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Southorn Playground and
Honourary Rotarian--Sir Wilfrid Thomas Southorn
By Herbert K. Lau (%¥]#xl=2) (Rotary China Historian)
15 December 2015

Southorn Playground (i #g ¥% % 3-), initially a Hong Kong Rotary Club’s (3 & #* #4t)
service project during the Club’s first year in 1931, is now a sports and recreational ground in
Wan Chai District, Hong Kong (% /# % ## %). Spanning approximately 96,000 square feet
(8,900 square metres) and serving as a vital open space amid the city’s dense urban landscape,
opened on 11 July 1934 as Wan Chai Children’s Playground, it was renamed in honour of Sir
Wilfrid Thomas Southorn (i # & 2.), Hong Kong’s Colonial Secretary (# 5z # ) from 1925 to
1936. His vision---inspired by rural landscapes in Ceylon (now Sri Lanka)---emphasized
children welfare and community recreation in response to growing urban needs following
child labour restrictions.

Dr. the Honourable Sir Wilfrid Thomas Southorn, KCMG, KBE, CMG, HonLLD (HKU),
MA (Oxon), BA (Oxon) (4 August 1879 — 15 March 1957) (Chinese name given as: % #f,
formerly given as: # 37), affectionately known as “Tom”, was a British colonial administrator
whose career spanned Ceylon and Hong Kong, where he served as Colonial Secretary from
1925t01936. Born in England and educated at Warwick School and Corpus Christi College,
Oxford, Southorn entered the Ceylon Civil Service in 1903, rising through roles such as
Additional Assistant Colonial Secretary (1909), Principal Assistant Colonial Secretary (1920),
and Principal Collector of Customs (1923). In Hong Kong, he acted as Administrator of the
Colony (G£32 % % 3,7) multiple times, including from February to March 1930 and from May
to September 1931, administering the Government effectively amid interwar challenges.
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Southorn’s tenure emphasized public welfare, including initiatives to enhance health
conditions, establish playgrounds for underprivileged children---such as the eponymous
Southorn Playground---and foster cultural ties through branches of organizations like the
English Association. Appointed Knight Commander of the Most Distinguished Order of
Saint Michael and Saint George (KCMG) and Knight Commander of the Most Excellent Order
of the British Empire (KBE), he transitioned to Governor of the Gambia in 1936, serving until
1942 and overseeing colonial administration during the early World War II period. Retiring
in 1946 after liaison duties, Southorn’s legacy reflects pragmatic governance in British
overseas territories, prioritizing administrative stability and social improvements without
notable controversies.

Sir Wilfrid Thomas Southorn was Honourary Member of the Rotary Club of Hong Kong
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Hong Kong Rotary Club and Southorn Playground

during his service in the Colony.

Southorn Playground is a historic public recreational facility in the Wan Chai District of
Hong Kong. The playground features key sports amenities managed today by the Leisure
and Cultural Services Department, Hong Kong SAR Government (% i& 4 %| {7 5 % s/ & 2
% % i{* & #+%), including children’s playground, four outdoor basketball courts and one 7-a-
side soccer pitch, open daily from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m., which support a range of activities from
amateur athletics to casual play. Originally designed with children’s equipment like swings
and see-saws alongside a large paved open area, it quickly became a multifunctional venue
for sports, relaxation, and social gatherings, reflecting its role as a microcosm of Hong Kong
society. Over time, it evolved into a broader community hub where seniors practice chess
and tai chi (* #& %), students engage in basketball and football, domestic workers share
meals on weekends, and diverse groups---from office workers to outreach social services---
converge for leisure and interaction throughout the day.

Historically, the site holds significance beyond recreation: in 1940, the British colonial
government constructed air raid shelters there for protection during World War II, though it
suffered damage from Japanese air strikes and was later rebuilt. It also hosted a 1953
celebration for Queen Elizabeth II's coronation, offering free festivities for children. In
more recent decades, it has functioned as a site for public assembly, including protests against
government policies. The playground remains an enduring symbol of colonial-era urban
planning while adapting to contemporary social needs in one of Hong Kong’s most vibrant
neighborhoods.



Southorn Playground is bounded by Hennessy Road (#* £ :#if ) to the north, Luard Road
(g * ¥ ) to the west, Johnston Road (# < 3%:if ) to the south, and buildings to the east. The
land on which the Southorn Playground sits was reclaimed from Victoria Harbour as part of
the Praya East Reclamation Scheme during the 1920s. In 1929, the Government set up the
Playing Fields Committee to study the provision of children’s playgrounds. The Committee
recommended setting aside areas for children, and Southorn suggested preserving the land
between Johnston Road and Hennessy Road as a playground.

The designated playground, the Wanchai Grounds (today’s Southorn Playground), was
allotted by the Government to the Rotary Club of Hong Kong which financed the construction.
On 1July 1933, the new Children’s Playground Association (¥2 & ¥ % 34 ¢ ) (today the Hong
Kong Playground Association % i& %% 312 ¢ ) took over responsibility of the playground.
A public toilet and bathhouse opened on 12 February 1934 at the junction of Hennessy Road
and O’Brien Road (4 # i if ).

