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Dr. Herman C. E. Liu

The Shanghai Rotarian assassinated by Imperial Japan’s agents
By Herbert K. Lau (%¥]#xl=2) (Rotary China Historian)
1 December 2021

Dr. Herman C. E. Liu (%% 2 # 1), PhD (Columbia), MA (Chicago), BSc (Soochow),
President of the University of Shanghai (i /= ~ ) (a Baptist institution), was assassinated by
Imperial Japan’s agents in 1938. This is in the Rotary China History that a Rotarian educator,
even not a politician nor serviceman, was murdered by political assassination. Liu was elected
an Active Member to the Shanghai Rotary Club (_} /& 4 #4+) on 25 March 1930, nickname
“Prexy”, with classification “Schools--Education”.

When the Imperial Japanese forces invaded Manchuria and Shanghai, China, in 1931 and
1932, respectively, patriotic students disrupted learning at the universities in protest. Liu
pursued humanism and became active in the resistance against Japanese aggression and
national salvation. He was elected as the chairman of the Shanghai Resistance Against Japanese
Aggression National Salvation Association (! / < it % #=p $c® ¢ ), and was appointed by Mr.
Hollington K. Tong (& #¢ - ), Deputy Minister of Information of Kuomintang (KMT) (* & %
B¢ L7 BIEITE ), to try to persuade the United States to support China against the Imperial
Japan. When the Japanese puppet government in Nanking (Nanjing) (% » ) tried to make him
Minister of Education, Liu refused. He continued his resistance activities in Shanghai even after
the city was occupied by the Japanese Military Forces. Because of his truculent behavior and
social influence which made the invaders extremely uncomfortable, Liu was at age 42
assassinated with gun-shot at head by the Imperial Japan’s agents on Thursday 7 April 1938 in
the early morning at the Bubbling Well Road (# % # §.) (today’s Nanjing West Road % » & )
when he was taking his second son Kwong-Hwa (& #) to see dentist. The sad news was widely
reported by multi-languages newspapers. (see news clippings on Pages 18-20)

[Note] Hollington K. Tong (% %f £ ) was an Active Member of Tientsin Rotary Club (% 23 #
A4).



However, the paradox is that Liu, who had no political identity, was praised and honored by
two opposite regimes after being killed. The Nationalist Government (* % % ® <) honored
him with a “state funeral”. On the other hand later in 1985, the China Communist Party (CCP)
(¥ W+ & %) in conjunction with the People’s Republic of China Central Government (# # 4 %
£ 4c® ¥ & % A Fejy) declared Liu a “Revolutionary Martyr”. In fact, Liu belonged to no party
and even had no political title, with only one identity as President of a Christian University of
Shanghai, assigned and appointed by the American Baptist Missionary Union (# # =4¥ ¢ ).
However, as a humanist, he was lauded by general acclaim from all social chases and served as
one of the major activists in Shanghai in resisting Japanese aggression during the War.

According to the rough description of Herman’s story, the influence and practical
significance of the humanitarian intellectuals and their publications in Shanghai during the War
were recognized by the whole nation, and both the Kuomintang (KMT) (literally Nationalist
Party) (¥ B % %) and the CCP recognized their identities, but this identity was likely to tag
them as “leftists” in the eyes of the KMT and “rightists” in the eyes of the CCP.
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Proudto be “5\ a Rotarian

Brief Biography of Herman C. E. Liu
Early Life and Education
Upbringing and Family Background

Liu Chan-En, commonly known in English as Herman C. E. Liu, was born in 1896 in Yang
Hsin County, Hupeh (Hubei) Province of the Ch’ing Empire (+ 7 B 4* 4 H #75%), to a family
of devout Chinese Baptists. He represented the third generation in his lineage to embrace the
Baptist faith. His early years were shaped by economic hardship, stemming from his father’s
premature death, which left the family in impoverished circumstances and influenced Liu’s
subsequent emphasis on self-reliance and Christian service.

Liu pursued his primary and secondary education in Hankow (Hankou) (% © ) (modern-
day Wuhan 7 ;% ), where the urban environment and proximity to missionary activities likely
reinforced his familial religious commitments amid the broader socio-political turbulence of late
Imperial Ch’ing and early Republican China. These formative experiences in a Baptist household,
combined with regional exposure to Western-influenced education, laid the groundwork for his
later roles in Christian institutions, though specific details on siblings or maternal influence
remain sparsely documented in available records.

Academic and Professional Training

Liu received his primary and secondary education at mission schools in China, during which
he converted to Christianity. He graduated from Soochow University (X £ + #) in 1918 with a
Bachelor of Science degree.

