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Dr. Wu Yung-Chang, M.D.
The eldest in age District 345 Governor of Rotary International
By Herbert K. Lau (¥]#x]2) (Rotary China Historian)
15 October 2015
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Dr. Wu Yung-Chang (& -k & %5 £+ 1), MD (NagoyaU) (1905 - 2000) was a prominent
Taiwan native physician, community leader, and enterprise executive who played a foundational
role in Taiwan’s mid-century civic and medical landscape. During the 1960s, he was a key figure
driving the growth of international civic networks, commercial development, and localized
community services in Central Taiwan, Republic of China (® # = &4 ##° %).

Dr. Wu Yung-Chang, affectionately known with nickname “Free” in the Rotary World, was
the oldest in age District Governor in the history of Rotary China, holding the position at his age
of 72. He is still the record-holder today.

FREE was born in February 1905, the same month/year as First Rotary Club was founded.
He joined the Taichung Rotary Club (.~ # #* #4+) on 21 May 1955, and later served as its third
president in 1957-1958. Representing the Club he attended the 49th Rotary International
Convention in Dallas, Texas, U.S.A. He was very active in Rotary extension in Taichung, leading
the establishment of the Rotary clubs of Feng Yuan (¥ & 4+), Nan Tou (% #£4t), Puli (3 2 4+),
Taichung Southeast (> * 4 = 4+), and Taichung Northwest (> #» & # 4+). He had introduced
90% of Taichung’s early doctors to join Rotary Clubs, and even in his eighties, he continued to
diligently recruit new members.

Following Sung Sheung-Hong (& % %) of Hong Kong Club (% /#4+), FREE was elected to
serve as the 17th District 345 Governor of Rotary International in 1976-1977. The geographical
region encompassed by three different territories of three different nations: (1) Taiwan Province
of the Republic of China (® # % B+ # % ); (2) British Crown Colony Hong Kong (% F 7 % # 3
#), and (3) Portuguese Territory Macao (# % 7 & # ;£ ). There was a total of over 80 Rotary
Clubs located across these three territories. According to the bylaws, the District Governor’s
duty and responsibility was to conduct official visits to each and every Club. In those days,
Taiwan still has not the north-south National Freeway and high-speed rail. Travel between Hong
Kong and Macao relied solely on jetfoil ferries that took two hours. For the septuagenarian FREE,
completing visits to all 80 plus Rotary Clubs, the arduous journeys, and the report writing were
no small feat. However, during his term, FREE dedicated himself to the extension of Rotary. A




total of 20 new clubs were added, and membership increased by 660, reaching 3,750. He also
actively promoted The Rotary Foundation donations, with District 345 contributing a total of
US$833,444, exceeding the pledged target.

At the age of 72, FREE remained vigorous and tireless, always striving for the “first place”.
When he handed the Charter to the president of the Shui Li Rotary Club (-k 2 #* #4+) and was
on his way back to Taichung, his term had already ended at midnight of June 30th! After
stepping down as governor, he served as the third, fourth, and fifth president of the [Rotary Clubs
Association of Republic of China R*% # # ¢ Z % % ¢ ](now Taiwan Rotary Clubs Association
"% - 444 ¢ since July 2011). In 1996, The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International
conferred to FREE the [Distinguished Service Award].

FREE was a Rotarian who dedicated his life to “three duties”---(1) Attendance; (2)
Contributing time and expertise; and (3) Contributing money. During the 921 Earthquake in
1999, he was already hospitalized due to illness. His first words upon waking after two hours in
the hospital were: “I want to make-up for missed attendance.” To maintain his 100% Attendance
record for over 40 years, he often insisted on attending the Ta Li Rotary Club (+ 2 # #4+)
despite his illness, even while in a wheelchair---a truly moving spirit. At the end of June 2000,
after more than four months in the hospital on a ventilator, Past District Governor Dr. Wu Yung-
Chang passed away peacefully at the age of 96.

Rotary fr

Early Life and Medical Foundation

Born in Puli, Nantou, during the period of Imperial Japan’s rule, FREE came from a highly
distinguished family (his younger brother was the famous writer and cultural journalist Wu
Yung-Fu & -X 4% who was President 1983-1984 of Taipei Shihmen Rotary Club /5 #* & ® 3 #44).
He pursued his medical education in Japan, graduating with a medical doctorate from Nagoya
Medical University in 1936. Upon returning to Taiwan, he established the Yung-Chang Internal
Medicine Hospital (-« & p ¥ %) in Taichung City, earning a stellar reputation as an expert
practitioner. However, his path was disrupted after the February 28 Incident in 1947, during
which he was wrongfully convicted and imprisoned. Despite this severe political setback, he
dedicated the remainder of his life to community welfare and corporate enterprise.

Mid-Century Impact: Taiwan in the 1960s

The 1960s marked a period of robust expansion for FREE as he bridged the medical field
with civic administration and business:
® Business and Infrastructure: Moving beyond medicine, FREE actively participated in

regional infrastructure development, helping steer local commerce, transportation

networks, and civic associations in Central Taiwan during the country’s postwar economic

boom.
® Cultural Preserver: Living through distinct political eras, FREE and his brother maintained

deep roots in classical Han culture and Japanese education. In the 1960s, he remained a

highly respected local elite in Taichung, recognized for his elegant command of classical

Chinese and dedication to Taiwanese heritage.
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[ The first person to experience the 228 Incident and White Terror - Dr. Wu Yung-Chang]

Wu Yung-Chang was a highly renowned doctor in Taichung. He was the elder brother of
the famous Taiwanese literary figure, Wu Yung-Fu. According to Wu Yung-Fu’s memoirs, during
the 228 Incident in 1947, Wu Yung-Chang was asked by the police chief to join the disciplinary
committee and was wanted by the authorities. But he was taken to Wu-Ts’u Village in Wu Feng
County by his mother to escape. And when he returned to his hometown of Tung Men in Puli,
he attracted the attention of the police. Wu Yung-Chang left a Letter of Repentance (see photo),
and his mother gave up her jewelry to save him, thus avoiding disaster. In 1948, Wu Yung-Chang
also became the second chairman of the Taichung Medical Association.

When the Nationalist Government moved to Taiwan, Chen Kuo-Fu, a high-ranking official
of the Kuomintang, stayed at the Taichung City Mayor’s residence. Wu Yung-Chang, who was a
specialist in internal medicine and had studied lung disease during his studies abroad, was
Chen’s chief physician. In 1950, Wu Yung-Chang was falsely accused and arrested, and was sent
to the Nishi Hongan-ji Temple in Taipei and the Military Law Department. Chen Kuo-Fu wrote
a letter to Chiang Kai-Shek to investigate the facts, and was ultimately acquitted. After Wu was
released, he continued to serve Chen Kuo-Fu, but also stopped participating in political activities.
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1933 — The wedding photo of Dr. Wu Yung-Chang.
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1938 — Photo of Wu Yung-Chang (ﬁrst left) wlth mother and 4 brothers.
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