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Wuchow Rotarian -- Dr. William Lindsay Wallace
American medical missionary martyred in a Communist prison in China
By Herbert K. Lau (¥]#=2) (Rotary China Historian)
22 May 2016

Dr. William Lindsay Wallace (#3221 %5 #4142 1), FICS, MD (Tennessee), (1908-1951) was
an American medical missionary surgeon at the Southern Baptist-run Stout Memorial
Hospital (L i = —?ﬁ %) in Wuchow (Wuzhou) (1& '), Kwangsi (Guangxi) Province (5 & 4 ),
Republic of China (* # =% F]), from 1935 until he was killed in a Communist Chinese prison
on 10 February 1951. Wallace was appointed by the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board
in 1935 and served as administrator and surgeon at the Stout Memorial Hospital. He faced
obstacles such as Japanese bombing raids during World War II and his own serious case of
typhoid fever, but he persisted in his ministry.

Wuchow is situated at the gateway to Kwangsi Province up the West River (& /=). Itis
the leading business center of that province. After the Tsingtao Intercity Meeting, the
Canton Rotary Club (5 “+ # #:4+) undertook to sponsor a new Club there. B. B. Anthony
was selected Special Representative to 81st District Governor Dr. Chengting T. Wang (3 & &
1% 1 ). With full support of the officers and members of Canton Club, he succeeded in getting
together the leaders of that city. After several provisional meetings, the Rotary Club of
Wuchow (4% " 3 #4+) was regularly organized on 3 April 1936 and provisional officers duly
elected. The Club, of 17 charter members, was admitted to Rotary International on 22 May
1936 with Charter #3977.
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The Hospital superintendent, Dr. Robert Earl Beddoe (& /#p* %5 4 ), was a charter
member and Vice-President, and then President in 1937-1938. Wallace was invited to join
the Rotary Club as an Active Member holding the Classification “Medicine — Surgery”.
Affectionately his nickname in the Club, both English and Chinese, was “Bachelor % *”.

In the 1948 (Wuchow Rotary Club Bulletin) , Wallace has written a short message to
describe his vocational and the Club’s community service:

Medical Aid Work
The Rotary Club of Wuchow in endeavoring to carry out its motto of “Service Above

Selt” wished to find some way in which it could be of help to the many people in Wuchow
who are sick but cannot afford to pay for hospitalization. It was felt that there were many
people in Wuchow who ordinarily could make ends meet in a financial way under ordinary
circumstances but when they became sick and required hospitalization they were unable to
meet this aided expense.

The Rotary Club of Wuchow desirous in its effort to help these needy sick made
arrangements with the Stout Memorial Hospital of Wuchow whereby they would pay the
complete hospital expense of a limited number of those cases. Ten medical and surgical
beds and two obstetrical beds are reserved in the hospital by the Rotary Club of Wuchow.
This plan was put in effect in October 1947 and up to the present time 32 patients have been
hospitalized under this plan. Not only Rotarians but any citizen of Wuchow may
recommend that a needy patient be admitted under this plan and the Rotary Club will pay
for his hospitalization.

The Stout Memorial Hospital is glad to co-operate with the Rotary Club of Wuchow in

order that this worthy service may be rendered to the community.

Proudto be @ a Rotarian

Born in Knoxville, Tennessee, U.S.A., on 17 January 1908, William Lindsay Wallace was
the son of a doctor and as a boy tagged along with his father on patient rounds. At age 17---
while working on a car in the family garage---Wallace heard God’s call to medical missions.
He answered “Yes”, recorded the commitment on the back leaf of his New Testament, and
never turned back.

After college, the University of Tennessee Medical School, and a surgical residency at
Knoxville’s General Hospital, Wallace turned down a lucrative offer to become a partner with
an outstanding surgeon. He was appointed in 1935 as a missionary to the Republic of China
by the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board---10 years to the month after he made his
garage commitment.

Wallace went to Wuchow in southern China, where missionaries at the Baptist-run Stout
Memorial Hospital were desperately praying for a surgeon. Wallace immediately gained a
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reputation as a kind man of few words (and a tone-deaf Chinese speaker when he did talk), a
gifted surgeon, a tireless worker---and an absolutely committed servant of Christ, the gentle
healer he emulated. A colleague once advised that anyone looking for Wallace should seek
out the sickest patient in the Hospital---Wallace would be there.

