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Rejuvenated the broken Hong Kong Rotary Club

Dr. Arthur W. Woo (¥ & ?;E%g 4), O.B.E, C.StJ., F.R.C.S., M.B,, B.S., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.,
J.P., (1888-1964) was an obstetrician and gynecologist missionary. He was the Rotarian who
rejuvenated the broken Rotary Club of Hong Kong (4 i% #* #4+) after the victory of the Pacific
War (a theatre of the World War II) in August 1945.

Woo was a charter member of the Club in 1930, and served as its President in 1940-1941.
In November 1945, a newly freed British Crown Colony Hong Kong was struggling back into
operation. Every day ships brought repatriates back from prison camps (including a number of
Hong Kong Rotarians), along with new cargoes to restart the port’s flow of commerce. Hong
Kong began against the chaotic backdrop of the resumption of British sovereignty after the
Japanese occupation of Hong Kong ended in August 1945, and the renewal of the Nationalist-
Communist Civil War in the China mainland. Even so, Woo invited a large group of his friends
to lunch one day at the Gloucester Hotel (+ %2 4= =< /#)t) in Central District. As the friends sat
down together, one of them remarked: “This looks like Rotary.” Woo smiled and said: “Yes, we
must find a good secretary.” That was the way the Rotary Club in Hong Kong was reborn after
the Imperial Japan’s military occupation of 3 years and 8 months.

A former Rotarian before the War, Lieutenant Colonel Eric John Reinhold Mitchell (% &t
® $2), OBE, ED, Second-in-Command of the Hong Kong Volunteer Defence Corps, and Hong
Kong Branch Manager for the Manufacturers Life Insurance Company (known today as Manulife
Hong Kong % 4| * & %' ), undertook to plan a program of events beginning with a meeting

which was, in effect, the re-inauguration of the Club. In January 1946, the first postwar Rotary
lunch in Hong Kong took place at the Gloucester Hotel’s restaurant. A motion passed noted that
the Club had “been in abeyance” since 1941 and stated that it had now been restarted.

It was revealed the Club still had HK$7,000 in the bank but this was frozen under wartime
rules and so funds were urgently needed. Members were asked to pay their half-yearly fee of
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HK$15 immediately, which they did. The Club came back to life. It was resolved that future
meetings would take place at the same venue.

There were, of course, some other formalities still to be undergone. Rotary International’s
headquarters was contacted with an application for re-admission, a request that was readily
approved on the basis that the Club had never really ceased to exist. Many of the Club records,
previously assumed to have been destroyed, were found in a metal box at the former Sports Club
in King’s Building, Connaught Road. The Hong Kong Rotary Club was admitted to Rotary
International again on 25 April 1946. A duplicate copy of the Charter was dispatched from the
United States. Lieutenant Colonel Eric J. R. Mitchell was the first president 1946-1947 after the
War, holding the Classification “Insurance — Annuities”.

Rotary International Administrative Advisor for Hong Kong and China

Though the Club was first formed in 1930, its postwar reincarnation has brought Rotarians
their greatest challenge for service, for the Chinese Civil War (F+ p #) (1945-1950) and the
Korean War (5 # % % ) (1950-1953) had markedly increased the Colony’s local problems. The
1950s began with a large number of impoverished people without jobs and natural resources.
The problem was further compounded with a flood of refugees, from the China mainland, who
were able to cross due to the lack of border controls until June 1951. The refugees caused a huge
population surge: from 1945 to 1951, the population grew from 600,000 to 2.1 million. At their
Tuesday “tiffin” meetings in the Hong Kong Hotel (4 /& = iF)t), these cosmopolitan Rotarians
(no one nationality made up more than one-third of the members) tailored their community
services to their crowded community’s needs. For example, the Club had built and maintained
an anti-trachoma clinic which treated some 800 patients a month, free of charges.

The better to actualize Rotary’s Ideal of Service, Woo in 1947 introduced Rotary to the
neighbouring Portuguese Territory Macao (;%£ ) across the Pearl River (3%/1) resulting in the
formation of the Macau Rotary Club (£ F® # #4+) on June 16th. In 1948, the Hong Kong
Rotarians helped organize a new club on June 28th---the Kowloon Rotary Club (4 4 #4+)---
across the Victoria Habour (4 % 41 /&) at the Kowloon Peninsula (4 #¢ % 5 ).

Though there had been vision and mission on 1 July 1937 to develop 2,000 Rotary clubs in
The Republic of China (® # =% K)), the 3 Rotary districts spread on most of the provinces were
ultimately dissolved on 1 July 1951 after the new administration of The People’s Republic of
China (® # 4 % £ {r®), and that any remaining clubs in those territories be considered as non-
districted clubs under the supervision of an Administrative Advisor.