Liu then pursued graduate studies in the United States, attending the University of Chicago
before earning a Doctor of Philosophy degree (PhD) in education from Teachers College,
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Columbia University, circa 1922, as evidenced by his publication {Non-verbal Intelligence Tests
for Use in China) issued by the College that year. Dr. Chen Yu-Gwan (/#4312 1), President
1927-1950 of Nanking University (£ i ~ ¥ & £ ) and later a charter member of Nanking Rotary
Club (= » # #4+) in 1934, was his Columbian mate. (see photo on Page 13)

Upon returning to China, Liu served as Educational Secretary for the National Committee
of the Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) from 1922 to 1928, focusing on Christian
educational initiatives and youth programs. This role provided practical training in
administrative leadership and cross-cultural educational policy, bridging his academic
background with emerging professional responsibilities in missionary and civic organizations.

In 1926, Liu was chief delegate from China to the World YMCA Conference in Finland. He
took the opportunity to observe the educational systems in Europe.

Professional Career

Roles in Education

Liu served as Educational Secretary of the National Committee of YMCA in China from 1922
to 1928, where he contributed to citizenship education campaigns and broader educational
initiatives aligned with Christian values. During this period, he authored works such as
publications on the (Three Principles of the People) and citizenship training, reflecting his
focus on integrating moral and nationalistic elements into pedagogy.

As a devout Christian, in 1928, Liu was nominated as the successor by the Council Chairman
and President Francis John White (@ﬁ% i# ) of the University of Shanghai (& /= ~ ) (formerly
Shanghai Baptist College } /% ¢ < & ). Liu became the first Chinese President of this
University and assumed this position at a politically difficult time when private schools were
required to be registered with the National Government and the teaching of religion was
curtailed. During the Boxer Rebellion (% {-®:& #) in 1900, the Central China Mission of the
American Southern Baptist Convention and the East China Mission of the American Baptist
Missionary Union (Northern Baptists) gathered in Shanghai. The two missions collaborated for
higher education, establishing the Shanghai Baptist Theological Seminary (} /# % ¢ ¥ i Ix) in
1906 and Shanghai Baptist College ( /4% ¢ ~ # %) in 1909. The two were combined in 1911
to form “Shanghai Baptist College and Theological Seminary” (} /%% ¢ +~ ). The name
“University of Shanghai” (& /= = %) was adopted when it was registered with the Republican
China’s Government in 1929.

Holding a Ph.D. from Teachers College, Columbia University, Liu led reforms to render the
University “more Christian, more Chinese, and more efficient”, navigating post-Anti-Christian
Movement pressures (1922—-1927) by securing national government registration and
emphasizing indigenous leadership.

Under Liu’s presidency, enrollment expanded to 2,834 students with 66 faculty members
by 1936, and the faculty composition shifted toward localization, reaching 14 Chinese professors
to 11 foreign ones by 1937. He advanced structural changes, including vocational programs,
community service, and a college system encompassing arts, science, and commerce, drawing
on American pragmatic influences like John Dewey’s social efficiency models to enhance
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practical relevance for Chinese society. These efforts preserved the institution’s Christian
foundation while adapting it to nationalist demands, as articulated in his writings like
( Christian Education in China) published in {The Chinese Recorder) in 1928.

Administrative Leadership in Shanghai

Liu assumed the presidency of the University of Shanghai in 1928, becoming the
institution’s first Chinese leader amid pressures from China’s nationalist movements and the
preceding Anti-Christian Movement of 1922—1927, which had accelerated the shift from foreign
missionary control to indigenous administration. His tenure emphasized transforming the
University into a model of “more Christian, more Chinese, and more efficient” higher education,
blending evangelical commitments with pragmatic adaptations to local cultural and societal
demands. Influenced by American progressive education theories, particularly John Dewey’s
emphasis on social efficiency and experiential learning, Liu prioritized curricula that fostered
citizenship, community service, and vocational skills to align with China’s modernization needs.

Under Liu’s administration, the University underwent structural reforms, including the
establishment of a collegiate system encompassing Colleges of Arts, Science, and Commerce,
alongside expanded vocational programs to enhance practical training and employability. He
oversaw a deliberate indigenization of the faculty, reducing reliance on foreign missionaries. By
1937, the ratio stood at 11 foreign professors to 14 Chinese, reflecting efforts to integrate national
identity while preserving the institution’s Baptist heritage. Enrollment surged, reaching 2,834
students served by 66 faculty members by 1936, supported by registration with the national
government to legitimize operations amid rising anti-imperialist sentiments.