A formal opening ceremony was held for the then-Wanchai Children’s Playground,
officiated by both Sir Wilfrid Thomas Southorn and Hong Kong Rotary Club Past President
Dr. The Honourable Ts’o Seen Wan (3% & & {2 1 ),on11July1934. The playground was
actually open in some capacity prior to the commemorative opening ceremony---an April
1934 news article stated that the facility already had an average daily attendance of some 275
children. It was the community service project of the Rotary Club’s first year.

Following the Japanese Occupation of Hong Kong (1941-1945), the Government
endeavoured to rehabilitate the derelict playgrounds of the territory. The ( Government
Gazette) announced on 11 October 1947 that the Southorn Playground would be re-allocated
to the Children’s Playground Association---unlike other playgrounds, which remained in
Government hands in anticipation that the Urban Council would ultimately take over their
management.

The Children’s Playground Association constructed the War Memorial Centre (& £ 7%
71 L4571 ¢ ~ J& ), a welfare and sports centre, in the eastern portion of Southorn Playground.
It was completed in 1950 and offered children recreational opportunities as well as a library.
A new covered basketball court opened at the centre on 5 June 1951. This eastern portion
of the playground also housed the Family Planning Association (% & 743" 3145 % ¢ ) and
the Violet Peel Clinic (£ % % & & F). (see photo on Page 16)




The story of Sir Wilfrid Thomas Southorn

Early Life and Education

Wilfrid Thomas Southorn was born on 4 August 1879 in Warwick, Warwickshire,
England. He was the son of Josiah Southorn and Elizabeth Lucy Bissell, reflecting a family
structure common in provincial England during the late Victorian era.

Southorn’s early years were spent in Warwick, where familial stability and the prevailing
British societal emphasis on duty and empire provided a foundational environment
conducive to public service careers, as evidenced by the era’s expansion of colonial
opportunities accessible via competitive examinations to those from modest yet aspiring
backgrounds. Specific details on parental occupations or direct family ties to administration
remain sparse in records, but the regional context of Warwickshire---home to administrative
and mercantile influences---likely reinforced an imperial worldview through local norms and
institutions.

Southorn attended Warwick School, an English public school founded in 914 AD and
renowned for its classical curriculum, which instilled foundational knowledge in Latin, Greek,
history, and mathematics essential for aspiring administrators. He proceeded to Corpus
Christi College, Oxford, matriculating around 1898 and completing his studies by the early
1900s.

At Oxford, Southorn earned a Master of Arts degree, benefiting from the College’s
rigorous emphasis on humanities and jurisprudence, disciplines that honed the intellectual
discipline and historical acumen demanded by competitive imperial examinations.

Colonial Administrative Career
Service in Ceylon in South Asia

Southorn joined the Ceylon Civil Service in 1903, beginning a two-decade tenure that
established his expertise in colonial administration. In this capacity, he handled routine
governance tasks amid the broader framework of British rule, which centralized authority
following the 1815 annexation of the Kandyan Kingdom and prioritized revenue collection
and public order over the decentralized feudal structures of prior Sinhalese and Tamil polities.

By 1909, he advanced to Additional Assistant Colonial Secretary, assisting in drafting
policies and coordinating executive functions under the Governor. This role positioned him
within the Colonial Secretary’s office, the nerve center for implementing reforms that
streamlined trade, fostering an environment where plantation exports---particularly tea and
rubber---expanded rapidly due to enforced property rights and legal predictability.

Promoted to Principal Assistant Colonial Secretary in 1920, Southorn contributed to
administrative oversight during a period of infrastructural consolidation, including road
networks that integrated rural plantations with ports, directly supporting export volumes that
grew through consistent customs enforcement. In 1923, he assumed duties as Principal
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Collector of Customs and Chairman of the Post Commission, managing tariff collections that
formed a core revenue stream---accounting for over half of colonial budgets---and enhancing
postal efficiency to bolster commercial correspondence and internal connectivity. These
efforts supported economic facilitation through bureaucratic mechanisms.

Tenure in Hong Kong

Southorn assumed the position of Colonial Secretary of Hong Kong on 1 May 1925,
succeeding Claud Severn (*s #+), and held the role until his departure on 23 March 1936. In
this capacity, he managed key administrative functions, including policy implementation,
legislative coordination, and fiscal oversight, during a phase of infrastructural and economic
maturation for the British colony.

He temporarily acted as Officer Administering the Government on multiple occasions
amid gubernatorial absences or transitions, specifically from February to March 1930 under
Governor Sir William Peel (3 & &4 b % § 21 ), from May to September 1935, and in
November 1935. These interim roles underscored his seniority in the colonial hierarchy,
where he ensured continuity in governance amid growing regional pressures from instability
in the Chinese mainland.

Under Southorn’s tenure, Hong Kong advanced several modernization projects,
including the deepening of Victoria Harbour to accommodate larger vessels, which enhanced
the Colony’s entrepot capabilities, and electric supply extensions across both sides of the
harbour to support industrial and residential expansion. Urban developments progressed
with initiatives such as the construction of Queen Mary Hospital (35 %5 fx), the extension of
a 75-foot road from Causeway Bay (4F 48:%) to Ming Yuen (# []) (later King’s Road # 2 if ),
and planning for sewerage in Yaumati (& fﬁ # ), reflecting deliberate efforts to address
overcrowding and sanitation in densely populated areas.

