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Hong Kong Rotarian Sir Shiu-Kin Tang

Entrepreneur and Philanthropist
By Herbert K. Lau (%¥]#xl=2) (Rotary China Historian)
15 December 2018

Dr. The Honourable Sir Shiu-Kin Tang (8% & %= & 1 ), Kt, CBE, KStJ, HonLLD (HKU), JP,
(21 March 1901-19 June 1986) was an Active Member of the Rotary Club of Hong Kong (% i#
#* #4+) with the Classification: “Finance--Chinese Native Banking” when he was the General
Manager of his family business The Tang Tin Fook Bank (% % 4542%.) located at No.171
Queen’s Road Central, Hong Kong, in the 1930s. He was a Hong Kong entrepreneur and
philanthropist. In 1933, Tang co-founded Kowloon Motor Bus (4 #i1# (-4 == ) 3 2
2 #). He sit on the chair of the Board of Directors and concurrently chief superintendent
of the bus fleet for decades. Tang is known through the public service institutions he funded
and founded in Hong Kong, many of which bear his name. He served also as chairman of
both Tung Wah Hospital (& i‘j‘éﬁ %) and Po Leung Kuk (% 2 ).
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Tang was born in Hong Kong into a wealthy family. His father was Tang Chi-Ngong (%
% ¥), JP, owner of The Tang Tin Fook Bank. His mother Cheung Shun-Wan (3 "8 4+) was
fourth wife and he was the second of four brothers. He attended Queen’s College (2 =3 Fx)
and St. Stephen’s College (¥ X #% ¥ % [+) during his teenage.

During the Battle of Hong Kong, Tang was almost killed by Japanese forces in Happy
Valley on 23 December 1941, two days before the fall of the Colony. He, along with two other
businessmen, was drafted to serve on the Hong Kong Reserve Police Force and found in
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possession of helmets and trench coats. Along with other civilians and Nationalist Chinese
officials, he was bayonetted by the soldiers and dumped into a drainage ditch.

It is estimated that in his lifetime Tang contributed at least HK$100 million (amounts at
that time) for worthy causes.

Sir Shiu-Kin’s eldest grandson, born to the only son of his “first concubine”, was David
Tang (#% -\ 4#), founder of the “Shanghai Tang”(_} /% #%) fashion chain, though Sir Shiu-Kin
early on ejected the whole family with very little financial support, according to David Tang.
David Tang was promoted from Officer (OBE) to Knight Commander of the Most Excellent
Order of the British Empire (KBE) in the 2008 New Year Honours. He was also honoured
by the French Government in 1995 as Chevalier de I'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres.

Honours

(1) 9 August 1929 — Appointed Unofficial Justice of the Peace for Hong Kong by Hong Kong
Governor Sir Cecil Clementi

(2) 1934 -- Appointed by George V, King of the United Kingdom and the British Dominions,
and Emperor of India, Member of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (MBE)

(3) 1934 — Decorated Officer of The Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St. John of
Jerusalem (OStJ) by King George V

(4) 1935 -- Decorated King George V Silver Jubilee Medal by the British Government

(5) 1937 — Decorated King George VI Coronation Medal by the British Government

(6) 1949 -- Appointed by George VI, King of the United Kingdom and the Dominions of the
British Commonwealth, Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (OBE)

(7) 1949 — Decorated Silver Donat’s Badge of The Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St.
John of Jerusalem by King George VI

(8) 1952 — Decorated Commander of The Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St. John of
Jerusalem (CStJ) by Queen Elizabeth II

(9)1957 -- Appointed by Elizabeth II, Queen of the United Kingdom and other
Commonwealth realms, Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire
(CBE)

(10) 1961 — Conferred Doctor of Laws honoris causa by the University of Hong Kong

(11) 1962 —Decorated Knight of Justice of The Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St.
John of Jerusalem (KStJ) by Queen Elizabeth II

(12) 1964 -- Appointed Knight Bachelor by Elizabeth II, Queen of the United Kingdom and
other Commonwealth realms

(13) 1967 — Decorated Badge of Honour by The British Red Cross Society

(14) 1978 — Decorated Silver Dragon Award by The Scouts Association of Hong Kong, Chief
Scout Sir Crawford Murray MacLehose (% & % & %44 & 32;% & 1), in recognition of
meritorious service of more than 20 years of supporting to the Hong Kong Scouting.