Liu’s leadership navigated acute challenges, including financial strains from the Global
Depression and political volatility, yet he championed initiatives for national revival through
education, such as campaigns promoting civic responsibility in the late 1930s. His refusal to
yield to Japanese demands during the 1937 occupation of Shanghai, coupled with aid to war
refugees, underscored a commitment to institutional autonomy and patriotic service, though it
heightened risks to his position. These efforts positioned the University of Shanghai as a key
center for Christian-nationalist education, earning Liu esteem in both religious and academic
circles until his tenure’s abrupt end.

Religious and Civic Engagement

Baptist and Christian Activities

Liu was a prominent Baptist layman active in Shanghai’s Christian community during the
1920s and 1930s. From 1922 to 1928, he served as Educational Secretary of the National
Committee of the YMCA in China, where he advanced Christian educational initiatives, including
citizenship campaigns that blended biblical principles with civic training, as outlined in his 1926
publication Citizenship and People’s Rule and a 1927 article on the YMCA'’s five-year citizenship
education effort. In 1928, Liu published ( Christian Education in China) in {The Chinese
Recorder) , advocating for the integration of Christian values into modern Chinese schooling to
foster moral and practical development.

As the first Chinese president of the University of Shanghai---a Baptist institution founded
in 1906 by the Southern Baptist Convention and the American Baptist Missionary Union---Liu



led from 1928 until his death in 1938, emphasizing a vision to make the university “more
Christian, more Chinese, and more efficient”.

Under his administration, required Bible courses and chapel services were maintained to
instill Christian doctrine, while vocational programs drew on pragmatic philosophies to align
faith with societal utility. By 1936, enrollment reached 2,834 students with 66 faculty members,
reflecting growth in Christian higher education amid nationalist pressures.

Liu’s response to the Anti-Christian Movement (1922-1927) involved pragmatic
adaptations, such as registering the university with the national government and shifting faculty
composition to prioritize Chinese scholars---achieving a 14:11 ratio of Chinese to foreign
professors by 1937---while preserving its Baptist identity against accusations of foreign
imperialism. In 1937, amid the Sino-Japanese conflict, he organized aid for thousands of war
refugees in Shanghai, embodying Christian service through humanitarian relief that intertwined
faith-based compassion with patriotic resistance. Facing Japanese threats, including
assassination attempts and blacklisting, Liu affirmed his commitment, stating, “I will remain as
the Lord can use me here. I will not desert”, prioritizing divine duty over personal safety. His
1938 martyrdom by Japanese forces solidified his reputation as a Baptist leader who fused
evangelism with national resilience.

During his terms of presidential office, Liu was criticized by the students because he
implemented the order of the Nationalist Government to ban student demonstrations. After the
July 7 Incident broke out at the Marco Polo Bridge of Peiping (- -~ j '}iz}%i %) in 1937, the
Imperial Japanese forces launched the entire aggression to China. When the Imperial Japanese
forces captured Shanghai, Liu moved the University to the Shanghai International Settlement
(& = 2 42 7 )—the so called “Isolated Island”---so that it could continue to function. Under
his decade of leadership, the University grew and gained academic recognition. The Imperial
Japanese aggression brought major disruption to the University of Shanghai. The campus laid
between the sea and the city, directly in line of the Japanese invasion of August 1937. Students
and faculty took refuge in the basement of the science building during the initial attack, then
made their way to the University’s Downtown School of Commerce (& iz~ 33 7 &% 7 % I2),
where classes continued despite daily bombing of the city. The School Dean was a financial
expert Percy Chu (4 & % ) (Shanghai Rotary Club President 1934-1935).

Throughout the course of the War, the University occupied several buildings within
Shanghai International Settlement and shared the library and laboratory facilities of St. John’s
University. On Thursday 77 April 1938, University President Herman C. E. Liu was assassinated
by the Imperial Japan’s agents. For the duration of the War, the University operated two
programs, the Shanghai Institute in Shanghai which was headed by Percy Chu, and the School
of Commerce in Chungking (Chongqing) (£ & ).

(Note: In 1996, the former “Shanghai University” campus was incorporated by the People’s
Government into the “University of Shanghai for Science & Technology ' /# 1 1 <« £” where a
memorial bronze bust statute of Dr. Herman Liu was erected in the garden, and the library was
named after him as “Chan-En Memorial Library /# & % £ B3 47.)



Assassination and Death

Circumstances of the Assassination

On 7 April 1938, Herman Liu, President of the University of Shanghai, was assassinated in
the International Settlement of Shanghai (} /% = £ £ % ). He was shot multiple times by
unidentified gunmen while walking along a public street, succumbing to his wounds shortly
thereafter.