The Colony maintained legal stability and public order despite external threats, including
Japanese encroachments in Manchuria after 1931, with Southorn’s administration
prioritizing efficient resource allocation over expansive welfare schemes. Trade volumes
expanded significantly, with total external trade rising from approximately HK$1,219 million
in imports and related values in the mid-1920s to sustained growth through the early 1930s,
bolstering Hong Kong’s position as a regional hub amid global economic fluctuations. These
outcomes were evidenced in legislative records emphasizing private enterprise contributions
alongside government facilitation, rather than coercive measures.

The Southorn couple in Hong Kong often devoted themselves with community services.
Lady Bella Sidney Woolf Southorn had served The Girl Guides Association (Hong Kong
Branch) as the Colonial Commissioner (4 & * & & 3 ¢ % %) from 1926 to 1936. In
recognition to her remarkable service to the community, Lady Southorn was appointed
Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (OBE) in 1935 by George V, King of
the United Kingdom and the British Dominions, and Emperor of India.
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Governorship of The Gambia

Sir Wilfrid Thomas Southorn assumed the governorship of the Gambia, West Africa, on
22 October 1936, following his role as Colonial Secretary of Hong Kong, and held the position
until his departure on 23 March 1942. His tenure occurred under the brief reign of Edward
VIII and then George VI, amid lingering effects of the global economic depression and
escalating tensions leading to World War II in 1939. The Gambia, comprising a narrow 10-
to-30-mile-wide strip along the Gambia River extending 300 miles inland and surrounded
by French Senegal, generated revenue primarily from groundnut exports (averaging 40,000-
50,000 tons annually in the late 1930s) and customs duties on imports, with budgets
balanced at around £200,000-£250,000 yearly but offering scant surplus for expansion.

Southorn candidly evaluated the Colony’s viability in official assessments, terming it a
“geographical and economic absurdity” due to its fragmented territory, isolation from other
British holdings, and reliance on a single cash crop vulnerable to price fluctuations---
groundnuts fetched as low as £10 per ton in 1930s slumps---coupled with a population of
approximately 200,000 subsisting on subsistence agriculture and fishing. This realism
underscored causal limitations: the enclave’s design, a legacy of 1g9th-century treaties,
precluded economies of scale in infrastructure or defense, with transport confined to
riverboats and minimal roads totaling under 100 miles of motorable tracks. Administrative
realism dictated prioritizing essentials like quarantine enforcement and basic sanitation over
ambitious projects, as fiscal data showed recurrent deficits averted only by imperial grants-
in-aid averaging £20,000 annually.

As war demands intensified from 1939, Southorn adapted policies to sustain minimal
governance, including rationing imports (e.g., rice supplies cut by 20-30% via convoy risks)
and mobilizing limited local resources for Allied needs, such as minor contributions of
groundnuts and labourers without forming combat units. He pursued incremental reforms,
favouring limited franchise extension to Bathurst residents to foster responsibility amid
Protectorate chiefs’ influence, but wartime administrative burdens---exacerbated by staff
shortages and communication disruptions---prevented implementation. Outcomes
reflected constrained efficacy: health metrics improved marginally with anti-malarial efforts
reducing reported cases by 10-15% in urban areas, yet overall development stalled, affirming
the Colony’s structural improbability for self-sustained progress under prevailing conditions.

Personal Life and Family

Wilfrid Thomas Southorn met Bella Sidney Woolf during her visits to Ceylon, where he
served alongside her brother Leonard Woolf in the civil service. Leonard, later a prominent
member of the Bloomsbury Group through his marriage to Virginia Woolf, arrived in Ceylon
in 1905. Bella, an author who drew on her time in Ceylon for her 1914 guidebook {How to
See Ceylon ) , had been widowed from her first husband, Robert Heath Lock, since 1915. The

couple married in Ceylon in 1921, when Southorn was 42 and Bella 45.
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Their marriage produced no children, a circumstance consistent with their late union
and peripatetic colonial lifestyle. Bella supported Southorn’s career by accompanying him
to key postings, including Hong Kong---where he served as Colonial Secretary from 1925 to
1936 and acting Governor on multiple occasions---and the Gambia, where he was Governor
from 1936 to 1942. This partnership exemplified how traditional spousal companionship
facilitated sustained administrative service in demanding overseas roles, enabling Southorn’s
focus on governance amid frequent relocations and professional pressures without the added
complexities of raising a family.

During his early service in Ceylon, Southorn was posted to Jaffna, overlapping briefly
with Leonard Woolf in 1905.

In Hong Kong, as Colonial Secretary from 1925 to 1936 and occasional acting governor,
Southorn utilized Mountain Lodge on Victoria Peak as the official summer residence, an
elevated retreat designed to mitigate the lowland heat and humidity that exacerbated
illnesses like malaria among expatriate officials. This adaptation facilitated focused
governance by providing cooler air and scenic vantage points---such as views of the moon
over High West, starlit skies, and distant fishing fleets---which his wife Bella described in her
writings as conducive to reflective evenings, occasionally interrupted by local wildlife like
barking deer venturing into the garden. The residence’s role extended to administrative
oversight, with servants like Ah Choy managing household affairs, enabling Southorn to
maintain productivity in a climate notorious for impairing European vitality.

As Governor of the Gambia from 1936 to 1942, Southorn occupied Government House
in Bathurst (now Banjul), the standard colonial vice-regal seat on the foreshore, adapted for
oversight of the riverine territory's sparse infrastructure. The posting demanded resilience
against the West African tropics’ intense heat and disease prevalence, with routines likely
emphasizing early-morning administrative work to evade peak temperatures, aligning with
imperial service norms that prioritized endurance for effective rule in marginal colonies.
Such environmental pressures, compounded by the Gambia’s limited resources, tested
officials’ capacity for sustained output, as Southorn navigated wartime disruptions
culminating in his 1942 departure.

