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Tientsin Rotarian — Dr. Hollington K. Tong
The Legend of a Journalist, Diplomat, and Preacher
By Herbert K. Lau (¥]#=c2) (Rotary China Historian)

1 December 2023

Dr. Hollington K. Tong (% % £ & L), HonLLD (Park College), AB (Missourt) (1887—
1971) was a pivotal Chinese journalist, author, and diplomat who bridge the gap between the
Republic of China’s (* # % &) government and Western media during the mid-20th century.

Educated in the United States major in journalism, Tong returned to China to edit
newspapers like (The Peking Daily News) and found influential outlets.

In the early 1920s, he relocated to Tientsin (Tianjin) (% /2) and served as Secretary of
North China Star Co., Inc. which was the publisher of the English newspaper (The North
China Star) (#F4 P % #F). In 1926, Tong served as President to a new Chinese newspaper

(# #£ ) (Yung Pao) which was in a couple of years became one of the four leading Chinese
newspapers in the territory. The other three were { = 2 4§ ) (Ta Kung Pao), { z £ 3¢ ) (Social
Welfare/Yi Shi Bao), and ( & » %38 ) (The Sheng Ching Shih Pao).

During the tenure in Tientsin before he further moved to Shanghai in 1931, Tong joined
the Rotary Club of Tientsin (= 23 #;4+) as an Active Member holding the Classification
“Journalist”.

Tong rose from humble origins to become a key figure in the Nationalist Government,
and introducing American-style journalism practices to China through his editorial roles at
major publications such as (The China Press + r£3F ) in Shanghai (1 /%).

In government service, Tong directed the Shanghai office of the Military Affairs
Commission (Bl % 7 /ir& ¥ £ f ¢ ) in 1936, acted as minister in information roles during
World War II, and later became Vice Minister of Information (& % # ¢ £ 7 @INFI" L),
Director of the Government Information Office (#<f#7# & & &) in 1947, and Minister
without Portfolio in the Executive Yuan ({7 scf#ci+% F ) in 1948---positions that served as

primary spokesperson against Japanese aggression and internal communist threats.
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After the Nationalist Government retreat to Taiwan (% /%) in 1949, Tong continued in
advisory capacities with the Kuomintang (¥ & & % # ) (KMT), managing state media like the
Broadcasting Corporation of China (¥ & & 4% = # ) and (The Central Daily News # £ p 3¢ ) .
His diplomatic career peaked as Ambassador to Japan in 1952 and Ambassador to the United
States from 1956, succeeding Dr. V. K. Wellington Koo (f 245312 X ), where he advocated for
Nationalist interests amid Cold War tensions and U.S. recognition debates. Tong’s notable
writings include the authorized (Chiang Kai-Shek: Soldier and Statesman) (1937), which
portrayed the leader’s military and political evolution, alongside works like { Dateline: China )
(1950) offering firsthand accounts of Sino-Japanese conflicts.

T W Rk R
The Rotary Club of Tientsin, N. China.

A sketch of Hollington K. Tong

Early Life and Education

Hollington K. Tong (% %¢ ), born on 9 November 1887, in Ningpo (Ningbo), Chekiang
(Zhejiang) Province of the Ch'ing Empire (= 5 # B#ie 4 % & ), came from a Protestant
Christian family, which shaped his early worldview and lifelong religious commitment. His
upbringing reflected the influence of missionary activities in late Ch’ing Empire (China),
though specific details about his parents or siblings remain sparse in historical records.

Tong received his primary education at a missionary school in Soochow (Suzhou) (# '),
Kiangsu (Jiangsu) Province (/x # %4 ), an institution likely affiliated with Presbyterian
missions prevalent in the region. This environment instilled in him a devout Presbyterian
faith that persisted throughout his life, influencing his personal ethics and professional
networks. Education through missionary and secular institutions reflected the influence of
Western-style schooling prevalent in coastal regions during the late Ch’ing Empire. Later,
Tong received secondary studies at Lowrie High School (if+ # F+) in Shanghai (1} %),
Shanghai High School (s F* % F+), and Anglo-Chinese College (¥ & % ), also in Shanghai.

By his late teens in 1905, Tong taught at the Chien Chiu School (##: ¥ ) in Ningpo
(Ningbo) (% 4 ), where one of his students was “a grave-minded, ambitious, unforgettable
youth from near-by Chi Kow (;% r 4&), named Chiang Kai-Shek (3 ¢ i )”. Tong had
acquired sufficient English proficiency to tutor figures such as Chiang, indicating an early
aptitude for languages amid a modest family circumstance that prioritized education despite
limited resources. In 1906 Tong left Ningpo for Shanghai for a job at the Commercial Press.
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Having decided to further his education abroad, in 1907, Tong traveled to the United
States enrolling at Park College in Parkville, Missouri, where he studied for one year amid
financial constraints that required periodic work interruptions. The following year, he
transferred to the newly founded School of Journalism at the University of Missouri, from
which he was graduated in 1912 with Bachelor of Arts (A.B.) degree. Tong continued his
journalistic training at Columbia University’s Graduate School of Journalism, joining its
inaugural class and completing the program circa 1913. Among Tong’s 12 classmates was
Carl William Ackerman, who later became the School’s Dean. Upon completion he served
for a time on the reportorial staff of (The New York Times) and (The New York Evening
Post) , and also served as an assistant editor on {The New York Independent) . This early
exposure to professional standards in American journalism shaped his subsequent career.

