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Architect Paul Prince Wiant -- President 1935-1936 of Foochow Rotary Club
By Herbert K. Lau (¥]#=c2) (Rotary China Historian)
1 May 2015

Architect Paul Prince Wiant and Mrs. Hallie Wiant

Paul Prince Wiant (5= 47 ), MAIA, BEng (Cincinnati), BSc (Ohio Wesleyan) (1887-1973) was
an American architect associated with the Methodist Episcopal Mission in Fukien (Fujian) (4% %4 )
and Taiwan (% /8 %4 ) provinces, Republic of China (* # % K]). Wiant served as the head of the
Union Architectural Service (#{r:£ # ¢%) (also known as the Foochow Architectural Bureau), which
was part of the Methodist Episcopal Mission. He was known for his extensive work in the Chinese
mainland and his role in the founding of Tunghai University (X ;# +~ £ ) in Taiwan in 1953.

As early as 1925, a small group of foreigners in Foochow had met and discussed the possibility
of organizing a Rotary Club. Each of them had visited Rotary clubs in other cities, and was eager
to see such a Club in Foochow (Fuzhou) (4%-"'). Nothing came of their hopes and it was not until
the spring of 1933 that the subject was again discussed by a group of those interested. While in
Shanghai (} ;#), in February 1933, Edward Harold Munson (F #t), Area Secretary of YMCA in
Foochow, attended the Shanghai Rotary Club (_} /& #* #4+) meeting, and met with a group of
Shanghai Rotarians to consider the possibility of organizing a Club in Foochow. Upon his return
to Foochow early in March, a group of 6 men met together, studied the situation, and decided to
proceed with the organization. In 1933 summer, under the guidance of Douglas C. Howland,
Asiatic Secretary of Rotary International, the Rotary Club of Foochow (4% “+ #* #;4+) was organized.
Wiant was one of the 24 charter members holding the Classification “Architecture Engineering”.
The Rotary Club of Foochow, organized on 21 June 1933, was elected to membership of Rotary
International on 31 July 1933, Charter #1913(b). The Club was the 8th Rotary Club formed in the
Republic of China, and was also the first Club formed in the province of Fukien. Later Wiant served
the Club as President in 1937-1938 (read his Club Report on the next 2 pages).
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TO THE CLUB SECRETARY:

Under direction club board of directors three copies
of this form should be filled out completely, The
original and one carbon should be returned promptly
to the governor—the other carbon is for the club files.

Purpose of the Report:

(a) To assist the district governor in discussing matters
of club administration with the board of directors
of the club on the occasion of his official visit.

REPORT FROM CLUB

DISTRICT GOVERNOR
ON

CLUB ADMINISTRATION %

(Plusc Iuavn this space blan} blank)
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(b) To aid the district governor in preparing his report
to the board of directors of Rotary International.

Rotary Club of Foochow

No. 1913 (B) T

(¢) To furnish the board of directors of Rotary Interna-

tional with information and data needed by it for

Q'por administration of R.l. in general.

T = — |
DistriciNo 8X ' YearcClub Organizod_lgaz_
No. of Members Now_ 29 Date of This Repowaﬁ

The following questions are based on the plan of operation followed by Rotary clubs generally:

I. Does the club meet regularly each week in the year?

Yes, but this year in August all
manbers. esked for leave.

.2. Does the board of directors meet regularly?

Monthly? Monthly
Fortnightly? x
Weakly?

X

3. Does the club assembly (members of the board and chairmen of
committees) meet pericdically?

Monthly?
Quarterly?

x
Querterly

4. Does the president appoint and instruct committees as outlined under
the aims and objects plan?

‘ Yes

5. Has the club president obtained from the secretariat suggestions

. for the help of the club committees?
Yes

6. Does each of the major committees (A. & O. and four associated
committees) report to the club at some regular meeting regarding
its work, accomplishments and plans?

Yes

7. Are the programs for the weekly meetings prepared at least a month
in advance?

Yes, we ususlly plenned our programg

for at least 2 to 3 months ehezd.

