SRS L
AT WAt F - Eanfipt
Dr. The Honorable Dato Seri Paduka Sir Ti-Liang Yang

Rotarian headed the Chinese Hong Kong Red Cross for 12 years
By Herbert K. Lau (%¥]#x]=z) (Rotary China Historian)
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Dr. The Honorable Dato Seri Paduka Sir Ti-Liang Yang ( £ 717 4# #£ & 2.) (30 June 1929 — 24 June
2023), Kt, GBM, SPMB, HonLLD (PolyHK), HonDLitt (HKU), HonLLD (CUHK), FCIArb, LLB (UCL),
JP, was a senior Rotarian who served the Rotary Club of Hong Kong (3 i #* #:4+) as its 49th President
in 1983-1984, when he was a Justice of Appeal. Yang was the son-in-law of another senior Rotarian,
The Honourable William Ngartse Thomas Tam (3721 + ={#), OBE, JP, who was a charter member
of The Rotary Club of Hong Kong in 1930, and later served the Club as President in 1936-1937.

The Hong Kong Red Cross (HKRC) was formerly a branch of the British Red Cross Society since 12
July 1950. Commencing on 1 July 1997, upon the Government of the People’s Republic of China’s
resuming the exercise of sovereignty over Hong Kong and the establishment of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region, the HKRC has changed its affiliation to become a highly autonomous branch of
the Red Cross Society of China. Its full official name being “The Red Cross of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region of China” (¥ #+ % £ {r® 4 &4 % (75t % 2+ F ¢ ) and its accepted short title
being the “Hong Kong Red Cross (Branch of the Red Cross Society of China)” (4 £ =+ F ¢ —* R
L3 eng)

Sir Ti-Liang Yang was elected to serve HKRC as her Chairman in 1998-2012; and subsequently,
Yang was elected to a higher position as the Society’s President in 2012-2018 before his total retirement
after 12 years of service.
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The story of Sir Ti-Liang Yang

Sir Ti-Liang Yang was a jurist of Chinese ethnicity who served as Chief Justice (§ A #& % /% &
~ ;% 7 ) of the British Crown Colony Hong Kong from 1988 to 1996, becoming the first and only person
of Chinese descent to hold the Colony’s highest judicial office during British rule. Born in Shanghai (}
;) of the Republic of China (* # % ®) to a family with roots in Heung Shan of Kwangtung Province
(B 4 % @), Yang studied law at Soochow University (X £ + %) from 1946 to 1949 before completing

his Bachelor of Laws (LLB) at University College London in 1953 and being called to the English Bar at
Gray’s Inn in 1954.

Appointed a magistrate in Hong Kong in 1956, Yang advanced through the judicial ranks, earning
knighthood upon his elevation to Chief Justice in 1988, where he presided over a period of significant
legal transitions amid the Colony’s handover preparations to China. Known for his contributions to the
development of Hong Kong’s common law system and judicial independence, he retired in 1996 after
declining a post-handover role, later receiving the Grand Bauhinia Medal (+ % %% % ) for public
service. In his later years, Yang engaged in politics by entering the 1996 Chief Executive selection
process with Beijing’s (#* ».) backing but withdrew amid public opposition, reflecting tensions over
perceived establishment affiliations in the pre-handover era.

Early life and education

Yang was born on 30 June 1929 in Shanghai to a family of Cantonese ancestry originating from
Heung Shan County (% ' &%) in Kwangtung Province (& & 4 ). His paternal grandfather, Yang Mei-
Nan (1§ ## = ), had served as the chief comprador for the British trading firm Swire & Sons (= + i {7)
in Shanghai, while his father, Yang Shao-Nan (4§ > % ), worked as a manager for Swire before co-
founding a shipping company in partnership with the firm. His mother, Chen Qian-Ru (f# /#F4r),
represented a modern educated woman of her era, having graduated from St. Mary’s Hall (% 35 4 &; -~
Z &) in Shanghai.

As the youngest child in a family of one sister and two older brothers---earning him the nickname
“third young master” (= ) among relatives---Yang grew up in a commercially prominent household
amid the cosmopolitan environment of pre-War Shanghai. From an early age, he exhibited a
pronounced sense of justice, idolizing historical figures such as the Song Dynasty general Yue Fei (2 %

¢z #-4 {) for his loyalty and righteousness. He received his primary and secondary education at St.
John’s Middle School (¥ % # ~ &'t/ &) in Shanghai, an institution affiliated with the Anglican
tradition and known for its rigorous curriculum.

Legal training in China and Britain

Yang commenced his legal studies in China at Soochow University Law School (4 £ ~ # ;x # %)
located in Shanghai, enrolling in 1946 and continuing until 1949. His education there focused on law
amid the disruptions of the Chinese Civil War, which ultimately prompted his departure from the
mainland.

Following the interruption of his studies in China, Yang pursued further legal training in Britain.
He enrolled at University College London (UCL), where he earned an LLB degree in 1953. In 1954, he
was called to the Bar with honours at Gray’s Inn, one of the four Inns of Court in London responsible
for training barristers. A prominent member of the UCL Laws alumni community, he was appointed
Honorary Fellow of UCL in 1989 and President of the Bentham Association in 1991. Yang was also



Research Fellow of the Rockefeller Foundation in 1963-1964, in the University of London. He was
admitted Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators in 1990.

This dual training equipped Yang with foundational knowledge in Chinese comparative law and
English common law principles, bridging civil and common law traditions that would later inform his
judicial career in Hong Kong.

Legal practice and judicial ascent

Career as a barrister

After completing his legal studies in England, Yang was called to the bar at Gray’s Inn in 1954.
Upon returning to Hong Kong in 1955, he entered private practice as a barrister. This phase of his
career lasted approximately nine months, during which he handled cases in the local courts. In June
1956, Yang transitioned from the bar to the judiciary by accepting an appointment as a magistrate,
forgoing further independent practice.