Journalistic Career

Entry into Journalism and Early Roles

Upon returning to the newly established Republic of China in January 1912 after
completing his journalism studies in the United States, Tong became the Peking
correspondent for several Shanghai newspapers and, for a brief period, the English Secretary
of the Senate of China’s First Parliament, a hybrid role blending journalistic acumen with
governmental translation and communication duties, which honed his expertise in
propaganda and official messaging. This role marked his initial foray into professional
journalism, leveraging his bilingual skills and American training to contribute to foreign-
oriented reporting amid the early Republican era’s political flux.

After the so-called Second Revolution, he was assistant editor of an English-language
daily at Shanghai (The China Republican % K& #§ ) , which was owned by the KMT. In
1914-1916 he was again in Peking as editor of {(The Peking Daily News) ---an English daily
that provided coverage of parliamentary proceedings and national affairs, reflecting his
growing influence in shaping public discourse for both domestic and international audiences.
During this period, he also served as English Secretary for the National Petroleum
Administration and made a brief trip to the United States. In 1917 he became the Peking
correspondent for the well-known Shanghai English weekly ( Millard’s Review) (% # < &
3F) . A year later, Tong was promoted to assistant editor, though he continued to work in
the Peking-Tientsin area. He also found time to serve as Secretary to the Chihli River
Commission in 1918 and as Adviser to Yang Yi-Te, Chihli Police Commissioner (2 # > % &
#* ek 1§ 14 48) and Chu Hsing-Yuan, Chihli Foreign Affairs Commissioner (% 2 f84 /% &
# A AE ) in 1920. In the same year Tong relocated to Tientsin and served as
Secretary of North China Star Co., Inc. which was the publisher of the English newspaper

(The North China Star) . In 1926, Tong served as President to a new Chinese newspaper
(& 3 ) (Yung Pao) which was in two years became one of the four leading Chinese

newspapers in Tientsin.



In August 1920 Tong joined the Ministry of Communications in the Peking government
(#* ¥ ¥ fy) as aJunior Adviser. Later that year in October, he was made Executive Secretary
of the Ministry’s Railway Finance Commission. In October 1921 he was delegated by the
Peking government to represent China at the International Press Conference in Honolulu,
Hawaii. In May 1922 he was promoted to Acting Councillor of the Ministry of
Communications but he resigned from it in June. He became in 1923 Secretary to Vice-
Admiral Y. L. Woo, then Communications Minister (2 if % £ % &gk & ¢ #-). For his
services to the Ministry, Tong was decorated with three orders by the Peking government in
1923: (1) In May -- Order of the Golden Grain, 3rd Class (= % & 4 3 ); (2) In July -- Order of
the Golden Grain, 2nd Class (= % & 4+ % ); and (3) In October -- Grand Cordon of the Order
of Precious Brilliant Golden Grain, 2nd Class (= % * ¥ % & & A # % ). In 1926 Tong served
briefly as Foreign Affairs Adviser to Warlord Wu P’ei-Fu (£ i ¥ ). In 1929-1930 Tong
accompanied Admiral Tu Hsi-Kuei (7 & * #-4 47 7£) on a world inspection tour as his
English Secretary.

Leadership in the Shanghai media

By 1927-1928, the KMT had succeeded in unifying most of the Chinese Republic through
the Northern Expedition (& % & ¢ & #* ), and the center of political activity had shifted
from Peiping (#* ') in the north to the Nanking-Shanghai area in the lower Yangtze valley.
Accordingly, in 1931 Tong accepted an offer to become Managing Director and Editor of an
English daily (The China Press) in Shanghai. In this capacity, he oversaw operations until
1935, steering the newspaper toward robust coverage of domestic Chinese affairs and
international relations amid rising tensions with the Imperial Japan. The paper, under
Tong’s direction, emphasized factual reporting on political events, including Japanese
military actions in Manchuria, which Tong analyzed through syndicated articles and
editorials that highlighted China’s strategic vulnerabilities. Tong secured the services of
such active and promising young American reporters as Frank Tillman Durdin (§ # <% ) and
Harold Robert Isaacs (# % 2 ). Tong’s experience at ( The China Press) informed his
subsequent efforts to support wartime reporting as the Sino-Japanese War began in 1937,
including coordinating with English-language journalists to cover Nationalist China’s
resistance to the Japanese invasion.

In 1935, Tong became Managing Director of a group which had acquired a controlling
interest in four journalistic enterprises in Shanghai: (1) {(The China Press) (* F£3F); (2) (The
China Times ) (F¥ ¥ #73F) ; (3){ The Evening Gazette / Industrial and Commercial Daily Press )
(2 7 848 ); and (4) The Shun Pao Printing Plant (¥ #F 45 k| f ). This merger was
supported by the Nationalist government, aiming to strengthen the guidance of public
opinion in Shanghai by acquiring these companies which were in financial distress or
politically sensitive at that time.