Liu had been aware of threats to his life for months prior, learning as early as November
1937 of a rumored Japanese blacklist targeting over 200 Chinese leaders, including university
presidents. In a letter dated 17 November 1937, to Dr. Harry S. Meyers of the Northern Baptist
Convention, Liu acknowledged the danger but affirmed his and his wife’s resolve to proceed with
their duties undeterred, stating their commitment as Christians and Chinese citizens to persist
without surrender. Despite urgings from concerned associates to evacuate Shanghai amid
escalating risks, Liu refused, prioritizing his responsibilities.

The assassination occurred amid heightened tensions following Japan’s occupation of parts
of Shanghai in late 1937, though immediate eyewitness accounts of the gunmen’s identities or
escape were not publicly detailed in contemporary reports. Liu’s death shocked international
missionary and educational circles, with his body reportedly bearing signs of close-range
execution-style wounds.

Motives, Perpetrators, and Historical Context

The assassination of Herman C. E. Liu occurred amid the escalating Second Sino-Japanese
War, which erupted on 7 July 1937, following Japan’s full-scale invasion of China after years of
aggression including the 1931 occupation of Manchuria. In Shanghai, the Battle of Shanghai (i
& ¢ %) from August to November 1937 devastated the city, prompting Japanese forces to
consolidate control over occupied zones while Chinese nationalists and civilians mounted
resistance through propaganda, boycotts, and underground networks. Intellectuals and civic
leaders like Liu, who relocated the University of Shanghai to the safer International Settlement
in 1937 to sustain education amid the chaos, increasingly opposed Japanese imperialism,
fostering anti-aggression committees and public awareness campaigns that challenged Tokyo’s
narrative of the conflict. This period saw a surge in targeted killings by pro-Japanese elements,
including assassinations of both collaborators and resisters, as Japan sought to eliminate voices
amplifying Chinese grievances to international audiences.

Liu’s perpetrators were widely believed to be Japanese secret agents operating in Shanghai’s
shadowy wartime underworld, where intelligence operatives from Tokyo’s Kempeitai military
police and affiliated pro-Japanese terrorists conducted hits to suppress dissent. Although
settlement police arrested one Chinese gunman, who claimed to have been hired to kill Liu as a
traitor, the act was attributed to Japan’s covert network, which had previously targeted other
anti-war figures to instill fear and deter foreign sympathy for China. On 7 April 1938, Liu was
gunned down on a Shanghai street shortly before his scheduled departure for the United States,
a timing that underscored the precision of the attack.

The motives centered on Liu’s evolution from Christian pacifist to active resistance leader,
particularly his 1937 formation of an “anti-enemy committee” with three fellow civic figures to



counter Japanese propaganda by educating Shanghai’s foreign residents on China’s perspective
of the aggression. This initiative, combined with his recruitment by Hollington Tong, KMT’s
Vice Minister of Information, to tour the U.S. advocating the Nationalist war effort, positioned
Liu as a high-value target whose influence could sway Western opinion against Japan. Japanese
authorities viewed such educational and diplomatic efforts by prominent Chinese Christians and
educators as existential threats to their “co-prosperity” facade in occupied territories, prompting
preemptive elimination to neutralize potential global backlash. Liu’s Baptist affiliations and
Rotarian networks further amplified his reach, making his silencing a strategic blow to morale
in Shanghai’s resistance circles.

Legacy and Impact

Contributions to Chinese Education and Christianity

Liu’s tenure as the first Chinese president of the University of Shanghai from 1928 to 1938
marked a pivotal advancement in Chinese higher education, particularly through his reforms
aimed at rendering the institution “more Christian, more Chinese, and more efficient”.
Influenced by American educational pragmatism, including John Dewey’s emphasis on social
efficiency, Liu introduced vocational programs, community service initiatives, and a citizenship
education campaign to align the University with national needs for civic responsibility and
practical training. Under his leadership, the University achieved significant growth, expanding
to 2,834 students and 66 faculty members by 1936, while shifting toward indigenization with a
faculty ratio of 11 foreign to 14 Chinese professors by 1937, thereby enhancing local control and
legitimacy amid government regulations on Christian schools.

Liu’s prior role as National Educational Secretary for the YMCA in China from 1922 to 1928
further solidified his contributions, as he promoted vocational guidance, coeducation, and
adapted non-verbal testing methods for Chinese contexts, authoring key works on these topics
and collaborating with figures like Huang Yen-P’ei (% % 3%) on vocational education research.
These efforts helped professionalize education during a period of nationalist reforms, fostering
institutions responsive to China’s modernization challenges. His strategic navigation of the
Anti-Christian Movement and wartime relocation of the University to Shanghai’s International
Settlement in 1937 preserved its operations, demonstrating administrative resilience that
influenced subsequent models of sustainable educational leadership in China.

