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Admiral Shen Hung-Lieh -- Mayor of Tsingtao
Charter Member of Tsingtao Rotary Club in 1932
By Herbert K. Lau (#%]#x]=2) (Rotary China Historian)

1 February 2015

Admiral Shen Hung-Lieh (7§ 7] /# & + #) was Commander-in-Chief of the Naval
Headquarters of the Republic of China ( ® # % K ) from 1927 to 1933. His career
encompassed key political roles, including serving as Mayor of Tsingtao (Qingdao) (7 %)
from 1931 to 1945, where he spearheaded modernization efforts and experimental
administrative zones, and as Governor of Shantung (Shandong) Province (' 4 % ) from 1938
to 1941, during which he navigated provincial governance under national pressures.

During his tenure of Tsingtao Mayor, Admiral Shen joined on 9 September 1932 the
organization of Tsingtao Rotary Club (# % #* #4+) which was sponsored by Shanghai Rotary
Club (} /& # #54+). The Club was admitted to Rotary International on 5 December 1932
with Charter #3565. Shen, holding the classification of “Government Administration”, was
one of the 19 multi-national charter members, and served as Club Director until 30 June 1936.

He later served as Minister of Agriculture from 1942 to 1944; Governor of Chekiang
(Zhejiang) Province (i+7x 8 ) from 1946 to 1948; Minister of Civil Service from 1948 to 1949,
etc. Shen also played a role in resisting Imperial Japan’s incursions, as evidenced by events
like the 1933 mutiny attempt against him on the Chu-class gunboats (#_F & 74), reflecting
factional tensions within naval commands.

After the Republic of China central government moved the seat in 1949 to Taipei of
Taiwan (4 4 % # ), Shen carried on contributing to Republic of China naval and political
affairs, cementing his legacy as an admiral amid rivalries such as those with the Fukien
(Fujian) (&%) faction.
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A sketch of Admiral Shen Hung-Lieh

Early Life and Naval Training
Imperial Japanese Naval Academy

Admiral Shen Hung-Lieh (7 December 1882 - 12 March 1969) was a prominent naval
officer and administrator in the Republic of China, renowned for commanding the Northeast
Sea Defense Squadron ( & #* ;% i# #5f5 ) during the 1920s and advancing maritime defenses in
the region amid the Warlord Era.

T’ienmen Hsien (% ™ %), Hupeh (Hubei) Province (i# #* 4 ), was the birthplace of Shen
Hung-Lieh. His father, Shen Chi-Ch’ang (i % & ), was a noted scholar, and the Shen junior
soon became a diligent and accomplished student of the Chinese classics. At the age of 18,
Shen passed the examinations for the sheng-yuan degree (# i /% - ) and became a salaried
licentiate. He was given a teaching post at the prefectural academy, where he encountered
modern publications from the Imperial Japan. Shen soon decided to pursue a military
career, and in 1904 he joined the Tzu-Ch’iang-Chun( p 53 &) (literally “self-strengthening
army”) of the Ch’ing Empire (= 7 ).

In 1905 Shen won a government scholarship for military study in Japan. He enrolled
in the Imperial Japanese Naval Academy (p ~ # &/ & & ¥ &) in 1906 after passing the
entrance examination with top scores, where the curriculum emphasized naval tactics,
engineering principles, and strategic operations essential for modern fleet command.

He underwent preparatory studies before transferring to core naval courses around 1909,
adapting to the Academy’s demanding regimen at Etajima (;/= = § # ), which included intense
physical training and cultural immersion in Japanese military discipline often described as
grueling.

While in Japan, he reportedly joined the T'ung-Meng-Hui (¥ g ¢ ) (literally “the China
Alliance Society”). He returned to homeland immediately after graduation in the summer
of 1911 coinciding with the outbreak of the Xinhai Revolution (# % & &). At the time of the



Wuchang Revolt (# & 4= %) of 10 October 1911, Li Yuan-Hung (% =~ ¥ ), who had been Shen’s
commanding officer in the Tzu-Ch’iang-Chun, offered him the post of naval commander.
Shen declined Li’s offer so that he could undertake a mission to incite naval units on the
middle and lower reaches of the Yangtze River (& /=) to defect to the revolutionary cause.
Shen also participated in the occupation of Nanking (Nanjing) (% x.).