He worked through Japanese bombing raids as the stretchers of the wounded lined the
halls---once finishing an operation after the Hospital took a direct hit. After his first
furlough back home, he returned in 1940 to a China on fire but refused to leave Wuchow as
the invading Japanese closed in. To urgent appeals that he flee Wuchow, he responded, “I
will stay as long as I am able to serve.”

Fellow missionary doctor Robert Beddoe wrote of one harrowing episode:

“At the time of the second severe bombing of the hospital, there was a desperately sick
patient on the top floor. He could not possibly be moved without almost certain death.
Wallace stayed by the bed, comforting and reassuring the patient. A bomb hit not more
than 50 feet from the bed, tearing a gaping hole in the concrete roof. In the providence of
God neither the patient nor Wallace was injured. One of the staff, who was four floors
below at the time, told me he was lifted several inches by the concussion.”

Finally, in one of the great exploits of China-mission’s history, Wallace evacuated the
entire Hospital in 1944, only a few days ahead of Japanese forces---transporting patients,
staff and equipment by boat hundreds of miles upriver. There they tended the sick and
suffering of the surrounding countryside until the advancing Japanese forced them to move
again. Wallace and his band of healers endured incredible hardships, but came back to
Wuchow in 1945 when the tide of war turned. His description of their return in a letter home
to his sister was characteristically brief: “Dear Sis: Wuchow. Love, Bill”

Wallace repaired the badly damaged Stout Hospital and got back to work. He nearly
died from typhoid feverin 1948. After recovering, he kept right on working in Wuchow after
the Communist defeat of the Nationalist Chinese in 1949---earning even the grudging respect
of communist soldiers as he treated their wounds.

But missionaries were no longer welcome in the Communist China, and the start of the
Korean War in 1950 sparked an intense anti-American propaganda campaign. Wallace’s
arrest came in December of that year after local authorities “found” a gun under his mattress
during a search and accused him of being a spy. He died in jail less than two months later
on 10 February 1951.

But it wasn’t his lonely death that defined Wallace’s heroism. It was his love-filled life.
Wallace “was a martyr,” acknowledged Everley Hayes, the missionary nurse who worked with
him in his last years and identified his body. “Many think of martyrs as those long-faced
people. But I knew a Dr. Wallace who was very much interested in everything around him.
He was a martyr not because he died in service but because he so identified with the Chinese

people that they considered him one of them. And they loved him.”
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After Wallace’s arrest, a commissar summoned many Wuchow citizens to a public
meeting and demanded that they step forward to denounce the missionary. Not a single
person did. The only charge they could make stick, reflected a Roman Catholic missionary
who knew Wallace, was that “he went about doing good.”

Life and Work — a sketch
® Service in Wuchow: Wallace was a tireless worker and gifted surgeon who became “the

heart” of Stout Memorial Hospital. He trained Chinese doctors and nurses and was

known for his dedication to his patients, often staying with the sickest individuals.
® Wartime Efforts: Wallace worked through repeated Japanese bombing raids on

Wuchow during World War 11, at one point finishing an operation while bombs were

dropping nearby. In 1944, as Japanese forces advanced, he led a heroic evacuation of

the entire hospital staff and equipment upriver by barge, returning to rebuild the hospital

after the War ended in 1945.
® Arrest and Death: Despite urgent appeals to leave when the Communists took control

of China, Wallace refused to abandon his post, stating he would stay “as long as I am able

toserve”. Hewas arrested in December 1950 on false charges of being an American spy.

He was interrogated, tortured, and died in prison on 10 February 1951.

Missionary physician Rotarian Dr. William Lindsay Wallace exemplified his Vocational
Service in China throughout 16 years and led the staff of Stout Memorial Hospital in Wuchow
in a heroic evacuation when the Japanese military forces attacked. After his selfless service
in China from 1935 to 1951, he died in a Communist prison cell but not guilty. Wallace is
remembered as a martyr for his faith and service. A hospital in Busan, Republic of Korea,
was later named the “Wallace Memorial Baptist Hospital” in his honor, and a church in his
hometown of Knoxville, Tennessee, was also named after him on 6 July 1953. The Southern
Baptist Historical Library & Archives holds a research collection dedicated to his life and work,
the Jesse Fletcher-Bill Wallace Research Collection.