During his tenure, Tong authored {Problems and Personalities in the Far East) (1933)
and the three-volume { Men and Events in the Far East ) (1933—1934), serialized in { The China
Press) and later published as books, drawing on his firsthand observations to critique foreign
encroachments and advocate for Chinese sovereignty. These works established Tong as a
bridge between Chinese perspectives and Western audiences, leveraging his U.S. education
and bilingual proficiency to counter pro-Japanese narratives in international media. His
leadership fostered a network of correspondents, enhancing the paper’s role in disseminating
news from remote areas via cable services.

Government Roles in the Republic of China
Appointment as Minister of Information

In 1935 William Henry Donald (% 4 ) often known as “Donald of China”, an Australian
correspondent who had been an adviser to Chang Hsueh-Liang (3 % %) and who then was
an adviser to Chiang Kai-Shek, informed Tong of Chiang’s wish that Tong become chief
censor of all outgoing foreign press messages. Donald appealed to Tong’s patriotism,
pointing out that “inefficient press censorship was responsible for an increasingly bad press
abroad”. Accordingly, Tong agreed to undertake this function, assuming the title of
Secretary of the Military Affairs Commission’s Shanghai office. When the Sino-Japancse
war began in July 1937, it soon became clear that in addition to the fighting on the battlefronts,
a war of international publicity had to be fought. Thus, when the Military Affairs
Commission was re-organized to cope with wartime needs, Tong was appointed Vice-
Minister of its Fifth Board, which was responsible for national and international publicity.
While hostilities still were going on in the Shanghai area, Tong took the initiative to form an
anti-Japanese committee in the International Settlement (} /= > & %2 % ) to publicize the
Chinese cause. It was composed of Hsia Chin-Lin, Principal of Anglo-Chinese Medhurst
College (1 i % if % Fifx £ & F W%), Wen Yuan-Ning, editor-in-chief of the English magazine

(T’ien Hsia Monthly) ( (= ™ * 7|) i = %i{&% = %), Dr. Herman C. E. Liu, President of
Shanghai University (i ;= + & & & %1:%# 21 1), and Harold John Timperley, correspondent
of {(The Manchester Guardian) ( (& &7 #3F) A & ;Gﬁ w ia7]). After Shanghai fell to
the Japanese late in 1937, Hsia went to the United States, Wen went to Hong Kong, and
Timperley went to Great Britain to take charge of overseas information operations under
Tong’s direction. Liu remained in Shanghai where he was assassinated, probably by
Japanese agents, on 7 April 1938.

Toward the end of 1937, Tong’s department was transferred to the ministry of
information. Tong then became Vice-Minister of Information, a post he held for the rest of
the War. He set up a modest office at Hankow (Hankou) (% v ) with a staff of 20-30 people
and appointed the veteran newspaperman Tseng Hsii-Pai (% & ¢ ) as his deputy. The few
foreign correspondents who had followed the National Government to Hankow included
Freda Utley (#* % #% ), Agnes Smedley, Lily Abegg, John Gunther, and Tillman Durdin. Tong
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remained in Hankow for ten months. In addition to censorship and publicity functions, he
was often called upon to handle tasks connected with other aspects of foreign relations. He
was among the last of the National Government personnel to leave Hankow, which he did on
the evening of 25 October 1938, as the Japanese troops were entering the city. He then made
a ten-day hike to Changsha (% y), where he operated a temporary office until headquarters
could be established for him at the wartime capital of Chungking (Chongqing) (£ &). As
the war developed, more foreign correspondents were drawn to Chungking. Early in 1939
Tong conceived the idea of building a press hostel to accommodate foreign correspondents.
He obtained a small grant from Premier H. H. K'ung ({7 sxfx & 34 #£%) and built a simple
dormitory consisting of 13 rooms. The popularity of [Holly’s Hotel & = & #t] increased as
Japanese bombings reduced accommodations elsewhere. Among those who spent time at
this hostel were Brooks Atkinson (& £ # ), Theodore H. White (v 2 4%,), Spencer Moosa (&
#7), and Tillman Durdin. In speaking of this period, Durdin said that Tong was “without
official stuffiness or arrogance. = He was always approachable. In Chungking,
correspondents could get him out of bed at 4 in the morning to argue a point of censorship
or check up on a news story, and he would show no impatience. He lived with his wife in
a little plaster-walled cabin in the same compound as the correspondents” hostel. . . . He was
indefatigable in getting facilities and interviews for correspondents.” In addition to
working with the KMT Central News Agency ( ¥ # i it 4 ) to furnish the foreign
correspondents with news dispatches, Tong’s department published a general magazine
entitled (China at War) and maintained the radio station XGOY, which was operated by
Michael Peng (Peng Lo-Shan #;% ..). Tong’s efforts helped draw to Chungking such
important American visitors as the publishers Roy Howard and Henry Robinson Luce (§ 2.
#).

Tong’s selection underscored the Nationalist leadership’s emphasis on effective
communication with Western audiences to garner international sympathy and support. As
an American-educated journalist fluent in English, he had already established himself as a
bridge between Chinese officials and foreign correspondents, notably through his wartime
reporting and editing roles. Chiang Kai-Shek’s administration viewed Tong’s appointment
as essential for countering Japanese narratives and disseminating factual accounts of Chinese
resistance from the provisional capital in Chungking.