Shen’s Japanese training furnished him with advanced technical expertise in naval
warfare and ship handling, enabling him to later contest the dominance of entrenched naval
factions in China through innovative force-building.

Initial Rise in Northeast China

After the Republic of China was established on 1 January 1912, Shen was appointed a
section chief in the staff headquarters in charge of naval operations. In 1914 he was
commissioned to carry out an investigation of naval ports and forts along the coasts of China,
and in March 1916 he was appointed naval attaché of the EuroWatch Regiment to Europe.
Shen was assigned to join the British fleet during the First World War. After returning to
China by way of the United States in the autumn of 1918, he resumed his duties at staff
headquarters and became naval instructor at the military academy.

Shen’s involvement in Manchurian affairs began in 1920, when he served on a delegation,
headed by Wang Hung-Nien (2 &), charged with investigating border incidents. Shen
took four gunboats up the Sungari River (# i~/1x), and these vessels enabled the Kirin-
Heilungkiang River Defense Bureau (;# & £ 2./xf# & 4 = %) established in 1920, to enforce
its policies with Shen as Chief of Staff. The new patrol put an end to illegal Russian
interference with merchant shipping in the area, and Shen’s performance attracted the
attention of Chang Tso-Lin (3 i¥ ﬁt), the self-proclaimed Commander-in-Chief for Peace
Preservation in the Northeastern Three Provinces (Manchuria).

In 1922 the Ministry of Navy at Peking (Beijing) (#* » ) transferred jurisdiction over the
river patrol to Chang Tso-Lin, thus placing Shen under Chang’s command. Chang then
began to build a naval force for Manchuria. In July 1923 he formally established the
Northeast Sea Defense Squadron and made Shen its commander, with the rank of Rear
Admiral.

Development of the Northeast Navy
Support from Warlords

Shen secured essential patronage from Mukden (Fengtian) (% = ) warlord Chang Tso-
Lin beginning around 1920, who appointed him as River Defense Commander and tasked
him with training naval forces to bolster regional defenses. This support included funding
for initial fleet assembly, enabling Shen to convert merchant ships into warships and
establish operational capabilities amid the Warlord Era’s fragmentation.

After being defeated in 5 May 1922 in his war with the Chihli clique (2 ,% & & ) headed
by Ts’ao K'un ({ 4%), Chang Tso-Lin transferred control of the Po-Hai Fleet (i /% 4§5) at
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Tsingtao, the strongest fleet in the Northeast Sea Defense Squadron, to his ally Chang Tsung-
Ch’ang (% % & ). This transfer led to considerable unrest within the Po-Hai Fleet.

Following victories in the Second Chihli-Mukden War of 1924 (% = =t & # % %) (15
September 1924 — 3 November 1924), where Shen’s vessels ensured coastal security, Chang
Tso-Lin amplified backing by allocating greater resources for expansion, including
absorption of rival fleets during their internal disputes. It was a massive conflict between
two powerful northern warlord factions fighting for control over the Beiyang Government in
Peking. It is widely considered the most significant and largest military conflict of China’s
Warlord Era.

In November 1926, leveraging Po-Hai Fleet infighting under North Ocean control, Shen
negotiated its dissolution and integration into the Northeast Navy, forming a unified fleet of
27 vessels under Chang’s strategic oversight to counter central government naval influence
and affirm Manchurian autonomy.

Chang Tso-Lin’s commitment extended to modernization drives, such as approving
acquisitions and conversions like the 1923 purchase of the merchant vessel Xiang Li ( " 4241 |
5t ) (later Zhenhai " 423 | %) for enhanced capabilities, despite high costs that strained
Fengtian finances but aligned with goals of independent regional power projection.

