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Shanghai Rotarian T. C. Loo
Pioneer of China’s international radio communications
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By Herbert K. Lau (¥]#=c2) (Rotary China Historian)
1 March 2014

T. C. Loo (g % #) (1906 - 1995) was a pioneering Chinese radio communication
engineering expert and a key founder of China’s international telecommunications network. He
dedicated his life to the construction, operation, management, and research of modern
communication systems. Inducted as an Active Member of the Rotary Club of Shanghai (_+ /= #

i 4+) on 26 February 1948, Loo held the classification of “Communication Service—Radio
Service”.

Early Life and Education

® Early Education: Born on 15 June 1906 in Hai Yan County, Chekiang Province, Ch’ing
Empire (= 7 B #x 4 /% B Fh), to a family running a lumber business. Entered Haiyan
Peifeng Primary School (;% # %32 b -] &) at age 6, where early patriotic ideas took root
during the 1911 Xinhai Revolution (% % & ).

® Higher Education: Admitted to the preparatory middle school of Shanghai Industrial Junior
College (+ /& 1 # & f* # %) (later Shanghai Chiao Tung University + /4 % i + §) in 1918.
He graduated from the Electrical Engineering Department of Shanghai Chiao Tung
University in 1927.

Professional Career

® Early Engineering Roles (1927-1932): Worked as an engineer at the Shanghai Radio
Manufacturing Plant ( /& & % 7 % % ), Shanghai Radio Station (} /# & 5t ¢ %), and
Shanghai Main Radio Station (_} /% & % 7 4, %).

® International Training (1933): Traveled to the United Kingdom to study advanced
technologies at the Marconi Wireless Telegraph Company.
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® Network Expansion: Instrumental in establishing China’s independent international radio
communication network, successfully setting up and managing circuits linking China to the
United States, United Kingdom, Japan, and Germany.

® Wartime Efforts: During the Second Sino-Japanese War (1937-1945), he spearheaded the
dangerous relocation of communication stations further inland to maintain critical
communications during wartime.

® Global Telecommunications Envoy (1947): Represented the Republic of China (¥ # % K])

at major worldwide conferences, serving as the chief delegate at the International Radio
Conference in Atlantic City, U.S.A. (1947).

® Post-1949 Roles: Transitioned into major leadership positions in the People’s Republic of
China (¥ #* & % {r[), including Deputy Director of the Design Bureau of the Ministry of

Posts and Telecommunications (£% 3 2R & R T 54 5 & A £ ).

Political Engagement

® Academic Leadership: Served as the Vice Chairman of the Chinese Institute of Electronics
and Standing Director of the China Institute of Communications (£8 % 828 T L 5 77 7 F2).

® Political Advisor: Appointed as a committee member for the 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th National
Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (¥ B 4 X 5tis ki €
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