In this capacity, Tong oversaw the Ministry’s foreign propaganda division, implementing
policies to control news flow while providing briefings to journalists, though his efforts were
sometimes critiqued for prioritizing regime messaging over unfiltered access. The
appointment positioned him as a principal intermediary for Western media, shaping global
perceptions of the war through structured releases and personal networks cultivated during
his Shanghai press career.



Propaganda Efforts during the Sino-Japanese War

Tong, appointed Vice-Minister of Information in the Chiang Administration’s Ministry
of Information established in early 1938, directed foreign propaganda operations to counter
Japanese information dominance following the War’s outbreak on 7 July 1937. Leveraging
his journalistic background, Tong proposed a centralized system in September 1937,
endorsed by Chiang Kai-Shek, which integrated pre-existing treaty-port news networks to
bypass Japanese blockades and project China’s resistance narrative abroad. This structure
emphasized professionalization, consolidating disparate agencies under unified oversight to
enhance efficiency and credibility.

Tong’s strategy adopted a “hands-off” approach toward Western correspondents,
prioritizing assistance---such as transportation, accommodations, and guided access to front
lines and Chungking, the wartime capital after Nanking’s (Nanjing) (# ». ) fall in December
1937---over censorship to cultivate voluntary favorable coverage. This co-optation yielded
results, as journalists embedded in Nationalist areas produced reports amplifying themes of
Chinese perseverance against aggression, disseminated via English-language outlets in the
U.S. and Britain. By mid-1938, the International Department under Tong had expanded
these networks, inviting over a dozen key foreign reporters and dignitaries to Chungking for
firsthand observation, thereby fracturing Japanese encirclement of outbound information.

These efforts focused on psychological warfare and morale-building, producing
pamphlets, films, and radio broadcasts highlighting Japanese atrocities while underscoring
Allied potential, which contributed to pre-Pearl Harbor sympathy in the West---evidenced by
increased U.S. public support for aid to China by 1941. Tong’s reluctance to assume formal
roles initially gave way to active leadership, though factional rivalries within the KMT
occasionally hampered implementation. Nonetheless, the system sustained international
awareness of China’s plight amid resource constraints until the War’s end in 1945.
Outcomes included bolstered Lend-Lease provisions and diplomatic leverage, though
effectiveness waned post-1941 as Allied priorities shifted.

Establish the School of Journalism in Chungking

In the course of the war years, Tong took three trips abroad. In February 1942 he
accompanied Chiang Kai-Shek on a two-week trip to India for discussions with Gandhi and
Nehru. He accompanied Madame Chiang Kai-Shek (Soong Mei-Ling % % #') on her
November 1942-June 1943 visit to the United States. And in November 1943 he was
included in Chiang Kai-Shek’s entourage at the Cairo Conference in Egypt.

While in the United States, Tong held discussions with his old Columbia University
classmate, Carl W. Ackerman, who had become Dean of the Graduate School of Journalism,
about establishing a training school for journalists at Chungking. With the assistance of
Columbia University, a two-part program was established in 1943. Four journalists were
employed by the United States Department of State and sent to Chungking to serve as guest
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experts in information agencies. One of the four was Floyd Taylor, who later became head
of the American Press Institute. The second part of the program was the establishment of a
Chinese-administered school of journalism in Chungking with an American staff. Harold
Livingston Cross (4 % 7 ), then professor of newspaper law at the Columbia School of
Journalism, went on leave to serve in 1943-1944 as the Dean of Chinese Post-Graduate School
of Journalism (¥ RATH % # & ). His teaching staff of four (later increased to seven)
included Richard Terrill Baker (¢ 5.4t ) who later in 1968 until 1970 became acting dean of
the Columbia School of Journalism. The Chungking School of Journalism, which was
affiliated with the Central Political Institute (¥ + 5z;5 % &), trained more than 60 young
journalists before it suspended operations in the summer of 1945. Dean Ackerman’s 1945
report on the Chungking school spoke of its achievements “in helping the State Department’s
cultural cooperation program in China, in breaking down the hesitancy of Chinese
officialdom to give out information and news, in spreading the gospel of freedom of the press,
in teaching the responsibilities of men and women engaged in journalistic enterprises, and
in training young Chinese to follow American methods in collecting and disseminating news
through newspapers and by radio.” Thus, the Chungking journalism school helped realize
Tong’s ambitions for Chinese journalism. In recognition of his wartime achievements, Tong
was elected to the Central Executive Committee of the Kuomintang in 1945. After a short
respite from official life, he assumed office as Director of the Executive Yuan’s Government
Information Office in 1947. The following year, he became Minister without Portfolio in the
Executive Yuan.
Ambassador to Japan and the United States

After the Nationalist Government retreat to Taiwan (4 /%) in 1949, Tong continued in
advisory capacities with the Kuomintang, managing state media like the Broadcasting
Corporation of China (¥ ® & 4% = # ) and (The Central Daily News) (® & p 3§ ) .

Tong was appointed Ambassador of the Republic of China to the United States in 1956,
succeeding Dr. V. K. Wellington Koo upon the latter’s retirement after 40 years of diplomatic
service. He assumed his duties by 1 May 1956, following his prior role as Ambassador to
Japan from 1952 to 1956. Tong’s extensive background in journalism---including as a
correspondent, newspaper publisher, and former Vice-Minister and Director of the
Government Information Office---positioned him to leverage media connections for fostering
goodwill and mutual understanding between the Chinese and American peoples.