On 17 May 1927, Shen was promoted to Vice-Admiral. In the summer of 1927 Shen,
now Commander-in-Chief of the Vanguard Forces of the Northeast Sea Defense Squadron,
arrived in Tsingtao to learn of a plot being hatched within the fleet to bombard the city. To
forestall such action, he called upon Chang Tsung-Ch’ang and had the officers of the two
largest vessels in the Po-Hai Fleet replaced. The Fleet was restored to the Northeast Sea
Defense Squadron, and a joint command was established with Chang Tso-Lin as Commander
—in-Chief while Shen the Deputy and Field Commander.

When Chang Hsueh-Liang (3 § %) came to power in Manchuria after his father’s death
in 1928, Shen reportedly urged him to pledge Manchuria’s allegiance to the Nationalist
Government. Chang did so on 29 December 1928, whereupon Shen attacked and subdued
Chang Tsung-Ch’ang’s recalcitrant forces. Shen continued to command the Northeast Sea
Defense Squadron, and he helped repel Soviet attacks in 1929 after China and the Soviet
Union severed diplomatic relations over the Chinese Eastern Railway.

Establishment of Huludao Naval School

In January 1923, Shen founded the Huludao Navigation Police School (# jL § #¢& & &)
(also referred to as the Northeast Navigation Police School) in Huludao, Liaoning Province
(€ # % # L % ), as a foundational institution for developing an independent naval force in
the Northeast. The School was established in a Western-style building on the right side of
Pao Tai Mountain (¢ & .@1), initially utilizing modest facilities to accommodate early training
needs amid constraints from Japanese control over nearby ports like Dalian (+ i) and An
Tung (% 4). This initiative followed the creation of the East Three Provinces Navigation
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Police Office in August 1922, where Shen served as Director and advocated for a dedicated
naval training academy to impart specialized maritime skills.

The School’s primary purpose was to cultivate a cadre of loyal officers for the Northeast
Navy, countering the dominance of the Fukien faction in national naval affairs by prioritizing
regional recruitment and training independent of southern influences. Drawing on Shen’s
experience from the Imperial Japanese Naval Academy, the curriculum emphasized practical
naval disciplines such as seamanship, gunnery, and fleet operations to build expertise
tailored to coastal defense and regional power projection. Early cohorts, supervised by
figures like Chang Hsueh-Liang, rapidly contributed to fleet readiness by producing officers
who staffed emerging vessels and reduced reliance on external personnel.

This establishment marked a strategic effort to foster institutional loyalty and self-
sufficiency, enabling the Northeast Navy to expand from scratch into a cohesive force capable
of asserting autonomy in warlord-era maritime politics.

Governance in Tsingtao
Urban Modernization

During his tenure as mayor of Tsingtao from 1931 to 1937, Shen prioritized infrastructure
enhancements, notably expanding rural road mileage by a factor of ten to improve
connectivity and support regional development. His naval expertise facilitated
advancements in port facilities, leveraging Tsingtao’s coastal advantages for enhanced
maritime logistics. Between 1932 and 1935, he advanced education by constructing schools,
formulating planning strategies, and establishing institutions such as the Public Education
Hall, worker supplemental schools, and women’s supplemental schools, while annually
allocating increased funding to sustain these initiatives. These efforts positioned Tsingtao
as an exemplar of Republican-era urban governance, emphasizing practical education, labour
welfare, and district prosperity to drive economic vitality.

Sovereignty Defense

During his tenure as mayor of Tsingtao from 1930 to 1937, Shen engaged in diplomatic
negotiations to assert Chinese sovereignty over territories previously leased to foreign powers,
particularly countering Japanese attempts to expand influence in the city. He responded to
Japanese consular protests by emphasizing legal Chinese administrative control, rejecting
encroachments that undermined local governance, such as unauthorized naval entries into
Tsingtao’s harbours.

Shen bolstered military preparations by secretly mobilizing troops and fortifying key
positions to deter Japanese advances without provoking open conflict, including
deployments along potential landing sites to signal resolve. These measures preserved
Tsingtao’s autonomy amid rising tensions, as Japanese forces positioned warships and
marines nearby but refrained from immediate aggression.