KeKeKeKk*k KXXXKX KHKXKX¥ KKFHk*k KKKK*k

The below excerpted article is an extract from Paul Hattaway’'s epic 656-page
{China’s Book of Martyrs)

Bill Wallace is remembered as one of the greatest martyrs of America’s largest Protestant
denomination —the Southern Baptists. Few would have believed it when he was born in
Knoxville, Tennessee, in 1908. The son of a doctor, Bill paid more attention to fixing cars
until the age of 17, when he dramatically heard God'’s call to become a medical missionary
while working on a car in his father’s garage. The teenager answered “Yes” to God, and

recorded his commitment on the inside cover of his Bible.
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After graduating from medical college in 1935, Wallace was appointed to join the
Baptist-run Stout Memorial Hospital in the south China province of Guangxi. He arrived
exactly ten years after receiving his calling to missionary work. His colleagues in Wuzhou,
who for years had been praying God would send a surgeon to their midst, were immediately
impressed by the young man’s fervency and godliness. Wallace rebuffed all marriage
prospects. One girl who had hoped for his affection finally gave up, saying, “Marriage to
Bill would be bigamy. He’s married to his work.”

For more than 15 years Bill Wallace remained in Wuzhou, doing good to others and
sharing the aroma of Christ wherever he went. No sacrifice was too great for him to make,
as his fellow missionary-doctor Robert Beddoe wrote of one incident during World War II:
“At the time of the second severe bombing of the hospital, there was a desperately sick
patient on the top floor. He could not possibly be moved without almost certain death.
Wallace stayed by the bed, comforting and reassuring the patient. A bomb hit not more
than 50 feet [15 metres] from the bed, tearing a gaping hole in the concrete roof. In the
providence of God neither the patient nor Wallace was injured. One of the staff, who was
four floors below at the time, told me he was lifted several inches by the concussion.”

The Catholic missionaries working in Wuzhou became close friends of Wallace. They
could not fail to be impressed by the godliness and selflessness of his life. One wrote: “Dr.
Wallace was famed for his surgery and medical work, but most of all for his kindness and
devotion to the sick and poor. His whole life was medicine and charity.... [He] would be
called a strange fellow by the hustlers, bustlers and seekers of wealth who people the world
today. They would call him stupid and impractical, for when people asked him the charge
for services he would usually answer, ‘Forget about it.” His cancelling of charges drove the
treasurer’s staff to despair, for he was all charity; a sort of mystic walking on clouds and
looking for the stars.”

Nothing could seemingly move Wallace from his calling in Christ. When bandits
raided Wuzhou the other missionaries fled, but Bill Wallace remain behind and continued
treating the sick. ~An American ship anchored in the river to rescue the missionary.
Wallace refused to board. When an officer from the ship came on shore to warn Wallace
that his safety could not be guaranteed unless he boarded the ship immediately, the intrepid
doctor replied, “Tell your captain that he was not responsible for my coming here in the first
place and he does not need to be responsible for my staying here.”

When heavy Japanese bombing raids regularly threatened to destroy the city, Wallace
transferred his staff, patients and equipment onto a barge. =Whenever air raid sirens
sounded, he would instruct the tugboat captain to pull the floating hospital under the shelter
of one of the many large caves located along the riverbank.

As Christmas of 1950 approached Wallace’s mind wandered to the wonderful memories

he had as a young man back in Tennessee, the excitement of opening presents and the
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enticing aromas of the Christmas feast lovingly prepared by his mother. Now he was in
Wuzhou, far away China, attending to the needs of the sick and dying. He was often so
busy in the work that he didn’t have time to contemplate what others were whispering. At
the time rumours abounded that the Communists would not tolerate the Christian hospital
in the midst of their newly won territory.

The People’s Republic of China angrily declared war on the entire United Nations
during the Korean War, and the United States was intensely hated. It seems everybody
knew that Bill Wallace was in great peril except the man himself. Perhaps he believed he
had won some favour with the Communists as a result of treating many of their wounded
soldiers during the war against Japan.

On the night of December 18, 1950, Wallace was so exhausted after a full day’s work at
the hospital that he slumped into bed after a snack of six slices of buttered bread and a glass
of milk. At three o’clock the next morning a squad of a dozen young Communist soldiers
arrived at the gates of the Stout Memorial Hospital, intent on arresting the American doctor,
whom they called “President Truman’s chief spy in Wuzhou.” The soldiers forced Wallace
into the main part of hospital, where the Chinese staff had gathered. The officer in charge
shouted, “We know this is a den of spies. The People’s Republic is aware that some of you
are counter-revolutionaries. This will not be tolerated.... You have been found out; you will
no longer be able to carry on your clandestine activities.”