Appointments to the bench

Yang commenced his judicial service in Hong Kong with his appointment as a magistrate on 1 June
1956 following his call to the English Bar in 1954. In this role, he handled preliminary inquiries and
minor criminal matters, marking the entry of an ethnic Chinese lawyer into the colonial judiciary’s
lower benches amid a system dominated by expatriates.

Promoted to senior magistrate in 1963, Yang oversaw more complex cases in the magistracy,
including during periods of social unrest such as the Kowloon disturbances, where he later chaired the
related claims assessment board as acting district judge from 1964 to 1968. During that period, he was
chairman of the Kowloon Disturbances Claims Assessment Board. And following the 1967 Leftist Riots,
he also presided over the Compensation Board.

His substantive appointment as district judge of the Victoria District Court followed in 1968,
elevating him to preside over trials in the District Court with jurisdiction over civil claims up to HK$3
million and criminal sentences up to seven years’ imprisonment. Yang was made a member of the
Chinese Language Committee and president of the Legal Sub-Committee in 1970. Yang was, for a brief
period in 1971, acting Puisne Judge.

In 1972, Yang was appointed Commissioner of Inquiry into the Rainstorm Disasters. On 17
February 1975, he presided over the watershed corruption trial of Peter Fitzroy Godber, a former
Kowloon Deputy District Commissioner of the Royal Hong Kong Police Force. Yang sentenced him to
four years’ imprisonment after a six-day trial.

On 10 March 1975, Yang was appointed a judge of the Supreme Court, assigned to the High Court,
a promotion from district judge that positioned him among the Colony’s senior judiciary handling
appeals, constitutional matters, and high-stakes litigation.

In 1976, he chaired the Commission of Inquiry into the Leung Wing-Sang Case (% -k # %) in which
a police station sergeant, Lau Cheong-Wah (%] & %), allegedly induced Leung with HK$10,000 to
confess to wounding another person. In 1980, Yang was chairman of the Commission of Inquiry into
the apparent suicide of Police Inspector John MacLennan ( & 2 ).

In 1980, Yang advanced to Justice of Appeal in the Court of Appeal, focusing on appellate review
of lower court decisions. By 1987, he had risen to Vice-President of the Court of Appeal, second-in-
command to the Chief Justice in overseeing appellate proceedings.



Chief Justice tenure (1988-1996)

Appointment as first ethnic Chinese Chief Justice

In March 1988, Yang was appointed Chief Justice of Hong Kong by Governor Sir David Wilson (%

& WS 2 L), succeeding Sir Denys Tudor Emil Roberts (% & p# & <) who had held the position
since 1979. This appointment elevated Yang, then serving as a senior judge, to the head of the judiciary
under the colonial administration. According to customary practice in the British Commonwealth,
Chief Justice of Hong Kong would also become Chief Justice of Brunei Darussalam. Yang’s predecessor,
however, Sir Denys Roberts, continued to serve as Chief Justice of Brunei Darussalam after his
retirement. Sir T. L. was instead appointed President of the Court of Appeal of Brunei on 24 May 1988
until 1992.

The selection represented a milestone in the localization of senior judicial roles, as Yang became
the first ethnic Chinese to occupy the office during British rule, which had previously been held
exclusively by expatriates. Concurrent with the appointment, Yang received a knighthood, reflecting
recognition of his prior contributions to the bench since his elevation to the High Court in 1975.

This transition occurred amid broader efforts to integrate local talent into high-level governance
positions in the lead-up to the 1997 handover to China, though the judiciary maintained its
independence from political directives under the colonial framework. Yang’s appointment underscored
the colonial government’s confidence in his legal acumen, honed through decades of practice, while
signaling a pragmatic shift toward ethnic representation without altering the common law system’s
expatriate influences at other levels.

Judicial administration and reforms

During his tenure as Chief Justice from 1988 to 1996, Yang focused on administrative
enhancements to modernize Hong Kong’s judiciary, initiating what observers have termed a “quiet
management revolution”. This involved appointing senior judiciary administrators to overhaul court
operations, culture, and efficiency, addressing longstanding inefficiencies in an outdated system.

A core aspect of his reforms emphasized localization through increased recruitment of ethnic
Chinese lawyers to the bench, drawing more local talent to judicial roles amid preparations for the 1997
handover to China. This shift aimed to build a judiciary reflective of Hong Kong’s demographics while
maintaining professional standards.

Yang spearheaded the integration of Chinese language into court proceedings, a pivotal reform
gazetted in 1995 that permitted Cantonese usage and broke a 152-year English-only tradition dating to
1843. He controlled the gradual rollout in higher courts via a moratorium on certain Official Languages
Ordinance applications, enabling the first full case in Chinese by December 1995.

These efforts extended to structural preparations for post-handover continuity, including
contributions to establishing the Court of Final Appeal to replace the Privy Council. Overall, Yang’s
administration fostered a more efficient, localized, and bilingual judiciary, prioritizing operational
resilience ahead of sovereignty transfer.

Notable cases and rule-of-law contributions

A pivotal rule-of-law contribution was Yang’s decision in 1995 to permit the use of Chinese
(primarily Cantonese) in court proceedings, overturning 152 years of English-language exclusivity and
enabling the majority Chinese-speaking population to participate in trials without linguistic barriers,
which advanced equal access to justice and reinforced public confidence in the legal system. Yang also
oversaw foundational preparations for the Basic Law’s implementation, including structural
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adaptations for the post-handover Court of Final Appeal and early dialogues with mainland Chinese
authorities to delineate judicial independence within the “one-country, two-systems” framework.

These initiatives collectively bolstered the rule of law by institutionalizing independence and
adaptability amid political transition, earning recognition for sustaining judicial integrity without
compromising core common law principles.