Notable standoffs included the 1937 De County Road Incident (f&¢ st 8% /5 § ~ - 2
% ), where Japanese ronin were implicated in disturbances, prompting Shen to investigate
and expose foreign orchestration while maintaining administrative control. In another
episode, Japanese naval vessels entered Tsingtao’s inner harbours with landing parties,
leading to protests from Shen that highlighted violations of sovereignty. These tensions de-
escalated without territorial concessions, upholding local Chinese authority.

Wartime Leadership in Shantung

Governorship during Invasion

When the Imperial Japan attacked Mukden (% % /%) on 18 September 1931, Shen
realized that he could do nothing more in Manchuria. Accordingly, he returned to his naval
command at Tsingtao. On 21 January 1932, the Nationalist Government gave him the
concurrent appointment of Mayor of Tsingtao. He resigned from his naval command in
June 1933, after the (Tangku Truce 3%+ 1% %_) was signed, so that he could devote his full
attention to municipal development.

In July 1937, the Imperial Japan launched full scale aggression to China. Shen was
appointed to the joint command of the land and naval forces then concentrated in the
Tsingtao area. Shen secretly ordered the removal of guns from warships and had these
weapons placed on mountain tops and aimed at the nine Japanese cotton mills in Tsingtao.
When the Japanese learned of this threat to their property, they evacuated all civilian and
military personnel from Tsingtao on 1 September 1937. On orders from the Nationalist
Government, Shen destroyed all Japanese factories in the Tsingtao area on 18 December.

In 1938, Japanese forces occupied Tsingtao on January 10th after days of naval presence.
The city was taken without resistance, and Japanese naval landing forces and soldiers quickly
gained control. The occupation was part of a larger Japanese military effort in China during
the Second Sino-Japanese War (1937-1945), leading to an 11-day interregnum. The city
experienced a significant outflow of its population. Later in the year, Japan began to plan
the construction of the “Greater Tsingtao” urban area and the “Mother Town” during the
second Japanese occupation period.

In January 1938, following the execution of his predecessor Han Fu-Chii (4 #) for
surrendering to Japanese forces, Shen was appointed Governor of Shantung Province amid
the escalating Japanese invasion of the region. He established his headquarters in Ts’ao
Hsien (§ %%), for the greater part of the province had been occupied by the Japanese. Shen
slowly re-established Chinese authority in more than 40 hsiens and organized guerrilla
operations. As Japanese forces had occupied key coastal areas including Tsingtao earlier in
January 1938, Shen focused on organizing resistance and sustaining forces in remaining
provincial territories. Drawing on his prior experience managing Tsingtao’s harbour as
mayor, he directed the allocation of limited supplies to sustain retreating forces while denying
utilities and infrastructure to the enemy where possible.
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Prior to his formal appointment, defensive measures in Tsingtao included the scuttling
of naval vessels in the harbour, such as warships loaded with sand and slag along with smaller
tugboats, to block channels---executed in late December 1937 just before Japanese
occupation. This aligned with Nationalist “scorched earth” policies and crippled the port’s
immediate operational value to the enemy.

Guerrilla Operations

Following the fall of Tsingtao in 1938, Shen organized and led guerrilla units comprising
naval marines and local security teams to conduct resistance operations against Japanese
forces across the Shantung Peninsula, establishing mobile bases in rural and mountainous
areas to evade enemy sweeps. These efforts included hit-and-run attacks on Japanese
supply lines and outposts, while simultaneously implementing policies to limit communist
expansion in the region by coordinating with Nationalist-aligned forces and restricting rival
guerrilla activities.

Shen employed tactics such as dispersing units into small, agile groups for ambushes and
intelligence gathering, maintaining supply lines through coastal smuggling networks and
alliances with other anti-Japanese Nationalist factions, including remnants of provincial
security teams that avoided direct clashes with communist-led forces. His operations
fostered temporary cooperation with non-communist resistance groups to share resources
and disrupt Japanese control, though ideological frictions often limited deeper integration.

These guerrilla activities persisted from late 1938 through the early 1940s, sustaining
Nationalist presence in Shantung until Allied advances in 1945 facilitated the recovery of key
territories, with Shen’s forces contributing to the containment of both Japanese occupation
and communist growth in the province.