In Christianity, Liu exemplified the integration of faith with education and patriotism as a
prominent Baptist layman, organizing the Chinese Baptist Alliance in 1930 and launching a
“Forward Movement” in 1936 to revitalize Baptist conventions and missions. As chairman of the
China Christian Education Association (¥ # B # # ¥ # ¢ ) and acting chairman of the
National Christian Council (# # > B & % % i& ¢ ), he championed the preservation of
Christian principles in higher education against secularization pressures, evolving Baptist
institutions toward indigenous, socially engaged models that balanced spiritual formation with
national revival.

His wartime relief efforts, including chairing the National Christian Council’s War Relief
Committee, underscored Christianity’s role in humanitarian response, inspiring a generation of
Chinese Christian intellectuals to merge evangelical commitment with resistance against
aggression, thereby leaving a legacy of contextualized faith that endured beyond his 1938
martyrdom.



Recognition and Historical Assessment

Liu’s tenure as President of the University of Shanghai from 1928 to 1938 resulted in
substantial institutional growth, including an increase to 2,834 students and 66 faculty members
by 1936, alongside enhanced academic reputation through alignment with national educational
standards and government registration. Under his administration, the University achieved a
faculty composition of 14 Chinese professors to 11 foreign by 1937, reflecting deliberate efforts to
indigenize leadership while preserving its Christian foundations. This development garnered
recognition for the institution as a model of efficient, contextually adapted Christian higher
education amid nationalist pressures and the Anti-Christian Movement’s aftermath.

Internationally, Liu received acclaim for his humanitarian and organizational roles, with
John E. Baker of the International Red Cross Committee describing him in 1938 as the “spark
plug” driving relief fund efforts in China during wartime crises. His representation of China at
events such as the 1926 World YMCA Conference in Helsingfors and the 1929 World Education
Conference in Geneva further underscored his stature as an educator and civic leader bridging
Chinese and global Christian networks.

Historians assess Liu’s legacy as pivotal in advancing indigenized Christian education,
embodying a vision to render institutions “more Christian, more Chinese, and more efficient”
through pragmatic adaptations influenced by American progressive theories like those of John
Dewey, which emphasized social utility and vocational relevance. His evolution from Christian
pacifism to active resistance against Japanese aggression---evident in his leadership of the
Shanghai National Salvation Association and public advocacy---positioned him as a patriotic
figure whose 1938 assassination by Japanese agents symbolized broader Chinese opposition to
imperialism. Posthumously, tributes such as the 1939 (In Memoriam: Dr. Herman C. E. Liu)
highlighted his enduring influence on Chinese-led Christian institutions, though his death
truncated direct contributions, with the University’s relocation and survival during the Sino-
Japanese War attributing partial continuity to his prior administrative foresight. Scholarly
evaluations emphasize his tactful navigation of political tensions between the Nationalist
government and foreign missionaries, fostering institutional resilience without compromising
core Christian ethos.

Liu traveled much and made several trips to the United States. In 1929, he attended the
World Education Conference in Geneva, Switzerland. In 1933, he was in Banff, Canada, attended
the 5th Conference of the Institute of Pacific Relations representing the Chinese Institute of
Pacific Relations (¢ B« = F &% ¥ ¢ ) of which he was a founding member. He also visited,
along with Methodist Christian missionary Eli Stanley Jones and others, major American cities
to promote interest in overseas missions.

Liu played a key role in the organization of the Chinese Baptist Alliance (¥ &K %z % §
% ¢ ) in 1930 and spearheaded the Forward Movement. He was also a primary figure at the
Baptist Convention in Kiangsu (Jiangsu) (i #%). He was a member of the National Christian

Council (NCC), the Council of Higher Education of Christian Colleges, the China Christian
Association, the War Relief Committee of the NCC, and the International Red Cross.

Liu’s wife, Wang Li-Ming (* > P ), was a leading female social reformer and a supporter of
the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) ( E;fg‘?%ﬁ%l* a4l € ).



RotaryAnn---Wang Li-Ming (% = #¥)

(aka Liu-Wang Liming %] 2 > P ---The compound surname “Liu-Wang” adopted after she married Liu,
was a sign of progress stance towards the Western culture. It was a popular practice at the time.)

(aka Frances Willard Wang --- When in Northwestern University at Chicago, the first name in English
was adopted as “Frances Willard” in honor of Frances Willard, founder of the WCTU.)