In his first ambassadorial address delivered in June 1956 at the National Press Club in
Washington, D.C., Tong warned of the dangers posed by Communist China’s potential
industrialization, stating that if it reached levels approximating those of the Soviet Union, it
could emerge as “the strongest single aggressive force this planet has ever seen”. This
speech emphasised on the strategic threat from the mainland regime, drawing on his
familiarity with communist tactics from prior propaganda and information roles. During his
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tenure, which extended until 1958, Tong advocated for sustained U.S. support for the
Republic of China (Taiwan) amid escalating tensions in the broader Cold War dynamics.

Tong’s diplomatic efforts focused on consultations and cooperation between the two
governments, particularly in countering communist expansionism, while maintaining the
high standards of representation established by his predecessors. Tong focused on securing
continued American military, economic, and diplomatic support for the Nationalist
government on Taiwan amid growing pressures for recognition of the People’s Republic of
China (* # 4 & % fv /) (PRC). Tong leveraged his background in journalism and
propaganda to engage U.S. policymakers, emphasizing the strategic importance of the Taiwan
Strait and the threat posed by Mao Zedong’s (= # 4 ) regime. In his inaugural major
address at the National Press Club in June 1956, he cautioned that admitting Communist
China to the United Nations would constitute a “disaster” for the free world, arguing it would
legitimize aggression and undermine global stability.

Tong cultivated extensive contacts with the American press and congressional figures,
drawing on decades of prior relationships built during his wartime information roles, to
counter narratives sympathetic to the PRC. He advocated for sustained U.S. aid packages,
including the US$100 million in economic assistance and military support allocated under
the ( Mutual Defense Treaty of 1954 ) , which he defended as essential to deterring Communist
invasion attempts, such as the 1958 Taiwan Strait Crisis. Through private briefings and
public statements, Tong highlighted Nationalist China’s anti-communist credentials,
portraying it as a bulwark against Soviet influence in Asia and criticizing U.S. State
Department tendencies toward accommodation with Beijing as shortsighted.

His efforts extended to lobbying against “two Chinas” policies, insisting on the Republic
of China’s exclusive legitimacy as the government of all China. Tong coordinated with pro-
Nationalist groups in Washington, including elements of the informal China Lobby, to
influence legislation like the Formosa Resolution of 1955, which affirmed U.S. commitment
to Taiwan’s defense. Despite facing headwinds from shifting U.S. public opinion---polls in
the early 1960s showed increasing favor for PRC engagement---Tong’s diplomatic
correspondence and testimonies underscored empirical evidence of Nationalist reforms
under Chiang Kai-Shek, such as land redistribution and economic growth rates averaging 8%
annually in the 1950s, as proof of viability against Marxist alternatives.

Tong’s advocacy also involved direct appeals to U.S. President Dwight David Eisenhower
(# MBI YT &%= F) and successors, including meetings to reinforce the 1954 Treaty’s
implementation, which provided over US$1.5 billion in aid from 1951 to 1965. He publicly
rebuked Western media portrayals of Nationalist China as corrupt or ineffective, attributing
such views to biased reporting influenced by leftist sympathizers, and promoted firsthand
accounts of Taiwan’s stability to U.S. audiences. His work contributed to maintaining
Republic of China (Taiwan)’s United Nations seat until 1971.
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Writings and Intellectual Contributions
Biography of Chiang Kai-Shek

Tong authored (Chiang Kai-Shek, Soldier and Statesman) , a two-volume biography
published in 1937 by the China Publishing Company in Shanghai, which portrayed Chiang as
a pivotal figure in China’s modernization and resistance against Japanese aggression. The
work drew on Tong’s close access to Chiang during his tenure as press officer and Minister of
Information, emphasizing Chiang’s military campaigns, such as the Northern Expedition
(1926—1928) that unified China under Nationalist rule, and his leadership in the War of
Resistance (1937-1945), where Tong highlighted Chiang’s strategic decisions like the
relocation of the capital to Chungking. Tong’s narrative framed Chiang’s governance as a
blend of Confucian ethics and pragmatic authoritarianism, crediting him with suppressing
communist insurgencies and fostering economic reforms, though it omitted or downplayed
internal purges like the 19277 Shanghai Massacre.

The biography served propagandistic aims, aligning with Tong’s role in the Nationalist
government’s information apparatus, and was distributed in the U.S. to bolster Allied support
during World War II, with endorsements from figures like U.S. Secretary of State Cordell Hull
(# W W #T# § ), who praised its depiction of Chiang’s anti-fascist stance. Critics,
including Western journalists like Theodore White, later assessed it as overly laudatory,
noting Tong’s selective sourcing from official records while ignoring evidence of corruption
and authoritarian excesses in the Nationalist regime, such as the 1943—1944 suppression of
dissent in Free China areas. Despite these limitations, the book provided firsthand accounts
of events like the Sian Incident (& % ¥ %) (1936), where Chiang’s kidnapping by Chang
Hsueh-Liang (5§ %) forced a united front against Japan, based on Tong’s interviews and
dispatches. Tong’s portrayal extended to Chiang’s personal life, depicting him as a
disciplined Christian convert influenced by Soong Mei-Ling (% # #2), his wife, and crediting
this for his moral leadership amid civil strife, though post-1949 analyses from declassified
U.S. State Department reports questioned the biography’s veracity on Chiang’s tolerance for
warlord alliances and inflation policies that eroded public support by 1947. The work’s
impact waned after the Nationalists’ retreat to Taiwan in 1949, but it remains a primary
source for scholars studying wartime propaganda, revealing biases inherent in regime-insider
perspectives that prioritized narrative control over empirical detachment.