Naval Factions and Republic of China Navy Influence
Leadership of Tsingtao Faction

Shen emerged as a central figure in the Tsingtao-aligned naval group within the Republic
of China (ROC) Navy, leveraging his experience as a commander of the Northeast (Fengtian)
naval forces and his establishment of naval training in Tsingtao to foster a distinct faction.
This group, known as the Tsingtao Faction, drew primarily from officers and trainees
associated with Northeast origins and Tsingtao-based institutions, including alumni of the
Huludao Naval School who formed its core. Internal cohesion was cultivated around Shen’s
strategic vision for autonomous naval development and coastal defense, emphasizing self-
reliance in funding and operations distinct from southern influences.

Following the nominal unification of Chinese naval forces under the Nationalist
government in the late 1920s, the faction exerted influence on officer promotions and
doctrinal priorities, advocating for expanded northern maritime capabilities and
modernization efforts rooted in practical wartime experience.



Rivalry with Fukien Faction

The rivalry between Shen’s Tsingtao-based faction and the Fukien faction, led by Chen
Shao-Kuan (# % %), stemmed primarily from regional and loyalty differences within the
Republic of China Navy, with Shen, a northerner, resenting the southern Fukien group’s
dominance over naval affairs despite shared Nationalist allegiance. @To counter this
influence, Shen established the Tsingtao Naval School to cultivate officers independent of
Fukien control, fostering a distinct northern cadre loyal to regional interests rather than
centralized southern command.

Command disputes escalated in the early 1930s, exemplified by the 1933 incident
following unrest in the Northeast Navy, where Chen Shao-Kuan urged the Nationalist
government to dismiss Shen and dispatch fleets northward to suppress elements perceived
as disloyal to central authority. This reflected broader tensions over fleet obedience, as
Chen’s prior reports on navy unification highlighted resistance from non-Fukien groups like
Shen’s forces, leading to battles over resource allocation and deployment priorities that
fragmented operational cohesion.

These factional frictions hindered comprehensive naval modernization and integration
under Nanjing’s oversight, perpetuating divided loyalties that shaped the ROC Navy’s
evolution, including persistent regional influences in Taiwan after 1949 where Shen’s
advocates maintained roles amid ongoing power dynamics.

Life during World War II

Although the Second Sino-Japanese War broke out on 7 July 1937 following the Marco
Polo Bridge Incident (& 5&7]% % %), neither side immediately issued a formal declaration of
war. This allowed China to continue receiving foreign military aid and trade without
violating international neutrality laws. Following Japan’s surprise attack on the U.S. naval
base at Pearl Harbor on 7 December 1941, the global political landscape shifted. The United
States and Great Britain immediately declared war on Japan on December 8. Bolstered by
international alliance, the Chinese Nationalist Government, led by Chairman Lin Sen (5 =
FCRri A e 4) and Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek (3 ¢ & ), formally issued its text of
declaration on 9 December 1941. In the same sweeping announcement, China also officially
declared war on the other major Axis powers, Germany and Italy.

Toward the end of 1941, Shen was appointed Minister of Agriculture in the Nationalist
Government. He assumed office at Chungking (Chongqging) (£ & ) in January 1942 and
received the additional post of Secretary General of the National General Mobilization
Council in December of that year.

In August 1944 Shen left these posts to become Secretary General of the Committee for
the Examination of Work Records of Central Nationalist Party and Administrative Organs.
At the request of Hsiung Shih-Hui (j: ;% %&), Chairman of the Northeast Headquarters, he

also took charge of the Northeast Committee of the Central Planning Board. Because of his
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familiarity with conditions in Manchuria, he was called upon to accompany T. V. Soong (%
%+ <), Premier of the Republic of China, to the Soviet Union (Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics gkt ¢ 1 & £ o % g ) for the negotiations that resulted in the (Sino-Soviet
Treaty of Friendship and Alliance * # % 4% ! i£ %) in August 1945.

At the War Victory in 1945, Shen was appointed Governor of Chekiang Province, and he
assumed office at Hangchow (Hangzhou) (#2+) in April 1946. He held this post until July
1948, when he became Minister of Civil Service in the Examination Yuan (& ##[x).

