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Chaucer H. Wu -- Chungking Rotary Club Charter President 1937-1938

By Herbert K. Lau (¥]#=c2) (Rotary China Historian)
1 March 2017

Chaucer H. Wu (£ # #3) (1897 - 1973) was a prominent Chinese diplomat and
political figure during the Mainland era of the Republic of China (* # % &). In the 1940s,
when Chungking (Chongqing) (£ & ) served as China’s wartime capital, he held critical
official positions managing the city’s administration and foreign relations.

That was in the summer of 1936 Wu joined the organization of a new Rotary Club in
the city of Chungking, when he was the Chungking Commissioner of Foreign Affairs. The
initial work for organizing the Provisional Rotary Club of Chungking (& & # #4+) was
started when Dr. Chengting Thomas Wang (3 i z£4% 2 ) was Governor of the 81st District
of Rotary International in 1935-1936. The District was compiled with Rotary clubs of
from 3 different nations: (1) The Republic of China; (2) The British Crown Colony Hong
Kong (# K72 % ¥ % i&); and (3) The Philippine Islands (of the United States protectorate).

The Governor’s Special Representative was Dr. K. Y. Lowe (% % # 1% 2 ), Head of
Mining and Metallurgy Department, Chungking University (£ & +~ & x,>1 4% 5 ). The
sponsor was the Rotary Club of Hankow (;# v #* #4+). The first regular meeting was held
on 3 June 1937 when the constitution and by-laws were adopted and officers elected.
Since then, the Club has been meeting regularly. Among its list of 30 charter members,
there were 3 former Rotarians from other clubs---Canton, Tsingtao and Hangchow
respectively---in China. These men understood Rotary and were of much help in making
plain the ideals of Rotary to members of the new Club.

Chungking in 1937 occupied a strategic position to West China and was destined to
have a large share in the extension of Rotary in the far west of China. Population in the
city then was about 400,000.









More about Chaucer H. Wu
Key Roles and Activities in the 1940s

® Secretary-General of Greater Chungking (1940): Wu was appointed as the Secretary-
General of Chungking in 1940. Alongside this role, he served as the Special
Commissioner for Foreign Affairs in the Szechwan (Sichuan) (= ') and Sikang

(Xikang) (& %) provinces.

® Surviving the Chungking Bombings: During his tenure in the wartime capital, he
famously survived 108 out of the 117 Japanese air raids on the city before traveling
abroad on diplomatic missions in early 1941.

® Special Commissioner to Sinkiang (Xinjiang) (#7i&) (1942): In August 1942, the
Central Government in Chungking dispatched Wu to Urumchi (Uriimgi) (4 B A )
( formerly known as Tihwa i i*) as the Foreign Ministry’s Special Commissioner to
Sinkiang. His mission was part of Chiang Kai-Shek’s (4 ¢ i ) efforts to reassert

central authority over the province, which was then ruled by warlord Sheng Shih-
Ts’ai (B 1).

® Sino-Soviet Wartime Negotiations: Operating under the direction of the Chungking
government, Wu was a key negotiator handling delicate Sino-Soviet border logistics.
He traveled to Moscow in 1943 alongside Ambassador Foo Ping-Sheung (i % %) to
coordinate the transportation of American Lend-Lease supplies over Soviet railways
and across Sinkiang into interior China.

® Envoy to Chile (1945): In May 1945, as World War II drew to a close, Wu was
reassigned from his duties in Sinkiang and appointed as China’s Minister to Chile
(later elevated to Full Ambassador in 1947).

Personal Background

Before his high-profile wartime assignments in Chungking, Wu studied at the
prestigious Tsinghua College (i3 ##% 1%) (now Tsinghua University /- %+ £ ) and later
traveled to the United Kingdom to study at the University of London. He also helped co-
found the Chungking Tsinghua Middle School ( = € & i+ % ) in 1938. He moved to
Taiwan (4 /%) later in life, where he served as a foreign policy advisor until his death in

Taipei (% #) in 1973.

1897 — Born in Chengtu (Chengdu), Szechuan (Sichuan), Ch’ing Empire
1912-1917 -- Studied at Tsing Hua College, Peking, Republic of China
1917 — Admitted to University College London, England

1918 — Military service in France during the First World War



1918 -- Returned to the College after the Armistice
1921 — Graduated from University College London with B.Econ Degree
1922 -- Returned to China

1922-1925 -- Appointed Assistant Sectional Chief in the Government Bureau of
Economic Information; and concurrently was instructor, lecturer and assistant
professor at the Teachers’ College, the University of Communications and the China
University in Peking

1925 -- Promoted to be Assistant Chief of the Department of Investigation and Research,
Government Bureau of Economic Information

1925-1926 — Attache’ to the Customs Tariff Conference; and later Acting Chief of the
Section on Conference Minutes and was given Special Mention for Meritorious Service

1926 -- Secretary to the Commission of Foreign Affairs; and concurrently Section Chief
of the Bureau of Compilation and Translation

1927 -- Member of the Commission on the Education and Protection of Railway
Workers, the Ministry of Communications

1927-1930 — Wu was in commercial field in Tientsin

1930 -- Secretary to the Department of Foreign Affairs, Headquarters of the
Commander-in-Chief of the Army, Navy and Air Forces

1931 -- Chief Secretary to the Delegation of the National Government on Secret Mission
to North China

1931 -- Counsellor to the Commission of Military and Political Affairs to North China

1931 -- Special Secretary (senior rank) of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the National
Government (Canton)

1931 -- Diplomatic Representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the National
Government (Canton)

1932—-1935 -- Member of the Treaty Commission, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
National Government (Canton)

1932 -- Editor and publisher of [China Voice]
1935 -- Special Inspector for Foreign Affairs, Szechuan (Sichuan) and Sikong provinces

1940 -- Served as Secretary-General of the Chungking (Chongging) Municipal
Government

1942 -- Ministry of Foreign Affairs Correspondent stationed in Sinkiang (Xinjiang)
1945 -- Served as Minister Plenipotentiary in Chile.



1947 -- The Chinese legation was upgraded to Embassy to Chile, he was named the
Ambassador Plenipotentiary to Chile

1949 — Moved to Taiwan, and served as Advisor to Executive Yuan Foreign Ministry

18 August 1973 — Passed away in Taiwan

1930-1940 # * £ & 7 # %  Commercial business ditrict of Chungking 1930-40s
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