Retirement Years in England

Following the conclusion of his governorship in the Gambia on 23 March 1942, Southorn
returned to England during the height of the Second World War. He took on the role of
liaison officer for the Colonial Civil Service, facilitating coordination between colonial
administrators and wartime imperatives in London until 1946. This position extended his
administrative expertise into the metropolitan context, aiding the management of imperial
personnel amid global conflict without assuming frontline duties.

In 1946, Southorn fully retired from public service, marking the end of over four decades
in colonial administration spanning Ceylon, Hong Kong, and the Gambia. His post-

7



retirement years involved limited but supportive engagements, such as serving as a guide and
liaison for colonial officers’ networks in London, including advisory roles tied to club facilities
for returned administrators. These activities underscored a quiet commitment to the
Empire’s human infrastructure, eschewing high-profile pursuits in favour of mentorship
drawn from his career's pragmatic lessons in governance and resource constraints.

Sir Wilfrid Thomas Southorn died on 15 March 1957 in London, England, at the age of
77. The cause of death is not publicly documented in available records, consistent with
natural causes for an individual of advanced age following retirement from colonial service.

He was cremated at Woking Crematorium, Woking, Surrey, England. His passing
occurred as former territories like The Gambia, which he governed from 1936 to 1942,
approached independence in the ensuing decade, though Southorn himself had retired in
1946.

Legacy
Administrative Achievements

Southorn’s tenure as Colonial Secretary of Hong Kong from 1925 to 1936 involved
overseeing key administrative functions during periods of economic volatility, including the
Canton-Hong Kong General Strike (%4 i# ~ % 1) of 1925—1926 and the onset of the global
depression.  Entrepot trade volumes fluctuated but demonstrated resilience under
continued British administrative frameworks, with total trade reaching approximately
HK$1,219 million by 1924 and recovering amid policy continuity he helped maintain. He
served as Officer Administering the Government from February to March 1930 and May to
September 1931, managing governance transitions and ensuring operational stability without
major disruptions during Governor William Peel’s absences. His direct role in annual
estimates preparation for over a decade supported fiscal oversight amid these challenges.

In The Gambia, as Governor from October 1936 to 1942, Southorn intervened to enable
the appointment of Edward Francis Small to the Legislative Council in 1941---the first African
member---overriding prior colonial hesitations and advancing limited representative
governance despite wartime constraints that blocked his preferred franchise extension.
Amid World War II, he coordinated relief distributions during acute food shortages of 1940—
1941, while the Colony’s economy strengthened post-1939 as a military staging post,
underscoring effective crisis response under British colonial structures.

Across postings, Southorn’s career progression---from entry into the Ceylon Civil Service
in 1903 to Principal Assistant Colonial Secretary by 1920---exemplified sustained
implementation of rule-of-law mechanisms and bureaucratic efficiency, contributing to
developmental stability in export-oriented economies without ideological overhauls.

Honors and Titles

Southorn received the Companion of the Most Distinguished Order of St. Michael and

St. George (CMG) in the 1927 King George V’s Birthday Honours, recognizing his
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administrative contributions in the Ceylon Civil Service. He was promoted to Knight
Commander of the Most Distinguished Order of St. Michael and St. George (KCMG) by 1936,
coinciding with his governorship of The Gambia, in acknowledgment of sustained excellence
in colonial oversight across Ceylon, Hong Kong, and West Africa.

Southorn was also appointed Knight Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the
British Empire (KBE) in 1933, reflecting imperial recognition of his effective civil service
tenure in multiple territories. These honors, awarded through royal nomination and peer
review within the British honors system, provided formal validation of his governance
outcomes, including fiscal stability and infrastructural progress, as empirically demonstrated
in colonial records---affirmations that persist despite subsequent historiographical
tendencies to de-emphasize such metrics in favor of ideological critiques. No additional
major imperial distinctions are recorded, underscoring the focused merit-based elevation
typical of pre-World War II colonial administrators.

In 1936, Southorn was conferred the degree of Doctor of Laws, honoris causa, by The
University of Hong Kong (4 & ~ %). The ceremony was officiated by University Chancellor,
Hong Kong Governor Sir Andrew Caldecott (% i& 54/ A% 4¢ # & 2 ), and the citation was
written and delivered by Vice-Chancellor Sir William Woodward Hornell (& % & 2 ), the
Public Orator of the University. Full text of the citation is reprinted on Page 13.

[Note] These two gentlemen were eminent Rotarians: (1) Sir Andrew Caldecott was Charter
President 1929-1930 of the Rotary Club of Kuala Lumpur, Federated Malay States; (2) Sir
William Woodward Hornell was Charter President 1930-1932 of the Rotary Club of Hong
Kong.

