. In honor of Dr. Kuo’s
legacy, along with the generous support from Carolyn’s family foundation, the Kuo Ping Wen
Scholarship was established to support Chinese students who are pursuing graduate studies at
TC, a trail blazed by Dr. Kuo over a century ago.

China is a country experiencing unprecedented growth and immense changes in every field,
including education. As China Institute Vice-President Thomas Moore pointed out during his
closing remarks at the Symposium on Saturday, “With increasing interconnectivity between the
U.S. and China, the need for mutual understanding and cooperation is more important than
ever.” The significance of this symposium was not only a celebration of Dr. Kuo’s achievements
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in education, but also a symbol and reflection of his enduring vision for the strengthening of
Sino-U.S. relations. The privilege of peace and development that the new generation in these
two nations enjoy today calls for a greater sense of joint responsibility and mutual interest. Dr.
Kuo’s wisdom and insight are still an important and relevant message today, and in his own
words, “let us hope that these ties of friendship will be preserved and I'm proved upon as the
years go by, to the end that these two nations may continue to live in a happy state of
friendship.”

¥ ¥ %K K EESERERES *e KK KK KXF** KX X**

Kuo Ping Wen
R R L
Scholar, Reformer, Statesmar

an M. Allen and J

(Kuo Ping Wen: Scholar, Reformer, Statesman ) (2016) by Ryan M Allen, Ji Liu

Often cited as the founding father of modern Chinese higher education, Kuo Ping Wen
(1880-1969) was the first Chinese to earn a Ph.D. from Teachers College, Columbia University,
in 1914. This unique book celebrates Kuo’s life trajectory, achievements, and legacy: as the son
of a Chinese Christian family, as a student at Wooster College and a Ph.D. recipient at Teachers
College; as Founding Chancellor of Southeast University in China, and as Founder of the China
Institute in New York. As an educator and statesman, Kuo was a pioneer in facilitating cross-
cultural communication and understanding to bring East and West together.
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The Meng Fang Library Building of the National Southeast University —
A project by Shanghai Rotarian V. Fong Lam via his firm Lam Glines & Company in 1923
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http://zt.sxjszx.com.cn/work_info.asp?id=1959

2014 # 117 87 —+ 3 HERFRREZRITE AT > FIL 2 L aup F b FEREF A#HF -
8 November 2014 -- During the 97th anniversary celebration of Shanghai University of Finance and Economics,
bronze statue of Dr. Kuo Ping-Wen was erected in the Guoding Campus.

Bz tapHr (htspf=<8)r Fi#s  Relic of the Shanghai College of Commerce main gate
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1946 # —— ;5 LRBF 1 < Fr 7 B L B E ARG F R E s o
A fully-assembled, 9o-ton “MacArthur” type railroad locomotive being unloaded at Shanghai’s Woosung docks
to be used in UNRRA'’s rehabilitation of China’s railroad. (1946)

1946 # — 4 ¢ B Frssafe 4.5 8 * B L BE B RREFHRE ETIE 0k
Introducing the use of UNRRA powdered milk for children in an orphanage in China (1946)
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1946 # — 4 FE B RAREF 27 B4 ot i
Distribution of the UNRRA rice during famine in China. (1946)

2 2 (G erre BTN BB RSB A FRI L B S F# e Allis Chalmers B # #5724
A trained Chinese tractor operator drives an UNRRA-supplied Allis Chalmers farm tractor skillfully at the
agricultural experimental farm
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gL EBEE AR
Rotarian Dr. Kuo Ping-Wen and RotaryAnn Ruth Loo-Tuh How

2012767 28— e *E[I0FARBYE FEX 2B Lp lfpd W REF A o
2 June 2012 -- During the Southeast University’s 110th anniversary celebration,
bronze statue of Dr. Kuo Ping-Wen was erected in the Jiulonghu Campus.
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