Criticisms of judicial independence and handling of sensitive issues

During his tenure, Yang faced criticism for comments perceived to undermine the Hong Kong Bill
of Rights Ordinance, enacted in 1991 to entrench international human rights standards ahead of the
1997 handover. In a private 1995 meeting with senior Chinese official Lu Ping (& =), Yang reportedly
described the legislation as a mistake that granted excessive interpretive power to judges, effectively
turning the judiciary into a legislative body and disrupting the common law balance. These remarks,
leaked to the press, drew rebuke from Hong Kong’s Legislative Council and pro-democracy figures, who
argued they compromised judicial impartiality by echoing Beijing’s opposition to the Bill, which China
had vowed to repeal post-handover. Critics, including councilors, contended that as Chief Justice,
Yang’s public alignment with views hostile to rights protections signaled deference to the incoming
sovereign power, potentially eroding public confidence in the judiciary's independence from political
pressures.

A related point of contention arose in Yang’s handling of appeals involving organized crime figures
with alleged ties to pro-Beijing networks. In 1989, Yang, sitting on the Court of Appeal, quashed the
triad conspiracy conviction of Heung Wah-Yim ( # (), leader of the Sun Yee On Society (= & ¢ ‘=%
#7# %), originally handed down in 1988 after a jury trial. The decision, based on evidentiary issues,
was lambasted by anti-corruption watchdogs and media as overly lenient toward entrenched criminal
elements influential in handover-era politics, raising questions about whether judicial rulings on
sensitive triad matters---often intertwined with mainland connections---prioritized stability over
rigorous enforcement. While defenders noted the appeal succeeded on procedural grounds, detractors
from civil society groups highlighted it as emblematic of a judiciary cautious in challenging power
structures amid Sino-British tensions, potentially at the expense of impartial rule-of-law application.

These episodes fueled broader, though not dominant, narratives among pro-democracy advocates
that Yang’s administration emphasized administrative efficiency and handover continuity over
assertive safeguarding of liberties in politically charged contexts, such as rights litigation or dissent-
related cases. However, contemporaneous judicial reviews and government inquiries under his
oversight, including anti-corruption prosecutions, generally upheld convictions without systemic
reversal patterns, suggesting criticisms were selective rather than indicative of wholesale independence
erosion. Yang maintained that his views stemmed from preserving judicial restraint, not external
influence, but the timing---amid escalating pre-handover anxieties---intensified perceptions of
vulnerability to executive or sovereign expectations.

Resignation and 1996 Chief Executive Election

Motivations for entering politics

Yang resigned as Chief Justice on 7 September 1996, effective immediately, to pursue nomination
for the inaugural Chief Executive of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (% i& 4 %] 7 5)c % 7
7z £ ), adecision framed by constitutional concerns over maintaining judicial impartiality during the
sovereignty transition. His entry into electoral politics marked a departure from four decades in the
judiciary, with no prior involvement in partisan or legislative roles, suggesting the handover’s
exigencies prompted the shift to executive leadership.
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Analyses at the time portrayed Yang’s candidacy as Beijing’s strategic choice for a figure blending
judicial independence with acceptability to the incoming administration, positioned to navigate
tensions between colonial legacies and post-1997 governance. This alignment reflected motivations
tied to stabilizing rule-of-law institutions amid political uncertainty, leveraging his experience as Hong
Kong’s first ethnic Chinese Chief Justice to assure continuity. Yang’s renunciation of his British
knighthood further underscored a commitment to the Special Administrative Region framework under
Chinese sovereignty.

Campaign platform and Beijing alignment

Yang’s campaign for the 1996 Chief Executive election emphasized preserving Hong Kong’s legal
traditions, judicial independence, and capitalist system as enshrined in the Basic Law, while
committing to pragmatic governance that ensured stability during the handover. He positioned himself
as a candidate drawing on his judicial experience to safeguard the rule of law against potential post-
1997 disruptions, advocating for policies that promoted economic continuity and bridged cultural gaps
between Hong Kong’s colonial legacy and mainland China. Specific pledges included fostering mutual
understanding to reduce confrontation, without detailing expansive economic or social reforms,
reflecting a low-key approach focused on administrative competence rather than populist appeals.

His alignment with Beijing was evident in public statements underscoring deference to China’s
sovereignty, asserting that the post-handover government must avoid any measures seen as challenging
Beijing’s authority or legitimacy over Hong Kong. Yang advocated flexibility on contentious issues like
the provisional legislature, framing such compromises as essential in politics, and urged deeper
communication channels with the mainland while promoting Hong Kong’s unique differences as non-
threatening to national unity. This pragmatic posture, which included recognizing the need to “sell
China to the West”, distinguished him from more overtly business-oriented rivals but aligned him
sufficiently with Beijing’s expectations for participation in the Selection Committee process, though he
denied being directly urged by Chinese officials to run.

Critics within pro-democracy circles viewed Yang’s platform as overly conciliatory toward Beijing,
potentially at the expense of robust autonomy, given his willingness to navigate within the framework
of China’s preferred electoral mechanism rather than advocating electoral reforms. Nonetheless, his
emphasis on sovereignty respect and bridge-building reflected a calculated realism amid Beijing’s clear
preference for candidates like Tung Chee-Hwa (& & #), who embodied stronger establishment ties.
Yang’s 42 votes from the 400-member Beijing-appointed committee underscored his secondary status
despite this alignment.

Election outcome and pro-establishment criticisms

In the election held on 11 December 1996, by the 800-member Selection Committee, Tung Chee-
Hwa received 320 votes to become Hong Kong’s first Chief Executive, while Yang garnered 42 votes
and Peter Woo (£ % it ) obtained 8 votes. The Committee, dominated by pro-Beijing elites, reflected
Beijing’s orchestration of the process to ensure a handover-friendly leader, with Tung emerging as the
consensus choice after initial backing shifted from other contenders. Yang’s modest vote tally
highlighted his inability to consolidate support beyond a core of legal and establishment figures, despite
his emphasis on continuity in rule of law and administrative stability.