Criticisms and Historical Assessments

Southorn’s tenure as a colonial administrator attracted few documented personal
criticisms, with historical records indicating no major scandals or ethical lapses attributed
directly to him. Instead, any scrutiny largely stems from broader anti-colonial sentiments
prevalent during his service in Ceylon (1903—-1926), Hong Kong (1925-1936), and the
Gambia (1936—1942), where local resistances occasionally challenged British authority,
including policies overseen or influenced by Southorn. For instance, in Hong Kong, his role
as Colonial Secretary involved the 1931 arrest and attempted extradition of Ho Chi Minh (&
& P )---the Vietnamese Communist leader who was using the alias Sung Man Cho/Nguyen
Ai Quoc at that time---on charges related to anti-colonial activities, which anti-imperialist
narratives later framed as suppression of nationalist figures, though the case ultimately failed
on procedural grounds under British law.

In the Gambia, economic policies under Southorn’s governorship faced retrospective
critique for perpetuating slow developmental progress in a resource-poor Colony heavily
reliant on groundnut exports, with budgets constrained by chronic deficits and limited
imperial funding---averaging under £200,000 annually during his term, insufficient for
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large-scale infrastructure. Southorn himself acknowledged these limitations, defending
incremental advances in agriculture and administration against detractors who decried the
pace as indicative of exploitative neglect, yet empirical records show net gains in stability and
basic services, such as coordinated forestry management with neighboring territories to
prevent overexploitation, rather than pure extraction. Exaggerated claims of systemic
colonial “absurdity” or unmitigated plunder overlook verifiable outcomes like reduced
intertribal conflicts through indirect rule, which Southorn advocated as a pragmatic bridge
to eventual self-governance, prioritizing local chiefs’ authority over direct imposition.

Historical assessments of Southorn’s legacy reflect polarized colonial debates: left-
leaning perspectives, often rooted in post-independence historiography, portray British
administration---including his indirect rule and fiscal conservatism---as inherently
oppressive, prioritizing metropolitan interests and eroding indigenous autonomy, evidenced
by tensions with Gambian chiefs over land and taxation enforcement. Conversely, defenses
grounded in civilizing mission rationales highlight causal evidence of enhanced governance
stability, such as Southorn’s interventions in local elections to bolster moderate leaders and
his foreword to J. M. Gray’s (The History of the Gambia) (1940), which underscored long-
term administrative continuity over chaotic pre-colonial fragmentation. Overall, verifiable
data favors assessments of competent stewardship under imperial constraints, yielding
measurable order without the revolutionary upheavals seen elsewhere, though at the expense
of accelerated political devolution.

Enduring Impact and Named Institutions

The Southorn Playground in Wan Chai, Hong Kong, opened as the Wan Chai Children’s
Playground in 1934 and was renamed that year in honour of Sir Wilfrid Thomas Southorn,
reflecting official recognition of his administrative contributions during a period of urban
expansion. More detail about this project is mentioned on Pages 2, 3, 15, 16.

While direct historiographical writings by Southorn remain limited, elements of his
governance model---emphasizing pragmatic local administration and infrastructure
investment---influenced subsequent Commonwealth colonial practices, as seen in analogous
recreational developments in other British territories during the interwar period, though
primary attribution relies on archival records of his tenure rather than uncritical emulation.
This impact prioritizes verifiable, material outcomes over narrative reinterpretations, with
the playground's role in mitigating urban density effects persisting as a neutral, empirical
marker of efficacy.

Rotary
Drnoud
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Periods of Service in the Hong Kong Legislative Council

16 January 1936 - 19 March 1936
Appointed (Ex officio - Colonial Secretary)

9 November 1935 - 5 December 1935
Appointed (Official - The Officer Administering the Government) **
** President of the Council

13 June 1935 - 12 September 1935
Appointed (Official - The Officer Administering the Government) **
** President of the Council

1 December 1932 - 16 May 1935
Appointed (Ex officio - Colonial Secretary)

19 May 1932 - 10 November 1932
Appointed (Official - The Officer Administering the Government) **
** President of the Council

31 October 1929 - 7 April 1932
Appointed (Ex officio - Colonial Secretary)

24 October 1929 - 24 October 1929
Appointed (Official - The Officer Administering the Government) **
** President of the Council

24 January 1929 - 23 September 1929
Appointed (Ex officio - Colonial Secretary)

28 June 1928 - 27 December 1928
Appointed (Official - The Officer Administering the Government) **
** President of the Council

13 October 1927 - 1 December 1927
Appointed (Official - The Officer Administering the Government) **
** President of the Council

27 May 1926 - 15 September 1927
Appointed (Ex officio - Colonial Secretary)
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In this page of 1928 Hong Kong Legislative Council minutes, it shows that Mr. Wilfrid T. Southorn served as
President of the Council in his capacity as The Officer Administering the Government.

100 HONG KONG LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

December 20th, 1928.

PRESENT:—

His EXCELLENCY THE OFFICER ADMINISTERING THE GOVERNMENT (HON. MR. W. T.
SOUTHORN, cMG)).

His EXCELLENCY THE GENERAL OFFICER COMMANDING THE TROOPS (MAJOR-GENERAL
C.C.LUARD, cB.,CMG.).

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (HON.MR.E. R HALLIFAX, CMG., CBE)).
THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (HON. SR JOSEPH HORSFORD KEMP, KT, KC., CBE.).
THE COLONIAL TREASURER (HON. MR. C. Mcl. MESSER, OBE)).
Hon.MR.H. T. CREASY (Director of Public Works).

HoN.MR. R. A. C. NORTH (Secretary for Chinese Affairs).
HoN.MR.E. D. C. WOLFE, cMG. (Captain Superintendent of Police).
HoN. SR HENRY EDWARD POLLOCK, KT, K.C.

