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Ho Yao — Kunming Rotary Club
The Third President of Yunnan University
By Herbert K. Lau (¥]#=c2) (Rotary China Historian)
1 July 2023

Ho Yao (#® 3%), BSc (Purdue), (December 1894 — February 1968) was a prominent
Chinese engineer, educator, and the third President of the Provincial Yunnan University in
the Republic of China (¥ #3x ®Z & 4 = 2 & ~ &) during the 1930s. He is best known for
driving the modernization of higher education in Yunnan and overseeing the University’s
transition into a comprehensive provincial institution.

Ho Yao was a charter member and director of the Rotary Club of Kunming ( % f? 3 #4).
Sponsored by the Rotary Club of Nanking (% » # #4+) from the capital, the Rotary Club of
Kunming was a member club of Rotary International, No. 4298. Informally founded in
December 1936 under the supervision of Governor Dr. Fong Foo-Sec (&t & *91% 2 ), the 81st
District of Rotary International, the Club was officially elected a member of Rotary
International on 28 May 1937 with 32 charter members, and was the 20th Rotary Club in the
Republic of China (* # % ®). The officers were:

(1) President — Miao Yun-Tai (% Z ), Chairman, Yunnan Economic Council

(Zo2dgRmLRevirEd R §1LzL )

(2) Vice President — Dr. Alexander James Watson ( Z4{ # %5 4 ), M.D., Superintendent,
Church Missionary Society Hospital (+ & @& & ¢ & /% Fhubek)

(3) Secretary — Roger D. Arnold (% /» %), General Secretary, Young Men’s Christian
Association, Kunming (- P A% § # § i %)

(4) Treasurer — T. H. Hoang, Manager, Wing Fung Bank (% & 43%.532)

(5) Sergeant-at-Arms — Revernd Valdemar Borge Molgaard (£ # “r 4 4< ¥ ), Yunnan
Representative, British & Foreign Bible Society (& B & 5= ¢ 5.2 5 % %)
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And the additional directors were:
(1) Chou Chia-Lee (3} #J& ), Manager, Yunnan Provincial Telephone Company
(Zr 24T hhi)
(2) Ho Yao (i %), President, Provincial University of Yunnan (% = 2 % <~ £ & &)
(3) Shiao Yang-Hsun (# 47 i*), Manager, Yunnan Telegraph & Wireless Administration
(23 RmERAhhi/23&RT A AHE)
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A Sketch of Ho Yao

Ho Yao was born in December 1894 into a scholarly family in Shi Ping County, Yunnan
Province of the Ch’ing Empire (+ /7 ®Z = 4 % A%%). He studied at the Yunnan Provincial
School of Languages (% = * 7 4 ¥ ), Tsingtao Special Higher School ( § 1t &% % ¥ ),
Peking University (preparatory course) (# » = £ 3 1), and Shanghai Tongji Medical School
(s ;‘”a?»%ﬁ 1 #+:). He then traveled to the United States in 1917, where he earned a
Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering from Purdue University.

Returned to the Republic of China in 1925, Ho Yao joined the newly established private
Donglu University (4 = &t~ §) as a professor. Ho was promoted to Chief Accountant
while continuing to teach in 1926, and became the Dean of the College of Engineering in 1930.

Due to financial difficulty in 1930, the University was re-organized by the Yunnan
Provincial Government as Provincial Donglu University (%4 = & F£ ~ §).

University Presidency (1932-1937)

In 1931, Donglu University was re-organized from departments to colleges, and the
preparatory course was abolished.

Ho was appointed Acting President of Provincial Donglu University in autumn 1932.
He officially oversaw the restructuring and renaming of the institution to Provincial Yunnan
University (4 = £ = *~ ) in 1934.

In 1932, by order of the provincial government, the College of Arts was expanded into
the College of Arts and Sciences, and a College of Education and a medical specialization were
established.

On 16 September 1934, the Yunnan Provincial Government issued an order: [Yunnan
Provincial Donglu University 2 = 4 > & r£ + £ ], as instructed by the Ministry of Education,
should be renamed [Yunnan Provincial Yunnan University £ & 4 = 2 % < § 1.

Under Ho’s leadership: (1) Expanded campus infrastructure by constructing new
engineering facilities and restoring the University’s affiliated high school. (2) Established
the University’s specialized medical programs. (3) Supervised Kunming’s geographic

baseline surveying and inscribed the monument for the “University Astronomical Point”.
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The existing colleges were reorganized and merged. They were divided into three
colleges: (1) Arts and Law, (2) Science and Engineering, and (3) Medicine. The College of
Education was merged into the College of Arts, becoming the College of Arts and Law. The
Science Department of the College of Arts and Sciences was merged into the College of
Engineering, becoming the College of Science and Engineering, with additional science
departments and expanded facilities. Medical school was planned for formal establishment.
Special funds were allocated for monthly purchases of books and equipment, and it was
planned to expand the machinery factory in phases, and establish power plant, waterworks,
hydraulic testing ground, and materials testing ground. The University’s facilities and
equipment gradually became complete, and by 1936, the student body had increased from
over 100 to 302.
Political Stance and Later Life

® Support for Students: Ho actively stood alongside patriotic student movements. In 1933, he
famously secured the bail and release of left-wing student Hsti Wen-Lieh Xu (7 < 7|), who had
been arrested under suspicion of communist activities.

® Government Service: Stepped down from his university post in 1937 to serve as a technical
commissioner for the Yunnan Provincial Government’s Economic Committee. Ho went on to
hold roles such as Director of the Agricultural Implement Improvement Institute and Deputy

Chief Engineer of the Provincial Industrial Department.

Final days in the Communist China
Ho Yao was wrongly labeled a “rightist” during the political campaigns of 1957, though
the label was removed in 1962. He passed away in February 1968.
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