8. Are the programs for the weekly meetings planned so as to cover
(over the period of a year) the four service divisions of the pro-
gram of Rotary (club, vocational, international, community) ?

Yes

9. Does the club have any difficulty in planning and carrying out
interesting and constructive programs?

Yes

10. Is the form "Planning Club Meetings in Advance" (251) helpful
to the club in planning programs?

Very helpful

| %he program suggestions furnished by "The Rotarian" Magazine
helpful in planning club programs?

Yes

12. Does the club faithfully adhere to the classification principle of
membership?

Yes

13. Has the list of filled and unfilled classifications been brought up to
to date?

Yes

14. How many listed classifications remain unfilled?
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15. Does the club strive to maintain a steady membership growth?
Yes

16. How many members did the club lose during the past year?

6

17. Has the club refilled classifications of those members whom it lost
during the past year?

Refilled 3 only,

18. Is each new member specially welcomed into membership and given
special attention until he is well instructed in Rotary and has found
his place in the fellowship of the club?

Yes

19. Does the club give particular attention to visiting Rotarians?
Yes

20. Are the regulations respecting attendance enforced?

Yes

21. Was the club represented by both its president and its secretary at
the district assembly (meeting of all club presidents and secretaries
in- the district) ?

By proxy,

22. How many members of the club attended the last district con-
ference?

Nil

23. Was the club represented (by a delegate or a proxy) at the 1935
annual convention of R.l. held in Mexico City, Mexico?

By proxy--Mr. Gecrge Threadwell,

24. Does the club participate in at least one intercity meeting each
year?

Yes

25. Does the club send its bulletin
To the Secretary of R.L.?2
To the district governor?
To other interested clubs?

No Bulletin issued yet.
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26. How many honorary members have been continued by board action
this year (see Section I-b of Article IV, standard club constitution) ?

3

27. Please tell about any special practices or procedures followed by
your club.

28. Has the club any comments or suggestions to make concerning the
functioning of Rotary International?

29. Has the club any comments or suggestions to offer for the further
advancement of the Rotary movement?

30. Has your club yet sent in a subscription to "The Rotarian" and/or
"Revista Rotaria" for your local school and public libraries?

No
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The Story of Paul Prince Wiant

Paul Prince Wiant was a prominent American Methodist missionary, architectural engineer,
and linguist who dedicated nearly 40 years of service to China and Southeast Asia. He was known
for his work in the early 20th Century, particularly in town planning and surveying.

Wiant was born in the old brick house his great grandfather, Adam, had built 51 years earlier,
in Champaign County, Ohio, U.S.A. He was the son of William Allen Wiant and Loretta Hoak.

He attended Ohio Wesleyan University in Delaware, Ohio, and graduated in 1911 with a
Bachelor of Science degree cum laude. Three years later he received a degree in Civil Engineering
from the University of Cincinnati in 1914, and was elected to the honorary engineering fraternity of
Tau Beta Pi. Later he did graduate study in the School of Oriental Language at the University of
California, Berkeley. From 1936 throughout his life, he was Member of the American Institute of
Architects (AIA).

Missionary Architect

Wiant worked as a contractor’s engineer and assistant superintendent of major building
operations in Toledo, Ohio, and Fort Wayne, Indiana. From there he went to Cleveland where he
was an office engineer, and in 1916 did residential and business buildings as a contractor on his own.

Later that year his brother, Stanley, told him the Methodist Mission Board wanted a man for
building work in the Foochow area of China. Wiant and his wife went to Foochow as missionaries,
the first in the family to enter mission service.

His work was conducted within the context of American Christian missions in China and
founded the Union Architectural Service. During a period of during 39 years significant
architectural convergence between traditional Chinese and Western styles. Wiant designed and
supervised the building of about 400 projects including churches, schools, universities (such as
Fukien Christian University 452 #-{- = %), hospitals, missionary residences, parsonages and also a
few purely engineering structures such as dams and bridges and one extensive sea wall. His wife
Hallie taught English in the Anglo-Chinese College (#§# % % ¢ %), and taught her two children at
home.