On 1 July 1951, Woo was appointed by Rotary International President Frank E. Spain to
serve as Administrative Advisor to The Board 1951-1952 (the former title equivalent to
nowadays President’s Special Representative) to supervise the non-districted 2 clubs located in
the British Crown Colony Hong Kong (Hong Kong 3% i&, Kowloon 4 #¢); 1 in the Portuguese
Territory Macao (Macau ;£ ™ ); 1 in Taiwan (Taipei 4 # ); as well as 3 in China mainland
(Tientsin = /£, Nanking % % , Shanghai West & @ ).

Dr. Arthur W. Woo could be counted as the fourth member from the Hong Kong Rotary
Club to serve as officer of Rotary International. The previous three were: (1) Dr. Chengting
Thomas Wang (3 i+ &4 1 ); (2) Dr. Li Shu-Fan (% ;f%—ri;%? 4 ); and (3) George Ernest Marden.
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Obstetrician and Gynecologist as a Medical Missionary

Woo was an ethnic Cantonese born in the British Crown Colony Hong Kong on 23 October
1888. His father was Dr. U I-Kai (#* f ¢ %5 4 ), and his younger sister was Catherine F. Woo (#*
% ¢ ¥ 24), M.B.E, Ph.D., J.P., principal in 1916-1952 of St. Paul’s Girls’ School (¥ % %~ 3 [x)
(later re-organized as St. Paul’s Co-educational College ¥ i* % § -~ ¢ # after the World War II).

Following graduation from Diocesan Boys’ School (3% 3% ¥ 3 ), Woo studied Latin and
French in England. He was trained and qualified at Middlesex Hospital in 1913, and obtained
Licentiate of the Royal College of Physicians (L.R.C.P.); Membership of the Royal College of
Surgeons, Great Britain (M.R.C.S.) in the same year. In 1916, Woo was conferred the twin
Bachelor’s degrees in Medicine and Surgery (M.B., B.S.) by the University of London. He was
Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons (F.R.C.S.) (England) in 1949, and Honorary Fellow of
the International College of Surgeons (F.I.C.S.).

During the First World War (1914-1918), Woo served at The Military Hospital and several
other hospitals in Great Britain, followed by studies in New York and Baltimore under a
Rockefeller Foundation scholarship, including training at the Johns Hopkins University
Hospital in the United States. Then he returned to China and became the First Assistant to
Professor John Preston Maxwell (5 2 3¢), M.D., F.R.C.S., Department of Gynecology &
Obstetrics, Peking Union Medical College (# # +% fr’%ﬁ # 1%) in 1923; Medical Advisor to the
Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Transportation, Republic of China; Personal physician to the
Republican China’s Grand President Li Yuan-Hong (* # % B+ % %% <~ % ). Woo was
decorated the Order of Golden Grain, 5th Class (7 % & + %> % ) by President Li.

Woo went to England in 1921 to receive special treatment of undisclosed nature and there
was false reports of his death of the treatment.

Woo was the President 1924-1925 of Hong Kong Chinese Medical Association (3 i é:f;:%?
¥ ¢); and later the first Chinese elected since 1928 for 5 years to the office of President of The
China Medical Association (* & %5 ¢ ). He was also the last president of the Association which
in April 1932 amalgamated with the Chinese Medical Association ( ® i‘-l? g ¢) and ceased to
exist henceforth. The China Medical Association was originally the Medical Missionary Society
of Canton founded on 21 February 1838. The words “of Canton”: in the name of the Society was
later replaced by “in China” (® i:%? Zibig ¢).

Woo registered to practice in Hong Kong since May 1919. He returned from Peking in 1925.
Other than private practice, he was Lecturer and Internal Examiner of Hong Kong University (%

# +~ #); Honorary consulting gynecologist, Nethersole Hospital (7% 4= % :‘rf % ); Medical
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Superintendent (and owner) of Babington Hospital (& 48 ¥ & ). After the World War II, Woo
opened his clinic in 1948 at Alexandra Building (5 ' + & ), and then moved to Edinburgh House
(2 &-{7), Central District, in the 1960s.

Community Services

Other than Rotary Club, Woo was Y’s Men’s Club of Hong Kong (% i& % 7 4+) President
1935-1936, and Governor 1936 of South China District; Founder & Chairman 1937, The Hong
Kong International Medical Relief Society (% # & "% ¥ Z % vt ¢); Medical Officer, Hong Kong
St. John Ambulance Brigade (4 # ¥ % # ¢ F%), and the first Director 1952-1955 of St. John
Ambulance Association (3 i& & N #% i € ).