(15) Shiu Kin Lane — a short lane at Morrison Hill, Hong Kong, is named after Sir Shiu-Kin.
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THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG

Congregation 1961

Mr. Tang Shiu-Kin
Doctor of Laws honoris causa

Your Excellency, there stands before you a man whose philanthropy is like the evergreens
which it is his hobby to grow in his garden at home---its branches widespread, its flowers are
usually hidden from view, and it is perennial. Mr. Tang Shiu-Kin is a man who delights in
anonymous benefaction, who believes that charity, having begun at home, should not end
there but extend outside in all directions.

He was born in Hong Kong sixty years ago, and was educated at both Queen’s and St.
Stephen’s Colleges. In the late twenties he joined forces with his father, the late Mr. Tang
Chi-Ngong, in helping the University make provision for the teaching of Chinese language
and literature. The father donated the money for building the School of Chinese Studies
which bears his name, while the son took an active part in raising funds from the Chinese
community to endow it. Since then Mr. Tang has contributed anonymously to the
University on many occasions, and has given timely help to various University projects. His
membership of the University Court dates back to 1933, the same year in which he founded
the Kowloon Motor Bus Company, of which he has been Chairman and Managing Director
ever since. It was Mr. Tang who initiated the Grantham Scholarship Fund, heading the list
of donations as he has headed so many others. His interest in education is further
exemplified by his membership of the Councils or Committees of St Stephen’s College, St.
Paul’s Co-educational College, and the Aberdeen Trade School.

His other main interest has been in the social welfare of the people of Hong Kong. The
Violet Peel Health Centre, or Polyclinic as it is now called, came into being in 1935 through
his munificence and leadership in raising funds from among his Chinese friends; likewise the
Maureen Grantham Health Centre at Tsuen Wan, and the extension to this in 1954. In the
thirties, he founded the Hong Kong Women’s International Club, which he continues to
support to this day. At the age of twenty three he was the youngest ever Director of the Tung
Wah Hospital ever to be appointed. Five years later, in 1928, he was elected Chairman, and
in that year the construction of the Tung Wah Eastern Hospital commenced. He became a
Director of the Po Leung Kuk in 1927, and its Chairman in 1932; it was during his tenure of
that office that the Kuk moved to its present site in Leighton Road. The range of his activities
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in social welfare may further be gauged by the following: he is an Honorary Vice-President of
the British Red Cross Society in Hong Kong; an Honorary Vice-President of the Boy Scouts
Association; a Council and Executive Committee member of the St. John Ambulance
Association and Brigade; an Executive Committee member of the Nethersole Hospital; a
Trustee and Committee member of the Street Sleepers’ Shelter Society; a Committee member
of the Hong Kong Society for the Protection of Children, and of St. Christopher’s Home, Taipo;
and he acts as Adviser to the Tung Wah Group of Hospitals, the Hong Kong Juvenile Care
Centre, the Confucian Society, and the Chung Sing Benevolent Society. He is also a member
of the Chinese Temples Committee and of the General Chinese Charities Fund Committee by
special appointment of H.E. the Governor. He has served as a member of the District Watch
Force Committee from 1928 to 1941, and as a member of the Urban Council for four years.
He has also served as Magistrate, and in 1929 was appointed an Unofficial Justice of the Peace.

These services to the community, as constant and as manifold over the years as those of
his buses in Kowloon, have brought just recognition and reward. He was designated a
Member of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (MBE) in 1934, an Officer of that
Order in 1949, and finally Commander in 1957. In the Venerable Order of the Hospital of
St. John of Jerusalem he has become successively Associate Officer in 1934, and Associate
Commander in 1952. In 1949 his Order awarded him the Silver Donat’s Badge, the second
time only that this has been awarded in Hong Kong. His services to the University, though
less well-known to the public, are just as numerous as those to the community at large, and
therefore, Your Excellency, to his civic laurels, figuratively if not botanically, the University
has pleasure in adding the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Laws honoris causa.

Citation written and delivered by Professor D. Barker, MA, DPhil, the Public Orator of
the University.

Hong Kong Government Information Services

Daily Information Bulletin, Monday, January 24, 1977

Governor lays foundation stone of MacLehose Dental Centre

A further four school dental clinics, two in Kowloon and two in the New Territories, will
be constructed as Hong Kong’s Dental Conservation Service gets into its stride, the Governor,
Sir Murray MacLehose, said today.



Speaking at the Foundation Stone Laying Ceremony of the MacLehose Dental Centre in
Morrison Hill, he said, however, that this programme could not be implemented without the
necessary number of trained dental nurses and hygenists.