Yang’s campaign drew criticisms from pro-democracy and liberal groups for embodying a pro-
establishment orientation too accommodating to Beijing’s preferences. Detractors, including figures
aligned with Governor Chris Patten’s (3 i& 38 #; ¥_#& ) reforms, argued that his resignation from the
judiciary to pursue the post---perceived as tacitly endorsed by China early in the race---compromised
the Chief Justice’s impartiality and signaled deference to mainland influence over Hong Kong'’s
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institutions. This view was amplified by Yang’s platform, which prioritized “one country, two systems”
harmony and avoided confrontation with Beijing on issues like the Provisional Legislature, leading
opponents to portray him as prioritizing elite consensus and sovereignty transition over safeguarding
judicial autonomy against potential post-handover encroachments. Such critiques underscored
broader anxieties that candidates like Yang, with establishment ties, would entrench Beijing-vetted
governance at the expense of evolving democratic accountability.

Public service

Roles in higher education

Following his resignation as Chief Justice in 1996, Yang continued to serve as Chairman of the
Council of the University of Hong Kong (3 i& +~ ¥ #3%4 f ¢ ), a position he had held since 1985, until
2001. In this role, he oversaw the University’s governance during the transition to the post-handover
era, including strategic decisions on academic policy and resource allocation amid Hong Kong’s
evolving political landscape.

Yang also retained his appointment as Pro-Chancellor of the University of Hong Kong (4 i ~ &
Bl 12 %) from 1994 until 2001, succeeding Sir Albert Maria Rodrigues (%32 £ & - ) and acting as deputy
to the Chancellor in ceremonial and advisory capacities. In 2000, during his Pro-Chancellorship, he
was designated by the University to investigate the Public Opinion Programme Disputes. During this
period, he contributed to the University’s efforts to maintain academic autonomy and international
standards in the lead-up to and following the 1997 handover.

Additionally, Yang held the position of honorary lecturer in the Faculty of Law at the University of
Hong Kong, where he shared expertise on legal practice and judicial principles drawn from his career.
He served also as an honorary professor of law at The Chinese University of Hong Kong (% i& ¥ < * &)
(CUHK), facilitating academic and judicial linkages between Hong Kong and the Chinese mainland’s
legal systems, with emphasis on concepts such as separation of powers and judicial independence. At
the same institution, he was a member of the CUHK Council (4 & ¢ ¢ +~ £+ % ¢ ) and Vice-Chairman
of the Board of Trustees of Chung Chi College (% 7 ¥ Fx# & ¢ ), one of its constituent colleges,
supporting governance and educational initiatives.

Yang also served the Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) since 2009 as Chairman of the
Executive Committee of the Law School, and Honorary Professor of Law. Named after Yang, the “Sir
TL Yang Society” (#4528 L & ¢ ) is a society for students organized by CUHK LAW. The Society
arranges an array of activities and social functions to assist students in their academic and professional
development. These roles underscored his commitment to legal education in Hong Kong’s higher
education sector during a time of institutional adaptation to the Special Administrative Region
framework.

In view of this experience and of the high esteem in which he was being held, Yang was invited by
Government to serve on the University and Polytechnic Grants Committee (+ 5 2 121 ¥ Frt £ |
¢ )---the body for the planning of higher education in Hong Kong, first as a member in 1978 and then
as its Chairman from 198I to 1984. During this period of years have seen many changes for higher
education in Hong Kong---It has undergone two comprehensive reviews and then entered a period of
rapid expansion, as evident from the establishment of the City Polytechnic of Hong Kong (% & 7 12
1 ¥ 12), the institution of degree courses at the Hong Kong Polytechnic (% /& 1 # [+), the change in
status of Hong Kong Baptist College into a subvented organization, the establishment of the Dental
School at Hong Kong University, and of the Medical Faculty as well as the Part-time Undergraduate



Degree Programmes at the Chinese University of Hong Kong, and also the hard-won recognition of the
importance of academic research, for which the support level was being increased.

In 2006, Yang served as an honorary professor of Social Sciences at the Open University of Hong
Kong (4 & >~ +~ §).

It would be hard to imagine all these developments without seeing the moving spirit of Yang in
them, and he surely should be remembered when present efforts to expand, diversify and modernize
high education of Hong Kong finally come to fruition some time in future.

Service in Community Affairs

In his professional sphere, Yang has been in the forefront of contributors to the development of the
law in Hong Kong through his membership of the Law Reform Commission. In the course of the last
quarter of the previous century he has chaired with distinction public inquiries commissioned by the
Government into a number of complex and sensitive issues of concern to the community. He led the
Colony’s Judiciary in its preparations for the transfer in 1997 of its sovereignty to China and the
implementation of the Basic Law, in the planning for which he has served as a member of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region Basic Law Consultative Committee.

Yang was appointed a Non-Official Member of the Executive Council soon after the establishment
of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government on 1 July 1997. Following his tenure on
the Executive Council, Yang served as Chairman of the Board of Exchange Fund Investment Limited
(EFIL) (*t %3 £ 4 F 3 "= 7), a wholly-owned subsidiary of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority (%
# & f& ¥ 3L k) responsible for managing a portion of the Exchange Fund’s investments. In this
advisory capacity, he oversaw strategic investment decisions aimed at preserving and enhancing Hong
Kong’s foreign exchange reserves, contributing to financial stability post-Asian financial crisis.

Yang’s involvement in EFIL reflected his continued influence in public financial governance,
leveraging his legal and administrative expertise to guide asset allocation amid global market volatility.
No specific start date for his chairmanship is detailed in official records, but it postdated his 2002 ExCo
departure and aligned with efforts to bolster institutional investor oversight in Hong Kong’s post-
handover economic framework.

From 1999 to 2004, Yang was also chairman of the Independent Commission Against Corruption
Complaints Committee.

Service to Youth

Other than Rotary and the Red Cross, Yang has been actively involved in the work of many
organizations concerned with youth in Hong Kong. He was President of Against Child Abuse (f» 1+ &

#24 ¢)(1982-1986); President of the Scout Association of Hong Kong (4 i # & 4 ¢ ) (1988-1998);
Patron of the Hong Kong Society for the Rehabilitation of Offenders (4 i# & % ¢ ); Vice-Chairman of
the Hong Kong Sea Cadet Corps (4 i& /% ¥ 7 & #), etc.

