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Yew Mi-Kien -- Father of Taiwan Tourism
The 7th Governor of Rotary International District 345
By Herbert K. Lau (%¥]#xl=2) (Rotary China Historian)
10 October 2015

Yew Mi-Kien “Mickey” (%3 %) (21 October 1897 - 12 December 1971), originally named
Yew Bai (#%1p ), was a prominent Taiwanese politician, educator, and publisher. He is known for
serving as the second appointed mayor of Taipei (4 # 7 &) (1946-1950) following World War

IT and for his foundational contributions to Taiwan’s publishing and tourism industries. Mickey
is well remembered and honoured by the public as [Father of Taiwan Tourism].

Mickey, as his nickname in Rotary, was originally a member of the Rotary Club of Taipei (4
# $# #h4+). In 1954, he was appointed to extend a new Rotary Club in the city, when he was
Chairman of Taiwan Pulp & Paper Corporation ( - # A £ % i 5 T2 2).

The founding of the Taipei Rotary Club in 1948 revitalized the Rotary Movement in Taiwan,
which had been interrupted by World War II. However, due to English is the Club’s meeting
language and restriction on classifications, many Taiwanese elites were unable to join Rotary
due to the limitation of only one club. On 26 June 1954, Taipei Rotary Club decided at its regular
meeting to share a portion of its territory to form the Taipei West Rotary Club ( & #* & ¥ # #4t).
Mickey was appointed to be responsible for its establishment, with President E. T. Chu (% % =)

and member Chen Kuo-Cheng (% R #<) serving as advisors.

On 25 December 1954, the “Provisional Taipei West Rotary Club” held its inaugural meeting.
Mickey was elected president, and the local Taiwanese dialect “Tai-gi” (% %) was chosen as the
principle language of meetings. The following year, on 18 March 1955, the Rotary Club of Taipei
West was admitted to Rotary International, making it the first Tai-gi speaking Rotary Club in the
world. The Charter Presentation Ceremony was held on April 5th at the Kuang Fu Auditorium
of Chung Shan Hall in Taipei City (4 # % ¢ . % %4 F). Taiwan Provincial Government



Chairman Yen Chia-Kan (4 * % #<f+2 /& bk 734 ) and Taipei Mayor Kao Yu-Shu (£ # # & % %
#) were guests-of-honour of the ceremony. Yen Chia-Kan was the Charter President of the
Rotary Club of Taipei in 1948.

Later in the Rotary Year 1966-1967, Mickey served as the District 345 Governor of Rotary
International, of which the geographical region was compiled with 3 territories of 3 different
nations: (1) The Republic of China (Taiwan) (¥ # % &% #* 4 ); (2) British Crown Colony Hong
Kong (# K7 & ¥ 4 i&); and (3) Portuguese Territory Macao (5 % 7 &+ /2 ).

The 7th Annual Conference of Rotary International District 345 was convened by Governor
Mickey in March 1967. It was solemnly opened in the morning of March 25th at the Ambassador
Hotel Taipei (4 #* B = 4~ J:) and lasted for two days. Delegates from Taiwan, Hong Kong, and
Macao attended the Conference, and Vice President Yen Chia-Kan of the Republic of China (®

= % &) 58 LB 7ed) delivered keynote speech. (see photos on Pages 4-5)
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Proudto be 1%9:4‘ a Rotarian

The Story of Mickey Yew
Early Life and Education

Mickey came from a family with a long lineage in Taiwan, who traced their roots to Zhao’an
County, Fujian Province (45 4 3<% %%). He was born in Wanchai Village (i% i+ 41), located in
present-day Neihu District, Taipei City (~ # 7 p # %), during the period of Japanese colonial
rule of Taiwan. Mickey was the sixth-generation descendant in Taiwan. His family was primarily
engaged in agriculture. His father, Yew Shih-Neng (* % it ), ran a grocery store, while his
mother, Lin Chou (4k4*), was from a scholarly family in Nangang (= i#).

At age 13, Mickey attended Sih Kou Public School (4% © = 4 &) (forerunner of Taipei
Prefecture Song Shan Public School 4 #* “+ >0, 2 & $%). He pursued further studies at Taiwan
Governor’s Mandarin School (4 # % B RRFER) and later trained as a disciplinarian,
teaching at various schools before being promoted to registered teacher in Cheng De College (%
B WA =+ 1§ I=). Recognized early on for his academic talents, he completed his initial
education in Taiwan before moving abroad to pursue higher studies in the Imperial Japan. At
age 27, he went to Japan to study political economics at Nihon University (p # + ) and later
studied at Sciences Po in Paris, gaining exposure to political and economic theory.