Sir Murray said that the nine-storey Dental Centre would be ready in 12 months’ time.
“It was in this Centre,” he added, “that dental nurses and dental hygenists would be trained
so that they might staff the Dental Conservation Service for primary school children.”

Sir Murray said the first intake of dental nurses and dental hygenists would be next year
and the Scheme would start in 1980.

The Governor was convinced that the Service would be of the greatest benefit to the
dental health of the younger generation.

“Taken together with the new School of Dentistry now being planned in the Hong Kong
University, it has wide implications for the development of dental services in Hong Kong,” he
stressed.

In conclusion, Sir Murray said that time and again, the development of medical services
in Hong Kong had benefited from donations from Sir Shiu-Kin Tang.

A number of medical projects in the vicinity, such as Tang Shiu Kin Hospital and the
Tang Chi Ngon Specialist Clinic, were built with his contributions, the Governor said.

“On this occasion, he has again donated generously towards the cost of building not only
this Centre but also the Dental Nurse Training School and the School Children’s Dental Clinic
within it,” he added.

Speaking at the same ceremony, the Director of Medical and Health Services, Dr. K. L.
Thong, said the use of dental nurses to provide routine preventive dental care among the
school population had proved to be most successful in many countries and “there is every
reason to believe that in the circumstances of Hong Kong will also be able to enjoy the benefits
of such a scheme.”

He thanked Sir Shiu-Kin for his donation which, together with the accrued interest,
amount to more than HK$1.75 million.

Dr. Thong pointed out: “Dental care services for school children particularly at an early
age is recognized to be a most appropriate way of introducing dental service to a community
where it will do most good and at reasonable costs.”

“Here is an area where young receptive minds will be able to absorb dental health
education and be inculcated with good dental habits early in life,” he said. “Also regular
dental examination and simple conservative treatment including orthodontic can be easily
carried out by properly trained nurses under the supervision of dental officers.”

Dr. Thong said that initially the Scheme would be available to children entering primary
school in a given year and thereafter it would be progressively extended to include children
entering primary school in subsequent years.



1978 # 3 7 28 p—-#HE G L BT EET L FIZ T P X LG FTF R ERFGEH G EE A
28 March 1978 -- Sir Shiu-Kin Tang performing a topping-out ceremony on the roof of the MacLehose

Dental Centre to mark the completion of the building structure in Morrison Hill, Wan Chai.
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Remarkable Community Services
(1) 1924-1925 — Director of Tung Wah Hospital
(2) 1927-1928 — Director of Po Leung Kuk
(3) 1928-1929 — Chairman of the Board of Directors, Tung Wah Hospital
(4) 1928-1941 — Member of District Watch Force Committee
(5) 1932-1933 — Chairman of the Board of Directors, Po Leung Kuk
(6) 1933-1986 — Member of the Court, The University of Hong Kong
(7) 1934-1964 — Member, Chinese Temples Committee
(8)1937-1941 — Appointed Member, Hong Kong Urban Council
(9) 1977-1986 — Chairman, Association of Chairmen of the Tung Wah Group of Hospitals
(10) Honorary Vice-President of the British Red Cross Society in Hong Kong
(11) Honorary Vice-President of the Boy Scouts Association Hong Kong Branch
(12) Council and Executive Committee member , Hong Kong St. John Ambulance Association
(13) Executive Committee member of the Nethersole Hospital
(14) Trustee and Committee member of the Street Sleepers’ Shelter Society
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(15) Council member of the Hong Kong Society for the Protection of Children
(16) Council member of St. Christopher’s Home, Tai Po
(17) Council member of St Stephen’s College
(18) Council member of St. Paul’s Co-educational College
(19) Council member of Aberdeen Trade School
His Name is Remembered
There are more than 40 items named after Rotarian Tang Shiu-Kin in the community:
(A) Charitable Funds
(1) Sir Shiu Kin Tang Educational Trust
(2) Tang Shiu Kin and Ho Tim Charitable Fund
(3) Po Leung Kuk Tang Shiu Kin Charitable Fund
(B) Medical and Health Institutions
(1) Tang Shiu Kin Hospital
(2) Tang Shiu Kin Dental Clinic
(3) Tang Shiu Kin School Dental Clinic
(4) Tang Shiu Kin Dental Therapist Training School
(5) Tung Wah Hospital Tang Shiu Kin Outpatient Department
(C) Educational Institutions
(1) Sheng Kung Hui Tang Shiu Kin Secondary School
(2) Tung Wah Group of Hospitals Tang Shiu Kin Primary School
(3) Tang Shiu Kin Victoria Government Secondary School
(formerly “Tang Shiu Kin Victoria Technical School” from 1979 to 1997)
(4) Hong Kong Western District Women’s Welfare Association
Tang Shiu Kin Primary School (now closed)
(D) Youth Service Agencies
(1) Hong Kong Sea Cadet Corps Tang Shiu Kin Nautical Centre
(2) Tang Shiu Kin Scout and Guide Centre
(jointly owned by The Scout Association of Hong Kong and
The Hong Kong Girl Guides Association)
(3) The Scout Association of Hong Kong Tang Shiu Kin Building
(demolished, formerly headquarters of the Hong Kong Island Scout Region 1978 -2012)
(4) Hong Kong St. John’s Ambulance
Sheng Kung Hui Tang Shiu Kin Combined Cadet Division
(5) Hong Kong Road Safety Association Sir Shiu-Kin Tang Building
(E) Sports Facilities
(1) Sai Kung Tang Shiu Kin Sports Ground
(2) Tuen Mun Tang Shiu Kin Sports Ground
(3) North Kwai Chung Tang Shiu Kin Sports Centre
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1965 # 8 / — RS S (F 2T F) 4T F 0 2 B4 E o AR EL S T g
August 1965 -- Family Photo: (from left) Daughter Yvonne Tang, Lady Tang,
Sir Shiu-Kin Tang and son Richard Tang.
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1964 # 37 187 — #ERFEL (Z22) g2 AFEL 2 (L 2) i FEELFEEIBERLFG -
18 March 1964 -- Sir Shiu-Kin Tang (L2) and Lady Black (R2) officiate at the