Wang Li-Ming (1897-1970), a Chinese feminist, suffragette, was the leader of the Woman’s
Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) (A Fd*~ &1 ¢ ) in China for over thirty years and one
of the nation’s leading female social reformers of the Republican period. She was the publisher
of the { Women’s Voice) , a biweekly magazine. She organized the Chan-En Institute for
Refugee Children (;# 2 #t# % % Ft) and the Chinese Women’s Friendship Association (* R4#
~ #izic ¢ ). She was also principal of the West China Women’s Vocational School (& & 4+ BE
#4%). A “rightist”, she was persecuted by the Chinese Communists for a long period for her
leaning towards pacifists, campaigning until she died in prison in 1970. However, posthumously,
in 1980, she was re-recognized by the Chinese People’s Government for her contributions on
women’s issues.

Wang was born on 1 January 1896 in Taihu County, Anhui Province, Ch’ing Empire (= 7 &
% #c’g ~ i E4). Her father was a Chinese doctor from a long line of locally renowned physicians,
but sadly he passed away when Wang was only nine years old, reducing the family to poverty.
The family had to depend on her mother’s needlework for a living. This tragic development was
followed by a stroke of good fortune the next year in 1907 when American missionaries who had
recently founded Taihu Gospel Church (= @45+ ¥ ) decided to open a free girls’ school called
Cheng Mei Nii Xue (= # -~ ). Wang’s mother, despite her Confucian outlook, decided to send
her daughter to the school, opening up a whole new path for her. Educational opportunity
profoundly changed Wang’s life, as it did the lives of many women at that time.

Wang was shaped in powerful ways by her mission school education. For one thing, she
became a Christian, though there is no clear record of exactly how this happened. As a result of
what she learned there, she refused to have her feet bound any longer when she was already 12
years old. In addition, Wang developed strong convictions about the value of women and a desire
to improve their position in Chinese society. As an exceptional student, Wang qualified for a
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scholarship to continue her education at Knowles Bible Training School (3 = # i ~ ¥ &), a
Methodist girls’ high school in Jiujiang County, Jiangxi Province (;= & ’§ 4 ;L %%). At one point,
a guest speaker representing the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU)--- a women’s
group started in the United States in 1874 and devoted to protecting the family against alcohol
and tobacco abuse --- addressed the students on the threat of opium to Chinese society. Wang
and other students were so moved by the speaker that they decided to form a student chapter of
the WCTU. Wang, because of her leadership abilities and upright character, was chosen to head
the group, and thus her lifelong tie with the WCTU was born.

Wang won a scholarship from the organization to attend Northwestern University in
Chicago, United States, at a time when there were almost no opportunities for women in China
to gain a university education. From 1916 to 1920, Wang earned a bachelor’s degree and a
master’s degree in biology. During this time, she also became engaged to Herman C. E. Liu, a
Chinese Christian who was studying for a master’s degree in education at the University of
Chicago. In 1920, Wang returned to China, where she turned down many lucrative job offers in
order to continue her work with the WCTU. Liu stayed to complete a Ph.D. in education at
Columbia University under renowned educator John Dewey and then returned to China to work
with the YMCA. Liu and Wang were married on 1 September 1922.

Wang started a student division of the fledgling WCTU and for two years traveled all across
China to challenge both women and men to embrace temperance. Of the more than 100,000
people she addressed, 10,000 signed temperance pledges and she increased the number of
student members from 2,000 to 5,000. When the WCTU formed a new national structure in
1922 to unite its disparate local chapters, Wang was chosen head of youth work, while the
American-trained woman physician Dr. Shi Mei-Yu, M.D. (aka Dr. Mary Stone) (% # % %5 4)
was president. Then in 1925, Dr. Shi resigned, along with her main associates, as part of a larger
philosophical and generational shift in the WCTU. Wang was chosen to lead the restructured
WCTU with a broader vision. Instead of focusing only on fighting against the vices of alcohol,
opium, tobacco and gambling, the group adopted as its slogan “promoting the blessing of the
family” and made issues such as poverty and illiteracy part of its enlarged mission. By the late
1920s, the WCTU had expanded to well over 10,000 members, making it the largest Christian
women’s organization in China during the Republican period, and second in influence only to
the Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA).

