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Rotary Taiwan successfully eradicates Hepatitis C within 10 years
By Herbert K. Lau (¥]#=c2) (Rotary China Historian)
28 July 2026

¢ "'2“\\1, World Health
ROtary ‘{.“f):‘} Organization

Rotary clubs unite in the global fight against hepatitis. World Hepatitis Day, observed on 28
July, brings global attention to one of the most pressing and under-recognized health threats of our
time. According to the World Health Organization, over 300 million people worldwide live with
Hepatitis B or C, yet most are unaware they are infected. The disease often goes undetected until
serious liver damage occurs, causing approximately 1.3 million deaths every year. It is one of the
main causes of death from infectious disease. But there’s good news: we can prevent, treat, and, in
many cases, cure hepatitis.

How Rotary members are making a difference

Through partnerships, education campaigns, and direct service, Rotary members are taking
action to close the gaps in awareness, screening, and treatment in their communities. Rotary
Taiwan (4 4 4 #) successfully eradicates Hepatitis C within 10 years. Over the past decade,
Rotary clubs in Taiwan have undertaken a major effort to support the country’s campaign to
eliminate hepatitis C. Backed by global and district grants, along with their own fundraising and
volunteer support, clubs have partnered with health authorities to deliver community-based
screenings and referral programs. These efforts have earned formal recognition from the Republic
of China (® # % H]) central government. Through sustained commitment and community-driven
action, Rotary clubs are helping Taiwan achieve its ambitious goal of eliminating hepatitis C by 2025.

Rotary Taiwan, in collaboration with the government and the medical community, has
successfully achieved its interim goal of eradicating Hepatitis C in Taiwan by 2025 after 10 years of
dedicated work. This public health achievement is a full five years ahead of the World Health
Organization’s (WHO) global target of 2030, making Taiwan’s Hepatitis C prevention and control
indicators surpass the WHO’s gold standard and establishing it as a public health model globally
and in Asia.



Key Achievements in 10 Years of Hepatitis C Control
A historic breakthrough: Successfully shedding Taiwan’s former negative label as a “liver
disease island”.
Ahead of WHO Target: Achieving the eradication target 5 years ahead of schedule, with leading
prevention and control data globally.

Extremely High Cure Rate: Approximately 176,000 people across Taiwan have received oral
medication treatment, with a cure rate as high as 98.4%.

International Recognition: Received the highest score in the Asia Pacific Liver Disease
Alliance’s evaluation of national action plans, funding, and execution capabilities.
Public-Private Partnership and Rotary’s Key Contributions
According to the “Taiwan Hepatitis C Elimination Report” released by the Ministry of Health

and Welfare, Rotary Taiwan played a crucial role in the 10-year prevention and control campaign:

Deep Community Screening: Rotary districts and clubs throughout Taiwan, through global and
regional grants, have long led free Hepatitis C screening and referral programs in grassroots
communities.

NT$10 Billion Investment: Combining government health insurance payments (fully included
in health insurance since 2017) with massive fundraising by Rotary members and NGOs,
hundreds of billions of NT dollars have been invested.

Precision Medicine Promotion: Assisting the government in implementing the “Precision Public
Health Policy”, providing tailored prevention and control measures for different regions and
high-risk groups.

This great public health project, spanning 10 years, is another shining milestone in the history

of Rotary Taiwan and the world, following the eradication of polio. For more official achievements

and historical trajectory, please refer to the report (Ten Years of Dedicated Work: Rotary Taiwan’s

Achievements in Hepatitis C Prevention and Control) reprinted on Pages 5-12.

A participant smiles while receiving a free hepatitis screening in Taiwan,

reflecting the hope Rotary clubs aim to spread worldwide.
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Taiwan'’s fight to end Hepatitis C

PER R ARTIINE R
By Shih Chung-Liang (Minister of Health and Welfare, Republic of China)
29 March 2026

For decades, Hepatitis C has been recognized as a major global public health challenge, with
an estimated 58 million people living with chronic Hepatitis C infection worldwide. Although no
vaccine currently exists, Hepatitis C is now curable with highly effective direct-acting antiviral
(DAA) therapies delivered through treatment courses of eight to 12 weeks. The World Health
Organization (WHO) launched the Glasgow Declaration on Viral Hepatitis in 2015, setting
ambitious goals to eliminate viral hepatitis as a public health threat by 2030.

In line with the WHO'’s “Guidance for Country Validation of Viral Hepatitis Elimination and
Path to Elimination”, Taiwan has reached the Gold Tier programmatic targets under the WHO Path
to Elimination (PTE) framework for Hepatitis C. This progress has been driven by the
government’s political will and the systematic integration of hepatitis prevention, screening,
diagnosis, and treatment into a universal health care system.

Through Taiwan’s Adult Preventive Healthcare Services for Hepatitis B and C, as well as the
National Health Insurance program for DAA reimbursement, Hepatitis C screening and treatment
are widely available, thereby reducing financial and structural barriers to care. As of June 2025,
an estimated 90.2 percent of individuals with chronic Hepatitis C have been diagnosed, and 92.6
percent of those diagnosed have received DAA treatment, exceeding the WHO PTE Gold Tier
benchmarks.

Prevention and patient safety remain indispensable components of Hepatitis C elimination.
Taiwan maintains 100 percent screening of donated blood and 100 percent safe medical injection
practices. Comprehensive harm reduction programs are also provided to ensure wide access to
sterile injecting equipment for people who inject drugs, with more than 150 syringes distributed per
person. These measures are essential for reducing new infections and safeguarding elimination
gains over time.

Consistent with the WHO and Sustainable Development Goals principle of “leave no one
behind”, Taiwan has focused on populations facing higher risks and greater barriers to care. High
screening coverage and treatment rates have been achieved among people living with HIV, patients

with end-stage renal disease, individuals receiving opioid agonist therapy, and prisoners in
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correctional facilities. These outcomes reflect the equity of our healthcare systems and reflect the
WHO's core principle.

Over the past two decades, Taiwan has observed a substantial decline in liver cancer incidence
and mortality, trends closely linked to long-standing hepatitis prevention and treatment policies.
The achievements presented in the Taiwan Hepatitis C Elimination Report are the result of close
cross-sectoral collaboration among central and local governments, public health authorities, clinical
providers, and civil society organizations. Taiwan’s success is also rooted in the government’s
political will, supported by robust surveillance systems and transparent data reporting.

As the global target toward the 2030 viral hepatitis elimination goals, the “Taiwan Model”
offers clear evidence that elimination is achievable when science, political will, and equity converge.
The Taiwan Hepatitis C Elimination Report has been submitted to the WHO Western Pacific
Regional Office for validation under the PTE Gold Tier for hepatitis C elimination. We look
forward to the recognition of Taiwan's demonstrated leadership and contributions in advancing
hepatitis C elimination. Taiwan remains committed to working with the international community

and sharing our experience to help accelerate global progress toward a world free from hepatitis C.

L L *hkhE *EhRAE *EhrEE

Rotary members proudly display band-aids on their arms, symbols of their commitment—and
the free community-organized hepatitis screening event they helped bring to life.

--Taichung, Taiwan (£ %% # ).
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