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Shanghai Rotarian Robert T. C. Ting
pioneer of China’s modern electrical instrument and apparatus
By Herbert K. Lau (¥]#=c2) (Rotary China Historian)
10 November 2014

Robert T. C. Ting (7 i#= ), MEng (Chicago), BSc (Nanking) (1897—-1966) was a prominent
Chinese engineer, entrepreneur, and a pioneer of China’s modern electrical instrument and
apparatus manufacturing industry. He played a foundational role in ending China’s complete
reliance on imported scientific and physical equipment. Ting joined the Shanghai Rotary Club
(7% # #54+) on 26 March 1931 holding the classification of “Mechanical Equipment - Scientific
Instruments and Apparatus Manufacturing”. He was then the manager of China Scientific
Instrument Co., Ltd. (* & & & Ff % > F *T2 7)) (CSI). He maintained his membership
until the Shanghai Rotary Club was finally disbanded on 16 October 1951 due to unfavorable
political and social circumstances. The Rotary Club suspended its activities during the Imperial
Japan’s occupation of the Shanghai International Settlement (1} /4 = % 42 /) from 1941 to 1945.

Early Life and Education

® Birth and Heritage: Born in Chen Hai, Chekiang Province, Ch’ing Empire (+ # R #7/L 4 4
/4 2%),in 1897.

® Secondary Education: Attended the Ningpo Baptist Academy (% /& = f# ¢ &),

® Undergraduate Studies: Graduated with a Bachelor of Science (BSc) in Physics from The
University of Nanking ( £ 1 * %) in 1918.

® Overseas Education: Traveled to the United States and earned a Master of Engineering
(MEng) degree in Electrical Engineering from the University of Chicago in 1924.
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Early Career: Gained valuable industry experience working as an engineer for the
prestigious Westinghouse Electric Company in the United States.

Entrepreneurship and Industrial Contributions

Founding China Scientific Instrument House: Returned to China in 1925 and founded the
China Scientific Instrument House (¥ #4#'% & % 4) in Shanghai with an initial capital of
6,000 yuan and just five employees.

Scientific instrument manufacturing: In 1927, he partnered with Zhu Xuchang (4 @ &) to
establish the China Scientific Instrument Co., Ltd., which grew to become one of China’s
premier electrical engineering enterprises. Partnered alongside figures like Yan Renguang
(% iz &), this venture established domestic manufacturing of physics equipment, directly
benefiting Chinese academic and scientific research.

Historic Breakthrough: Developed China’s first domestic direct current (DC) meter (Model
R301) in 1929, effectively pioneering the historical self-production of electrical meters in
China.

Wartime Resistance and Later Years

Wartime Defiance: During the Second Sino-Japanese War (World War II), Ting refused to
cooperate with the occupying Imperial Japan’s military. He temporarily dissolved his
workforce and hid his manufacturing machinery to prevent it from being seized or utilized
by enemy forces.

Social and Professional Life: He was an active civic figure in pre-war Shanghai. He married
Li Jing (% #), the daughter of the prominent physician Li Fusheng (Z &%/ % 454 ).

Post-War and Political Life: Following the establishment of the People’s Republic of China
(¢ &4 A £ 4r/), he actively participated in economic restructuring and pushed for CSI to
become a joint state-private enterprise in 1954, resulting in massive production growth. He
served as a member of the 3rd and 4th National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference, and as a standing committee member of the Shanghai Federation
of Industry and Commerce.

Death and Legacy: Ting passed away in 1966. He was politically rehabilitated in 1979, and
his ashes were ceremonially moved to the prestigious Shanghai Longhua Revolutionary
Martyrs Cemetery (1} 7% 45 &7 2 1% ).
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He Who Serves Best
Profits Most:

Building People and
Leaving a Legacy
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