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THE ROTARIAN-from the beginning

Quotations from the issues of yesteryear
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The National Rotarian
Volume I: January 1911
“Rotary is a huge powerful machine, Unguided, it
could thrash down the aisles of time a menace to all
mankind. Well directed, it will become a humanizing
instrumentality of which we need not be ashamed, With
the realization of power, come men’s greatest temptations
and in their subjugation, the greatest and most lasting
satisfaction.”
Rational Rotarianism—Paul P. Harris
“The true Rotary spirit is not the selfish one of trying to
see how much you can get out of your fellow members but
the more altruistic one of trying to see how much benefit
and good you can do for your fellow members.”
Editorial
“The spokes in the National Rotary wheel are contin-
ually increasing in number and as the wheel rotates with
greater and greater speed the various spokes blend into
one composite whole—National Rotary.”
Sparks from the Spokes

\

“No doctrine is immune from criticism. It is the part of
wisdom to profit from rational criticism, not as much
because of what other people think of us as because of
what they cause us to think of ourselves.

“Let us be in a position to defend ourselves in the event
that Rotary undergoes trial, not by stentorian shouting of

meaningless words but by logic that convinces. . . . If we
put Rotary on the highest plane and keep it there, we
shall experience no difficulty in obtaining witnesses the

day our case is set.”
Rational Rotarianism—Paul P. Harris

The National Rotarian
Volume II: July 1911
“The other day a friend who attended our charter
membership banquet, but who did not join our
ranks, asked me, ‘What has your Rotary club done
the past year that entitles it to a right of existence?’
| The question was so blunt that it took my breath for
| an instant; but I answered him, ‘It has brought 150
men, representing 135 different lines of business
and professions, into closer bonds of friendship
then would have been possible in any other
organization with which I am familiar.””
—Frank L. Thresher
Charter president
Rotary Club of Minneapolis, Minnesota

“During this first year each local member of a Rotary
Club contributed directly or indirectly $1.00 to the
support of the National Association . . . Notwithstanding
all that the dollar per capita has accomplished, there
seems to be a demand that The National Rotarian or some
similar publication be issued monthly . . . and that an
additional subscription price be provided for in the
constitution—say 25 cents or 50 cents annually.”

—Editorial

Advertisement in THE ROTARIAN, July 1914

The Sulphur Springs of the Beautiful Illinois

Valley are hecoming famous the nation over.
We love Rotarians. We are heartily sorry they
are ever afllicted with rhcumatism,  We would
prevent it if we' could.

—FAIR ENOUGI—




PLANET
ROTARY

It was in 1911 that Rotary decided it needed a magazine to inform club members. That
magazine was called The National Rotarian. It wasn't very long before the Rotarians who
were coming together around the world wanted a publication of their own as well. In
1915, the first regional magazine started up, serving club members in Great Britain and
Ireland. In 1928, the predecessor to Rotary Down Under was launched to support all
things Rotary in Australia.

Today, the Rotary World Magazine Press is the umbrella under which our 32
magazines flourish. Though The Rotarian is still the flagship publication, both in
terms of circulation and scope, our 31 regional magazines are distributed in more
than 130 countries and written in 25 languages. We work with our global editorial
colleagues to provide a direct link between Rotary International and all its clubs. We
share the information and stories every Rotarian needs to read. Here we take a mo-
ment to show how Rotary magazines are all over the map. - Compiled by Candy Isaac

The Rotarian | English

1911

Circulation: 488,000

Serving Canada, the United States,
and over 200 countries and areas

Brasil Rotario | Portuguese

1924

Circulation: 53,000

Serving Brazil

Roberto Petis Fernandes, former editor of

Brasil Rotario, was one of only two known living
Rotarians who met Paul Harris. He was 16 years
old when his father, José Manuel Fernandes,
hosted Harris during his 1936 visit to Brazil. The
magazine's current editor, Past District Governor
Carlos Froes, reports that his late father also
hosted Paul and Jean Harris during the same visit.

Colombia Rotaria | Spanish
1870

Circulation: 3,500

Serving Colombia

Vida Rotaria | Spanish
1955
Circulation: 12,000

Serving Argentina

Rotarismo en México | Spanish
1974

Circulation: 13,500

Serving Mexico

Past RI President Frank Devlyn is
the founding editor of Rotarismo

en México and serves as a member
of the magazine’s editorial board.

Revista Rotaria | Spanish

1992

Circulation: 9,300

Serving Bolivia, Costa Rica,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador,

El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras,
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay,
Uruguay, and Venezuela

El Rotario Péruano | Spanish
1933
Circulation: 3,000

Serving Peru

El Rotario de Chile | Spanish
1927

Circulation: 4,500

Serving Chile

Go To_ www.rotary.org/regionals to learn more about the
« Rotary World Magazine Press and its publications.
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: Rotary Africa | English-

- 1927

. Circulation: 7,500

: Serving Angola, Botswana,

: Comoro Islands, Djibouti, Ethio-

: pia, Kenya, Lesotho, Madagascar,
. Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique,
: Namibia, Reunion, Seychelles,

. South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania,
. Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe
* The Rotary World Magazine Press

- lost a beloved editor in May: Derrick

* Couper, who for 13 years was editor

- of Rotary Africa, serving Southern and

* Eastern Africa. The afternoon before he
- passed away unexpectedly, he received :

* two trophies for his superb editorial

- work. And that evening, 2007-08 RI

* President Wilfrid J. Wilkinson pre-

. sented him with Multiple Paul Harris
* Fellow Recognition.

