elugees
and
human
rights

by Karl L. Stumpf

GERMAN NOVELIST Heinrich Boll, commenting on the
estimated 16 million refugees in the world, calls our era ““the
century of refugees and prisoners.” The 1981 Nobel Peace
Prize, awarded to the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees, underscores what has been de-
scribed as an “unfortunate reality” of our time. This is the
second Peace Prize awarded to the UNHCR, appropriate no-
tice of the Commission’s work, yet a sombre recognition that
the refugee problem is more serious now than in the years fol-
lowing World War I1. (In 1954, the Commission received the
Peace Prize for its work in resettling the refugees of postwar
Europe.)

In the following article, adapted from a speech to the
Rotary Club of Kowloon, Hong Kong, Karl L. Stumpf dis-
cusses the global refugee problem, but focuses on the par-
ticular situation in Hong Kong, site of many refugee camps.
Rotarian Stumpf, a past president of the Rotary Club of
Kowloon and 1980 recipient of the Hong Kong Citizen of the
Year Award, encourages individual Rotarians to do more to
alleviate the suffering of the boat people and to help them end
their ““agony of waiting” for new homes.

—THE EDITORS

THE BEGINNING of the last decade was marked by one of
the worst refugee crises in modern times—the exodus to
India in 1971 of over nine million inhabitants of East Paki-
stan, which was later to become Bangladesh. The decade
ended with another tragedy: the influx of about one million
refugees from Kampuchea (Cambodia), Laos, and Vietnam.
There are more refugees in the world today than ever
before. This sobering fact is better understood when it is
recalled that 20 years have passed since World Refugee
Year—a year which marked an international crusade of
goodwill to tackle what was then already a problem of
worldwide significance. It is a sad reality that by far the
majority of today’s refugees are from Third World countries,
and there seems little likelihood their numbers will dimin-
ish in the near future.

Despmr, anxzety, fear, and a modicum of hope are reflected in the
faces of these Indo-Chinese refugees, wrenched from their homes
and awaiting resettlement in a strange new environment.

For many people, the 1979 refugee scene will best be
remembered by the emotive words “boat people” and “Kam-
puchea.” It was the plight of the Vietnamese leaving Viet-
nam in perilously small, unseaworthy vessels and the-thou-
sands of fleeing Kampucheans both within the country and
in Thailand that caught the world’s headlines. The fact
remains, however, that the Indochina refugees form only a
fraction of the total world refugee population which now
stands at the frightening figure of 16 million homeless,
uprooted people:

Africa 4 million refugees
Asia 7 million

Europe 0.2 million

Latin America 1 million

Middle East 3 million

The international community struggles for solutions but
finds it harder to do more than respond on an ad hoc basis to
the most immediate needs. At the same time, the long-term
implications of the worldwide refugee movements are
becoming increasingly complex.

The influx of refugees is a serious threat and a source of in-
stability to already unstable Third World governments. The
rich Western world, contending with its own economic
stress, is less and less welcoming to refugees who need work,
shelter, schooling for their children, and rightful considera-
tion of their ethnic differences.

Various international conferences have stressed the need
for “burden-sharing” between countries. This plea applies
especially to finding a fair “distribution” pattern for
placement of refugees in countries of settlement. Countries
are now more aware that the problem of refugees is a global
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concern and can only be resolved at the international level.
Anything less, however important and useful, will be
inadequate to bring about a lasting solution.

The great increase in the number of refugees since
December 1978 was caused by the conflict between China
and Vietnam, the Vietnamese invasion of Kampuchea, and
the subsequent increase by Vietnam of its level of persecu-
tion and exploitation of its ethnic Chinese.

British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher proposed that
the United Nations convene a special meeting on the Indo-
chinese refugee problem. This was held in July 1979 in Gen-
eva and resulted in the doubling of pledges for international
resettlement. It increased the financial support to the United
Nations High Commissioner of Refugees, and UNHCR
received an offer from the Philippine Government for a site
to establish a refugee processing centre. Also, the Viet-
namese Government announced its intention to stem “il-
legal departures” from Vietnam. [Past R.I. President Rolf J.
Klarich, then president-elect, was an observer at this special
conference.—EDS.]