The staff looked on aghast, and Wallace spoke in a measured tone, “We are what we
seem to be. We are doctors and nurses and hospital staff engaged in healing the suffering
and sick in the name of Jesus Christ. We are here for no other reason.” Unimpressed, the
soldiers started a search of Wallace’s room, emerging triumphantly a few minutes later with
a brown package containing a small pistol, which they claimed to have found under the
missionary’s bed. “That is not my gun. I do not own a gun, and I do not know where it
came from,” Wallace protested.

For weeks Wallace was held in solitary confinement as the Communists gathered
“evidence” that he was a spy. Neither the American Consulate nor the Southern Baptist
Foreign Mission Board could do anything to help him, and permission to visit the prisoner
was denied. The hospital staff, directionless without their leader, tried to secure his release.
Wallace told them, “Go on and take care of the hospital. I am ready to give my life if
necessary.” One night a few weeks after his arrest a public meeting was called at the
Wuzhou town hall where charges of espionage were levelled at the missionary. The
Communist officials “asked for those who had any accusation against Dr. Wallace to come
forward with their charges. None came. When the planted Communist denouncers began
to yell vindictive statements against the doctor, they were surprised that the crowd did not
jointhem. No one was deceived. The doctor was being railroaded and everyone knew it.”

A Catholic source gives an insight into the reason the Communists hated Bill Wallace so
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intensely: “The Communists were smarting under the popularity Dr. Wallace enjoyed.
Their propaganda got nowhere in ruining him. He was running the most modern and best
equipped hospital in South China, and the city of Wuzhou was still his domain of loyal
admirers. The Communists were jealous of both these assets and planned new measures to
crush him. Yet these shameless fellows had been using the hospital and demanding the
services of Dr. Wallace for most of a year. In their life of contradictions and savagery, they
saw nothing indecent in using a man for all he was worth and at the same time hating him
and trying to destroy him.”

The Communists presented Wallace with a typed statement listing his name, age, length
of service in China, and other facts. He signed it, only to discover later that a sentence was
added into a blank space on the statement saying he was a secret serviceman sent to China
by the U.S. government. Wallace was subjected to long and gruelling brainwashing
sessions, with his hands tied painfully behind his back. Wallace was a sensitive and gentle
man, and the non-stop filthy accusations and intense degradation wore his mind and
emotions down. Two Catholic missionaries in the same prison said that Wallace was
“shaken and strained” by the interrogations. One of them managed to ask Wallace how he
was holding out. He grinned weakly, and said, “All right. Trusting in the Lord.”

Only those who have been subjected to a Communist brainwashing can fully understand

the ordeal that Bill Wallace went through. The accusations and methods of application
come from a spiritual intensity born of Satan. Wallace’s biographer explained,
“The battle was not whether he could out-argue his accusers. He was not even equipped to
begin. It was not a battle of physical endurance, though that soon became involved. It was
a battle for sanity. From his cell in the night, Bill sometimes cried out in agony after the
battle was over.... Delirium, crying, and blank periods came, but he fought on —clinging to
his faith.”

The aim of the psychological torture seems to have been to break Wallace so that he
made a full “confession” of his “crimes.” On the night of February 10, 1951, the guards
came to his cell and jabbed the Christian doctor with long poles until he fell unconscious.
This final attack was the “straw that broke the camel’s back.” Quietly, “his soul slipped
from his torn body and his exhausted mind and went to be with the One he had so faithfully
and unstintingly served. Bill Wallace was dead to the world, but alive forever with God.”
He was 43-years-old.

The next morning the guards raced to the cell of the two Catholic missionaries, claiming
Wallace had hanged himself during the night. The Catholics saw his lifeless corpse
suspended by a strip of sheet that had been strung from a beam in the cell. The guards tried
to get the priests to sign a statement that Wallace had committed suicide, but they refused to.
It was clear to them that the facade was a staged show. The prison notified the hospital staff

to come and take the doctor’s body. A nurse came and said, “The facial characteristics of
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hanging were missing —bulging eyes, discoloured face, swollen tongue. Instead, the upper
torso was horribly bruised. The Communists had tried to cover up one botch with another.”