Exile and Roles in Taiwan

In 1949 the Republic of China resettled its central government to Taipei, Taiwan.
Following the Government, Shen moved to Taiwan where he held a sinecure post as an
adviser to the President’s Office (45L& W AE ). Throughout his career, Shen took the
time to write about his experiences and about such subjects as municipal government in
Tsingtao, agricultural development under wartime conditions, and the provincial
administration of Chekiang. Although he wrote much, he published little. In 1953 his book

(LB 2 ixdE ) (Border Defense and Navigation Rights in Manchuria) was published in
Taipei.
Admiral Shen Hung-Lieh died on 12 March 1969 in Taichung (% *# ) at the age of 86.
Historical Assessment

Shen’s multifaceted career has earned him recognition as a key architect of Republic of
China naval capabilities, particularly through founding the Northeast Navy during the
Warlord Era, which laid groundwork for regional maritime defense. His administrative
roles, blending naval command with provincial governance, exemplified efforts to modernize
coastal infrastructure, as seen in Tsingtao’s urban advancements under his mayoralty from
1930 to 1937.

Historical narratives often highlight Shen’s resistance leadership in Shantung, where he
coordinated provincial forces against Japanese occupation, contributing to enduring stories
of localized defiance amid national turmoil. This dual focus on military innovation and civil
administration underscores his influence on ROC naval evolution, though factional contexts
and specific modernization initiatives like Tsingtao’s spatial transformations have received
comparatively less emphasis in broader accounts.

Shen’s legacy persists in shaping understandings of Warlord Era naval dynamics and
provincial resilience, positioning him as a resistor who navigated governance challenges to
sustain Nationalist presence in contested regions.
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17 July 1933

CHINA: Flag, Pearl & Peace

Nearly every little Chinese army is normally for sale. But a serviceable, three-ship navy
hawking itself up & down the China coast is something novel. Last week slant-eyed
millions chuckled as unexpected sales resistance was encountered by mutinous officers and
crews dauntlessly resolved to sell two of the best and most historic cruisers under the Chinese
flag and to throw in a training ship for good measure.

The cruiser Hai Chi (“Flag of the Sea”) earned in 1911 the distinction of being the first
Chinese war boat ever to visit the West when she steamed as near as possible to the
Coronation of King George V, discharged a cargo of Chinese emissaries in gorgeous silken
robes. Built in 1897 the Hai Chi and the equally venerable Hai Shen (“Pearl of the Sea”)
were still listed last week as the only cruisers in China’s Northeastern Squadron. When
some weeks ago their commanders, quarreled with sedentary Admiral Shen Hung-lieh,
Mayor of Tsingtao, he could do nothing to prevent their steaming out on the high seas of
barter with the training ship Chao Ho (“Foundation of Peace”), a splendid modern Chinese
craft of 1911.

At first the runaways steamed north, thinking to sell their ships to the Puppet State
Manchukuo. But Japan who tweaks the puppet’s strings has a real navy, refused to bid.
Disgruntled, the mutineers turned south. They remembered that in 1917 the same three
ships sold out to the Canton faction of the late, great Dr. Sun Yat-sen for $60,000. Perhaps
Canton might be in a buying mood again.

Canton is 1,500 miles south of Tsingtao but the creaking old war boats put on their best
speed. They had to pass Shanghai, where the Chinese Government of Generalissimo
Chiang Kai-shek keeps its apology for a navy, but that offered no fight, simply ignored the
mutineers. Wallowing on toward Canton they stopped at Amoy —in case the heroic 19th
Route Army now stationed there should want to buy a navy. It did not.

