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Ho Yao (何瑤), BSc (Purdue), (December 1894 – February 1968) was a prominent 

Chinese engineer, educator, and the third President of the Provincial Yunnan University in 

the Republic of China (中華民國雲南省立雲南大學) during the 1930s.  He is best known for 

driving the modernization of higher education in Yunnan and overseeing the University’s 

transition into a comprehensive provincial institution. 

Ho Yao was a charter member and director of the Rotary Club of Kunming (昆明扶輪社).  

Sponsored by the Rotary Club of Nanking (南京扶輪社) from the capital, the Rotary Club of 

Kunming was a member club of Rotary International, No. 4298.  Informally founded in 

December 1936 under the supervision of Governor Dr. Fong Foo-Sec (鄺富灼博士), the 81st 

District of Rotary International, the Club was officially elected a member of Rotary 

International on 28 May 1937 with 32 charter members, and was the 20th Rotary Club in the 

Republic of China (中華民國).  The officers were: 

(1) President – Miao Yun-Tai (繆雲台), Chairman, Yunnan Economic Council 

                                (雲南全省經濟委員會常務委員會主任委員) 

(2) Vice President – Dr. Alexander James Watson (華德生醫生), M.D., Superintendent, 

Church Missionary Society Hospital (大英傳教會惠滇醫院院長) 

(3) Secretary – Roger D. Arnold (安汝智), General Secretary, Young Men’s Christian 

Association, Kunming (昆明基督教青年會總幹事) 

(4) Treasurer – T. H. Hoang, Manager, Wing Fung Bank (榮豐銀號經理) 

(5) Sergeant-at-Arms – Revernd Valdemar Borge Molgaard (牟爾加德牧師), Yunnan 

Representative, British & Foreign Bible Society (英國聖經公會駐雲南代表) 
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And the additional directors were: 

(1) Chou Chia-Lee (趙家履), Manager, Yunnan Provincial Telephone Company 

                      (雲南全省電話局局長) 

(2) Ho Yao (何瑤), President, Provincial University of Yunnan (省立雲南大學校長) 

(3) Shiao Yang-Hsun (蕭揚勛), Manager, Yunnan Telegraph & Wireless Administration 

                        (雲南電政管理局局長/雲南無線電局局長) 

 

 

A Sketch of Ho Yao 
 

Ho Yao was born in December 1894 into a scholarly family in Shi Ping County, Yunnan 

Province of the Ch’ing Empire (大清國雲南省石屏縣).  He studied at the Yunnan Provincial 

School of Languages (雲南方言學堂), Tsingtao Special Higher School (青島德華高等學校), 

Peking University (preparatory course) (北京大學預科), and Shanghai Tongji Medical School 

(上海同濟醫工學校).  He then traveled to the United States in 1917, where he earned a 

Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering from Purdue University.  

Returned to the Republic of China in 1925, Ho Yao joined the newly established private 

Donglu University (私立東陸大學) as a professor.  Ho was promoted to Chief Accountant 

while continuing to teach in 1926, and became the Dean of the College of Engineering in 1930. 

Due to financial difficulty in 1930, the University was re-organized by the Yunnan 

Provincial Government as Provincial Donglu University (省立東陸大學).   

University Presidency (1932–1937) 
In 1931, Donglu University was re-organized from departments to colleges, and the 

preparatory course was abolished. 

Ho was appointed Acting President of Provincial Donglu University in autumn 1932.  

He officially oversaw the restructuring and renaming of the institution to Provincial Yunnan 

University (省立雲南大學) in 1934. 

In 1932, by order of the provincial government, the College of Arts was expanded into 

the College of Arts and Sciences, and a College of Education and a medical specialization were 

established. 

On 16 September 1934, the Yunnan Provincial Government issued an order: [Yunnan 

Provincial Donglu University 雲南省立東陸大學], as instructed by the Ministry of Education, 

should be renamed [Yunnan Provincial Yunnan University 雲南省立雲南大學].   

Under Ho’s leadership: (1) Expanded campus infrastructure by constructing new 

engineering facilities and restoring the University’s affiliated high school.  (2) Established 

the University’s specialized medical programs.  (3) Supervised Kunming’s geographic 

baseline surveying and inscribed the monument for the “University Astronomical Point”. 
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The existing colleges were reorganized and merged.  They were divided into three 

colleges: (1) Arts and Law, (2) Science and Engineering, and (3) Medicine.  The College of 

Education was merged into the College of Arts, becoming the College of Arts and Law.  The 

Science Department of the College of Arts and Sciences was merged into the College of 

Engineering, becoming the College of Science and Engineering, with additional science 

departments and expanded facilities.  Medical school was planned for formal establishment.  