The body was taken to the Believers’” Cemetery overlooking the West River.
Communist soldiers watched as Wallace was laid to rest in an unmarked grave. The local
Christians refused to allow the man of God to be dishonoured in such a way, and funds were
raised to secretly erect a monument over the grave with the simple inscription:

Dr. William L. Wallace
“For to Me, to Live is Christ.”

After news of Wallace’s death reached America numerous tributes were offered to the
martyred doctor. One of his colleagues said that he used to “advise anyone looking for
Wallace to seek out the sickest patient; Wallace would be there.” A Chinese doctor who had
studied under the martyr said, “Dr. Wallace was a master in surgery, we shall never see his
equal again.” M. Theron Rankin, the head of the Southern Baptist mission at the time, wrote:
“The irrefutable quality of Dr. Wallace’s love made it imperative that the Communists get
rid of him. His life refuted everything the Communists said. They have tried to get rid of
the witness of Bill’s life. But that is precisely where they will fail. Bill Wallace’s witness of
God’s love in Christ has been made immortal.”

Everley Hayes, a missionary nurse who had worked with Wallace for years, said,
“Many think of martyrs as those long-faced people. ButI knew a Dr. Wallace who was very
much interested in everything around him. He was a martyr not because he died in service
but because he so identified with the Chinese that they considered him one of them. And
they loved him”

Perhaps Jesse Fletcher summed up Bill Wallace’s life the best: “The Chinese had heard

sermons before, but in Bill Wallace they began to see one, and that made the difference.”

KKKKkX HKHIXXX KHKXKX¥ KKKHk* HKHKXXX

50 years after: Bill Wallace and the meaning of heroism
By Erich Bridges (Baptist Press) 22 February 2001

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)-A dedicated American surgeon, beloved by nearly all who knew him,
died 50 years ago — alone, in a cold jail cell far from home.

He was arrested in China on false charges based on planted evidence. He was beaten,
ridiculed, jabbed with bamboo sticks by prison guards. Driven to distraction by brutal
interrogations, he was despondent to the point of insanity in his final days, according to
witnesses jailed with him.

But few believed the official story that the 43-year-old doctor had committed suicide
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after he was found hanging from a beam in his cell the morning of Feb. 10,1951. A colleague
allowed to view his body saw little evidence of a hanging — but plenty of marks of physical
abuse.

He was quickly buried by a few friends under the close watch of an armed escort; no
religious service was allowed. His remains were not returned to the United States until 1985.
What an injustice, many said at the time — and in the decades since. What a tragedy.
What a waste.

Injustice, yes. Waste? Far from it.

Southern Baptist missionary Bill Wallace may have suffered keenly in his last weeks on
earth, but he had long been prepared for it.

“Go on back and take care of the hospital,” he told co-workers when he was first arrested.
“I am ready to give my life if necessary.”

Wallace was not the only foreign missionary martyred in China during the tumultuous
years of a Japanese invasion, civil war and the beginnings of communist rule — which ended
the missionary era. But his life story became as familiar to Southern Baptists of several
generations as that of Lottie Moon, the missionary heroine who died serving China several

decades before Wallace arrived.
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Named on 6 July 1953 -- Wallace Memorial Baptist Church, Knoxville, Tennessee, U.S.A.
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Dr. William Lindsey Wallace dateline
1908 Born January 17
1929 Enrolled at The University of Tennessee Medical School in Memphis
1934 Applied to the Foreign Mission Board, Southern Baptist Convention
1935 In July appointed as Medical Missionary by Foreign Mission Board to Stout
Memorial Hospital, Wuchow, China
1935 September 6, left for China
1939-1940 Hospital Administrator
1940-41 Returned to United States on furlow
1941 August 12, returned to Wuchow
1944 In September staff packed on barges to flee from Japanese
1945 Japanese surrendered. Dr. Wallace returned to Wuchow
1946-47 Dr. Wallace furloughed to United States
1947 In September, Dr. Wallace returned to Wuchow
1950 December 19, Dr. Wallace was arrested, jailed and tortured
1951 February 10, Dr. Wallace died in prison
1985 January, Dr. Wallace's remains returned to Knoxville by Cornelia Leavell

BIA]JL:

DOCTOR IN
CHINA

BY ANN LOVELL
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