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Yeh Ting-Kuei—Charter President of Tainan Rotary Club
Three-Term Elected Mayor of Tainan City
By Herbert K. Lau (%¥]#xl=2) (Rotary China Historian)
12 March 2015

Yeh Ting-Kuei (§ #£3£) was a legendary Taiwanese political figure who served as the first
democratically elected Mayor of Tainan City (4 = # ). Famously nicknamed the “Eccentric
talent outside the Party” (& ¢t #= %), he was a political anomaly during Taiwan’s authoritarian

era, successfully winning three non-consecutive mayoral terms largely as an independent
candidate.

Tainan Rotary Club (4 # #* #4+) was the second Rotary Club established in the Republic of
China - Taiwan Province (® # % & - 4 % ), following the Taipei Rotary Club (% #* 3 #h4+)
chartered on 9 October 1948. Tainan Rotary Club was admitted to Rotary International on 23
November 1953. Yeh Ting-Kuei was its Charter President---the first democratically elected
mayor of Tainan City (1951-1954). Unable to be re-elected in the second term, Yeh stepped down
from public office to focus on developing the Rotary Movement. Several years later, he made a
comeback, being elected as the third and fifth terms mayor. When Tainan Rotary Club was
chartered in 1953, it was non-districted

Until 1960, there were 14 Rotary clubs in the Republic of China - Taiwan Province, 4 Rotary
Clubs located in the British Crown Colony Hong Kong (# B 72 % # % /&), and one in the

Portuguese Territory Macao (# % 7 /& ¥ /£ ). All 19 clubs in these three regions made a request

to Rotary International to be grouped into a new district. With the approval from the Board of
Directors of Rotary International, the brand new District 345 was established on 1 July 1960.

The Rotary Club of Tainan remained a member of District 345 until 30 June 1978. To make
rooms for future Rotary development in Taiwan, on July 1st of the same year, Rotary
International designated a new District 346 for the Rotary Clubs located south of Hualien (#=3E),

Miaoli (v % ), in the region of the central and southern Taiwan.
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Report from Formosa

KNOWN as a “woman of three coun-
tries"—the United States, China, and
Korea—Geraldine Fitch is the author of
numerous magazine articles and the re-
cently published book Formosa Beach-
head. She is the wife of Rotarian George
A. Fitch, veteran YMCA executive in the
Far East. By the time this her report
sees print she herself will have followed
it across the Pacific—to spend the Sum-
mer in the Fitch home in Leonia, New
Jersey.—Ebs.

TAIPEI, FORMOSA—The typhoon
season is starting on this lush and hilly
island. As every year, residents of For-
mosa are bracing themselves for the
fierce winds that can descend quickly to
lash the camphor and cypress trees and
drive rivers from their banks.

In recent years, though, a new kind
of typhoon has come to ¢his island. It
is not at all an ill wind. For Typhoon
is the name of the weekly bulletin pub-
lished by the Rotary Club of Taipei. This
name seems to me a symbol of the
strong way Rotary is sweeping across
Formosa.

In less than a year, Rotary has grown
here from one Club in the capital city
to three: in Taipei, in the port of Kee-
lung, and in the Southern city of Tai-
nan. At least that is the momentary
score; before you read these words, the
list may be longer. Enthusiastic exten-
sion work promises to bring Rotary to
more men and cities soon.

Lately I have had the opportunity to
watch Rotary’s progress here. Travel-
ling over this island and meeting the
families of Rotarians, I have shared in
the fellowship of charter nights and
ladies’ programs. The experience has
been a rich one.

Formosa is beautiful. That is the vis-
itor’s immediate impression. The first
Westerners to behold these craggy cliffs
and green slopes were Portuguese
mariners in the 16th Century. “Ilha
formosa!” they exclaimed—“Beautiful
island!” And for Westerners, this apt
name became permanent.

The Chinese name is, of course, Tai-
wan. It is a tribute to the staying pow-
ers of the local culture that this name
has endured through invasions and oc-
cupations of the centuries.

Today, refugees from mainland China
have swollen the island’s population to
more than 9 million people, congesting
all urban districts. Fortunately, Formo-
sa is larger than the casual observer
might think. On the map, this island is
dwarfed by the vastnesses of the Pacific
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Ocean and continental China 90 miles
away. Actually, Formosa is 225 miles
long and 60 to 88 miles wide. Its cities
and towns are separated by rich tropical
forests, rice paddies, rivers, and moun-
tains that reach up to 14,750 feet. There
is, in short, room for Rotary.

And there is the desire for Rotary, too.
Take Keelung, for example. A city of
some 100,000 people, it is Formosa’s
chief Northern port. My husband was
on hand in Keelung for Rotary’s char-
ter night not long ago. This meeting
was held in the Hsin Loe Theater. In
the theater were gathered a large dele-
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On Formosa Rotary grows. Here R. C.
Chen, President of the Taipei Club,
addresses Kaohsiung group. Seated is
H. G. McConeghey, a chief organizer.

gation from the sponsoring Taipei Club,
the new Rotarians of Keelung—and a
large part of Keelung’s general public.
The public had come to see a perform-
ance of a four-act Chinese opera. Rotary
speeches and the presentation of the
charter simply took place on stage be-
fore the opera performance began. An
unusual charter night? Yes—and what
an excellent way to acquaint the public
with Rotary!

“We promise,” said Keelung Ro-

tarians, “that our Club shall not remain
a new-born babe, but that by the end of
1954 it will qualify in the heavyweight
division of Rotary.”