Scholarly contributions

Translations of legal texts

Yang contributed to the translation and standardization of legal terminology in Hong Kong
through his role on the government-established Chinese Language Committee, formed in 1970 to
promote Chinese in official administration, including legal contexts. He served as a committee member
and, from 1970, as president of its Legal Sub-Committee, which specifically addressed the challenges
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of rendering English common law concepts into precise Chinese equivalents. This work involved
compiling glossaries of legal terms, reviewing translations of ordinances, and ensuring terminological
consistency to support potential bilingual legal practice, amid growing demands for Chinese-language
access to justice post-1967 riots.

The Legal Sub-Committee’s efforts under Yang’s leadership produced foundational resources, such
as bilingual legal dictionaries and translated excerpts of statutes, which facilitated the gradual
incorporation of Chinese into lower courts by the 1980s and laid groundwork for comprehensive
bilingual ordinances under the 1989 Official Languages Ordinance amendments. These translations
prioritized literal fidelity to preserve the technical precision of common law precedents while adapting
to Chinese syntax, avoiding idiomatic liberties that could alter legal meanings. Yang’s involvement
reflected his expertise in both civil law influences from his Soochow University training and English
common law from University College London, enabling rigorous cross-linguistic accuracy.

As Chief Justice from 1988 to 1996, Yang advanced these translation foundations by gazetting
Chinese (specifically Cantonese) for use in District Court proceedings on 2 December 1995, marking
the first higher-court application and requiring updated translations of procedural rules and evidence
rules. This step, building on subcommittee glossaries, enabled the historic hearing of a case in Chinese
shortly thereafter, though full bilingualism in all courts awaited post-handover implementation. His
oversight ensured that translated texts maintained evidential parity with English originals, as verified
through parallel drafting practices in subsequent legislation.

Later years continued influence and legacy assessment

Yang’s legacy as Chief Justice centers on the modernization of Hong Kong’s judiciary during 1988—
1996, initiating a “quiet management revolution” that enhanced administrative efficiency, increased
appointments of local Chinese lawyers to the bench, and promoted greater use of Cantonese in court
proceedings. He oversaw the establishment of the Court of Final Appeal in anticipation of the 1997
handover, localizing the judiciary while preserving its independence and international standards.
These reforms transformed judicial culture, making courts more accessible and responsive, with effects
enduring in Hong Kong's legal system as a pillar of rule of law.

Assessments of his legacy highlight his role as the first ethnic Chinese Chief Justice under British
rule, crediting him with tremendous contributions to judicial independence and the rule of law,
particularly in navigating the handover era. Contemporaries, including successor Andrew Li Kwok-
Nang (% ® it ), described him as a “very fine man and a true gentleman”, underscoring his dedication
and vision in elevating the judiciary’s stature. His pioneering localization efforts and administrative
innovations are viewed as foundational to the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region’s legal
framework, with ongoing influence in sustaining professional standards despite political shifts. While
his 1996 Chief Executive candidacy aligned with Beijing preferences drew scrutiny over potential
conflicts with judicial neutrality, tributes emphasize his substantive reforms over political endeavors,
positioning him as a jurist whose work continues to inform Hong Kong’s legal resilience.

Retirement Years

After retiring from the Hong Kong SAR Executive Council (3 i 4 %/ {7 57¢ % {7 52 € 3&) (1997-2002),
Yang spent much of his time teaching English grammar and etiquette. In September 2003, he hosted
a Radio Television Hong Kong radio programme, “Yang Ti-liang Mail Box” (1§ 429 % 1 44), teaching
English grammar and answering questions on his website. The show ran until September 2017.

Sir Ti-Liang Yang passed away on 24 June 2023 at the age of 93. His family held a memorial service
in the morning of October 14th at St. John’s Cathedral in Central. The contributions of Sir Ti-Liang
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Yang to Hong Kong are to be found in fields ranging from the formulation of policy in law and order,
through the development of tertiary education, to the welfare of the young people of the Territory.

Hong Kong Chief Justice of the Court of Final Appeal Andrew Cheung Kui-Nung (3 i& % % 2 fxq
7 % F % & it ) conveyed deep sadness over the loss of the former chief justice, noting his significant
judicial legacy. Secretary for Justice Paul Lam Ting-Kwok (ZEpz & # & % T_®) stated that Yang’s

passing saddened the legal sector and highlighted his dedication to judicial independence and the rule
of law.

The Hong Kong Monetary Authority’s Chief Executive Eddie Yue (4 /# £ g2 5 {# £ 7% )
expressed sorrow, recognizing Yang’s longstanding contributions to public service and the judiciary.
Academic institutions, including University College London Faculty of Laws---where Yang studied---
and Chung Chi College of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, as well as University of Hong Kong,
issued tributes acknowledging his alumni status and roles in higher education governance. The Hong
Kong Former Senior Civil Servants Association (% i # & % = i% f % ¢ ) described his death as a “great
loss”, emphasizing his public service record.

Honours

In recognition to his prominent services and contributions to the community and members of the
public, Yang has been honored in many ways, including some of them listed here:

1984 Conferred Doctor of Laws Degree (honoris causa) by The Chinese University of Hong Kong (%
B AFEEZEHE L)
1988 Invested Knight Bachelor by Queen Elizabeth II, United Kingdom.

1990 Conferred The Most Honourable Order of the Crown of Brunei (SPMB), First Class, by Sultan of
Negara Brunei Darussalam

1991 Conferred Doctor of Letters Degree (honoris causa) by The University of Hong Kong (% i# +~ &
LB g )

1992 Conferred Doctor of Laws Degree (honoris causa) by The Hong Kong Polytechnic (% j#2 1
R EY ),
v

1992 Decorated the highest Scouting honour Gold Dragon Award ( £ %> % ) by Chief Scout, Hong

Kong Governor Sir David Clive Wilson (f#2: i3 & -+ ), The Scout Association of Hong Kong.

1998 Decorated “Asia-Pacific Regional Award for Distinguished Service to International Scouting” by
the World Organization of the Scout Movement.