HoN. Sr SHOU-SON CHOW, KT.

HoN.Dr.R. H. KOTEWALL, CMG., LLD.

HoN. MR A. C. HYNES.

HoN.MR.J. OWEN HUGHES.

HoN.MR.B. D. E. BEITH.

MR H. R. BUTTERS (Deputy Clerk of Councils).

MINUTES.
The minutes of the previous meeting of the Council were confirmed.
THEKING'S ILLNESS.

H.E. THE OFFICER ADMINISTERING THE GOVERNMENT— Hon. Members of
the Legislative Council,—Before we take up the business on the agenda, I should like to make
reference to that matter which has during the past fortnight been uppermost in the minds, not
only of Hon. Members, but of all His loyal subjects, namely, the serious illness of His Majesty
the King. It is too early to say that our anxiety is allayed, but I am sure that the Council will
have received with feelings of the keenest relief the welcome news that His Majesty continues
to make progress and that there are now surer grounds for the hope of His Majesty's recovery.
We respectfully tender our sincerest sympathy to Her Majesty the Queen and the Royal
Family in the anxious period through which they have been and still are passing.
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THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG

Congregation 1936

Sir Wilfrid Thomas SOUTHORN
Doctor of Laws honoris causa

Sir Wilfred Thomas Southorn needs no introduction. From Warwick School he went to
Corpus Christi College, Oxford. That college has had many famous sons. I will confine
myself to mention of two - Sir Reginald Stubbs and Sir Thomas Southorn. Sir Thomas
entered the Ceylon Civil Service in 1903; was Additional Assistant Colonial Secretary in 1909;
Principal Assistant Colonial Secretary in 1920; Principal Collector of Customs and Chairman
of the Post Commission in 1923. In 1926 Sir Thomas came here as Colonial Secretary. You
know the rest. How often and how successfully he has administered the Government of
Hong Kong and acted as Chancellor of the University; the enthusiasm with which he has
always identified himself with everything and anything calculated to make the Colony a
healthier and a happier place. Had it not been for Sir Thomas, I doubt whether there would
have been even now a Branch of the English Association in Hong Kong; without his help the
playgrounds for poor children would have been something very much less than they are
now. Socially Sir Thomas and Lady Southorn have endeared themselves to everyone. 1
doubt whether there have ever been two persons in this Colony who had so many friends in
all the sections of the Colony’s cosmopolitan population. The University is not giving Lady
Southorn an honorary degree. It should be but Festina lente. In a hurrying world British
universities move slowly. I am however quite certain that Sir Thomas would wish me to
say what he knows and you all know - I refer to the great help that his wife has always been
to him. But the Colony’s debt to Lady Southorn is not confined to what she has done for
her husband - great as that boon has been tous all.  “If you seek her monument, look round
you.” Look at the International Women’s Club, and the Sandilands Hut for Girl Guides.
They tell their own story.

Citation written and delivered by The Vice-Chancellor Sir William Hornell (FFZ& 1),

the Public Orator of the University.
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1935 # 6 # —HZEFBFEL AR b F EET R EE -
ZFGEERFELGERBGHLATET -
June 1935 — In the Government House Sir Wilfrid Thomas Southorn, Officer Administering the Government
of the Colonial Hong Kong, and Lady Southorn with their guests.
The Chinese young man at the left was Hong Kong Rotarian Tang Shiu-Kin, MBE.
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1926 #-1936 # 2% L 2 < OBE §f B ER]* 5 B2 (FEAFIEE -
Lady Southorn OBE, had served The Girl Guides Association (Hong Kong Branch)

as the Colonial Commissioner from 1926 to 1936.
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kT 192E T NP BT T A G AR 0 FEHFT P (XTI EH) 1 Mo
This photo was taken on 1 July 1932 showing the piece of land allotted to Hong Kong Rotary Club
for the children’s playground project (later the Southorn Playground).

F 5k 1957 F T FE T T AR EF T g A AR

This photo of 1957 shows the entire complex of the Southorn Playground in the city center of Wanchai.
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1963 — An aerial view of the Southorn Playground: (1) The Welfare Building, also known as the War
Memorial Center, and the Children’s Playground Association Building, was completed in 1950. (2) The Violet
Peel Health Centre was completed in 1935. (3) The shorter building houses public bathrooms and toilets,
while the taller one houses the Family Planning Association. On either side of the Welfare Building are
children’s playgrounds, featuring steel structures, swings, and slides.

Between (2) and (3) is the indoor basketball court, completed in 1951.

—

1960 # P ——i2 47 23 # H-r77 jZ0t F 1960s — Track & Field games in the Southorn Playground
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i3 #5252 3 (Southorn Playground ) # 4~ #_% & 4 #4+(Hong Kong Rotary Club) 1931
ETPRIEIED > @ S A JBAT- BEREEESE PN G - BERFe BERF - B
SR RREH RS 1034 E 0 A B AL EEALR 248 &L (Sir Wilfrid Thomas Southorn )