foundation stone laying ceremony for the Hong Kong Red Cross Headquarters Building.



1965 # —— K EF= [z NBRFRPRE T AL 3 g A FEREL R -
1965 -- Sir Shiu-Kin Tang, Permanent Advisor of the Tung Wah Group of Hospitals,
officiated at the Autumn Sacrifice Ceremony at the Man Mo Temple.

1978 & 1 7 23 p — 5 il frE B 7L F7 BEL &L (2) AR FE=rR-4%¢ -
23 January 1978 -- Sir Shiu-Kin Tang and Sir Arthur John Archer (left), Commander British Forces,
at a Tung Wah Group of Hospitals luncheon. (Getty Images)
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1979 # 9 7 7P —FBLFFEZFEL (2 2) AFFHETR 1 FEREAL Y - FHETHEL/ZF -
7 September 1979 -- Hong Kong Governor Sir Murray MacLehose (L2) presided over the foundation stone
laying ceremony of Tang Shiu Kin Victoria Technical School, accompanied by Sir Shiu-Kin Tang (L1).
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1982 # 11 * 19p — 3 Hfg A L @ PETEL (2) pf et Fgaat gt 3
FRELFEEATLFLGFER LT B FRIRIBET -
19 November 1982 -- Sir Shiu-Kin Tang (left) pinning the British Red Cross Voluntary Medical Service Medal
for Sir Run Run Shaw, the President of the Hong Kong Red Cross, in its annual general meeting.

These 2 Knights Bachelor were Hong Kong Rotarians.

10



1978 # 4 7 10 p —#EZFL G FERT XD ERERHEL A FRFL P I R o
10 April 1978 -- Sir Shiu-Kin Tang speaking at the opening ceremony of the

Hong Kong Road Safety Association Sir Shiu-Kin Tang Building. (Getty Images)
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External view of the Hong Kong Road Safety Association Sir Shiu-Kin Tang Building
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1983 # 3 0 26 p —#EFHL BAITFATIXEFRIFZIEJ & hd L jffei &9 HF -
26 March 1983--Sir Shiu-Kin Tang unveils a bust of himself and a commemorative plaque at the recently

refurbished outpatients department of the Tung Wah Hospital. (Getty Images)

2018467 28P —— 7k4° RBWEFTHELZFHA RS~ B HFEE/FZFHF
BRELREFERFENRET & P IR G TR F o ERa L g F gop g (7)) fot og5e 5 (2 3)
28 June 2018 -- In memory of the late Sir Shiu-Kin Tang and expressing gratitude to his family’s continuous

support to the Hong Kong Police Force, the Police College held the annual Display of the Mace Ceremony.
Sir Shiu-Kin’s children Mr. Richard Tang (C) and Ms. Yvonne Tang (L3) were present at the ceremony.
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Vi HAFA R ER L% 1t 82 (Sir Edward Youde) ~ & &= feff £ 4 2 RIZsbfru@ &
o FETEMAr S 1130 AR Td FESERER }iqtf»fé;if_@é ok o BT
L2300 A M K F AL R A #% P B & L (Dato’ Seri Paduka Sir Denys Tudor
Emil Roberts) ~ # JJ:\?’é‘;i_lin%iawi(&rDawdAkers-Jones) D A AL ET A o RN Y=
2§ i@ & L (Sir Michael Graham Ruddock Sandberg) ~ % A /5% % &L ~ mf7gcz 2 7 &
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AP L L
[@a}gramiwaﬁ%ﬁﬁo