Other Publications and Analyses

Tong served as editor-in-chief of the { China Handbook ) , a periodical publication issued
by the Chinese Ministry of Information, with the initial volume covering 1937-1943 providing
a detailed survey of wartime developments, including military campaigns, economic policies,
and diplomatic efforts under the Nationalist government. Subsequent editions, such as the
1937—-1945 revised version with a 1946 supplement, expanded on these analyses, compiling
data on eight years of conflict against Japan, resource mobilization, and international
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alliances, intended for both domestic reference and foreign audiences to counter
misconceptions about China’s resilience.

In 1950, Tong published ( Dateline: China: The Beginning of China’s Press Relations with
the World) , a reflective analysis of his experiences in establishing and managing foreign
propaganda during the Sino-Japanese War and beyond, emphasizing the Nationalist regime’s
efforts to shape global perceptions through controlled media access and journalist
coordination in Chungking. The book details tactical innovations, such as pooling foreign
correspondents and scripting press briefings, while critiquing barriers like censorship that
hindered objective reporting, drawing from Tong’s direct oversight of the Ministry of
Information's international outreach.

Beyond these, Tong contributed analytical pamphlets compiling Western journalistic
accounts for Nationalist leaders, focusing on strategic assessments of Japanese advances and
Allied support, though these were primarily internal tools rather than public works. His
writings consistently prioritized defending the KMT’s narrative of unified resistance, often
attributing setbacks to internal sabotage or foreign misjudgments rather than governance
failures.

Post-Diplomacy Activities, Death and Immediate Aftermath

In 1953 Tong received the degree of Doctor of Laws (LLD), honoris causa, from Park
College (his undergraduate alma mater).

After his term as Ambassador to the United States from 1956 to 1958, Tong returned to
Taiwan and continued in advisory capacities with the Kuomintang. He focused on state
media efforts to promote the Nationalist regime’s narrative internationally and counter
communist propaganda until his retirement.

On his retirement from public activity in 1958, President Chiang Kai-Shek appointed
Tong a senior adviser to the Presidential Office in Taipei (4 #*). Tong remained in Taiwan
until 1961, when he came to the United States for a Moral Rearmament conference. He
suffered a stroke and, after partial recuperation, went to live with a daughter in California.

Rotarian Dr. Hollington K. Tong passed away on 9 January 1971, in a nursing home in
Monterey, California, U.S.A., at the age of 83. He is often remembered as “China’s first
American-trained journalist”. No public details on the cause of death were reported in
contemporary accounts. His passing received limited immediate coverage, primarily in the
form of a brief obituary in {The New York Times) , which highlighted his roles as a journalist,
diplomat, and biographer of Chiang Kai-Shek without noting any formal funeral
arrangements or official tributes from the Republic of China government in Taiwan. Tong
following the earlier loss of their youngest son in a 1960 airplane crash.

Long-Term Impact and Assessments
Tong’s propaganda initiatives during the Sino-Japanese War (1937-1945) had a
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measurable impact on Western perceptions, fostering sympathy that translated into policy
support, such as increased U.S. public backing for checks on Japanese expansion, with 70%
of Americans favoring such measures by September 1941. By centralizing the KMT’s foreign
propaganda apparatus in 1937—-1938, he enabled coordinated dissemination of anti-Japanese
narratives through English-language outlets, including treaty-port newspapers under his
influence, which shifted international framing of China from isolationist to victim deserving
alliance. This system endured wartime relocation to Chungking and facilitated direct
channels to Allied leaders, though its efficacy hinged on exogenous events like Pearl Harbor
rather than intrinsic persuasiveness alone.

Post-1949, following the Nationalist relocation to Taiwan, Tong’s direct geopolitical
influence diminished amid the global recognition of the People’s Republic of China, rendering
his wartime advocacy for a unified Nationalist front largely obsolete on the mainland. In
the Republic of China (Taiwan) (ROC), he sustained contributions via media leadership,
including as General Manager of the Broadcasting Corporation of China and Board Chairman
of (The Central Daily News) , reinforcing anti-Communist messaging and ROC legitimacy
through state-aligned journalism. His 1961 publication (Christianity in Taiwan: A History
further documented religious dynamic) under ROC rule, underscoring cultural continuity
efforts.