1999 Decorated Grand Bauhinia Medal (G.B.M.) (+ ¥ #7#> % ) by the Hong Kong Government for his
remarkable contribution to this Special Administrative Region of China.

SERVICE
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The road of Service Above Self

1956-1963
1963
1963-1964
1964-1968
1966
1967
1968-1975
1970
1971
1972
1975-1981
1976
1980
1980

1981-1987
1981-1984
1985-2001
1987-1988
1988-1996
1988-1993
1988-1998
1994-2001
1997-2002
1998-2002

Magistrate
Senior Magistrate
Rockefeller Foundation Research Fellow, University of London
Acting District Judge
Chairman of the Kowloon Disturbances Claims Assessment Board
Chairman of the Compensation Board
District Judge
Member of the Chinese Language Committee and President of the Legal Sub-Committee
Acting Puisne Judge
Commissioner of Inquiry into the Rainstorm Disasters
Judge of the High Court, Hong Kong
Chairman of the Commission of Inquiry into the Leung Wing-sang Case
Chairman of the Commission of Inquiry into Police Inspector MacLennan’s Case
Member of the Law Reform Commission and Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Law
Relating to Homosexuality
Justice of the Court of Appeal, Hong Kong
Chairman of the University and Polytechnic Grants Committee
Chairman of the University of Hong Kong Council
Vice-president of the Court of Appeal, Hong Kong
Chief Justice, The Supreme Court of Hong Kong
President of the Court of Appeal of Brunei Darussalam
President, The Scout Association of Hong Kong
Pro-Chancellor of the University of Hong Kong
Unofficial member of the Executive Council, Hong Kong SAR Government

Chairman of the Exchange Fund Investment Ltd

1998 —2012 Unofficial Justice of the Peace for Hong Kong

1998 —2012 Chairman, The Red Cross of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of China

1999-2004

Chairman of the Independent Commission Against Corruption Complaints Committee
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2005-2023 Chairman of the Executive Committee of the School of Law of the Chinese University of
Hong Kong / Honourary Professor of Law

2012-2018 President, The Red Cross of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of China

by *khEkk *hkhk *hkEhk *hkEhk

% # A =

THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG

Congregation 1991
Sir Ti-Liang Yang
Doctor of Lefters honoris causa

Sir Yang Ti Liang has been the Chief Justice of Hong Kong since 1988. He is the first Chinese to
hold this most senior post in the Judiciary, second only in status in the Territory to the Governor. Born
in 1929, Sir Yang was educated at Soochow University Law School in Shanghai and at University
College London where he was a Rockefeller Fellow in 1964. He was called to the Bar at Gray’s Inn in
1954. He was appointed to the High Court in 1975, having previously served as a Magistrate and
District Judge.

Sir Yang has been actively involved in the work of many organisations concerned with community
affairs in Hong Kong. He is President of the Hong Kong Scouts Association and the Society Against
Child Abuse, Patron of the Hong Kong Society for the Rehabilitation of Offenders and Vice-Chairman
of the Hong Kong Sea Cadet Corps. He served from 1981 to 1984 as Chairman of the University and
Polytechnic Grants Committee, the body for the planning of higher education in Hong Kong and is
currently the Chairman of the Council of the University of Hong Kong. He is also an honorary lecturer
in the Faculty of Law of the University.

In his professional sphere Sir Yang has been in the forefront of contributors to the development of
the law in Hong Kong through his membership of the Law Reform Commission. In the course of the
past quarter century he has chaired with distinction public inquiries commissioned by the Government
into a number of complex and sensitive issues of concern to the community. He now leads the
Territory’s Judiciary in its preparations for the transfer in 1997 of its sovereignty to China and the
implementation of the Basic Law, in the planning for which he has served as a member of the Basic
Law Consultative Committee.

The contributions of Sir Yang Ti Liang to Hong Kong are to be found in fields ranging from the
formulation of policy in law and order, through the development of tertiary education, to the welfare
of the young people of the Territory.

In recognition of his achievements in all these fields, the University has resolved to confer upon
him the degree of Doctor of Letters honoris causa.
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1977 # 4 7 ——F B F FR2[RZ P IFHPEFrE R 2R3 5 < 52 28 G s s o
April 1977--- Ti -Liang Yang, a Hong Kong High Court judge, and Lord Denning, Master of the Rolls (right),
presided over a moot in the Department of Law, University of Hong Kong. (Photo: Hong Kong University)

PR B AR 19851984 & B 1E T G B At AL
Justice of Appeal Ti-Liang Yang served
the Rotary Club of Hong Kong as President in 1983-1984.

13



1992 & 7% 9P —BFAEEF ARG BB PHERL 774 47
BHEBAA (R ERTERE IS fELE - E(F 28 )84 -
9 July 1992---Administered by The Chief Justice Sir Ti-Liang Yang, The Supreme Court of Hong Kong,
Mr. Chris Patten (right) took the oath and to be installed as the last (the 28th) Governor
of the British Crown Colony Hong Kong. (Photo: SCMP)

1995 &2 EEREFY:  FEF - DERFHSZFFHESL () 87 FRABRED FE KR -
Sir Ti-Liang Yang (centre), Hong Kong’s first ethnic Chinese Chief Justice,
at the opening of the Legal Year in 1995,
inspecting the Guard of Honour at Edinburgh Place. (Photo: SCMP)
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1995 # 11 % 12 p —%2= Bl e &p pP BfcT s §MEFT G 2] FHpEEL %/;*4—7:/%7
12 November 1995 -- Remembrance Sunday at the Cenotaph, Central,
Chief Justice Sir Ti-Liang Yang lays a wreath. (Getty Images)