Some 38 countries have accepted Indochinese refugees for
permanent resettlement. Among them is the People’s Repub-
lic of China, which has accepted well over 250,000 ethnic
Chinese expelled from Vietnam. By the end of March 1980,
France had accepted over 62,000; Canada over 50,000; Aus-
tralia 37,000; Germany 20,000; Hong Kong 14,000; and the
United Kingdom 11,000. In absolute numbers, the United
States is the leading resettlement country. By the end of
) 1980, there were more than 300,000 Indochinese in the U.S.
Hong Kong, from the very start, viewed the exodus and
- temporary asylum of the Vietnamese refugees as a humani-
tarian problem. The ever-growing volume of boat refugees
in 1979 and the special needs of these people prompted the
creation of a strengthened governmental structure to
provide the needed extra efforts. It also required concerted
efforts from the public and voluntary agencies to provide a
temporary home to the Vietnamese boat refugees. The aim

was to provide for equitable programs of assistance and ser-
vices for all refugees accepted temporarily by Hong Kong.

With the growing seriousness of the refugee situation in
Hong Kong and the increasing number of boat refugees ex-
pected to arrive in Hong Kong, it became apparent that the
relatively informal coordination that had existed among
government departments, voluntary agencies, and the
UNHCR representative in Hong Kong would be inadequate
to perform the new task.

As the year 1979 ended, a number of committees had been
established, again reflecting Hong Kong’s determination to
treat the boat refugees primarily as people, as neighbours,
and as human beings with the same problems, hopes,and
frustrations that we all experience from time to time.

With the population of the various transit centres reaching
proportions not unlike those of small cities, it was clear that
certain basic amenities had to be established. Since the open-
ing of the various centres the agencies have implemented
numerous projects which have improved the quality of life
and have given inspiration and hope for the future to their
temporary residents.

The Hong Kong government, voluntary agencies, and the
community at large, in recognition of the “human right of
asylum,” made every possible effort to provide a reasonable,
basic standard of living for the Vietnamese refugees.

Yet, resettlement from Hong Kong has remained at a dis-
appointingly low level. (In other countries, refugee boats
have sometimes been pushed back into the sea and refugees
have been treated harshly.) The people of Hong Kong finally
came to the conclusion that by taking the Charter of Human
Rights seriously, by caring for the refugees and sharing with
them the little space available, Hong Kong was being pen-
alised. While Hong Kong has carried out its humanitarian
obligations to the full, a close look at the situation reveals
that the way of life in the makeshift, terribly congested
camps—where people are crammed into triple-tier bunks—
can be tolerated only for a limited period. But if the slow rate
of resettlement continues, many of the men, women and
children who crowded into Hong Kong refugee camps in
1981 will still be on the waiting list in 1982.

Are we ungrateful? We are not. We are thankful to those
countries which took refugees from Hong Kong. But we ask
them to alleviate the misery of those waiting in deprived
conditions, and to bring to a halt the ordeal of thousands of
innocent children who are missing everything that a child
needs to grow up in normal and healthy conditions.

The children—as is so often the case—are the particular
victims of man’s inhumanity to man.

The problems of refugees can be solved, and have been
solved. Yesterday’s refugees are not today’s refugees. The
wretched homeless thousands scattered across Europe at the
end of World War II are no longer wretched or homeless; the
masses of Zimbabweans who fled their country have reset-
tled. Durable solutions—whether through voluntary re-
patriation, local integration, or resettlement—have enabled
refugees to cease to be refugees.

It is true that Hong Kong in recent years has been

|continued on page 57
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Refugees [from page 41]

confronted with a large number of new
refugee situations, in fact refugee emer-
gencies, often succeeding each other at
an incredibly quick pace and affecting
thousands of people. This has created
the need to provide immediate emer-
gency assistance of all kinds.