Wang’s marriage to Liu was a strong one. Despite her many responsibilities with the WCTU,
she raised 3 children with Liu --- first son named Kwong-Sheng (¢ # ) born in 1924, a second
son named Kwong-Hwa (£ #)in 1926, and a daughter named Kwong-Kun (£ # )in 1928. Wang
found great enjoyment in motherhood, though often not easy to balance with other duties. She
credited the support of her husband with making it possible to be so actively involved in women’s
causes while still having a family. Wang also had a very close relationship with her mother-in-
law, who lived with the family from 1923 until her death in 1926.

Wang’s work with the WCTU sought practical reforms of the Chinese society, advocating
monogamy and strongly opposing the practices of polygamy and prostitution. She rejected the
Chinese tradition of arranged marriage as a source of many broken marriages, believing that
young people should be free to marry the person of their choice, with guidance from their
families. Wang argued for the adoption of a nuclear family structure on the grounds that it would
reduce the constant conflict associated with the Chinese extended family structure. Finally, while

10



she believed that women should make family their priority, she also encouraged them to work
outside the home.

Under Wang’s leadership, the WCTU became a powerful force for building civil society in
China during the 1920s and 1930s. A network of local chapters conducted temperance activities,
with occasional large-scale activities such as a three-day anti-smoking campaign in the city of
Ningpo (Ningbo) (% /&) in 1923 that involved parades, open-air lectures, and public rallies, all
conducted by women. The founding of the Settlement House (¥#3% % % F+) in Shanghai in 1924
was a pioneering effort to tackle the problem of begging in the city by providing shelter and
training in basic skills to poor women and children.

Wang was also an important leader in the general women’s suffrage movement in China. In
1922, she joined the Women’s Suffrage Association (WSA) (4% i& # £ 1= ¢ ), which sought to
have women’s rights enshrined in the nation’s new constitution, then under discussion. Later,
she turned the WSA’s Shanghai branch into the Chinese Women’s Suffrage Association, one of
the women’s groups responsible for getting the equality of men and women written into the
Tutelary Constitution adopted by the Nationalist Party (KMT) (¥ ® & % ‘%) in 1930.

Together with her husband Liu, Wang was active in leading resistance to Japanese
aggression. She helped to organize the Women’s National Salvation Alliance (¥ %% #ijc s
# ¢ ) after Japan annexed Manchuria in 1931, and along with Liu signed a public proclamation
rejecting Japanese demands on China as part of the December Ninth protests (- = -4 #wp $7=
## ) of 1935. After the Imperial Japan’s entire aggression to China in 1937, Liu and Wang
continued their efforts, working out of the International Settlement in Shanghai, which was still

under the control of the Western powers. As one of the leading anti-Japanese intellectuals, Liu
was a major target of the Japanese, and in 1938, to Wang’s great grief, he was assassinated.

Wang fled with her three children to the wartime capital of Chungking (Chongqing) (£ &)
and continued her activities with the WCTU, though on a much smaller scale, starting a childcare
center and orphanage. She was also appointed one of the few female members of the People’s
Political Council (PPC) (R = %7z ¢ ), a quasi-democratic consultative body founded by the KMT
to promote public support for the war effort. Wang helped get a guarantee written into the
Double Fifth Constitution (adopted after the War) that women would have at least ten percent
of the seats in the National Assembly (B = ¢ 3%). She was very critical of the Nationalist war
strategy, however, so much so that she was expelled from the PPC in 1943. She joined the China
Democratic League (¥ B % i F ) (CDL), a political party favoring democracy and socialism.

Becoming increasingly critical of the Nationalists, she attended the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) (® R * % 5T;: 1% 7 € &) as a delegate from the China
Democratic League (see photo on Page 19). She later served as a leader of the All-China Women’s
Federation (ACWF) (¥ # > ®¥~ 5 & € ).

After the Pacific War Victory in 1945, Wang moved back to Shanghai to continue her work
with the WCTU and CDL, but had to flee to the British Crown Colony Hong Kong during the Civil
War. After the China Communist Party took control of the nation in 1949, Wang returned to
China and was appointed to high posts in the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference
and the All-China Women’s Federation. But rather than get heavily involved in politics, she
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continued to make the WCTU her main focus. This state of affairs continued until 1957, when
during the Anti-Rightist Movement (»* + i& %), Wang was attacked for refusing to criticize two

of Mao Zedong’s (- # 4 ) main targets. She was removed from all her posts.

In 1966, while Wang was staying with her daughter in Shanghai, the Cultural Revolution (&

E

AFF%> it < & &) broke out. On 1 September, Wang was arrested as “a spy of the American
CIA”. The “evidence” consisted of letters she wrote to her “Rightist” son when he was in labor
camp, and also a typewriter alleged to be a secret transmitter. As she was taken away, Wang said
to her daughter in English, “I am carrying the cross of Jesus Christ.” Her family never saw her
again. After 3 years and 8 months of suffering in a labor camp, she died on 15 April 1970.