Woo was decorated by King George V, United Kingdom, the Silver Jubilee Medal in 1935;
and was decorated again the British Realm of the Venerable Order of the Hospital of Saint John
of Jerusalem, Associate Serving Brother in 1938 / Commander in 1949.

He was appointed by the Hong Kong Governor Sir Geoffrey Northcote (3 & 578 % % B &
<4) Unofficial Justice of Peace for Hong Kong (% i#2£F = ~ ¥ % 4 )in 1938.

On 10 June 1954, Woo was appointed by Queen Elizabeth II, United Kingdom, Officer of
the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (O.B.E.).

Rotarian Dr. Arthur W. Woo passed away in Canossa Hospital (33 #cF =), Hong Kong,
on 3 March 1964, aged 76.

Publications
( Cervicitis and Its Treatment by the Newer Dyes) (1922)

(A Study of Three Cases of Leucorrhea) (Chinese Medical Journal of China, 1924)

Designer of Reverdin-Woo needle

Woo demonstrated the use of his modification of Reverdin’s needle on 21 September 1929
at the Peking Union Medical College. The original Reverdin’s needle, a handled needle for
surgical use with eye aperture controlled by thumb stud, was invented by Swiss surgeon Jacques
L. Reverdin in 1879. The needle is sometime referred to as the “Reverdin-Woo needle”.
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4


http://www.google.com.hk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://www.google.com.hk/url?sa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttp://hkmd1841-1941.blogspot.com/2013/09/woo-wai-tak-arthur-1919.html%26psig%3DAOvVaw1sdUyuifKalExC3c6TQSKL%26ust%3D1575448257543062&psig=AOvVaw1sdUyuifKalExC3c6TQSKL&ust=1575448257543062

Loving Care to Orphanage Babies

1946 -- Dr. Woo and his mother (R1) alongside Mildred Dibden (L1) continuing to support
the Fanling Babies’ Home as it transitioned back into regular operation.

Dr. Arthur W. Woo was a vital patron, medical supporter, and wartime savior of the Fanling
Babies’ Home (i~ 4 ¥ % F+), played a pivotal role in ensuring its survival through World War II.
Woo used his resourcefulness, professional network, and personal funds to keep the orphanage
functioning during its darkest periods.

The Fanling Babies’ Home was a prominent charitable orphanage in Hong Kong that served
as a critical sanctuary for abandoned infants and toddlers. By May 1944, during the Japanese
occupation of Hong Kong, the Home’s founder, British missionary Mildred Elizabeth Constance
Dibden (3 4t 5~ £.), was at her wits’ end. The Home faced severe starvation; smaller babies
were dying due to a complete lack of milk, and the Japanese military continued to drop off more
orphans. Woo stepped in with life-saving interventions. He personally provided the Home with
emergency rations of rice. Simultaneously Woo wrote a strategic letter of introduction for the
Home to Aw Boon-Haw (#* < 7.) (the billionaire philanthropist behind Tiger Balm . #&& £ /4 ).
This introduction successfully secured the funds needed to establish a pig-rearing business on
the orphanage grounds, creating a self-sustaining revenue and food source that kept the
remaining 52 children, of the original 98, survived the war years alive until liberation.

Immediately following the Japanese surrender in August 1945, while the British missionary
women temporarily had to step away or handle logistics, Woo stepped up to directly supervise
and care for the children at the Home, and remained an active part of the Home community after
the War. By 1946, an Advisory Committee was formed in Hong Kong to oversee operations, and
financial backing was secured from the US charity [China’s Children Fund] (later renamed [The
Christian Children’s Fund]) to purchase the premises and to sponsor the children.

Children stayed at Fanling Babies Home until they were adopted into Christian families or
until they were transferred to Children’s Garden ( § ;%) 523 #741) at 7 to 9 years of age.
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1945 # 78 2 F B FR fpit g H——2 BLFr P -
The Gloucester Hotel where the Hong Kong Rotary Club was rejuvenated in 1945.

FER T LT P prE F P F Aok FFa & Central District and Victoria Harbour viewed from The Peak. (1946)


https://tressillian.files.wordpress.com/2007/06/hk-1946-victoria-harbour.jpg

1946 # —— o 3L g B ip FFII B A
1946 -- The busy Kowloon Peninsula at the Victoria Harbour waterfront.

. wFL R B BAEEA R HI G RGBT H
The graves of Rotarian Dr. Arthur Woo and RotaryAnn May Woo
at the Hong Kong Chinese Christian Churches Union Pok Fu Lam Road Cemetery
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SERVICE Above Self

He Who Serves Best
Profits Most:

Building People and
Leaving a Legacy
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