--Espaiia Rotaria | Spanish
2001

Circulation: 6,000
Serving Spain

Le Rotarien | French

1952

Circulation: 38,200

Serving Algeria, Andorra,
Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi,
Cameroun, Central African
Republic, Chad, Comoro Islands,
Congo, Congo Republic, Cote
d'Ivoire, Djibouti, Equatorial
Guinea, France, French Guiana,
Gabon, Guadeloupe, Guinea,
Lebanon, Madagascar, Mali,
Martinique, Mauritania,

* Mauritius, Mayotte, Monaco,

Morocco, New Caledonia, Niger,
Reunion, Rwanda, Senegal,

St. Pierre et Miquelon, Tabiti,
Togo, Tunisia, and Vanuatu

---Portugal Rotario | Portuguese

1984

Circulation: 7,000

Serving Angola, Cape Verde,
Guinea-Bissau, Macau,
Mozambique, Portugal, Sao

Tomé e Principe, and Timor-Leste
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: © : Rotary Good News
- © . Czech, Slovak
;- 21990
: ¢ Circulation: 2,500
:  © Serving the Czech Republic
- © : and Slovakia

© * - Rotary | Italian

1924

Circulation: 45,000 .
Serving Albania, Italy, Malta, :
and San Marino :

P Rotary Suisse Liechtenstein -

German, French, Italian
1926

Circulation: 12,000

Serving Liechtenstein and
Switzerland

- Rotary Contact

Dutch, French, German
1984

Circulation: 10,600
Serving Belgium

and Luxembourg

Rotary Magazine | Arabic, English
1929

Circulation: 4,000

Serving Armenia, Babrain, Cyprus,
Egypt, Georgia, Jordan, Lebanon,
Sudan, and United Arab Emirates

When the first issue was published,

it was distributed to the area knownas -
“the East of the Mediterranean District.” :
Today, it's simply District 2450. :

Rotary Israel -
Hebrew, English, Arabice««=xceeet
1995

Circulation: 1,000

Serving Israel

Rotary Dergisi | Turkish««««ceeeeee- :
1983

Circulation: 8,100

Serving Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Turkey, and Turkmenistan

bs -Rotary in Bulgaria | Bulgarian

1995
Circulation: 2,500
Serving Bulgaria and Serbia




Rotary Today | English
1915
Circulation: 58,000

""" Serving Great Britain and Ireland

----- De Rotarian | Dutch
1927
Circulation: 20,000
Serving the Netherlands

""" Rotary Magazin | German
1929
Circulation: 54,500
Serving Austria and Germany
Rotary Magazin includes a column
on the last page of each issue that
reports amusing stories and news
about a fake German Rotary club.
“Neues vom R.C. Brockedde” is so
popular, a selection of the best articles
was recently published as a book.

------ Rotarianin/Glos Rotary

Polish, Ukrainian

2004

Circulation: 2,300

Serving Belarus, Poland, and Ukraine

Rotary Thailand | Thai=e=seevee- .
1983 :

Circulation: 8,000
Serving Thailand

Rotary News | English

1952 :
Circulation: 66,700 o
Rotary Samachar | Hindi

1983

Circulation: 13,000

Serving Bangladesh, India,* <= ******"
Nepal, and Sri Lanka

Philippine Rotary | English++«es22s
1978

Circulation: 15,000
Serving the Philippines

Rotary Down Under | English««««+--
1965

Circulation: 46,000

Serving American Samoa, Australia,
Cook Islands, Fiji, French Polynesia,
Kiribati, New Caledonia, New
Zealand, Norfolk Island, Papua

New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon
Islands, Timor-Leste, Tonga,

and Vanuatu

Rotary Down Under celebrated 43 years
of service when it published its 500th
issue in October. Founding editor Paul
Henningham helped advance the idea
of having official regional magazines
as approved alternatives to subscrip-
tions to The Rotarian, which received
RI Board approval in 1978.

*Rotary Norden

Norwegian, Swedish,
Finnish, Danish, Icelandic
1936

Circulation: 69,000

Serving Denmark, Finland,
Iceland, Norway, and Sweden
During World War I, Denmark and
Norway were occupied by the Nazis,
Finland was an uneasy ally of
Germany in the fight against the
Soviet Union, and Sweden remained
neutral but had to allow German
troops transit. Rotary Norden went
against the tide. It had to be
published and paid for in Sweden
and then smuggled to Rotarians

in Nazi-occupied areas.

The Rotarian Monthly | Chinese <+
1960

Circulation: 11,800

Serving Hong Kong, Macau,
Mongolia, and Taiwan

RI Director Jackson San-Lien Hsieh

is chair of the publications committee
serving the seven districts in Taiwan
and District 3450 (Hong Kong;

Macau; Mongolia). The committee

is responsible for publishing The
Rotarian Monthly, providing editions

of all essential Rotary publications

to the region, and producing the
Chinese edition of annual reports.

-------- i

........................................................

The RotaryKorea....‘.......:
1963 :
Korean

Circulation: 50,000

English

Circulation: 5,000

Serving Korea

The Rotary Korea established

the Cultural Awards in 2007,
including a public relations

award and photo contest.

The total prize money, about :
US$7,000, is meant to encourage *
club and district activities. =
The magazine also sponsors a
newsletter workshop.

...................
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The Rotary-No-Tomo: s« «sveveese.
1953 :
Japanese

Circulation: 108,000

English

Circulation: 3,500

Serving Japan

The regional magazine with the

largest circulation, The Rotary-
No-Tomo is also the first Rotary
magazine to name a woman

as editor in chief. Noriko Futagami

has been editor of the Japanese

and English editions since

July 2002 and joined The
Rotary-No-Tomo staff in 1984.
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