WMETGLRFRELE - J ARERPIGE REGEE A BT EARBYFIIF -3 F

ProogFuld 8 R A BEEREGILE S RF X L ENEL-

s
(1) (1934 &) ZREI iz £ 272 % Ak % R 28 F (Member of the Most

Excellent Order of the British Empire (MBE) )

(2) (1934 #) #FRAL izipd £ 427 MRFA FOBFRAT FRZEBT 285 (Officer

of The Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St. John of J erusalem (0OStd))

(3) (1935 #) & Wrchrs M1 ZinI £ 4UER % (King George V Silver Jubilee Medal)
(4) (1937 #) #= Rrcfes M3 e~ ¥ 4 L #F (King George VI Coronation Medal)
(5) (1949 #) =RRA I s £ 425 * &= % W& g4 F 28 % (Officer of the Most Excellent

Order of the British Empire (OBE))

(6) (1949 #) BRRZ mip> 427 PR KL 2 FOmFIRALE R FHREEB AT
(Silver Donat’s Badge of The Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St.J ohn of Jerusalem )
(T (1952 &) & @A 2 #iyd - &1 MK F FO#mFrray s FHREREBD LR
( Commander of The Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St. John of J erusalem (CStd))
(8) (1957 #) mR~ 1 iz ifj’jw ZHE BT X EF PRSP 4 g5 (Commander of the Most

Excellent Order of the British Empire (CBE) )

(9) (1961 &) A~ Frs ¢ BZEHELIE >

(10) (1962 &) &= @A 3 =47 e - £ 4%27 PRHE F FOwFIRALEA FHREEABD 5L E
% (Knight of Justice of The Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St. J h of Jerusalem

(KStJ))

(11) (1964 =) =W+ =2 ;jk-fls,*f; ZH 4 T g = &2 (Knight Bachelor)

(12) (1967 #) ERi=+F g7 ERER

(13) (1977 &) # &3 B {44 ~ WF #3273 &L (Sir Murray MacLehose) %+ 8U#F # 3 >
AP L b ERHA R BER L

(14) Ex2 — 2R R ARY Leavgds > WRETEL S L o

17



BN

(1) (1924 #-1925 &) K EFrev + £ 405 (1928 £-1929 &) L EFrs hi iR
<m<nw7&—um8&>lﬁh%ﬂvn&gm.<1%2& 1933 &) wRApHIY ELR
(3) (1928 £-1941 &) B &

M)G%SEJ%GE)é%*ﬁﬁE

(5) (1934 #1964 &) E4 3% R ¢ % F

(6) (1937 £-1941 &) & 5o 4 33k A

(7) (1977 £-1986 &) A F= kiR ¢ 1A

IRy 3

ﬂz"##%ﬁiﬁ%&gg‘fﬁ_& kK IF ; )\jﬂ.gtiﬁl—g 1 u»%,rgggxé%rmi# 40 77 7&%“‘ "#inz

A S AN
D) 2L 44
(1) BET & iﬁ
(2) WmERF; T
(3) B2 kg
(B) ¥4 w2 i
(D) #ETFr
(2) BEZT T #81
(3) BESFZ 7 L
(4) BETI sk P RE R
(5) AEFRFMETF L
(C) &+ i
(1) gy &
(2) KRE=Z P ET | &
(3) MET RS LT =28 (1979 £#-1997 &# "TmERa s JILT1 8k )
(4) BT REEINERET | E (S HP)
(D) # & R
(D AT+ EMEELTHTELY
(2) MEZTILFH? C(FRLIARELARLITRELERAE)
(3) ABFTAREWMET AR ( 379w BT HB G ¥ 1978 £-2012 # %3%)
(1) BEFQRKGHELIRART2EMETRELY L
(5) ABREF > E¢METEL AR
(E) v %%
(1) & FamEgEs
(2) A RETER
(3) A i mEGTHT

kB g
-\1\{_\\.
e
&>

G K SRS

B
G

M}‘ ci%v

B
B
&3

18