Historians assess Tong as an adept organizer who professionalized KMT international
outreach, leveraging U.S. journalistic training to prioritize elite networks and narrative
control, achieving “considerable success” in wartime media access despite internal party
constraints. ~ Contemporary evaluations, including U.S. diplomatic correspondence,
acknowledged his operational challenges under authoritarian oversight, while his diplomatic
tenure (e.g. ambassadorships to Japan in 1952 and the U.S. in 1956) earned praise for
upholding Nationalist representation amid eroding mainland support. Long-term scholarly
views, often from sources sympathetic to liberal media ideals, note biases in his output—such
as downplaying regime corruption---that undermined credibility once Communist
revelations post-1949 exposed Nationalist frailties, though empirical data on wartime
opinion shifts affirm tactical gains.

Controversies and Criticisms
Accusations of Propaganda Bias

Tong, as head of the international propaganda from 1937 onward, centralized the KMT’s
foreign propaganda efforts to shape international perceptions of China’s war against Japan,
which drew accusations from some Western observers of promoting a selectively favorable
narrative that minimized Nationalist shortcomings such as military setbacks, corruption, and
hyperinflation. These efforts included subsidizing English-language press outlets and
coordinating with figures like Soong Mei-Ling to influence elite audiences in the United
States and Britain, tactics critics labeled as manipulative rather than objective reporting.
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In the United States, where Tong oversaw the Chinese News Service starting in 1942 with
a modest budget for key operations, detractors warned of misleading propaganda that
exaggerated unity and resolve while obscuring factional divisions and governance failures,
contributing to skepticism among American policymakers and journalists. Such criticisms
intensified post-1944, following foreign correspondents’ visit to the Communist base at
Yenan (Yan’an) (i %), where Tong’s subsequent book (Dateline: China) (1950) accused
reporters of pro-Communist bias. Inresponse, some journalists and analysts countered that
Tong’s ministry had restricted access to Nationalist areas, censored dispatches, and
disseminated inflated claims of victories to sustain Allied support.

Academic assessments have noted that while Tong advocated for “truthful” reporting to
build credibility, his embrace of classic propaganda techniques---such as narrative control
during information blackouts---shaded his reputation among skeptics who viewed the
International Department’s outputs as inherently partisan, prioritizing KMT survival over
balanced disclosure. These accusations persisted into analyses of the China Lobby’s
formation, where Tong’s advocacy was seen by opponents as distorting facts to secure U.S.
aid, ultimately undermining long-term trust when realities like economic collapse emerged.

Responses to Western Media Criticisms of the Nationalists

Tong, as director of the Nationalist government’s Ministry of Information, systematically
countered Western media depictions of the KMT regime by attributing much of the criticism
to reporters’ inadequate preparation and linguistic barriers, which he argued resulted in
superficial or skewed portrayals of China’s internal dynamics. In public statements and
internal directives, Tong criticized the practice of dispatching correspondents to China who
lacked proficiency in Chinese language or familiarity with local publications, contrasting this
with the rigorous standards applied to European assignments where knowledge of German
or French was expected. He contended that such deficiencies fostered inaccurate narratives
of KMT corruption and inefficiency, often amplifying isolated incidents while overlooking the
broader context of wartime exigencies and anti-Japanese resistance efforts.

To rebut specific allegations of authoritarianism and human rights abuses leveled by
outlets like (The New York Times) and (Time) magazine, Tong emphasized empirical
counters such as the sustained influx of refugees fleeing Communist-held territories toward
KMT-controlled areas or the British Hong Kong, interpreting this as a direct referendum on
regime viability. In a 1950s speech referenced in Taiwanese diplomatic records, he cited the
voluntary repatriation of Chinese prisoners-of-war from Korea and the ongoing exodus from
the mainland as irrefutable indicators of Communist unpopularity, challenging Western
sympathy for Mao Zedong’s forces as detached from ground realities. Tong’s strategy
included cultivating relationships with foreign journalists in Chungking, providing facilitated
access and living accommodations amid wartime hardships to encourage balanced reporting,
though this drew reciprocal accusations of propaganda influence.
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Tong’s defenses extended to broader critiques of Western bias, where he and KMT
officials posited that left-leaning inclinations among some American and British
correspondents---evident in favorable coverage of Yan’an despite limited access---
underreported Communist agrarian reforms’ coercive elements and overemphasized KMT
fiscal mismanagement. Through his U.S.-based Chinese News Service and publications like

(Dateline: China) , Tong advocated for elite-level influence in Washington to offset what he
viewed as systematically unbalanced press narratives, prioritizing factual rebuttals over
reciprocal censorship. These efforts, while effective in sustaining U.S. aid until 1949, faced
skepticism from analysts noting Tong’s own role in restricting dispatches during the 1938—
1941 encirclement crises, underscoring mutual accusations of informational control.

Hollington K. Tong the Preacher

Hollington K. Tong lived a deeply devout Christian life that blended his pious
Presbyterian faith with his high-profile diplomatic and journalistic careers. Serving as the
Republic of China’s (Taiwan) Ambassador to the United States from 1956 to 1958, Tong used
his religious convictions to shape both his personal values and his political worldview.

