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Dr. Yen Te-Ching — Railway Engineer

The Second Chinese Director in History of Rotary International
By Herbert K. Lau (%] #x]=2) (Rotary China Historian)
15 May 2025

Dr. Yen Te-Ching g & 1% £

T. Strong Yen the Rotarian

Dr. Yen Te-Ching (37t & 12 2 ), HonLLD (Lehigh), MEng (Lehigh), BEng (Virginia), (aka
T. Strong Yen to the Americans) first joined Rotary as a charter member and treasurer of Peking
Rotary Club (#* » #* #4+) in 1924-1925 (Classification: Engineering — Railroad), followed by
Vice-President in 1925-1926 and Club President in 1926-1927. He was instrumental in forming
the Nanking Rotary Club (= » # #4+) and served as its Charter President in 1933-1934-1935
(Classification: Government Administration — Railway). Yen was elected, during the War Time,
to serve Rotary International as District 97-98 Governor in 2 terms of 1938-1939-1940, and was
later elected to serve as a Director in 1941-1942, when he was the second Chinese in history to
hold such position. The first Chinese who served Rotary International as Director in 1933-1934
was Dr. Fong Foo-Sec (A% % %9 4 ), of Shanghai Rotary Club (_} ;# 3 #4+) (Book Publishing).

In 1941-1942, Yen was a member of the Nominating Committee for President of Rotary
International.
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Education and Qualifications

Born on 2 November 1878 in Shanghai of the Ch’ing Empire (+ i ®_t /%), the son of an
Anglican Church pastor, Yen was educated at the Anglo-Chinese College of Shanghai (* & % [x),
1889-1893; at the Tung Wen College (F < 4&), Shanghai, 1893-1895; at St. Francis Xavier's
College (¥ = /%% I+), Shanghai, 1895-1896. Those were the first schools of western culture and
language in Imperial China. He then went to the United States in 1896 with his elder brother,
Yen Wei-Ching “Williams” (37 & & ) (Republican China’s Foreign Affairs Minister in the 1920s).
From 1896 to 1898 he prepared for college at Episcopal High School, Virginia, U.S.A. He studied
engineering at the University of Virginia in 1898-1899, and post-graduate school at Lehigh
University in 1899-1901 to obtain the Master of Civil Engineering, being the first Chinese
graduate to receive an engineering degree from that institution. Yen was conferred Doctor of
Philosophy (honoris causa) by Lehigh University in 1940.

Yen returned to homeland in July 1902. On 29 October 1906, Yen together with his elder
brother both passed the Ch’ing Empire government examinations for Returned Students and
was both conferred the title of “Chin Shih” (i&2) (equivalent to a ‘doctorate’ in the western

universities) in translation and engineering, respectively, by order of the Ch’ing Emperor.

Career Railway Engineer in the Ch’ing Empire and Republican China

From 1902 to 1904 Yen was connected with the Canton-Hankow Railway successively
serving as assistant engineer, superintendent of grading, assistant district engineer and resident
engineer. In 1904 Sheng Kung-Pao who was then the director-general of Railways appointed
him consulting engineering of the Imperial Railway Administration, Shanghai. In 1905 he joined
the Shanghai-Nanking Railway as assistant engineer for the Chinkiang-Nanking Section.

Shortly afterwards, in 1905, Chili Province (Hebei) Viceroy Yuan Shih-Kai (2 2% % ?m;{‘i &
#) transferred him to the north for the construction of the Peking-Kalgan Railway. At first he
was resident engineer of the railway and afterward a district engineer. He was in charge of the
difficult portion of the line which passes through the famous Nankow Pass (& # & = v ). Four
tunnels, the longest of which was over 3,000 feet and passed for a length of over 100 feet under
the Great Wall at Petaling (& 2 & 3 ~ i 4 £) were built under his direction.

In the spring of 1909 Yen was sent to inspect railways in Kiangsi and Anhwei, after the
inspection of which he proceeded to Yi Chang as assistant chief engineer of the Szechuan Railway.

The work on that railway was stopped by the Xinhai Revolution (% % & ¢ ) in 1911 of which
found the Republic. In the spring of 1912, Yen was appointed Director of the Railway
Department in the Republican China’s Provisional Government at Nanking. When the
Communications Ministry was regularly organized in Peking in May 1912 he became Councillor
of the Ministry.

From July 1912 to January 1922, Yen held the post of Managing Director of the Canton-
Hankow Railway, Hubei-Hunan Section. From 1919 to 1922 he was also in charge of the Han-Yi
and Yi-Kuei sections of the Szechuan-Hankow Railway. From April to July 1919, he was detailed
by the government to be Chinese representative on the Inter-Allied Technical Board. During his
connection with that Board he made a tour of inspection from Harbin westward to Perm, beyond



the Ural Mountains, in Russia. In November 1920 he was made a member of the Railway
Finance Commission.

In January 1921, Yen left China on an official trip touring America and Europe to study the
latest improvements in railway construction and operation with the object of adopting them in
China. In September 1921 he was appointed Special Technical Expert of the Chinese Delegation
to the Washington Naval Conference. In January 1922 he was appointed Associate Director-
General of the Hankow-Canton-Sichuan Railway.