Just before the mutineers reached Canton, where General Chen Chi-tang heads a

Government loosely subservient to that of Chiang Kai-shek, the Generalissimo acted
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decisively to save his face, Chinese-fashion, and give an appearance of squelching the
mutineers. To General Chen, who was about to buy the three war boats anyway, Chiang
telegraphed “orders to incorporate them temporarily into the Southwest Navy” at Canton.
Next day news that the mutiny was apparently successful —i.e. that the mutineers would
receive suitable bribes from General Chen to turn over their ships— caused three more
Chinese war boats, all midgets, to break away from the Northeastern squadron and streak
for Canton. This was too much for Generalissimo Chiang. Since the newly mutinous ships
were so very small, he ordered the three-year-old cruiser Yat-sen (China’s newest) to leave
Shanghai on a “mystery cruise,” presumably to intercept the midgets.
To Chinese newshawks who swarmed aboard the prosperously mutinous Hai Chi, her
captain, still worried about just how big a bribe he would receive, confessed:
“We had a rough time, this trip. Off Formosa we struck heavy weather and the training
ship Foundation of Peace almost sank. We had to tow her with a steel cable from my ship,

the Flag of the Sea and on the way the Pearl of the Sea almost ran out of coal.”

K KeKKKk HKHXXX¥X KHKXKX¥ KKKKXX HKHKXKXX

10 January 1938

WAR IN CHINA: Chaos Into Ruins

Of China’s 4,480,992 square miles Japanese forces took: 9,215 in the last week; 15,730 in
the last month; 155,002 in the last year; 655,002 since 1931

Outstanding in the U. S. Midwest for the competence of its foreign news coverage and
the number of its special correspondents, Chicago’s Daily News printed last week much
matter which the Chinese Government’s censors had slashed out of its Shanghai
correspondents’ dispatches during the Japanese advance to capture Nanking, the former
Chinese capital (TIME, Nov. 29, et seq.). Examples of what was slashed:
(Nanking ... Tsingtao... Hangchow ... Hankow ... Shanghai... Canton...)
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During the World War no correspondent would have dreamed of handing to a French
or German censor a dispatch containing such obvious dynamite, however correct, and the
placid Chinese censor as a matter of fact indulged Chicago’s Daily News to the extent of
passing this: “Only one thing can save the Chinese Army now, this correspondent learns —
continued torrential rains for three days.” What made all this timely last week was that
Japanese forces were at the moment approaching the great Shantung city of Tsingtao and in
it Chinese looters, firebugs, panic-stricken soldiers and gangsters were creating fresh chaos
as they laid waste the $100,000,000 of Japanese property in the city.

The moon-faced mayor of Tsingtao, Admiral Shen Hung-lieh of the insignificant
Chinese Navy, at first did his best to have Chinese looters shot on sight, and numerous
corpses accumulated in front of Japanese shops. Later as the mayor’s authority crumbled,
and as maddened

Chinese started looting and burning indiscriminately, Admiral Shen adopted the
desperate expedient of having signs put up directing prospective looters to Japanese
premises, in the hope that they would spare others. Finally the Admiral fled pell-mell with
Tsingtao’s Chinese police.

U. S. residents of Tsingtao were sternly advised by U. S. Consul Samuel Sokobin that
they must not join German, British and Russian residents who were busy recruiting a group
of some 250 white vigilantes armed with clubs to protect each other’s lives and property as
best they could. While the Sokobin “good neighbor policy” was pursued by U. S. citizens,
the white club-wielders dashed about Tsingtao in groups of five, cracking the crown of every
yellow native they suspected of looting. Tsingtao by this time looked from a distance like
one great smoking pyre of chaos, but after some 36 hours of club work, and before the
Japanese conquerors arrived, cables reported the city “quiet.”

The mass flight of Chinese was estimated to have pulled the population of Tsingtao
down from 500,000 to 50,000.

KeKeKeKk*k KFxXXX KHKXKX¥ KKFHk*k KHKXXX
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May 1937 — Mayor Shen Hung-Lieh (front R-4) officiated at the

Inauguration of the Animal Protection Association of Tsingtao
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In memory of Admiral Shen Hung-Lieh, there is the Hung-Lieh Hall built inside the
Republic of China Naval Academy in Tsoying District, Kaohsiung City, Taiwan.
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A view of the Katoojima as seen from the Naval Pier, Tingtao.
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The Catolic Church, Tingtso,
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MITSUI BUSSAN KAISHA LTD.

ADMIRAL SHEN HUNG LIEH
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HONORARY SECRETARY Y. OGAWA
A. R. HOGG
ECKFORD MOTORS LTD. P, KUTT
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