NLF o BHEL 1920 £ 1 1936 £ DB ETERANE F BRI o

Proudto be a Rotarian

i3 7 & 2 ( Dr. the Honourable Sir Wilfrid Thomas Southorn, KCMG, KBE, CMG,
HonLLD (HKU), MA (Oxon), BA(Oxon)) (1879 # 8 * 4 p —1957# 3 * 15 p )» ¥7F % &
"ERFEL o BREAAE FRE 0 1903 £ 3 1926 & B 47 g (Ceylon) 7B R B PR R 0
3 “)ﬁP‘«E‘l’ﬁ:p“a’zv‘“ﬁ Fres2iEd b YRE oA 1926 23 1936 ERFA T E EH P L
Fre~ 22 hFFRA AN A REABRE B EL 51936 3 1942 # 4 T4 L
(The Gambla).s,u‘g‘ 01946 # R EZ k2 R o

4 Tk i@

2 A 1879 & 8 7 4 p 4 3t ® R E | P 4 7% & (Leamington Spa, Warwickshire)’
{ﬁt‘ 5= F o igH g +,bﬂ\£/|:rﬂl‘r.jp% ooV b A I% B2 ERm.igip tpr iy
# %2 (Warwick School ) » %2 {8 f§ 5 2 2 ? 77 % 44 & = (Corpus Christi College, University
of Oxford) > 1903 #B~¥ > 1 B+ B ¥ » {5 k3 1933 £ Esp~ ERLE = o
A A

AR A B R E W 1903 A A AR TERASTF (ST ANALAE LR
% 4= Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka ) 7 % 3+ FURFE B o BAn >t 1904 # iz 4 3%
BEcRt A F A 4 ¥ A F & 5 (Jaffna) 752 5 @ A 1900 # 4 7 L ET P B
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SEI R A9/ a2 gﬁ% Byea g 2@ 1907 £ 4 7 £ 34 2103 513 # (Hambantota) s
Sv ¥k (Tangalla) ER: T 1909 & 72 > BEpA w7 G (Colombo)iz sk ik
wRE ﬁﬁ/\éﬁfzﬁ%ﬁuﬂﬁnﬁu cHEER - RSBAFS 2AAL1911 & 11 0 0
534 (Matala) 2432 pcfrt & 0 3 1914 # 8 ¢ HERL prc s LW azers L (Sir
Robert Chalmers) # 4§43 - 215 - 430 19156 # 9 * Ev G Al MR EF LB R E ¥

B 1015 &E & k> BaEd WAt E - 2 R ARa ;%{gﬁ%i’%?oﬁ’é%é%? 1919 s £ 5 fg >
& 127 MHiEh o Bmgfres 2 PR EREFARE 2B 1920 & T 7 o BB A ERE S
AR 2 1923 2 127 Bt S A FRAMBRT A TG EC LR €A -
192445 102 > BHEUFRABFFLA L Do r FF2h HEFIHRE FE LB
- HLESHFEIAFE TRA -

R EAL TiER

w1926 # 5 19  BHIAFARABNEHT-F o BRRRLEL B DE
@#ﬂ@é@%@’mﬁawoﬁiggﬂwérﬁp@<éﬁ¢ghmf;m\%’%w%
# J& OBE g #7 -

BH A EHFPDF 35 RN IE’—_&E’“— E,%‘E(OfficerAdministering the Government)
FUFAARNERRYE 5 - g :]*x &1 (Sir Cecil Clementi) #- i= B wop 1930
20 1p32 37 9pEEEmeE- BRI %frfz.?;gf;," P 3% & 2 (Sir William Peel ) 3% % s #7 5
G F A AR HELI 193 EarEs B pFED Y 1TP I 90 13 P F 2 R ALK
k- & #2355t ¢ # (Norman Lockhart Smith) &% iz #] 11 * 1 p £ d 8% 2 588
- 21 193b# 12 * 12 p > ffrf.{.ﬁ&fg*ﬁ~ﬂéi;2¢§;i(8irAndrew Caldecott) + i= 5 1+ o

i3 4 055 B et WAk

i #F 2% % 3 Southorn Playground )> 4 i * 5 ' B # sk3- p =>4 &4 F g d i (Luard
Road) ( # 2 3tig Johnston Road & #F £ :¥if HennessyRoad 2. & )> & i3 H 7 - B H X &
BB oK G - B AP A RIRBEE e BERS S 2L LS 1930 F ks pE- B
AT R ERFHAT 1934 & > 1 1920 21 1936 e EH AT OB ELDLFE S L
5 T2 RE o BRARY R 2 A > R T EESE E ot T %i% ERCE SN A 4
NP K R oAl e P AT o

YR Bt hand o> B 1920 & R % LE R F - A > e § 4] &k (Victoria
Harbour)# /4 @ = - 1929 #pcfr > M58 p» L | ¢ » LRy malfsd Bz f
?EAAKF £ ¢ Rz ¥ $ 79 (John Livingstone McPherson) 3 32 » 7 5 & 4 % dh £
LEGRE IS rE ATy oA 2R LT RS BHERET HELIGE frir R cE
P2 Fehd 30T 5 B8 PRy OB ES B G o F (7 BRSES) RELABERB
Aol AL TR .

