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Lee Chao-Jan -- Taipei West Rotary Club
The 23rd Governor of Rotary International District 345
By Herbert K. Lau (%¥]#x]2) (Rotary China Historian)
10 October 2015

Lee Chao-Jan (% 42 #%) (1910 - 1992) was a prominent Taiwanese industrialist, scholar, and civil
leader deeply rooted in the historical and cultural landscape of Taipei (4 #* ). He left a significant mark
on both the early industrialization of Taiwan (4 /4*) and the expansion of the Rotary International
movement across the Taiwan Strait.

Affectionately called “Chao” by his fellow Rotarians, he was a charter member of the Rotary Club
of Taipei West (& #* & % 4% #4+)---the first Tai-gi speaking Rotary Club in the world since 18 March
1955. Chao was elected to serve the Club as the third President in 1956-1957. Following the footsteps
of his Charter President “Mickey” Yew Mi-Kien (#*3 %), Chao was the second member from Taipei
West to serve Rotary International as the 23rd District 345 Governor in 1982-1983. The geographical
region of the District 345 was compiled with 3 territories of 3 different nations: (1) The Republic of
China (Taiwan northern portion) (¥ # =% B 4 /% 4 # #%); (2) British Crown Colony Hong Kong (& & 7
A ¥ % % ); and (3) Portuguese Territory Macao (4 % 7 & /£ ). There were totally 70 clubs.

Chao was living in Taipei. In order to provide better service in supporting the 21 Rotary clubs
located in Hong Kong and Macao, Chao appointed Immediate Past Governor Peter K. P. Hall (44 ),

of Hong Kong Island East (% i& 4 % 4% #4+), to be his Special Representative.

During Chao’s year of governorship, 8 clubs were chartered in Taiwan, and 1 Club in Hong Kong
(Tsim Sha Tsui East = )2 4 #* #4+). A smart result of US$248, 646 was contributed to The Rotary
Foundation of Rotary International, recognizing 247 Rotarians and spouses to be Paul Harris Fellows.

There was another achievement by Chao after he sit on the Chair in July 1983 of The Rotarian
Publication Committee (4% #; 1%~ 4 £ ¢ )---in publishing the Chinese edition of the Regional Magazine.
The magazine has been a quarterly [ % # % 7] for 2 decades since 1964. Chao improved the publication
by changing the magazine into “bimonthly g * #|” until it advanced to “monthly * ]” in July 1991.

From 1987 to 1991, Chao enthusiastically in raising fund to support the global Polio-Plus Program
of Rotary International. He chaired the Taiwan Fund-Raising Committee and ended with a remarkable
result of more than US$ 1.4 million. He was recognized for his encyclopedic knowledge of Rotary rules
and procedures and his dedication to community service.
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A Brief Biography of Lee Chao-Jan
Family Lineage and Early Life

Lee Chao-Jan was born on 15 January 1910 when Taiwan was the colony of the Japanese Empire,
into one of Taiwan’s most influential Christian and business families in the Dadaocheng District (= #&
#%) of Taipei. His family was highly distinguished in Taiwanese history. His great-grandfather, Lee
Chun-Sheng (% % # ), is widely known as the “Father of Taiwan’s Tea Industry”. The Lee family was
also one of the foundational first-generation Presbyterian families in northern Taiwan, highly regarded
for their diplomatic, civic, and economic contributions.

Possessing a natural gift for languages, Chao was a part of a select group of Taiwanese elites who
studied in Europe. He pursued higher education in chemistry at the Technical University of Berlin in
Germany and later at the Université du Travail in Belgium. He was highly multilingual, speaking
Mandarin, Taiwanese, Japanese, German, and English.

Career and Academic Contributions

Upon returning to the Japanese colonial Taiwan, Chao utilized his European education by working
in the Chemical Research Department of the Police Bureau under the Japanese Governor-General of
Taiwan, while also serving as a consultant for the Central Research Institute. Throughout the
remainder of the Japanese colonial period and the transition period after World War II, Chao took on
prominent executive roles in several major enterprises. His positions included:

® Executive Director of the New Asia Fragrance Co., Ltd.
® Executive Director & Department Head of the Taiwan Agricultural Products Co., Ltd.
® Senior Executive of the Taiwan Land Development Co., Ltd.

After World War II in October 1945, Taiwan was transferred from a foreign colony of the Japanese
Empire to the Nationalist Government of the Republic of China. Chao served as a supervisory
commissioner for the Taiwan Provincial Administrative Executive Office (1 # &) and taught as a
professor at the Taiwan Provincial Normal University (4 # 4 = {7 # § Fx) (now National Taiwan
Normal University & * 4 #f* # < §). Chao held also various governmental appointments from 1973
until 1990 as listed on Pages 5-6.

Personal Life and Marriage

On 16 February 1937, Chao married Madam Kao Tsu-Mei (% % % ). RotaryAnn Kao was Taiwan’s
first female professor of piano performance. She was an exceptionally prominent figure in the post-war
musical landscape and dedicated nearly 50 years of her life to advancing Taiwanese music education.
Born into a Christian family in Gangshan, Kaohsiung (% &k '), Kao spent the latter half of her life
teaching at National Taiwan Normal University, nurturing countless musical talents for Taiwan. The
union of Chao and Kao represented a historic marriage between two prominent southern and northern
Taiwanese Christian lineages.

Rotarian Lee Chao-Jan passed away in Taipei on 10 October 1992 at the age of 83, leaving behind
a legacy of business acumen, academic achievement, and extensive philanthropic service.
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1937 — Wedding photo of Lee Chao-Jan and Kao Tsu-Mei
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On 16 February 1937, Lee Chao-Jan and Kao Tsu-Mei---Taiwan’s first female piano professor who
had returned from studying in Japan---were married at the Taihoku Japanese Christian Church (now
the Che-Lam Presbyterian Church).

Lee Chao-Jan was the great-eldest grandson of Elder Lee Chun-Sheng of the Northern Taiwan
Presbyterian Church. Lee Chun-Sheng was known as the “Father of Taiwan’s Tea Industry”. Kao Tsu-
Mei’s grandfather, Kao Chang, was the first local preacher of the Southern Taiwan Presbyterian Church.
Her father, Kao Tsai-Chu, was Kao Chang’s fourth son.

This marriage symbolized the union of two prominent Presbyterian families in Taiwan, one in the
north and one in the south. However, the newly-wed couple was registered with the [Taihoku Japanese
Christian Church]. At the time of their wedding, the Church was called the [Taihoku Japanese Christian
Church]. In May, it was renamed the [Taihoku Saiwai-cho Church] in order to match its neighborhood
location under the Japanese administration.
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