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Taipei East Rotary Club — Rlcardo Lin

From political prisoner to Rotary International District 345 Governor
By Herbert K. Lau (%¥]#x]=z) (Rotary China Historian)
31 July 2025

Ricardo Lin (#& ##7) (1921-2010) was a prominent Taiwanese entrepreneur, philanthropist,
calligrapher, and highly respected civic leader. He survived mid-century political persecution to
become a pioneer in Taiwan’s furniture export industry and one of the most influential figures
in the history of Rotary International across Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Macao.

Lin dedicated over 40 years of his life to civic service and became a legendary pillar of the
Rotary community. In 1964-1965, he served as the charter secretary of the Rotary Club of Taipei
East (~ # 4 % # #4+) and became its president in 1969-1970.

Lin was elected to serve Rotary International as District 345 Governor 1984—1985.
Geographical region of District 345 then was compiled with 3 territories of 3 different nations:
(1) North portion of Taiwan, Republic of China (¥ # % & s # #* $%) (2) British Crown Colony
Hong Kong (& K7 & + 4 i#); (3) Portuguese Territory Macao (# 5§ 7 &+ j2F).

Affectionately nicknamed the “Rotary Old Mischief #* #; % =7 & 7, Lin was celebrated for
utilizing sharp, self-deprecating humor to defuse tense admlmstratlve disputes and transform
the traditionally rigid, church-like atmosphere of early Rotary meetings into joyful spaces.
Speaking very fluent Cantonese and English in addition to Mandarin, Lin was also very popular
in Hong Kong and Macao. Lin was noted as the first Taiwanese Rotarian invited to chair a group
discussion panel at a Rotary International Convention.



The Lin Family is a true Rotary family. Ricardo Lin and wife Judy were both major donors
to the Rotary Foundation being Foundation Circle Members of Arch Klumph Society.

In memory of her father, elder daughter Nellie Lin (4k » :ﬁ ) led the formation of Taipei
Ricardo Rotary Club (&~ # # #3373 #4+) on 15 April 2011. The Club is an all-women club. Nellie

served as charter president with mother and sister-in-law were both charter members. Nellie
later served as R.I. District 3522 Governor 2018-2019.

Younger son Nicky Lin (&7 4 ), following father’s steps, joined Taipei East Rotary Club in
January 2011 and then served as president in 2015-2016. Nicky Lin is scheduled to serve as the
R.I. District 3522 Governor for the Rotary Year 2027-2028. He was officially selected as the
District Governor Nominee Designate in December 2024.

Early Life and Education

Ricardo Lin was born in Heung Shan County, Kwangtung Province, Republic of China (¥
=3 ®AE L4 4 L Ek). His father, Lin Yi-Chang (4% 2: %), moved early to the Philippines to work
for the (Chinese Commercial News # i% % 47 ) and the China Printing House. In 1928, at the
age of seven, Lin traveled alone from Kwangtung to Manila to reunite with his father.

Lin received his education in Manila. He graduated from Chiang Kai Shek High School (=
#E& ¢ & ¢ §)in 1940. Recommended by the China Embassy in the Philippines, he enrolled in

the University of the Philippines to study mechanical engineering. However, his studies were
abruptly cut short by the outbreak of World War II in 1941.

Post-War Journalist Career and Political Detention

Following the end of World War II, Lin worked as a foreign news editor and journalist for
the revived (Chinese Commercial News) in Cebu, Philippines. During the White Terror era,
the Kuomintang (KMT) (¥ B B % % ) government closely monitored overseas Chinese
communities. Due to his journalistic writings, which were deemed “left-leaning” by authorities,
the Philippine Military Intelligence Bureau arrested Lin in April 1951 under a bilateral
deportation agreement. On 23 May 1951, Lin was forcibly deported via a military aircraft to
Taipei ( ~ # ) and handed over to the Taiwan Security Command.

The KMT military court charged Lin with “left-leaning thoughts” based on a 1946 newspaper
article titled (My Left-Leaning Experience) and personal diary entries. President Chiang Kai-
Shek (3 ¢ i % %) personally intervened to increase his sentence to three years of political
reformation. Lin was sent to the infamous Green Island New Life Correction Center ( ~ % 4 i*
% 24 3iT4 % %) in 1952 and later transferred to the Tucheng Production and Education
Institute (% # 4 A& % 5 ¥ % #1), before being released on 15 September 1955. He was officially
exonerated posthumously by the Transitional Justice Commission (#:£# 4] &% § ¢ ) on 30

May 2019.



Business Success in Taipei

As a former political prisoner in an unfamiliar Taipei, Lin initially faced immense hardships
and survived by operating a street stall. He later worked as an assistant at the Taiwan
Theological College and Seminary ( - 44 #¥ ) and became the general affairs director at the
Taipei American School (£ # # K% ).

In 1956, Lin co-founded Chiao Ta Hang (% ~ {7) with fellow ex-detainee Bao Ju-Dong (#
£ 4 ). The shop strategically operated on the location which was less than one kilometer away

from the U.S. Military Club, positioning the shop ideally to capture the commercial market of
American military personnel stationed in Taiwan. It initially specialized in high-quality Chinese
souvenirs, handicrafts, and gifts tailored for American soldiers and their families.

The success of the storefront later allowed the founders to secure small military construction
subcontracts and pivot into trading home furnishings for American military quarters. This
venture laid the groundwork for the establishment of Chiao Ta Wood Industry (i = + #) in

1958, which eventually scaled into a major furniture exporter, expanding his wealth into Taipei
real estate.

Later Years and Legacy

Lin was highly cultured, maintaining a lifelong habit of practicing Chinese calligraphy
(specifically Cursive script {7 %) and writing literary prose under his English name, Ricardo. For
his 88th birthday in 2008, he published his autobiography (Drifting in the Rain and Hitting the
Duckweed ;5@ 4 %) , detailing his dramatic life journey.

Eminent Rotarian Ricardo Lin passed away peacefully due to illness in Taipei on 31 July
2010, at the age of 90.
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