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Revd. Yang Sze-Chen -- Charter Secretary of Wusih Rotary Club
Founder of St. John’s Alumni School, Wusih
By Herbert K. Lau (%¥]#x]=2) (Rotary China Historian)
15 October 2018

Reverend Yang Sze-Chen (4§ = #% #c (7 ) was a prominent Chinese Christian minister,
educator, and civic leader who dedicated over 40 years of his life to education and community
development in Wusih (Wuxi) (& 48), Kiangsu (Jiangsu) Province (/= # % ). He is best
remembered as the longest-serving principal of the historic Wuxi Furen Senior High School (&
&7 o =% % ¢ §) of today and as a founding figure of the Rotary Club of Wusih (& 47 # #:4+).

The official Chinese name of St. John’s Alumni School in Wusih was [&£ &7 = # i=¢ & |.
The English name [St. John’s Alumni School] reflects its founding history, as the school was
initiated and funded by members of the Shanghai St. John’s University Alumni Association in
Wusih (/& 9%~ & #4 F £ ¢) in 1918. The Chinese name [4# i=] was chosen from a
classical quote in the Analects of Confucius: [% + 2% ¢ % > ™ X # i= The gentleman makes
friends through literature, and through friendship helps his virtue].

By 1932, the School was firmly established under its third president, Yang Sze-Chen. It was
operated as a prestigious preparatory school heavily modeled after St. John’s University (¥ % #
~ &), famous for its rigorous English-taught curriculum and elite student body (including the
legendary Chinese scholar Ch’ien Chung-Shu 4 4¢€ 2 ).

Yang was educated at St. John’s University in Shanghai, one of the most prestigious
Christian institutions in China at the time. After graduating with dual Bachelor’s degrees in
Theology and Literature, he joined the St. John’s University Alumni Association in Wusih.
Motivated by the Confucian principle “To make friends through literature, and to cultivate virtue
through friendship” ("2 % ¢ % » 14 % # =), Yang and fellow alumnus Tang Chi-Yun (% % £ ) co-
founded St. John’s Alumni School (SJAS) on 31 July 1918. The institution served as a
preparatory school for St. John’s University.



In 1926, Reverend Yang assumed office as the third Principal of St. John’s Alumni School, a
position he held for 32 years. Under his rigorous leadership, SJAS became renowned for its high
teaching quality, disciplined environment, and excellent student body. During the Second Sino-
Japanese War (1937—-1945), Yang navigated immense political and logistical turmoil. He
successfully relocated parts of the School and maintained operations to protect students and
staff from wartime chaos. Because of his strong background in literature and English language
pedagogy, he personally taught English. Under his administration, the School implemented an
advanced, bilingual Western scientific curriculum utilizing original English textbooks,
cementing the School’s reputation as a top-tier preparatory pipeline for St. John’s University.

Reverend Yang continued to manage the School through the Chinese Civil War and into the
early years of the People’s Republic of China (® # 4 % % {rR]) since 1949, fiercely protecting the
integrity of the School’s educational mission through radical social changes.

Apart from his school administration duties, Yang was an ordained minister in the Chung
Hua Sheng Kung Hui (¥ # % = ¢ ) (the Anglican/Episcopal Church body in China). He served
as the pastor of the Church of the Holy Cross (¥ - % % ) in Wusih, ministering to the spiritual
and social welfare of the local community.

Yang was also deeply involved in international civic networks. During periods of economic
distress and war, he leveraged both church and civic resources to manage local refugee
operations and poverty relief efforts. Reverend Yang stepped down from his role at SJAS in 1958,
having dedicated four decades to educating generations of young minds in Wusih.

Today, the Wuxi Furen Senior High School honors Reverend Yang Sze-Chen as one of its
foundational pillars. His life is celebrated as a testament to the intersection of Christian ministry,
academic rigor, and civic duty during a transformative era in modern Chinese history.