Early Career and Diplomatic Service (1927-1945)

In 1927, Mickey moved to Peking (Beijing) (# # ), China, working initially in a printing
factory and later as a teacher in Nanking (Nanjing) (& » ). To evade surveillance by Japanese
authorities, he officially changed his given name from “Bai 45 ” to “Mi-Kien i %”.



Introduced to the Kuomintang (* ® & % ) (literally Chinese Nationalist Party) by the
military scientist Chiang Bai-Li (¥ § 2 ), Mickey became a political instructor at the Central

Military Academy. During the early 1930s, Mickey engaged in significant diplomatic efforts on
behalf of the Republic of China. He actively assisted Chinese representatives at the League of
Nations to voice opposition and condemn Japanese military aggression September 1931.

In 1932, Mickey served as secretary to Dr. V. K. Wellington Koo (ff 4512 2 ), Minister

Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to France, gaining experience at the Chinese Embassy and
studying at the University of Paris. Following a successful diplomatic stint, he returned to China,
where he worked in finance and education in Hunan Province (/# % ’§ ), implementing tax
reforms that greatly increased revenue.

Return to Taiwan and Political Roles (1945 - 1950)

Following the fall of the Japanese Empire in August 1945, Japan handed over the regime of
Taiwan and Pescadores Islands (i# ¥ # § ) to the Republic of China, as a result of World War II.
Due to Mickey’s marriage to Wang Shu-Min (2 7 #t), whose father was a department head
under Finance Minister T. V. Soong (& + < ), he secured a position within the Ministry of
Finance, aligning himself with influential political factions. Mickey returned to Taiwan as a
financial special envoy. He used his position to acquire and repurpose Japanese assets.

Shortly after, Mickey was appointed by the Central Government as the Mayor of Taipei, a
post he held from March 1946 to February 1950. As mayor, Mickey oversaw the complex process
of reclaiming properties and infrastructure previously owned by Japanese entities, transitioning
them into city-run assets. He also strongly advocated for restoring local cultural customs,
successfully leading initiatives to revive the annual Confucius birthday celebrations in Taipei.

Leadership in Publishing and Civic Life (1950-1971)

In 1946, Mickey took over the Shinkodo Bookstore (#7% % % /), which had been the largest
bookstore in Taiwan under Japanese regime. He repurposed it to co-found the Taiwan Oriental
Publishing House (% # 4 = 11 3<4+). He spearheaded the creation of localized educational
resources and highly popular youth literature series, including Translated World Biographies
and Detective Stories, helping a generation of Taiwanese transition from reading Japanese to
learning Mandarin Chinese.

Following his resignation as mayor in 1950, Mickey continued to influence Taiwan’s
economy and culture. He served as a professor at National Taiwan University (&> % /4~ £).

He co-founded Taiwan Cultural Association (4 # 4 < it $:& ¢ ), serving as Chairman of the
Taiwan Paper Industry Corp. (4 % A % = 2 ), and held roles in organizations such as

(Mandarin Daily News % p 4% ) and Taiwan Tourism Association ( 5 ##L:£ € ), earning
him the title “Father of Taiwan Tourism”.

Mickey additionally served as a founding board member of the Astronomical Society of the
Republic of China (Taiwan) (¥ #= ® % < & ¢ ) when it was re-established in 1958.
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1955 # 4 % 5 p — 247 RRGHLEZNEEATF P LFEF -
5 April 1955 — The Charter Presentation Ceremony of the Rotary Club of Taipei West
was held at this Taipei Chung Shan Hall.
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1967 # 3 7 25 26 P —B]"¥##5 345 # F & = L& g3 F S < KR FET e
25-26 March 1967 - The 7th Annual Conference of Rotary International District 345
was held at Ambassador Hotel Taipei.
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1967 £ 3 7 25 F - BIFHM A5 # R F = BE G 7 E R R BBETRfF A
25 March 1967 -- At the 7th Annual Conference of Rotary International District 345,
Vice President Yen Chia-Kan of the Republic of China delivered keynote speech.

1967 # 3 7 25 [ - Bl F#f5345 # FEEFFET(F 1) frr FARBFAEREL(F) ¥ - EEFLH ) -
25 March 1967 -- Rotary International District 345 Governor Yew Mi-Kien (R1) and
Vice President Yen Chia-Kan (center) of the Republic of China on the podium at the 7th Annual Conference.



1946 # 5 1950 # 773 B4 1T 4 A4 7 £ B [ 7o H
Street scenes of Taipei when Yew Mi-Kien was Mayor from 1946 to 1950)
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