In 1980, a memorial service was held for Wang Li-Ming that was organized by the CPPCC,
CDL, and AWCF and which recognized her as a patriot. She was also given a Beijing burial plot
in Babaoshan (~ # .1 & & 2 &), a cemetery reserved for important leaders. Since the family
had never received any of Wang’s possessions, or even her ashes, the only thing they could put
in the tomb was a comb that Wang had left behind at her daughter’s home.

Wang Li-Ming was a woman of courage whose Christian convictions led her to devote her
life to improving the lot of women and the weak in Chinese society. She did this with great
effectiveness as leader of the WCTU and in cooperation with other organizations. That she was
able to do so much and still raise a family of three testifies not only to her abilities, but also her
commitment to family and motherhood. The sacrifices she made to serve were significant, from
giving up lucrative career options to her constant toil to the loss of her husband. In the end, her
unjust and tragic death highlights even more the honorable reality of a life well lived.

KeKeKKKk KKKXX KKK KX K KKKK* KKFKk¥x

FlE.8# L 2 45 The Family of Dr. Herman C. E. Liu
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FIEERJEFRST 4 f A Bl B i
Herman C.E. Liu after obtained his MA degree from Chicago University

1922 & — 3 PAXPPAEL PERAF G FELEES D (2) FFREEL (F) rmapEEL
1922 — The 2 future Rotarians of doctorate graduates from Columbia University, U.S.A.
(left) Dr. Herman C. E. Liu and (right) Dr. Chen Yu-Gwan
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FIEEHEL BT FRE FrE e s
Dr. Herman Liu at the doorstep of the President’s Residence of Shanghai University

oA BLERT  ZHEFREFFE 2 BrRpRL Rz
AHE TP ELR- L2 g0 - L2, s ghg a4 TxF85, o
A graduate diploma issued by President Herman C. E. Liu, Shanghai University, in 1937.
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Djung Vuin Hung
‘(1!:'17 completed lhe svegperseed Suclies
THE PRESIDENT FACULTY AND DIRECTORS

4;/ lhhe rm//nnYy vestedd én lMhem Iam(y m:/o lhe 1/07l" q/

Bachelor of Arts

apon hov  with all the 1ights fucrileyes and frenors of frertaining Mhereunts
Shanphoi Chinn S 2 1337 ﬁM o Pusihant

1937 # 0 FlFEREFHF T~ FRZEZHZ (B2 4K)
English version graduation diploma of Shanghai University issued by President Herman C. E. Liu in 1937.

®RIX R
SHANGHAI COLLEGE

1930 #§ i1 = B REFOREFFAELFKE EFZ o
The hand-written Graduation Certificate issued by Shanghai College President Dr. Herman Liu in 1930.
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FEL R ER P R E R E A 1935-1956
Constitution of Shanghai University’s Downtown School of Commerce 1935-1936
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LA FE X — LD

Main gate of Shanghai University --- Now & Then
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1984 # 4 537 A fr e fI R B E AL 0 AEEZLFFT T EA o
In 1984, the Shanghai Civil Affairs Bureau ratified Dr. Herman Liu as a revolutionary martyr
and laid a tombstone in the Longhua Martyrs Cemetery.
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1985 # 4 7 3 p ¢ F AL EFol] 8 FERT R PTG RS FEEL TE gL, G
The late Dr. Herman C. E. Liu was conferred the title “Revolutionary Martyr”
by the Ministry of Civil Affairs, People’s Republic of China, on 3 April 1985.
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1991 # 8 7 —— BZHEIAERH (RSP HAEI 2 ERFNDE T THEE ) LLFR
August 1991 -- Dr. Herman Liu Memorial Bronze Bust Statute erected at the former site of
“Shanghai University” located inside today’s “University of Shanghai for Science & Technology” campus.
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1991 — BAIAERH (RSP FEI X ERFPIE 2T TH2%ERF %
Chan-En Memorial Library built in 1991 at the former site of “Shanghai University”
located inside today’s “University of Shanghai for Science & Technology” campus.
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(7 Bjtr*iEd) FI 1 2pF — Firordaglisds 6 (32— k- 5)
(China Women's Movement ) by Liu-Wang Liming -- The Commercial Press 1934-06
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1949 # 9 # 45 — P RA L BE A4 ¥ - P B AR F EFRTIAYAR o L AF I 2 e
September 1949, Beijing --- The China Democratic League’s official delegation attended
the first Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference. Front left 3 — Liu-Wang Liming
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