Two Times Charter Secretary of Wusih Rotary Club

On 27 February 1937, members of the Soochow Rotary Club (£ %i4* #h4+) visited Wusih.
Tsai Chih-Ts’en (% 4& # ), a member from Wusih, invited 16 local community leaders to a
gathering. During the banquet, the Soochow Rotary Club encouraged the establishment of a new
Rotary Club in Wusih. All attendees agreed to the proposal and requested guidance from the
Soochow Rotary Club. On 12 March 1937, a provisional Rotary Club was established. From 11-
13 April 1937, the Second Annual Conference of the 81st District of Rotary International was held
in Nanking (Nanjing) (& » ). The 16 members of the provisional Rotary Club from Wusih
attended the Conference and received high praise. On 5 May 1937, the Rotary Club of Wusih was
officially established, with 24 charter members on its roster. Yang Sze-Chen, better known by
Rotarians as “T. P. Yang”, was elected as the Charter Secretary holding the Classification
“Christianity — Protestant”. Yang Sze-Chen was then the president of the American Church
Mission in Wusih and concurrently the third principal of St. John’s Alumni School (& 47 = #

=¢ B).

The formal membership application was then sent to Rotary International through District
Governor Dr. Fong Foo-Sec (& “9# 4 ). The Rotary Club of Wusih decided to hold regular
weekly meeting every Wednesday, 6 P.M., at Ching Foong Cotton Spinning and Weaving Mills
(& ¥ 3 4 1), No.3 Shek Pe Hong, Wusih County (# 47 &t 7 & & = 5%).



On 16 June 1937, Wusih Rotary Club was officially elected membership to Rotary
International with Charter#4321. Had the war not broken out a month before the scheduled
charter presentation ceremony, Wusih Rotary Club would have been a fully-fledged Rotary Club.
Nevertheless, it was very active during its organization and founding period. Unfortunately, the
Imperial Japan’s aggression to China broke out before Wusih Rotary Club received its charter
and prepared for the ceremony. This was a full-scale invasion of the Republic of China (® # %
®]) by Japanese imperialism, lasting from 7 July 1937 until Japan’s surrender on 2 September
1945. The invasion began with a military conflict triggered by the Marco Polo Bridge Incident
(& ;‘iil% ¥ %) in Wan Ping County, Hopeh (Hebei) Province (i@ # 4 7> T &%), escalating the
conflict between Japanese and Chinese troops into combat. Within months, Japanese troops
rapidly occupied all major ports and industrial centers in northern and eastern China, including
the national capital Nanking (Nanjing) (& » ) and nearby Wusih County. Rotary activities in
these areas were immediately and severely disrupted, leading to the suspension or adjournment
of Rotary Clubs. Therefore, many members also became “refugees”, temporarily seeking refuge
in the Shanghai International Settlement (_} /3 2  #2 % ) or the British Crown Colony Hong
Kong (# W7 &+ % j&). At that time, both places were still under British and/or American
regime, meaning they were “safe zones” before the outbreak of the Pacific War in December 1941.

With the fall of Wusih County, the Wusih Rotary Club became one of the “refugee clubs”.
Of the 24 members, 18, including Yang Sze-Chen, emigrated to Shanghai (_} /4 ), one to Tientsin
(Tianjin) (= i), one to the United States, and only four remained in Wusih.

However, Yang Sze-Chen’s Rotary career and the Wusih Rotary Club he founded did not
end there. In 1945, World War II ended with the victory of the Republic of China and other
Allied powers, and the surrender of the Japanese Empire. On 16 March 1947, Yang along with
24 former Rotarians and new members, gathered in Wusih and announced the establishment of
a provisional Rotary Club. Yang was re-elected as the Charter Secretary, at which time his
occupation was the principal of St. John’s Alumni School, and his Classification was “Secondary
Education”. On April 8, Rotary International re-admitted Wusih Rotary Club as member,
granting the Charter#4321. On 1 October 1949, the People’s Republic of China was established.
On 25 June 1950, the Korean War broke out, and China became hostile to the United States. As
a result, communication with the United States was interrupted. Consequently, Rotary
International decided to formally terminate the Wusih Rotary Club’s membership on 21
December 1950, thus bringing the Wusih Rotary Club to a complete disband.
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Told #1147

To the Secretary of Rotary International:

We, the undersigned president and secretary of the provisional

Rotary Club of i i , are pleased to
inform you that on March 16, 1947 | this provisional
(date)

Rotary club was organized and now seeks admission as a member
club of Rotary International,