The Club is living up to this promise.
Already a lively bulletin and challeng-

ing programs are generating great in-
terest. For speakers, Keelung draws
heavily upon the embassies and inter-
national missions in the capital city just
18 miles away. Committees are hard at
work to provide scholarships for stu-
dents and free hospital beds for the
needful sick.

The same spirit quickens the new
Club in Tainan. Earlier this year my
husband and I boarded the southbound
night train here with a party of local
Rotarians. Next morning we were wel-
comed to Tainan—officially welcomed,
since the Charter President of this new
Club, Yeh Ting-Kusi, is also the city’s
Mayor.

Following breakfast, we made a quick
tour of the environs. Located on the
Southwestern coast of Formosa, Tainan
is an ancient capital of the island. It
fairly bristles with spots of historic in-
terest: temples and tombs from the
Ming Dynasty, ruined fortifications built
by the Dutch in the 17th Century.

Today Tainan, a city of 150,000 popu-
lation, is the fishing capital of the island.
Instead of fishing in the sea, however,
Tainan’s fishermen raise their catches
in artificial ponds.

The charter presentation came that
noon. Seated at banquet tables decorated
with the island’s richly perfumed roses,
we visited with members of the young
Club. Like other Formosa Rotarians,
these men have “Club names.” Since the
Chinese lack the custom of nicknames
in the Western sense, they give each
other informal titles for Club use. On
charter night I talked with “Plastic,”
“Tooth,” “0il,” “Tenor,” and others. The
names suggest the owners’ businesses
or special talents.

Just 20 miles from Tainan is the port
of Kaohsiung, a city of more than 150,
000 people. Our Rotary party visited
here, too, talking with Kaohsiung busi-
nessmen who are deep in the work of
organizing still another Club. Thus Ro-
tary rolls!

Providing the momentum are the Ro-
tarians of the capital, Taipei. A cosmo-
politan group, they include mainland
Chinese, Taiwanese, and many occiden-
tals on special missions. These 88 men
have demonstrated what Rotary can do.
Whether they-are raising funds to build
a clinic for trachoma treatment, or sing-
ing songs in Rotary fellowship, or sur-
veying other communities for extension
possibilities—to them must go the credit
for setting a Rotary example that others
want to follow on this beautiful isle.

By Geraldine Fitch
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Early Life of Yeh and Japanese Colonial Era (1905-1945)

® Birth: Born on 7 February 1905, in Kaizan-cho, Tainan, into a prominent local family.
During the Japanese colonial period, Yeh briefly adopted the name Hayama Iwao (3 .1 §%).

® Education: Traveled to Japan for his studies. He graduated from Tokyo’s Meiji Middle
School (P i~ ' P /s ¥ & 4&) in 1925 and later earned his law degree from Meiji
University (P ;> ~ %) in 1930. He continued into graduate studies to specialize in
constitutional law under Dr. Shigetoshi Matsumoto (> & 5 & 12 2).

® Early Political Entry: Returned to Taiwan in 1933. Yeh ran in Taiwan’s first local elections
in 1935 and was elected as a Tainan City Councilor, winning re-election in 1939.
Concurrently, he managed local commercial ventures, serving as president of Shinnan
Industrial Co., Ltd. (373 4 #1)

Post-War Transition and White Terror Arrest (1945-1950)

® Political Continuity: Following the handover of Taiwan from Imperial Japan to the Republic
of China in 1945, Yeh maintained his political presence and was elected as a Tainan district
representative in 1946.

® Political Repression: In the wake of the 1947 February 28 Incident (= = ~ % i), the
Kuomintang (KMT) (® B & % ) Nationalist Nanking government arrested Yeh. He was
transferred through Nanking (% » ) to Shanghai War Criminal Detention Centre (_} /% ¥ j°
#% #7). Accused of violating international conventions by allegedly forcing locals into
wartime labor during World War II, he spent 15 months imprisoned.

® Acquittal: The Ministry of National Defense’s military court eventually acquitted Yeh of all
war crime charges in late 1948. During this chaotic period, his family, particularly his wife
Liu Qiong-Ying (%3 =), suffered severe trauma and political persecution.

Mayor of Tainan: The Three Non-Consecutive Terms (1951-1964)

Yeh made political history by contesting five consecutive mayoral elections and winning
three of them by cleverly bouncing between independent status and tactical Party alignment:

® 1st Term (1951-1954): Ran as an independent and won the historic first democratic mayoral
election of Tainan. Although he joined the KMT shortly after taking office, he frequently
clashed with the Party’s central leadership. He lost his 1954 re-election bid to the KMT
nominee.

® 3rd Term (1957-1960): After leaving the KMT, Yeh ran again as an independent and staged
a successful political comeback, reclaiming the mayor’s seat. He lost his re-election bid
again in 1960.

® 5th Term (1964-1968): Staged yet another comeback, winning his third and final term as
mayor.



Key Governance Achievements & Later Life

® Urban Governance: Yeh’s administrations modernized Tainan’s public utility networks,
expanded local schools to popularize mandatory elementary education, and significantly
renovated the Anping Fishing Port (% -T j#.;& ) to boost the local maritime economy.

® Civil Society: Beyond electoral politics, Yeh served as the Charter President of the Rotary
Club of Tainan starting in 1951, helping to establish one of the earliest civic service chapters
in southern Taiwan.

® Death and Legacy: Yeh passed away on 29 March 1977, at the age of 72. Decades later, his
pivotal contributions to local autonomy were officially recognized by post-democratization
governments. In 2004, the Republic of China (Taiwan) government formally vindicated
him for his wrongful imprisonment during the White Terror era.
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