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Yen Tjing-Ling --Taipei Rotary Club President 1967-1968
Father of Taiwan’s Automobile Industry
By Herbert K. Lau (¥]#c2) (Rotary China Historian)
1 November 2022

Yen Tjing-Ling (B & #), MEng (BIT), BEng (Tongjt), is widely recognized as the “Father
of Taiwan’s Automobile Industry”. He was an influential engineer and entrepreneur who
moved from Shanghai (_} /%) to Taiwan (% ) in 1949 and founded Yulon Motor Company
(#1172 # ) in 1953. Under his leadership, Yulon produced Taiwan’s very first domestically
assembled jeep in 1956. Through strategic technology partnerships with foreign
automakers like America’s Willys and Japan’s Nissan, he successfully expanded Taiwan’s
manufacturing capabilities into passenger cars and commercial vehicles, laying the
foundational brick for the country’s domestic automotive economy.

Yen was President 1967-1968 of the Rotary Club of Taipei (& #* #* #4+). At that time,
the Taipei Rotary Club was a member of Rotary International District 345. The geographical
region of the District encompassed with 3 different territories of 3 different nations: (1)
Taiwan Province of the Republic of China (® # % & 4 # % ); (2) British Crown Colony Hong
Kong (# R 7& % ¥ % £); and (3) Portuguese Territory Macao (4§ % 7 /&% /£ ). The
District 345 Governor for 1967-1968 was John Louis Marden (Hong Kong Rotary Club % i#
# # 4+ ), and the Presidential Theme of the year was [Make Your Rotary Membership
Effective].

During the Rotary Year 1971-1972, Yen was appointed by District 345 Governor Robert
Choa (3= #) (Hong Kong Rotary Club % /& # #4+) to serve as the District Governor’s
Representative (equivalent to “Assistant Governor” today), responsible for overseeing all
Rotary Clubs within Taiwan.



Rotary Clubs Association of the Republic of China

Yen Tjing-Ling was the first Chairman of the [Rotary Clubs Association of the Republic
of China R #° & Fi ¢ ] from 1973 to 1978.

In 1973, in accordance with the provisions of the  Civil Associations Act) of the Republic
of China, Rotary leaders in Taiwan formally established the [Rotary Clubs Association of the
Republic of China] (RCA) as a nationwide Rotary organization in Taipei on March 28th.
According to the RCA bylaws, all Rotary clubs legally established within the territory of the
Republic of China must join the RCA as member clubs. The bylaws also stipulate that the
RCA should serve as a window between Rotary clubs and the Government, acting as a bridge
for coordination and promoting cooperation between Rotary clubs and the Government.
Furthermore, the RCA handles cross-regional or national affairs of Rotary clubs; assists in
establishing the Taiwan Pavilion at each annual international convention; seeks Government
subsidies and rents public facilities for the Taipei Rotary International Convention; and
organizes various cross-regional or national gatherings and activities, etc.

Until this century, the Rotary International Board of Directors resolved that the “country
of affiliation of Rotary Clubs in Taiwan” should only state “Taiwan”, and noted this in the

{2008 Rotary Code of Policies 3.010.3) . Therefore, the Association wrote to the Ministry
of the Interior of the Republic of China to request a name change. In July 2011, the Ministry
of the Interior approved the name be changed to [ Taiwan Rotary Clubs Association "% #*
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Yen Tjing-Ling (7 October 1909 — 20 March 1981) was a pioneering industrialist and the
founder of Taiwan’s automotive industry. Widely recognized for his core vision of “putting
wheels on Taiwan”, he established Yulon Motor in 1953, transforming a primarily agrarian
Taiwan into a manufacturing and engineering hub. Alongside his equally prominent wife,
Vivian Shun-Wen Wu (£ % < ), he laid the foundation for Taiwan’s industrial modernization.