This club has seen and has adopted orxaEgreesxioradopioupon
X268 the constitution for a Rotary club prescribed by con-
vention of Rotary International for adoption by all member

clubs of Rotary International, The club will adopt by-laws
based on the by-laws recommended by Rotary International for a
Rotary club, with the understanding that any deviation from the
recommended by-lews will not be out of harmony with the pro-
visions of the club constitution or the constitution and by-laws
of Rotary International,

The officers of the club are as follows:

gﬁgrsn%ief Iic%fiion Address

President: Sun-ching Chien Commerce Chamber of Commerce
Hospitsal
Vice-President:Claude M. lLee Superintendent St,Andrew's Hosp.
Secondary
Secretary: _Sze-chen Yang = __Education 83, Fu-ghing Road
Savings Chekiang Industrial
Treasurer: _Ke-chang Feng Banking: Bapk, Ltd,, Wusih, Ku,
Board of Directors: Government
Yuen-rah Hsu Service Mayor's Office, Wusih
En-pei Wong Judge Digtrict Court, Wusih
Yih-tsu Hwa Bee Culture Hung Chane Godown, FNo.l
Siang-tuh Cheng Textile Eng, 30 _West Water Gate,Wusih
Tze-koun Chen Mech, Eng, 198 __Sin Sun Road,Wusih
Sun-ching Chien Chamb,of Comm, C Comr e
Claude M. Lee Hosp, Sup't, St,Andrew's Hospital

This club agrees that it will meet ence each week, even though it
may not be possible to meet for luncheon or dinner, As soon as
conditions permit the club will have its meetings in conmnection
with luncheon or dinner,



g

The club agrees that it will adhere strictly to the classification
principle of membership and that it will not admit members with
clagsifications which duplicate those of other members of the club,
A 1ist of the members of the club, together with their classifica-
tions, and business and residence addresses 1is attached hereto.

If possible we desire that the number assigned to the former
Rotary club in this city be assigned to this club,

We understand that no charter fee will be required and that per
capita tax is to be paid to Rotary International, beginning 1 July,
1914-6, at a preliminary rate of the equivalent of fifty cents U,S,
currency per semiannum, to be paid at the current rate of exchange,
with the understanding that gradually as economic conditions improve
the per capita tax will be increased until the club is paying to
Rotary THiternational at the then current rate of exchange per capita
tax at the rate established by Rotary International for all Rotary
clubs in the world,

The club desires to subscribe to "The Rotarian" for all its members;
subscription rate $1,00 U.,S, currency per semiannum, (This clause
is optional -- please delete if it does not apply.)

The club %8 (does not have) the charter issued to the former Rotary
club in this city.

s i
/4 iy T :

\“Spn-ching Chien t

March 26, 1947
Date

Regular weekly meetings are held: 7-7./

ey Wednesday Free e

Hour 5 p.m, : é 7

Place_Bankers' Association 29 /4 9'7
2}14rr- / i

Note: Please address future correspondence to:

Wusih Rotary Club

¢/o St. Andrew's Hospital
Wusih, Ku.

China
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INauguiation of St John's Alumni School, Wusil, Sept 14601918
1918 # 9 7 14 p(AEF NI )PP FL 2 GF0 T VF R
14 September 1918 — Inauguration of St. John’s Alumni School, Wusth

1939 # —— e gL (77 2) frif =7 F2HHBL LF
1939 -- Group photo of Principal Yang Sze-Chen (front center)
and all the faculty and staff of St. John’s Alumni School.
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2018 marked the 100th anniversary of Furen Senior High School.

On September 12, a bronze statue of Yang Sze-Chen was unveiled at Furen Senior High School in Wuxi.
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#1917 #  EARFFFe KT g 1920 F 2 E gL 0 BT 1947 #FL FEEIEF o (B EALLHEIFE)
Built in 1916, the red-brick, red-tiled, and red-floored Gothic cathedral has a floor area of 856 Sq.M. and is over
10 M. high. It was named “Wusih Anglican Church of the Holy Cross”. In 1917, Yang Sze-Chen became the
Church’s deacon, and in 1920 he was promoted to president, until he retired as an honorary pastor in 194.
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