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Chau Yue-Teng, JP — Charter Member & Director of Hong Kong Rotary Club 1930
By Herbert K. Lau (¥]#=c2) (Rotary China Historian)
10 October 2015

Chau Yue-Teng (% = % ~ = % 1) JP (1872 - 1933), also known by his birth name Chau Zuan-
Lin (% ﬁﬁﬁc ), was a prominent Hainan-born businessman, philanthropist, and community leader in
the British Crown Colony Hong Kong. He played a foundational role in organizing the local
Hainanese business community and was a key figure in high-profile civic organizations like the Po
Leung Kuk (% % % ) and the Rotary Club.
In the fall of 1930 upon the invitation by Hong Kong Governor Sir William Peel (4 & 375 P %
& 1), Chau participated in the organization of the Rotary Club of Hong Kong (% i& 4 #4+) and
served as a director. The Club was admitted to Rotary International on 20 February 1931.
Early Life and Education
® Birth: Born in 1872 into a low-income family in Chang Jin Village, Bao Luo Town, Hai Nan
Island of the Ch'ing Empire (+ # &% & § 4 R4 & 4 ).
® Migration: Relocated with his family during his youth to French Colonial Vietnam, before
permanently settling in the British Crown Colony Hong Kong during his teenage years.
® Education: Formally educated at the Diocesan Boys’ School (3% % ¢ 3 % ) in Hong Kong Island
starting around 1882, where he developed fluent English skills.
® Family Ties: He was the son of Chau Kwang-Cheong (% ¥ 3 ), a known business associate of
the established trading firm Jebsen & Co. , Ltd. (#_= *{7).
Business and Community Leadership
® Hainan Chamber of Commerce: Co-founded the Kiung Chow Commercial Chamber (% % 3 #
# ¢ ) in 1917 alongside Cheng Man-Po (3%~ ;&) to protect Hainanese commercial interests.
He served as its Chairman until his death in 1933. The organization was later renamed the
Hong Kong Hainan Chamber of Commerce (4 i /* % 7 ¢ ) in 1954.
® Public Service: Chau was appointed Unofficial Justice of the Peace for Hong Kong by Hong
Kong Governor Sir William Peel on 14 November 1930 in recognition of his public contributions.
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® Philanthropy: Chau also served as Member of the Po Leung Kuk Board of Directors in the year
1917-1918 (=2 K & ¥ ¢ 7 © # 4%.12), a leading charity dedicated to protecting women and
children.

® Death: Enjoyed very brief Rotary life, Chau Yue-Teng passed away in Hong Kong in 1933,
ending his 16-year tenure as the leader of the Hainanese business community.

® Legacy: In 1933, the Hong Kong St. John Ambulance Association received a generous donation
from businessman Chau Man-Chi (% < ;5 = = ¥ 2 ), JP, and was allocated land on a hillside in
Tai Hang, Causeway Bay by the Government. This enabled the construction of its first
headquarters building, a classical Art Deco style structure, which was one of the tallest buildings
in the area at the time. It was named [Chau Yue Teng Building % # % {#] in memory of the
father, Chau Yue-Teng. On 9 May 1935, Sir William Peel, Governor of Hong Kong, presided
over the opening ceremony of the Hong Kong St. John Ambulance Association headquarters
building. (see photos on Pages 4-5)
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1933 -- [Chau Yue Teng Building] Hong Kong St. John Ambulance Association Headquarters