Wiant returned from China in 1939 as a delegate to the Uniting Conference when the Methodist
Episcopal Church (¥ r % ¢ ), Methodist Episcopal Church South (¥ & % 12 ¢ ), and the Methodist
Protestant Church ({ & % #if % ¢ ) combined to form the Methodist Church (&2 = ¢ ).

Surveying and Mapping

Wiant applied modern surveying and mapping techniques, notably redrawing an accurate map
of the Guling (Kuliang) (3% 4) area for a local residents’ handbook published in 1919. This map
was a significant improvement over earlier sketches and provided important references for
understanding the area’s development. Wiant is remembered as a member of the “Friends of
Kuliang”, a group of American families with deep historical ties to the Guling resort area in Foochow.
Beyond his architectural and surveying work, records also indicate his involvement in the local
community as an organist.



World War II Service

While recovering from the sprue in 1942, Wiant's doctor in China ordered him back to America.
In 1944, furniture and personal effects he and his family were not able to get out of China were
consumed by fire during a Japanese raid. Since his office was in his home, he lost everything except
the office accounts and surveying instruments saved by his office staff at great risk to their lives.

Back home that year, the U.S. Marines wanted an officer who could speak the Foochow dialect
of Chinese. They finally persuaded Wiant, at the age of 57, to accept a Captain’s commission. He
was sent to various Pacific Islands during World War II. On Okinawa he wrote a small handbook
for the Marines telling them how to get along with the Chinese when they landed in China, which
they didn’t have to do because the Japanese surrendered. Wiant was present at that formal
surrender of the Japanese armed forces.

In 1945 Wiant was sent to Tientsin (Tianjin) (% ;%) as alanguage officer in the American Forces-
in-China. He was one of two language officers from a total of 50 to receive a bronze star. After
1.5 years in uniform Wiant was able to get a discharge in 1946.

Role at Tunghai University (Taiwan)

After the Communist established the administration in the People’s Republic of China (® # 4
% £ {=®) on 1 October 1949, Wiant moved to Singapore in 1952 to continue his work in Southeast
Asia, designing structures like the Methodist girls’ dormitory.

Wiant played a critical role in the early physical development of Tunghai University (& ;% ~ §)
in Taiwan of the Republic of China during the 1950s. In 1954, he was appointed by the United
Board for Christian Higher Education in Asia as the “Owner’s Representative” in Taiwan to manage
construction matters. He served as the on-site bridge between the New York-based design team
(led by I. M. Pei b £ 42, Chen Chi-Kwan mt # %, and Chang Chao-Kang 3 &£ %) and the local
construction process. He was directly involved in handling engineering, construction, and campus
planning issues during the University's foundational years.

Family and Retirement

Wiant was wed to Hallie Fritz in West Alexandria, Ohio, on 19 September 1915 with his father
performing the ceremony. Hallie died in a terrible auto accident in 1951. The next year Wiant
was sent to Singapore to work in Southeast Asia. In 1953 he married Miss Estelle Blanche Apple,
a missionary in Sarawak, whom he had known as a missionary in Hinghwa (£ i* -3 § v ), Fukien.
The wedding was held in the Women’s Society of Christian Service (#74r 5t fI® = € 47~ JRI% ¢ )
residence at Singapore. Subsequently, the missionary couple carried on their gospel missions in
Malaya, Sarawak, South Korea, India, the Philippines, Hong Kong, Liberia, Congo, and other places.

Wiant retired in 1956 but not from work. He finished his dream house---a unique brick and
glass block design. He and Estelle lived in it until 1965 when they sold the house and six acres of
the land and moved to Maitland, Florida.

In retirement Wiant was a delegate from Ohio to the 1960, 1964 and 1966 General Conferences
of the Methodist Church, and the Jurisdictional Conferences.

RotaryAnn Estelle passed away in 1972. Rotarian Paul Prince Wiant died on 22 October 1973
in Hamilton County, Ohio, aged 87. The couple is buried together in Oak Dale Cemetery in Ohio.
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