However vital and necessary such
emergency assistance is, we should not
forget that these are provisional mea-
sures and not the actual objective. In
refugee matters the objective is reset-
tlement, finding a new home, a new na-
tionality. Resettlement and only reset-
tlement puts an end to the moral and
physical distress of the refugee and
provides him with the basis for a new
life.

Obviously, the problems of resettle-
ment are considerable and vary greatly
according to the geographic, cultural,
sociological, and psychological disloca-
tions between the refugee and the
country where he is being integrated. I
should like, however, to stress that,
apart from the economic, structure and
sociological factors, there is the human
element. The most challenging task is to
integrate human beings into a new
human environment.

I devoutly agree with a sentiment ex-
pressed several years ago, on the occa-
sion of the awarding of the Nansen
Medal for outstanding service to refu-
gees to the International Council of
Voluntary Agencies: “All the state sub-
sidies in the world will never be able to
replace the warmth of assistance ren-
dered by one individual, one human
being to another. Help given by the
state is usually anonymous and lacking
in human compassion. It is man alone
by his personal sacrifice, his personal
charity, who can really bring succour to
his neighbour in need. Without the in-
dividual who offers bread to the
hungry, who cares for the sick, who

brings help to the refugee, all assistance
is devoid of soul.”

May I close this essay by asking
members of my club and Rotary Inter-
national to participate actively in this
great humanitarian task by accepting
responsibility for even the most help-
less refugee, and to move the boat
refugees from Hong Kong in numbers
that will replace the agony of waitin
with a spirit of hope. 5

By the way [from page 16]
activities of District 699 (southeastern
Florida) in whatever way I can best
serve,” he says, “and I look forward to
seeing Rotary friends at conventions.”
Doug also expressed his regret at
leaving the Foundation “at a time when
it is opening up additional areas of ser-
vice and embarking in new directions—
a very exciting time in every respect.
“I envision a brilliant future for The
Rotary Foundation. It is constantly chal-
lenged to realize its objective: furthering
understanding and friendly relations
between peoples of different nations.
“Through its worldwide linkage, the
Foundation devotes its resources to
bringing together people of diverse
backgrounds. As long as Rotarians
remain willing and eager to perpetuate
these goals, it can only continue to gain
in strength and stature.”

HIS MONTH'’S Inside Rotary column

(page 46) is an account of a district
conference, told by a young Rotarian
experiencing a conference for the first
time. In one of those rare cases of per-
fect timing, a letter from Rotarian C.L.
“Duke” Duquaine of Madison, Wiscon-
sin, U.S.A., arrived as this issue was in
production.

The subject of Duke’s timely letter
was poetry—poetry with a purpose.
Duke “took advantage” of his 1966-67
term as Madison club president and
presented a poem to his fellow Rotari-
ans each week. The poems were usually
related to Rotary, a club activity, or a
guest speaker. Duke provided a sample
of his verse. By happy coincidence, it
was titled “The Rotary District Confer-
ence.” Duke writes that the poem was
circulated to all clubs of District 625,
read at many club meetings—and cred-
ited with improving attendance at the
1966-67 district conference.

As a complement to our Inside Rotary
column, and in the hope that Duke’s
poem will inspire greater attendance at
your district conference, we now present
selected verses from:

The Rotary District Conference

You'll broaden your horizons and

You'll cultivate new friends.

You'll gain an understanding of

The very latest trends.
A new appreciation of
The world of Rotary

S-ﬂlleﬂillg to Independence!

call

@ 800-257-7955
i for Free
Catalog*

One Hand Operation—Rear Hectric Drive

Fred Prosch wanted to keep his independence
after he stopped driving a car. He said he
needed safe, reliable transportation he could af-
ford. He found it. A CYCLE CHAIR, the New
Aluminum electric 3-wheeler that is different
and safer. Read what he says about it:

“I'm a senior citizen and use my CYCLE
CHAIR for local transportation. It's very com-
fortable, easy to operate, and has two safe
speeds—6 mph and 15 mph. | take it to the
slore, to the bank, the post office and also to
ride io just enjoy myself and get some fresh air.
| feel it's better than driving a car and much less
expensive, t00.”

