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Extended Reading on Page 7: 

《The Ice Age in West China》by H. L. Richardson (1943) 

 

 

 

About the Author – Dr. Henry Lane Richardson 
by Herbert K. Lau (劉敬恒) (Rotary China Historian) on 1 January 2014  

in observing the Rotary Month of “Vocational Service”. 

 

Dr. Henry Lane Richardson, PhD, MSc, was one of the 35 charter members of Chengtu Rotary 

Club (成都扶輪社), Republic of China (中華民國), which was admitted to Rotary International on 9 

January 1939, Charter No.4916, but was terminated on 21 December 1950.  Richardson’s 

classification was “Agriculture – Soil Fertilization” and was a British Boxer Indemnity Fund 

Research Specialist in the Nanking University (金陵大學).  He was the author of this book:《Soil 

and Man in West China》. 

A New Zealand born Briton, Richardson earned his degrees (MSc and PhD) in chemistry and 

soil science from Victoria University College (New Zealand) and the University of London.  He then 

began an 11-year period of agriculture research at Rothamsted Experimental Station in 

Hertfordshire, England.  Reaching the Republic of China in 1938, he served as advisor to the 
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Government’s National Agricultural Research Bureau (中央農業實驗所 ) for almost 6 years.  

Headquartering in Chengtu (Chengdu) (成都), a city of one-half million some 200 miles northwest 

of Chungking (Chongqing) (重慶), he joined the local Rotary Club and served as its Vice President 

in 1940-1941.  Chengtu Rotary Club’s membership of Chinese and the Westerners was in 50/50, 

and the meeting languages were both in Mandarin and English. 

Richardson was a prominent British agricultural scientist and soil chemist who made significant 

contributions to international agronomy, soil fertility, and global food security during the mid-20th 

century.  He is particularly remembered for his foundational work on the nitrogen cycle in 

grassland soils, his comprehensive survey of agricultural systems in wartime China, and his 

leadership roles within the United Nations. 

Key Career Highlights & Research 

 Early Research at Rothamsted:  In the 1930s, Richardson worked in the Chemistry 

Department at the prestigious Rothamsted Experimental Station in England.  His research 

focused heavily on the nitrogen cycle in grassland soils, utilizing data from the long-term Park 

Grass Experiment. 

 Agricultural Surveys in China (1930s–1940s):  Richardson moved to China to serve as an 

advisor and scientist, working with organizations like the National Agricultural Research 

Bureau and West China Union University (華西協合大學). 

**In 1942, he published his seminal 162-page work《Soils and Agriculture of Szechwan》

providing an extensive mapping of soil types and farming methods in Western China. 

**He extensively studied traditional Chinese farming, evaluating the chemical properties and 

nitrogen conservation of “night soil” (human excreta) used as fertilizer. 

**Beyond agriculture, he made contributions to geology in 1943 by mapping glacial deposits 

and paleoclimatic variations near Mount Omei (Emei Shan 峨眉山). 

 Global Food Initiatives & the FAO:  In the post-WWII era, Richardson shifted toward global 

agricultural development.  He became a major figure in the United Nations’ Food and 

Agriculture Organization (FAO), where he directed the Freedom from Hunger Campaign’s 

Fertilizer Programme.  He strongly advocated for large-scale field experiment programs to 

optimize fertilizer deployment and dramatically scale up food production across developing 

nations. 

 

GLOSSARY 

 
(1) Min River of Szechwan = Min River, Sichuan = 四川省岷江 

(2) Kiangtsing, Yangtze River = Jiangjin, Yangtze River = 揚子江(長江), 江津 

(3) Kiangsu Province = Jiangsu Province = 江蘇省 
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