Special funds were allocated for monthly purchases of books and equipment, and it was 

planned to expand the machinery factory in phases, and establish power plant, waterworks, 

hydraulic testing ground, and materials testing ground.  The University’s facilities and 

equipment gradually became complete, and by 1936, the student body had increased from 

over 100 to 302. 

Political Stance and Later Life 

 Support for Students: Ho actively stood alongside patriotic student movements.  In 1933, he 

famously secured the bail and release of left-wing student Hsü Wen-Lieh Xu (徐文烈), who had 

been arrested under suspicion of communist activities. 

 Government Service: Stepped down from his university post in 1937 to serve as a technical 

commissioner for the Yunnan Provincial Government’s Economic Committee.  Ho went on to 

hold roles such as Director of the Agricultural Implement Improvement Institute and Deputy 

Chief Engineer of the Provincial Industrial Department. 

Final days in the Communist China 
Ho Yao was wrongly labeled a “rightist” during the political campaigns of 1957, though 

the label was removed in 1962.  He passed away in February 1968. 

 

 

 

昆明扶輪社何瑤--雲南大學第三任校長 

 

何瑤，字元良（1894 年 12 月—1968 年 2 月），1894 年（清光緒二十年、農曆甲午年）12

月出生於大清國雲南省石屏縣，是中國近現代著名工程學家與教育家，於 1932 年至 1937 年期

間出任雲南大學（時稱省立東陸大學、省立雲南大學）校長。他在任內積極推動雲南大學的學

制改革與基礎建設，為該校奠定了走向現代綜合性大學的堅實基礎。 

何瑤是昆明扶輪社(Kunming Rotary Club)的創始社員和理事。昆明扶輪社由首都南京扶

輪社(Nanking Rotary Club)輔導，於 1936 年 12 月在國際扶輪第 81 地區總監鄺富灼博士的指

導下開始組織，1937 年 5 月 28 日正式加盟國際扶輪，證書編號#4298，擁有 32 名創始社員，

是中華民國的第 20 家扶輪社。 
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何瑤出生於雲南石屏的世代書香家庭，自幼受到良好的文化薰陶。1908 年起，他先後就讀

於雲南方言學堂、青島德華高等學校、北京大學預科及上海同濟醫工學校。1917 年遠赴美國留

學，入讀普渡大學（Purdue University）機械工程系，並於 1920 年獲得理學士學位。畢業後，

他在美國費城巴爾溫火車頭公司(The Baldwin Locomotive Works)實習，並廣泛考察美國各

地的工業與教育發展。 

投身教育與執掌雲南大學 (1932 年-1937 年) 

1925 年何瑤返回中華民國，受聘為私立東陸大學教授，主講數學、熱機關學等課程。1926

年起兼任大學會計長，1930 年升任工學院院長。1931 年東陸大學改科為院，裁預科﹔1932 年

奉省府令擴充文學院為文理學院，並設教育學院及醫學專修科。1932 年秋，時任東陸大學校長

華秀升辭職，雲南省政府任命何瑤代理校長一職。 

在 1932 年至 1937 年主持校政的五年間，何瑤對學校進行了全方位的重大改革。1934 年

9 月 16 日，雲南省政府訓令：准教育部咨[雲南省立東陸大學]應改稱[雲南省立雲南大學]。

何瑤積極推動並完成了學校由「省立東陸大學」改制為「省立雲南大學」的歷史轉折。 

因應地方經濟與建設需求，何瑤大刀闊斧調整學術機構。現設學院分別改組歸並：改為文

法、理工、醫學三個學院﹔教育學院歸並文學院，改為文法學院，文理學院之理科學系歸並工

學院，改為理工學院，添招理科學系，擴充設備﹔計劃正式成立醫學院。他積極爭取資源，擴

充理工科的教學設備，主持興建了全新的理工學院校校舍。指定專款，按月添置圖書儀器，並

擬分期擴充機械廠，設置動力廠、自來水廠、水力試驗場、材料試驗場。大學所需各項設施設

備逐漸臻於完善，1936 年在校學生由 100 餘人增至 302 人。 

何瑤富有正義感，在 1933 年的愛國民主運動中，他曾挺身而出，出面保釋了因「有共產

黨嫌疑」而被捕的雲大學生徐文烈（後成為中國人民解放軍少將）。1937 年，著名數學家熊慶

來接任雲南大學校長，何瑤則調任雲南省政府經濟委員會專門委員。此後他長期投身雲南地方

建設，歷任雲南省建設廳農具改進所所長、省工業廳技術處副總工程師等職，用其工程專業報

效桑梓。1957 年，他在共產主義中國政治運動中被錯劃為「右派」，至 1962 年摘除帽子。1968

年 2 月，何瑤與世長辭，享年 74 歲。 

 

1934 年，由雲南大學校長何瑤主持，雲南省教育廳等單位共同參與，他親自主持完成了昆

明經緯度的精準基測，並題寫了至今仍存的「雲南大學天文點」碑文。 
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