HONG KONG
USSRTESS

" \\“‘k&' JANETON

T

1995 # 124 4p —F B A2 FPHEELLFEFTEFEHEFZTE -
4 December 1995 -- Sir Ti-Liang Yang, Chief Justice,
speaking at the Hong Kong Business Summit. (Getty Images)
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1995 # —F 5 Fibh = Fh FYwR- HEF T FHE#E (%5 3)
FHELBLE L FUHPEFEL ) FHEL TEGH - FEEFHTEAL
AT ERE O PHAEL (2B F) (BFEFLFFRAIL o F 2§ B M7t 1991-1992 # B 42 £ )
1995---The top 3 leaders of Hong Kong Scouting were encircled by a group of outstanding Scouts: (right to left)
Sir Ti-Liang Yang, President of The Scout Association of Hong Kong; The Chief Scout Mr. Chris Pattern,
Governor of Hong Kong; Dr. Chau Cham-son, Chief Commissioner of Hong Kong Scouts (waving left hand)
(Chau was also a senior Rotarian who was President 1991-1992 of Hong Kong Rotary Club). (Photo: SCMP)

Ui prs- L 3 1994 # 1 2001 & #2% § 5 < B LR
Sir Ti-Liang Yang served as
Pro-Chancellor of the University of Hong Kong from 1994 to 2001.
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2016 #——F L3 g gk FHPEELLEERT o AL JeitkGE: Th igpsg F AFwT o
2016---Sir Ti-Liang Yang, President of the Hong Kong Red Cross,
inviting devoted people to “Bond with Blood, Go for Humanity”. (Photo: Hong Kong Red Cross)

B Z

%?\*{«% BAH BB
X ZERERASE AL 4
Z AGE

ChamQ 1 8. Companion@ /8, NowriousP 11 8, A8

22003 &5 2017 & » [Fefprad AT r## ((ﬁéﬁfﬁf Bf) da
A GET TR lf-’{& Fp=fis 3 &~ rﬂ@pjé
S EFET A S (P L) KRES o *ff{’/;f P p R LG -
In 2003-2017, Sir T. L. hosted a Radio Television Hong Kong radio programme, “Yang Ti-liang Mail Box”,
teaching English grammar and answering questions on his website.
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£ arsL > ~ ¥ 578§ o (Dr. The Honorable Dato Seri Paduka Sir Ti-Liang Yang, Kt, GBM,
SPMB, HonLLD (PolyHK), HonDLitt (HKU), HonLLD (CUHK), FCIArb, LLB (UCL), J.P.) (1929 & 6
P30 p-2023 & 6 7 24 p) EFFEFMmALR 0 0 1983-1984 £ REE A B ALY 49 EAAK 0§ PR
Ty r;@,, P oo HReg Y - TR B e < 2 1930 E 4B A mﬁ,w
AR > BT 1936-1937 £ RALE - %21 (The Honourable William Ngartse Thomas Tam,
OBE,JP) # =2 F » 1939 # 3% 17Tp 2 1941 & 11 * 13p=EdkE2i2h ?5? ol N

BBl F A2 1950 & > $ﬁ7”12)§1-ﬂ2@]fﬂ'~3g_}1
g op 1997 & 77 1 pA - EFABLES Y FL Lo
LAV RELFTEN-BRFRAEA IS L E o

AR R FERLRLIREEE R 30 &Rk X ?3*—1 (Sir Run Run Shaw) (4 #¢ 4 #4+ 1966-1967
ERAEL) >3 1998 EE R &> WHESIAMEZ AR SF €N 2012 £ o 15 0 AR
Q012 E L - AHEEEL 0 T 2018 E A KBt F g IRIF 12 5% 2k -

T F eI AT AFAFERE B L RIRIAHA > B B 6 MRS T RE D R
Pﬁiii?&af@?]i PRF: ~ FAFE B o R IRIF S PRCH ¢ > B30 F EEE I~ '*‘ EEEIEFFA
IR AR R IRk MARURAS ~ BARART 2 RE IR vk e

AR FERRELLF R LAT EH (International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement )
B3k 190 B R FRSHRE A R ra“ A2 51986 & > Ry T R (RotaryAward
for World Understanding)+ =+ 3 W% 4 g (International Committee of the Red Cross) » 11 % §53%
¢ LRBEEFERPFED B E DA lg A EKEH 0 R H B ﬁujﬁ.{r:};‘ré%fi}:@% ERFAE AR P L DY
(The Geneva Conventions) si73 A 44 o

l ‘\ PROUD TO BEA

ROTARIAN
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—E o FPEEER) o wmFETZ S ) AR PR 5 5 7 iy 2 @ (The China Navigation
Company) s, § 7% 1932 £ 2 Z x5 JJ— {7 (Butterfield & Smre) Bt s ‘a; 4\ FEABRGREDERY
2o B RPEFFIEFEE SRR B LG IEFERAIAS P o I SRR %Uéiﬁ—ér v B F
2 ¥+ s FIg 4]+ F (St Mary’s Hall) -

e S & ~ 3@ F X8 ~ £ (St. John’s University) ¥ £ 3% > 1946 & 3 1949 & i3 3 ;2 &> X+ 3
gl £+ § ;2 §e(Soochow University Law School) - & #1118 » £ Bl& p R85 FERels 2
i AXNE X ERGI E F 1 (University College London) #4523 2 & > 3 1953 B oy L
FlE8-EE 5% & 1954 20§ 2FF(Grays Inn) ¥4 &~ 2FFF - 1988 ## 3 f*gﬂw‘ﬁ]!,b;}y-
4 {4 tE % 2 L (Honourary Bencher) - 175 3¢+ £ F 2 Frafex han@ i f > 3 1989 &
EEpa KL > 7 1991 #AE 6 G ek € (Bentham Association) ¢ £ o 1745128 1963 &
I 1964 # # = i5 37~ & (University of London) ;% 5. 28#* & £ ¢ (Rockefeller Foundation)# 7 f > * *¢
1990 & = % & WaF3F # $ (7 & ¢ (Chartered Institute of Arbitrators) Fix ¢ L -
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N
P

WHEREE 1950 E w34k o At R REe L 2 BRI 0T o Gp § PR T AT AR
o RSB ERED LG MNP R L2 TEFEZIRRD P& L (Chief Justice Sir
Michael Joseph Patrick Hogan, CMG, QC)#%EL& e 3 1956 F 67 o RN BT B 0 ER
FHF 53 1963 &= TI% BFRHT o AKX PHEA BT AT L p 1963 £ 3 1964 Ezéif':fécf‘j—ﬁ
63~ §iEry 2 227 7 & I (Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, University of London)# = % 5 3&
BRAEEF TR B ,—wxEF— £ Eg o