Early Life and Education

Yen was born into a prominent industrial family in Shanghai, China. His father, Yen
Yu-Tang ( Bc44 % ), was a notable entrepreneur in the textile and machinery sectors.
Experiencing firsthand his family’s struggles during China’s early modern periods, Yen
became convinced that industrial self-reliance---particularly through heavy industry and
engineering---was vital for a nation’s strength. He pursued his education with an focus on
engineering: (1) Tongji University (¥ # =+ #): Graduated with a bachelor’s degree from the
Department of Mechanical Engineering in Shanghai. (2) Berlin Institute of Technology:
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Traveled to Germany for advanced studies, obtaining a master’s degree in engineering. His
time in Germany deeply shaped his meticulous approach to industrial manufacturing and
technological research.
Business Foundations and Moving to Taiwan
Upon returning to China, Yen managed his family’s textile and machinery enterprises,
modernizing their technical operations. In 1948, amid the turbulence of the Chinese Civil
War, Yen and his wife, Vivian Wu, relocated to Taiwan. Initially, they established Tai Yuen
Textile Co. (~ = ¥ %) in 1951, which quickly grew into one of Taiwan’s most successful textile
operations. However, Yen’s ultimate ambition went beyond textiles. He sought to
establish a precision heavy industry capable of producing automobiles.
The Father of Taiwan’s Automotive Industry
At the time, Taiwan lacked raw materials, technology, and skilled engineers. Many
experts doubted the feasibility of manufacturing cars locally. Overcoming immense
skepticism, Yen founded Yulon Machinery Manufacturing Co. (later renamed Yulon Motor
Co., Ltd. #4517 @ %:¢) in September 1953. Key milestones under his leadership included:
® The First Engines: In 1956, Yulon completed Taiwan’s first self-manufactured jeep
engines.
® Mass Production: Partnering with Nissan Motor in 1957 for technology transfers, Yulon
began mass-producing reliable utility vehicles and passenger cars, making automobile
ownership accessible to the Taiwanese public for the first time.
® Expanding Group Footprint: He went on to establish China Motor Corporation (* #;%
#)1in 1969, which specialized in commercial vehicles.
Philanthropy and Academic Legacy
Yen strongly believed that industrial progress depended entirely on the cultivation of
local engineering talent. To bridge the gap between academic theory and practical
manufacturing, he dedicated a significant portion of his wealth to education:
® Yen Tjing Ling Medical Foundation (& wFFALEE ): Established to fund clinical
medical research and modern healthcare services in Taiwan.
® Yen Tjing Ling Industrial Development Foundation (B & # 1 %% & & £ ¢ ): Formed in
partnership with National Taiwan University (R = % /4 ~ %) to establish the Yen Tjing
Ling Industrial Research Institute. The foundation continues to support cutting-edge
mechanical, electrical, and materials engineering research.
Personal Life and Succession
Yen was married to Vivian Wu, a highly educated visionary in her own right, who held a
master’s degree from Columbia University. When Yen’s health began failing after an
accidental fall led to a cerebral hemorrhage, Wu stepped in to lead the Yulon Group.
Following Yen’s death in 1981, Wu officially took the helm as chairperson, successfully
realizing his lifelong dream of developing Taiwan’s first indigenously designed car.
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BEBLFFFALZELRS (Z) FIBHET FXBE T L SR F TG o (87207032 % o
7 September 1971 -- Robert Choa, District 345 Governor of Rotary International, and his wife arrived

in Taipei from Hong Kong. Choa’s representative in Taiwan, Yen Tjing-Ling (left),

welcomed them at the airport. Governor Choa was on a 10-day official visit to the Rotary Clubs in Taiwan.
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Rotarian Yen Tjing-Ling and RotaryAnn Vivian Wu
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The first sale of the Yulon jeep (the YL-1 model) occurred in 1957,
following its initial trial production and public exhibition at the Double Ten Festival in October 1956.



1961 2 10 » 10p —* EAHAA P - AL IBRITIFE Tid P ML EA DRl o
10 October 1961 — On the National Day of the Republic of China, Yen Tjing-Ling presented the

Yulon automobiles as “A Symbol of Free China’s Industrial Future”.



1960 = # 75 /£ ;72 Yulon automobiles in the 1960s

1966 # 10 * 750 —FFELF - BASEIF I G2 pBFEF - L 2RI FFEFo L Lrg— b o
7 October 1966 — Twin Awardees: Yen Tjing-Ling and his wife Vivian were both selected as the

first Ten Outstanding Entrepreneurs, with Vivian being the only woman among them.



1968 # 9 4 24 p—7 ELrREFLEF EATZL T L fFHAEM(Z)frdrEi EEf £ B 2L #
BT ELAPRT e g PR L AL -
24 September 1968 — The handover ceremony between the newly appointed Chairman of the Republic of
China Basketball Committee, Yen Tjing-Ling (left), and the outgoing Chairman, Yi Kuo-Jui,
was held at the China National Amateur Athletic Federation in Taipet,

with the Association’s Chairman, Yang Sen, presiding over the ceremony.

1971 # 77 24 p 2P HFAFHEE > p o7 fd 2 REFIZ < JLRBHEETD N -
24 July 1971 — The Taipei Market Research Society held its inaugural meeting at the Liberty House in Taipei,

with Yen Tjing-Ling serving as chairperson.
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In December 1973, Yen Tjing-Ling, President of Yulon Motor Co., Ltd., and Vivian Wu,
President of Tai Yuen Textile Corporation, donated NT$80 million in their private capacity to establish the

“Yen Tjing-Ling Industrial Development Foundation”.

1980 # 11 # 29 p —— Lo K (ZIAR P ELRr4 I G E &L b4 2 A GFHF 571§ £ 7]
O XSRS IRT (B E R
29 November 1980 -- Professor Vivian Wu returned to Taiwan after attending the Hawaii Women’s Civic
Leadership Responsibility Seminar on behalf of women from the Republic of China.
Her husband, Yen Tjing-Ling, presented her with bouquet at the airport.
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Chinese brush hand-writing by Yen Tjing-Ling
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Statue of Yen Tjing-Ling is erected in the factory compound of China Motor Corporation,
Yang Mei District, Tao Yuan City, where Yen was the founder in 1969.
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