A
4
¥
F_k
i
P
o
=y

frais —— ¢ EREY R E

Amanda Ko — The first female District Governor in Rotary China History
By Herbert K. Lau (#%]#x]=2) (Rotary China Historian)
1 December 2022
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The Honourable Amanda Wen-Lin Ko (4 3% ¥ 3 B ) (1947 - 2022) was a pioneering
Taiwanese politician and civic leader. She is widely celebrated for her historic, barrier-
breaking roles within Rotary Movement and her dedication to local governance in Northern
Taiwan, the Republic of China (¥ # % &]). Beyond politics, Ko left a permanent legacy in
global civic service. Following Rotary International’s historic 1989 decision to formally allow
women as active members, Ko became a catalyst for female empowerment in civic
organizations, achieving four major historical FIRSTs in Rotary China history:
® First Female Rotary Club President: On 29 November 1989, she led the establishment of

the Rotary Club of San Chung South (= £ % % #* #4+)---the first all-female Rotary Club

in the region---and served as its charter president.
® First Female District Governor in Rotary China: She was elected Governor of Rotary

International District 3490 for the Year 1997—-1998.
® First Female District Governor in Northeast Asia: Her jurisdiction marked a milestone

for Rotary’s representation across the entire Northeast Asian region.
® Rotary Leadership Institute Pioneer: She served as the class leader for the very first

training cohort of the Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI) Taiwan Chapter.

In September 1999, Ko received The Rotary Foundation Citation for Meritorious Service.
In 2005-2006, she received The Rotary Foundation Distinguished Service Award. In 2009-
2010, she received the highest award---Rotary International Service Above Self Award.

Even later in life, she continued working at the district level---including serving as the
District Training Committee Chair and proposing district boundary redistricting---until her
passing in 2022. Her life was remarkable and extraordinary.
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Ko received her undergraduate education in National Chengchi University (& = 5zip *
# ) major in public administration. She further have her on-the-job graduate study in
National Taiwan University (B = 4 # < &) major in executive management. Later, she
went to the United State to obtain environmental studies from the Illinois State University.

Ko was a formidable political figure in Taipei County ( & #* %) (now New Taipei City #7
# # ), representing the San Chung (= £ ) and Luzhou districts. She was an influential
member of the Kuomintang (¥ & & % # ) and served as a standing committee member for its
San Chung Branch.

She has served as Chairperson of Tung Ying Color Photo Finishing Co., Ltd. (X & %2 ¢ 3%
>3 "1 2 § ¥ & ); Standing Director of the Taipei County Women’s Association; Captain
and Squad Leader of the Taipei County Volunteer Police; Standing Director of the Girl Guides
Association of the Republic of China; Chairperson of the Taipei County Girl Guides
Association; Chairperson/Honorary Chairperson of the New Taipei City Girl Guides
Association; Chairperson of the San Chung Women’s Association; Advisor to the San Chung
Luzhou Youth Chamber of Commerce; Chairman of the Zhen’an Temple (42% % ) in San
Chung District; and President of the Jinling Girls’ High School ( £ 1+ 3 ¢ &) Alumni
Association, among other positions.

Ko served five consecutive terms as a councilor in the Taipei County Council, spanning
from the 9th to the 13th sessions (from 1977 to 1998). She leveraged her political influence
to uplift women and local cultural institutions. During her tenure as a councilor, Ko was
highly regarded for her fruitful political achievements and excellent service. Some of her
most notable contributions are listed below:

L. In Education—

She recommended the establishment of a large library in San Chung City (the current
San Chung branch of the New Taipei City Library, converted from Chung Shan Hall, has been
in use for over twenty years and is aging. Mayor Hou Yu-Ih (i % # ) proposed a major
construction project to renovate the site, planning to invest NT$3 billion to create a new
landmark). She also recommended the renovation of the Guishan Scout Camp in Hsin Dian
City; and she urged all elementary and junior high schools in the county to implement school
lunch programs.

II. In Construction—

She requested special funding from the Taipei County Government to acquire land for
public facilities in Luzhou (the current site of the Yong’an Activity Center and Children’s Park)
to provide recreational green space for Luzhou residents.

She also proposed that the county government should develop Chung Shan Road in San
Chung City before the Chun Hsiao Bridge is completed, to alleviate the traffic bottleneck
between San Chung and Hsin Chuang and to maximize the function of the Chung Hsiao
Bridge.



Furthermore, she urged the county government to promptly resolve the flooding
problem in the Zhengyi North Road and Changshou Street area of San Chung City; and called
for the reclassification of old houses on the planned site of Section 3, Chung Hsin Road, San
Chung City (now Exit 3 of the Cailiu MRT Station at the Art Park) for commercial or
residential purposes, so that residents could live in peace.

ITII.  Regarding fire safety measures—

Ko urged the water supply unit to raise all underground fire hydrants within Taipei
County to the surface to facilitate firefighting water access; and suggested marking "No
Parking" signs near above-ground fire hydrants to facilitate disaster relief and protect the
lives and property of the public; and also requested the installation of gas shut-off devices in
all fire brigades and squads throughout the county to facilitate disaster relief work.

IV.  Regarding environmental protection—

During Ko’s tenure as the convener of the Sixth Review Committee of the Taipei City
Council on environmental protection, the organization facilitated the construction of
incinerators and landfills by the county government, eliminating dissenting voices. She also
traveled to the United States to study environmental education, gaining knowledge and
building consensus, which led to support for the project.

V. In Religious Affairs—

Starting in 2011 (the 100th year of the Republic of China), Ko served as the Director of
Zhen’an Temple in San Chung District for eleven years. During her tenure, she established
a senior citizens’ club at the Hsin Yi Chang Tsing Center on the first floor of Zhen’an Temple,
combining religious culture with community crafts. She also worked with volunteers to clean
and maintain the environment of Hsin Yi Park and cooperated with the government to care
for disadvantaged groups.
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SERVICE Above Self

He Who Serves Best
Profits Most:

Building People and
Leaving a Legacy