B AE R P TR S R T o & 1966 EepEiz o ¥ 2 T4 HBPEL R ER
iﬁgJiﬁ°jﬁé?%%%;%%$’@*ﬁwgﬁiﬁg¢ﬁ°é;w%-ﬁ B
AT WY L1970 EHEE Tk Y 2 RELR R E R ]
- pFnd B % o el E g m ﬁk"@*<EIWZEMEr—i;:EﬁQﬁ§i§§

)6»
<
& 3
(H}

w1975 & 2 7 1T p o BRI JIL S E Rl TGS DR ERD 59’]‘}2! (Peter Fitzroy
Godber) - 7 B & § & A4 B - o +ﬁ—9%%w’§@@1@§m%$ T & £ 0 R
ﬁﬂﬁ§$§é%ﬁﬁﬁogﬁ§5%ﬁ FLZONAEFELTS i?@vﬁﬁiiﬁ—ﬁi’ﬂ
RGN A o 3 1980 & 0 s x ER /;E\Jifj-i ERdREEERALLE  MALEDRRFRIERG
(John MacLennan) pd TP TREAEE TR ME T Ei L 6L R A REEEINAY

AR R

21981 & > FABHREL T 5 AR > 3 18T ER A L R p ek 2 1988 30 5 AP
B RE w2 &2 (Hong Kong Governor Sir David Wilson)4& 5 = » 1§42 5% 4% 5 %@ pr & L (Sir
Denys T. E. Roberts) » 1 iz5 A4%a (1992 #:2 2 TH R A2 F ) » *: édé\ﬁ'*iﬁ-'! kg ¥
PR ABR B A o PR A »W%ﬂhw’u@ﬁgéﬁpﬁ%%P%Q%EVﬁééﬁﬁﬁ
(Brunei Darussalam) & @ 2 fx g A <2 F o e p 4R T Tt » R prafd BEpF sl iz o 7
P FABHER A 1988 B 5 P 24 p F R A R R ek 0 31993 &# 5 0 16 p Az o
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BE BAARERAEDZINML 1997 2 A ST (Ar2) g > THEAEFYVIARTAL
/vavaiﬁgﬁa\'ﬁ °

1997 # 77 1P Ab#5FrEicfr=2187 A » JHEEL S f‘TI,F
R FaEERt 1998 &3 2002 &ﬁpﬁ%#@g Y S A CLEN
1999 & 2 2004 = # & > ]hzg Plf}%ff{é\%‘% 2h 4 ﬁ g__.ﬁ

2

SRR e g
é TP RAEF AL -

%ﬂ}g.

Rird bk

Kf L F g P,fgiﬁﬁi@ %fﬁxﬁﬁ,ﬁ;@ﬁgﬂ oﬁmw‘l?mlu?ofgéﬁfw'Ba‘;»‘_/q%'%“gétﬂ
X 3 LB (WolfCub)(= +&# &g 25§ 41%’ CubScout | ) > 1973 #42R7+4 & & & % ¢ (The
ScoutAssoc1at10nofHongKong) NEF B o 1978 £ 1 1988 £ B A1 iE £ F g £ > 1988 £ 1 1998 =
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1998 # £ # & % & & & # % 2% (World Organization of the Scout Movement )= 3 ; ' % * T X8 F &
B ﬁ‘i’ffﬁv T2 RR%: BFH BN R%T | (Asia- Pacific Regional Award for Distinguished
Service to International Scouting) » M %4 J # k462 L~ Fa EFHAZ Y ?rf% o

¥ - C WABRRY T 0k 523 € (Against Child Abuse) § £ (1982-1986) ; 4 % ¥ ¢
(Hong Kong Society for the Rehabilitation of Offenders) e+ 4 ; % & /% ¥ y & B (Hong Kong Sea
Cadet Corps) &1 /# & % o

PRIA% 2R

WABIRHAL ¢ 01 BIRFS > RAL AR TARRL - p 1970 #4204 - B3 FHEN R ERROEIHIH
¥ ¥ =4 &% ¢ £ Fx(Hong Kong Baptist College) & % : %4 & 7 ¢ = & (The Chinese University of
Hong Kong) » £z # AA#F F(Chung Chi College) g % » S 2 F Rl A > W2 ~FREEFH o p
1979 #4= > 5 77 &4 &~ & & ¢ (Court of the University of Hong Kong) = & ¥ o &7 # e 1 2

HRERTD R e NE A ER FRTRMBHE--~F 221 k5 Fert | ¢ (University
and Polytechnic Grants Commlttee)——*“ 1978 # g =iz L B > £ 198] #1 1984 £ R - &

BECABFIRTFLIFIRN o ;/ﬁl EISNE S A BRI RN ER U | N T R L BN g 63
(City Polytechnic of Hong Kong)r&# ; A #3231 ¥ (Hong Kong Polytechnic) B % & 347 5 4 £ %

g*h@p%Z?M%ﬁ'é%’?&i9%§h,éﬁﬂ?ﬂ%*:f?h‘%ﬁﬁiéﬁﬁiﬁt
AR o B BT R MRV frie - H L FF AT B 0 SLBE 4 Apa E o

WHET B TRERE, #ivéé“* FREK7op-Ltale oy g2t izt
BT o 5 A BHEE R T f AP E R <2 p e & (Lord Denning) 4 52 &k o
1985 # 1 2001 # £ =4k = ?fizﬁ-i R ¢ (Council of the University of Hong Kong) 2 & » # % 1994
#3200 ##EEZ<FRER 2000 # > 2EEREFUE > B S T3 AR R 2 2006
# 5 x4 % o ® + & (Open University of Hong Kong)At ¢ # 8 %2 #c4% o p 2009 & 4= > 4642
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