1933 # 7% 1 p > #WrxP@ @A &L ZEF L2 7 27 2583 ¢ (Children’s Playground
Association) (I 5 4 B 52512 g Hong Kong Playground Association ) > #& ¢ 7 25534 o
1934 & 2% 12 p >3t R 3% 2247 # 1 3g (O’'BrienRoad) * B char 2 972 i 3 & 5V # o

4“3—

F_*

—
LN
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1934 & 70 11 p » § premg s 0d SSEHF 1 SR FLA I BHELfod BHH
m TAELL AELERAE FF L AR ABRRFLM L T BRGC f’”“"‘“_lg?"l

B4 - BATRFEAL RS THE X2 § 9275 L 0F r o s i d o &
ZLEFPRZZ‘%\J‘%

L (1941-1945) @ 4 B R4 STk 4 R AL B e 8 - 1047 £ 10 0 11
Pen (R ) 2 0 BHSESREIS LTSI EER

BER YR %

@Eﬁﬁﬂwwvﬁw%%lwgﬁlﬂgSﬁuﬁﬂﬁﬁb&iﬁzmvﬁéwﬁ%%
NofkA B SF T AR A ZB o i A ER T o (Radio Hong Kong)z_ = £ o

1%1ﬂ’é%ﬁﬂéﬁ%%ﬁ%’#ﬁ&%ﬁ&#%@wmwﬁﬂﬂﬁé%*ﬁ@ﬁi
i i(Ice House Street) s i TLAARFAS F2 F @45 - 1923 # > B g ML €4 ¢ e+ =
"AEERTEE ORBPERT ARG XTI F A RER -

ROTRRTRBEPFRNATRP A ARFHTE g &Eﬂiiﬂ# ° TR AT
HOBEREF PE R 2 FE LT RRFRG LI ERP s 0P Fadp T 0 i AR B
BB -@B KD e

TEE S OLEEL R AT IR EREBERHAREER SR BRI G R HE
B (P -BER O RLEHPIERLEDI FF A ) THE @ - FANEHLP
(Radio Communication Co.)* ¥ » & p oL~ PR TR o

1924 & ’Eiﬁffjﬁﬂ\%}%#%};ﬁﬁ?}'ﬂﬂ% RE|DEE EE- BRFT o FERE YL -ER

FomE R RJIE L T - R ERRRER #EE D (- R RS
A X)) AN-ERF RFHFT AT 4oy (1920 &) =2 THE  HipEaii M

"EEFATHRFE T OEELE ¢ (Y.M.CA. Entertainment Committee) 7% 1927 &
B > FEERLFEARTRAH iR pEEERAP AL LHFT- B
AH =g ¥R M3 X BRI 4 (LeeTheatre) X 2 fIF L 8 > B 1 X 2w 5%
}%;}—é?ﬁ‘% Flm & &g o

BEE BEPRAF R A FRENE T SF RO L F ARSI Bk
b g PR R R dhenit e o 1928 # 6 7 20 P o FefrE G TR BT 5 GOWrRL F 9 pFE T
11 pF o> 300 K i img & ppE, - 2 pFmaitEfi ( (% #5%3) (South China
Morning Post) » = 7| §4) &- H P il 4P 4 BAH m}%a‘ééﬁﬁ Bed FORFR o B
FHAREEFFIER >8 7 1Tp »(FefirddR) 2 F &% 918 L% (Victoria Peak ) 4 b4 #k e
R¥c5i GOW o

WE (1929 # 2% 1 p) GOW ¢ s ZBW» d #5c % % ¢ % (Norman Lockhart
Smith)f{ s & & 107 8P » FXRFEHH F€ > BARATHHES 24 -

ZBW T Skcdh HisF A BTN S F RPN 21935 £ > ¢ 2 (ZEK) = = o
BHI RS L F R R LR B 8 .
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rixE o is

B4 A 1936 # 3 riEE T ER IR E G Y 20 p EE 2L T 54 v I (The Gambia)
BEAZBLPL 100 2P HAFTENEN L E o N YU TRARE  BTREN NP
(Senegal)- 4~ 5= » @ 2 AR PNEARLEY RIEFTA i BREAAFH L TRE G
At 3R - B 7-3%) (A geographic and economic absurdity ) - 3% - 210 - R 5184 R L3
* oo nﬁi’?* 1942 # 3% 23 pariEH ' T2 B g L % - e B kg A
ME T ZAAFIRIBIBEE > LI AR R |9m1946+’c P driE o SR ERRE R -

BLE 2R

g Lo LR EFE S ¢ (TheDugdaleSociety) ¢ B > 3% ¢ & 4R 2 BT & = 0
g 2 e @ i 1957 £ 3 0 15 p %ot R4t Bar(Middlesex) p B Lip et R g
(Laleham-on-Thames) > +¥ " # #7§ + % | (Osmanthorpe) = % F\ I S

2
(1) 1927 # — ERWI 307 £33 Tk 2 T E 55 %1 k428 5 (Companion of The
Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George (C.M.G.))

(2) 1933 &8 — 2RRI iz 2375+ 23 Rk 4 & %72 4 F (Knight Commander of
the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (K.B.E.))

(3) 1936 # — A~ F4s EZELIF

(4) 1938 # — FREI Fic> £ TP 2 FEISHEBDNE %P 4§ F (Knight
Commander of The Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George
(K.CM.G.))

To THE CLORY OF Gov
THIS FOUNDATION STONE WAS LAD
- 27T MAY 1930
. BY
T HE HON M*W T SOUTHORN €. M. G.
. COLONIAL SECRETARY

FAEFFTBIFALL ]I # A Fin BE (FAEAL T ERE A5 FR -
Foundation Stone, laid in 1930 by The Honourable Mr. Wilfrid Thomas Southorn,
of Kowloon Union Church, No. 4 Jordon Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong.
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