"FOR A FREE CATALOG and limited time offter on
CYCLE CHAIRS, 3-Wheelers, and Electric Bike Motors
CALL TOLL FREE: B00-257-7955 (In N.J. 800-232-
6550). CALL NOW OR WRITE:

GENERAL ENGINES CO., PEDALPOWER DIV.

5740 Mantua Blvd., Sewell, New Jersey 08080
10 Day Trial and Money Back Guarantee

No. 522 Denim/Mesh No. 527 Blue Denim

No. 524 Mesh

No. 526 Cotton (Lined)

ADJUSTABLE CAPS

WITH EMBLEMS USE FOR:

Safety awards, incentive for production goals, product pro-
motion, advertisement, conventions, company picrics, trade
shows, altendance awards.
Choose the cap that fits your heed. Send us a copy of your
logo or a rough pencil sketch and we'll do the rest. Your
emblem expertly made and sewn on the best caps available.
Please furnish the following information:

o Style No. — _HowMany __
= Copyfor —
* Color Royal Blue, Navy Blue, Red,

Black, Orange, White, Goid, Keily Green, Brown.
Price includes one 1-color emblem sewn on frontof cap.
(MINIMUM ORDER — 72)

2 144 88 a3z 864 1728

$4.10 | $3.65 | $3.50 | $3.40 | $3.30 | $3.20
each each each each each

each
)
c ARDINA
CAP & JACKET CO. lam )
HIGHWAY 460-21 TOLL FREE
GRUNDY, VA 24614 800/336-0551
ALASKA, HAWAIi and VIRGINIA
CALL COLLECT 703/935-4545
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About the Author TEEREN
By Herbert K. Lau (%¥]#x]=) (Rotary China Historian) 1 June 2015

Reverend Karl Ludwig Stumpf (*5 I 4% 4 ), MBE, (21 September 1913 - 1 May 1987), ethnic
German, President 1964-1965 of the Rotary Club of Kowloon (4 #: 4 #4+), Hong Kong; a pastor of the
Lutheran World Federation and leader of its Hong Kong Branch (& # % & 7 4 B4t § JRA% el X);
Director of the Hong Kong Society for the Blind (4 /& 7 * # % € ); was recipient of 1980 Hong Kong
Citizen of the Year Award---an award recognizing his significant contribution to the welfare of Hong
Kong. Karl actively began his refugee services as early as in the 1950s, by providing resettlement and
adaptation supports for stateless Belarusians living in the Chinese mainland and the British Hong Kong,
as well as those Chinese refugees that poured into Hong Kong. In the late 1970s, Karl travelled to many
European countries seeking homes for Vietnamese displaced by the conflict of war. In 1985 the Hong
Kong Christian Aid for Refugees (% & & # ¥ *\ PR % i) registered as charity, providing feasible
supports to those Vietnamese refugees that were loitered in Hong Kong. His concern for the aged,
disabled, and the young had won him many honors, including Member of the Most Excellent Order of
the British Empire (M.B.E.) appointed by Queen Elizabeth II, United Kingdom, in January 1981.

Other than Rotary, Karl had also served the public as Chairman of the Preventive Education and
Publicity Sub-Committee of the Action Committee Against Narcotics, Hong Kong Government (% % <
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2 March 1979-- Sir Kenneth Fung Ping-Fan (right), a steward of the Royal Hong Kong Jockey Club, hands over keys of
two vans to Rev. Karl L. Stumpf, Director of the Hong Kong Society for the Blind. The vans are donated to the Society
by the Jockey Club. Karl L. Stumpf was President 1964-1965 of Kowloon Rotary Club while Sir Kenneth was President

1949-1950 of Hong Kong Rotary Club; Rotary International District 345 Governor 1961-1962. (Getty Images)
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Hundreds of thousand Vietnamese War refugees fleeing into Hong Kong by junk in 1969
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External and inside views of the refugee camp at Kai Tak