His Christian life was defined by several key areas:

1. Evangelical Alignments and Global Anti-Communist Networks

Tong was a deeply committed Presbyterian who maintained close personal ties with
prominent Western Christian figures, such as Dr. L. Nelson Bell (the father-in-law of Billy
Graham). During his tenure as ambassador in Washington, D.C., Tong actively engaged
with American evangelical communities to rally Christian support for the Nationalist
(KMT) government. For fundamentalist and evangelical missionaries who dreamed of
returning to a post-communist China, Tong became an eloquent spokesman who openly
championed their theological and missionary visions.
2. A Vision for a Christian Post-Communist China

Tong viewed the political struggle against communism through a spiritual lens. Writing
for ( Christianity Today ) in 1957, he expressed immense optimism that godless
communism would ultimately fail, leaving a spiritual vacuum that Christianity would be
uniquely equipped to fill. He confidently envisioned a future where the Nationalist
government would return to the mainland and place Christianity “in the first place in our
religious activities”, anticipating that many future directors of state affairs would be
Christians.
3. Support for Local and Global Ministries

Beyond geopolitics, Tong actively supported missionary work and noted the explosive
growth of Christianity in post-WWII Taiwan. He publicly praised independent
missionaries, such as Mrs. Lillian Dickson (3% 7 i& ) (founder of Mustard Seed
International A% % ¥ f& § ® "% ®4¥), highlighting her tireless efforts to serve human

needs and build clinics and schools in Taiwan.
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[Note]

Mrs. Lilian Dickson (7% 32 i£) was the wife of Reverend James Ira Dickson (747 & f<§)
who was a charter member of Taipei Rotary Club (4 #* 4% #4+) in 1948, and the next year he
served as the second Club President in 1949-1950.

4. Contributions to Church Historiography

Tong’s commitment to his faith culminated in his scholarly documentation of the church.
In 1961, he published the foundational book (Christianity in Taiwan: A History) (Taipei:
The China Post), which remains an early, crucial English-language reference for

understanding the historical development of Protestant and Catholic missions on the
island.
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1945 # 3 7 — B]'FZ @ jadi &’f"@ﬁ%(i) CEE Y #Jiz?ﬁ’?‘f/f?/?f/’ifgéﬁégﬁ(ﬂ) :
EPRE T (FIREE) EF LR EF o (B2 7 2k F )
March 1945 — A group photo in Chungking: Hollington Tong (left), Vice-Minister for Information,
Rodney Gilbert (center), Dean of the School of Journalism at the Central Political School in Chungking, and

Frederick Lionel Pratt, editor of (The Chinese Recorder ) missionary journal.

1958 # 27 197 — FA K 34c;7 pFrB 3 VW Fib gtk 2 fp i f (P ) Fid i = fHyR
S E A P ERE (L) T BB EIR R A E D DG Rk ST § s et
FERIRIFE (i gl o/ B 2 2L £ ) #F A0
19 February 1958 -- Hollington K. Tong, Republic of China Ambassador to the United States (left) greeted by
O. C. Akre (center), representative of Northwest Orient Airlines at the Madison Municipal Airport.
Tong was in Madison to speak at a meeting held in the University of Wisconsin Memorial Union sponsored

by the Union Forum Committee. Tong spoke on the fall of Indonesia to the Chinese Communists.
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Chiang Kai-shek’s
Teacher and
Ambassador

-An Inside View of the Republic of China
from 1911-1958
-General Stilwell and American Policy
Change Towards Free China

by Hollington K. Tong
Edited by Walter C. Mih
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CHINA AFTER
SEVEN YEARS OF
WAR

HOLLINGTON K.TONG

This classic book was written by Hollington K. Tong whilst China was still in the clutches of war,
and contains an affective account of what life was like within the country at that time.
Extract :

“The Chinese believe that all things under heaven work together for good. An evil comes but
will not long stay. No matter how a story begins, it has a happy ending. During seven years of
war, the Chinese have suffered misery. There have been broken homes and broken hearts. There
have been separations and dislocations. There have been worries about food and about clothes and
about innumerable things. The war years are not the first in which the Chinese have suffered. In
their best times, they were afflicted with poverty. The majority of them are poor by birth. On top
of poverty there have been floods, droughts, civil wars, each bringing untold suffering. All these
calamities soon passed. The Chinese rose after each, not only unbeaten but stronger through the
discipline of hardships which, down the centuries, they have learned to endure and overcome. The
present war has brought the worst of the worst to the Chinese people. Seven years is the longest
that any evil has remained with them, but it has not been long enough to wear out people who, for
thousands of years, have suffered hardships and privations, and have survived. This long war will
end as all other evils have ended, and there will come a better day. Until it comes, the Chinese have
the spirit to smile in the face of hardships and to carry on a spirit which has sustained them through
the calamities of the seven years of this war as it sustained them through calamities of the past. Itis
the spirit of her teeming millions of farmers, from whom most of the five million men of China’s army
were drawn, and from whose fields comes the food for the army. It is the spirit of her laborers, her
mechanics and engineers who have built China’s wartime railways, highways, water ways, and other
arteries of communication, and who work in China’s arsenals to keep the guns supplied with
ammunition. It is the spirit of China’s women as well as her men. The people of China, despite the
stress and strain of war, have carried on. They continue to make love, to get married, to give birth
to babies and to support growing families on meager incomes. Seven years is a long time, during

which many things can happen and many things have happened to Teng Chan.”
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submitted a proposal to Chiang Kai-Shek, President of the Kuomintang,

T3S A (1944 %) 94 3p — PR EY £ 5 @
recommending Yuan Tung-Li as a suitable candidate to give a speech in the United States
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