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Soochow Rotarian Dr. Yang Yung-Ching

Statesman —— Educationist
By Herbert K. Lau (%¥]#xl=2) (Rotary China Historian)
1 July 2020
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Dr. Yang Yung-Ching (1§ - i#1% 4.), HonDHL (Bowdoin), HonLLD (Southern), MA (George
Washington), LLB (George Washington), BA (Soochow), Charter Member & Secretary 1936-
1941 of Soochow Rotary Club (£ %t 4% #4+) (Classification: Education — Universities), was born
in 1891 in Wusih (Wuxi) County, Kiangsu (Jiangsu) Province of the Ch’ing Empire (~ 7 Bz g
§ AR L),

Yang was graduated from Soochow University (X £ = %) in 1910, then went to Peking and
attended Tsinghua Imperial College (i %% ¥ ), from where he was a graduate. He was a teacher

at Soochow University in 1913-1914, then went to the United States in 1914 and entered the
Graduate School of Wisconsin University, majoring in Political Science and Public Education.

Later he was transferred to The George Washington University to study International Law
and Diplomacy, receiving his Master of Arts degree upon graduation. Then he entered the Law
School of the same University and was graduated with Bachelor of Laws degree in 1918.

Yang was appointed Chinese delegate to the Panama Pacific International Exposition in
1915 at San Francisco, California, U.S.A., and served as assistant director of the Chinese exhibits.
He was President of the Chinese Students Conference in America in 1917 and editor for one year
of the (Chinese Students Monthly) . He also joined the Chinese Legation in Washington as
private secretary to Dr. V. K. Wellington Koo (#g 2431% 1) in 1916 and served as a member of
the Committee of the International Labor Conference held at Washington in 1919. He served as
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Attaché to the Chinese Legation in London and Secretary to the Chinese Delegation at the first
session of the Assembly of the League of Nations (" 55 §# ) in 1920.

Yang was Secretary to the Chinese Delegation at the Washington Conference in the winter
of 1921-1922. This Conference was practically carried out by the American and Chinese Rotarian
statesmen -- a significant international and political disarmament conference of the early 20th
Century. The Conference convener was the United States President Warren G. Harding who was
a Rotarian of the Rotary Club of Washington D.C. On the other hand, there was Shanghai
Rotarian Dr. V. K. Wellington Koo being one of the plenipotentiaries of China’s delegation. Due
to the participation of such a remarkable political conference by Rotarians, {The ROTARIAN )
magazine invited a guest writer George W. Harris to give his observations which was then
published on the March 1922 Issue.

Returned to China after the Conference, some of the China’s delegates adopted Rotary’s
ideals and formed new Rotary clubs, such as: (1) Vice Admiral Tsai Ting-Kan (3574 & ¢ )
- Peking Rotary Club (#* » # #54+) charter president 1924; (2) Dr. Yen Te-Ching (4t & & 1)
- Peking Rotary Club charter member 1924, later club president; Nanking Rotary Club (= » 4
4+ ) charter president 1934-35; District 97-98 Governor 1938-39-40; Rotary International
Director 1941-42; (3) Dr. Min-Ch’ien T. Z. Tyau (> #t3# 1 1) - Peking Rotary Club charter
member 1924; (4) M. T. Liang (% 4-;2 ) - Tientsin Rotary Club (% /23 #4+) honorary member;
and of course, (5) Dr. Yang Yung-Ching (1 < /7% 1), Charter Member & Secretary 1936-1941
of Soochow Rotary Club (£ B3 #4+).

After the Washington Conference, Yang returned to China in 1922, and joined the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs as a member of the Treaty Department and later also member of the Press
Bureau. He also served on various commissions in the Ministry, including the Commission sent
to Shanghai to investigate the May 3oth Incident of 1925 (7 =+ 1% % /5 ik 3 % /3 = = ). He
was Assistant Director of Conference Affairs at the Tariff Revision Conference held in Peking in
1925, and was appointed China’s Consul-General in London in 1926 for only 10 months, but was
transferred back to Peking to become Secretary to the Director-General of the Salt
Administration.

He was, at his age of 36, President of Soochow University since October 1927. Then he went
to the United States in 1930 to receive Doctor of Laws Degree (honoris causa) conferred by
Southern University, Florida, and returned to China in the autumn to resume his duties at
Soochow University until 1952.

The University Emblem includes the University’s Chinese and English names and its motto.

The colors, red and black, are derived from the emblem of the Law School, symbolizing blood
and iron, reflecting the historical background of the times. The colors had new meanings, with
red symbolizing sincerity and enthusiasm and black, perseverance and liberality. The University
had its English school motto first, and then the Chinese analogue of it. The English motto
(UNTO A FULL GROWN MAN ) was taken from Verse 13, Chapter 4, of the Ephesians, in the
New Testament of the Bible. The words mean that the University’s aim was to educate the
students until they become fully grown up men and women. In 1929, the University’s
Administrative Council passed the proposal by the then President Yang Yung-Ching that the
Chinese version of the motto should be the couplet ( % = » & 5 » ;2% 4 % 4 ) , which in



English, as translated by Yang, means “Nourish the spirit of universal truth; Emulate the perfect
man of the ages.” Yang hired more outstanding professors and installed more laboratory
equipment. As a result, in the following years, Soochow University could evolve into one of the
best-known higher education institutions in southeastern China.
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In 1944, Yang was conferred Doctor of Humane Letters (honoris causa) by Bowdoin College
in Brunswick, Maine, U.S.A. Yang being a graduate and President of Soochow University, China,
also Visiting Professor of Chinese Civilization on the Tallman Foundation at Bowdoin in 1943,
was recognized as a friendly interpreter of his people, winning the affection of his colleagues and
students alike, teaching many lessons of culture which his great country had learned in the
centuries of her history; serving that government in New York, through whom the College
saluted the Chinese people resisting longer than any of the Allies and much longer than
themselves and through greater trials the forces of evil and oppression; eloquent, smiling,
charming, informal emissary of China.
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The University Motto in Chinese as written by Dr. Yang Yung-Ching
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Dr. Yang Yung-Ching bust statue erected inside nowadays Soochow University campus
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Allen Hall — administration building of Soochow University
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Aerial view of Soochow University campus
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Back side of the Soochow University main gate was engraved with the mottos in both Chinese and English,
representing the two educational philosophies: Chinese and Western.

1930 # * &L % B g g i A
Students of the 1930s at the main gate of the Soochow University
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