In March 1922, Yen was made a member of the Commission on Communication interests in
connection with the Shandong negotiation. In June 1922 he was appointed Acting Councillor of
the Ministry of Communications. In the same month he was detailed to be chairman of the
Second Committee of the Sino-Japanese Joint Conference on Shantung Affairs. In July 1922 he
received another concurrent position as member of the National Finance Discussion
Commission and later was promoted to be the technical director of the Ministry of
Communications. In September 1922, he was ordered to be concurrently the Superintendent of
the Bureau of the compilation of China’s Communication History.

The Republic’s Capital moved the seat to Nanking. Yen received government appointments
to sit on various positions---1928-1929: Consulting Engineer, Peking-Mukden Railway; 1928:
Councillor, Ministry of Railroads; 1929-1930: Chairman, Board of Managers, Kiaotsi Railway;
Since 1929: Director, Kiaotsi Railway; Since 1929: Chief Technical Expert, Ministry of Railways,
1929; Since 1930: Chairman, Commission on Standardization of Railway Technics; Since 1932:
Advisor to Chinese Delegation, Lytton Commission; Since 1932: Member of Board of Trustees
for the Administration of Indemnity Funds Remitted by the British Government; 1932-1933:
Technical Delegate, China’s Delegation to League of Nations.

Yen was a founder of the Chinese Institute of Engineers (* &1 427 £ ¢ ) of which he was
two times President in 1932 and 1935. He was Director of the Association of Chinese and
American Engineers in 1920-1921 and the President in 1921-1923.

Honors conferred by the Peking Government of the Republic of China
April 1920 -- Order of the Golden Grain 2nd Class Grand Cordon (& + = % + %8 %)
October 1920 -- Order of Striped Tiger 2nd Class (¥ .= & # &)

February 1922 -- Order of Precious Brilliant Golden Grain 2nd Class (¥ £ £+ = £ % %)
June 1922 -- Order of Precious Brilliant Golden Grain 1st Class (¥ £ &£+ - £ &

January 1923 -- Order of Golden Grain 1st Class Grand Cordon (& + - % + %@ %
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1933 — Rotary and its relations to problems of the Far East were chief points of discussion at
meetings of these Rotarians on board the S.S. Conte Verde en route from Venice to the Far East.
Present were: Rotarians Carlo Bos (front center), past president of the Shanghai Rotary Club,
China, and member of International Service Committee of Rotary International during the past
years; Hans Frohlick, Bombay, India; Ernst Raimann, Penang, Straits Settlement; and Dr. Yen
Te-Ching (front right), past president of Peking Rotary Club, China. Mrs. Bos is the lady at left
and Miss Bos is at center.
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Metropole Hotel in Shanghai houses the office of the Rotary International Director 1941-192 Dr. Yen Te-Ching.
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October 1909 - Opening ceremony of the Imperial Peking—Kalgan Railway,
group photo of technical staff, Yen Te-Ching sitting at front row second right.
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Ching to serve as Technical Director, Ministry of Communications.
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Commencement of the Cross Yangtze River Railroad Ferry in October 1933 at Nanking

FELLOWSHIP thrives at the Outport Rotarians Tiffin Club in Shanghai, China: reading
clockwise from lower left—Chang I-Pang, of Soochow; Alex. O. Potter, Honorary Assistant to
the Secretary of Rotary International; Dr. F. B. Nance, former president of Soochow Unl-
versity; Z. V. Lee, Past President of the Tsinan Rotary Club; W. H. Tan, Past President of
the Shanghai Club; Governor Dr. Yen Te-Ching, of Districts 97.98; F. C. Ling, Past President
of the Rotary Clubs of Tsingtao and Hankow; and Schtsu G. King, Past President at Pelping.

When Rotarians were refugees during the 2nd Sino-Japanese War in 1940 ... ...
1940 & p & ZBEH R > FRFF GG XF AR [ gp A AL RG s sy TN E ) B e
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The first issue of the Nanking Rotary Club weekly bulletin (The Capital ) — 1 December 1934
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“THE CAPITAL"
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Published by the Nanking Rolary Club

Nanking, China, December 1, 1934,
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NEXT MEETING

Thursday,

Speaker:

December
Dr. Lo Chia Lun

6th

Chancellor Central National University

This - first issue of “‘The
Capital’”’ unexpectedly becomes an
“‘Anniversary Number”. Nanking
Rotary Club held its first luncheon
on Thursday noon, December 7,
1933, ‘“The Capital” makes its
first appearance at the luncheon
on December 6, 1934,

What do you want said in
“The Capital’’? Send your sug-
gestions and currént news items
to any member of the Committee
on Public Information.

‘Nanking is a new city today,
It is one of the most
ficant cities in the world. Modern
developments are coming with
whirlwind rapidity. Puablic institu-

sign-

tions, public - utilities, public
service are  imperative in ‘ever
increasing proportions, The growth
of public spirit is vitally essential,
One  of the greatest -needs is a
sense of citizenship, of civic
privileges and responsibilities.

Rotary exists anywhere - for
service 10 the community. The
Rotary Club of Nanking seeks to
serve the National Capital in
very practical ways for the new
developments which are upon us.
Nanking is to be a great new city
to express the new life of China

“in a.-great new period. Rotarians

want to do-their share as citizens
and residents in making a really
great Capital.

Regular Meetings, Thursdays, 12:30 o’clock
International Club
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