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Peiping Rotarian Dr. Hsu Shu-Hsi -- from Professor to Ambassador
By Herbert K. Lau (¥]#xl2) (Rotary China Historian) 15 April 2015

Dr. Hsu Shu-Hsi (i #& # & 1), PhD (Columbia), BA (HKU), (3 April 1892 — 14 January
1982) was a diplomat and international law expert in the Republic of China (* # % &)
government, who represented his country as ambassador to Canada, Peru, and Bolivia while
also authoring scholarly works on China’s foreign relations and editing primary-source
compilations related to wartime events in Nanking (Nanjing) (% ). Hsu earned advanced
degrees abroad, before advising China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and contributing analyses
of issues such as the Manchurian crisis and broader geopolitical challenges to Chinese
sovereignty. His editorial role in assembling { Documents of the Nanking Safety Zone )
provided contemporaneous records of civilian protection efforts amid the 1937-1938
Japanese advance, drawing on eyewitness accounts from the International Safety Zone
Committee. These efforts underscored his focus on legal and historical documentation of
conflicts involving imperial expansion, independent of later politicized interpretations.

After returning to China in 1925 from the overseas studies in Hong Kong and U.S.A., Hsu
was a professor at Yenching University (# » * %), Peking (Beijing) (#* . ), where he served
as the Head of the Department of Political Science, the Dean of the School of Social Sciences,
and then the Dean of the Law School. During these professorial years before he joined the
government service in the 1940s, Hsu joined the Rotary Club of Peking/Peiping (#* ». /#* -
F* #4+) as an Active Member holding the Classification “University Education — Diplomacy”.
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Early Life and Education

Hsu Shu-Hsi was born on 3 April 1892, in Swatow (Shantou), Kwangtung (Guangdong)
Province of the Ch’ing Empire (= 5B A L 4 i ' f1#8). He was the son of a physician,
with his grandfather also practicing medicine, placing him in a family tradition of medical
professionalism amid the late Ch’ing Empire’s evolving social landscape.

Details on his immediate upbringing are sparse in available records, but his early
environment in coastal Swatow---a treaty port city exposed to foreign influences and
commerce---likely fostered an awareness of international affairs from youth, though no direct
evidence ties family practices explicitly to his later diplomatic path. He completed
secondary education at a local institution in Swatow before pursuing advanced studies abroad,
reflecting the era’s push among educated Chinese families toward Western learning.

Hsu completed his secondary education at Hua Ying Middle School (# & ¢ & %),
graduating in 1910. He then attended the University of Hong Kong (% /& + %) in the British
Crown Colony Hong Kong, earning a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1919. Following
undergraduate studies, he pursued advanced training in the United States at Columbia
University, where he obtained a Doctor of Philosophy degree in 1925, focusing on
international relations and political science.

His doctoral dissertation, published as ( China and Her Political Entity ) in 1926,
examined China’s foreign relations, particularly regarding Korea, Manchuria, and Mongolia,
reflecting the analytical framework developed during his graduate work. This academic
foundation equipped him for subsequent roles in teaching international law and diplomacy.

Scholarly and Professional Career
Publications on Chinese Foreign Relations

Hsu’s publications on Chinese foreign relations primarily focused on China’s territorial
integrity, historical treaties, and responses to foreign encroachments in border regions,
reflecting his perspective as a Republic of China diplomat emphasizing legal sovereignty over
contested areas like Manchuria, Korea, and Mongolia.

His most prominent work (China and Her Political Entity: A Study of China’s Foreign
Relations with Reference to Korea, Manchuria and Mongolia) was published in 1926 by
Oxford University Press, spanning 438 pages including an index. The book systematically
analyzed Sino-foreign treaties from the late Ch’ing era onward, arguing that China’s political
unity encompassed these territories despite Japanese, Russian, and other powers’ claims,
supported by archival evidence and international law precedents. It critiqued unequal
treaties as violations of sovereign equality, advocating for diplomatic revisions to restore
China’s full control without endorsing revolutionary upheaval.

In response to the 1931 Mukden Incident (4 - ~ ¥ %/ % X £ %/ 7 ¥ %), Hsu
published (Essays on the Manchurian Problem) in 1932 under the auspices of the China
Council, Institute of Pacific Relations (= L F®*% £ ¢ » W4 ¢ ) in Shanghai (* /#). This
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collection of essays detailed the historical and legal basis for Chinese administration in
Manchuria, highlighting Japanese railway privileges under the 1905 and 1915 treaties as
exploitable pretexts for expansionism rather than legitimate rights. Hsu contended that
international recognition of China’s suzerainty, as affirmed in post-World War I settlements,
obligated League of Nations (& "% % §¥ ) intervention, a position aligned with Republic of
China appeals but undermined by great-power reluctance.

These works positioned Hsu as a defender of juridical nationalism in Chinese diplomacy,
prioritizing treaty reinterpretation and multilateral forums over military confrontation,
though critics noted their optimism regarding Western enforcement of Open Door principles
amid rising Japanese militarism. No major monographs by Hsu on broader post-1930s
foreign policy shifts, such as Sino-Soviet relations or World War II alliances, appear in
primary bibliographic records, with his later efforts shifting toward documentation of
wartime atrocities.

Expertise in International Law

Hsu established his expertise in international law through academic instruction and
focused scholarly analysis of sovereignty and recognition in East Asian contexts. As an
associate professor at Yenching University, he taught International Law (Political Science
131-132) during the 1925-1926 academic year, offering elective courses that examined
foundational principles and applications.

His 1926 monograph ( China and Her Political Entity: A Study of China’s Foreign
Relations with Reference to Korea, Manchuria and Mongolia) applied international legal
doctrines to assess the legitimacy of territorial claims and political entities, arguing that
forcible alterations violated principles of sovereignty and non-recognition under customary
law. The work, spanning 438 pages with an index, drew on treaties, diplomatic history, and
legal precedents to critique extraterritorial influences and advocate for China’s unified
international status.

Hsu further advanced the field as a member of the United Nations International Law
Commission (ILC), representing the Republic of China from its inaugural 1949 session
through at least 1957. In ILC proceedings, he contributed to deliberations on codification
efforts, including a 1951 formulation defining aggression as “the hostile act of a State against
another State, committed by the employment of armed force”, positioning it explicitly as a
crime under international law. He advocated prioritizing general principles before specific
topics in the Commission’s agenda, emphasizing systematic development.

Hsu’s participation extended to international committees on progressive legal
development, where he collaborated with jurists from Argentina, Australia, Brazil, and others
to propose reforms aligning state practice with evolving norms. His post-1949 tenure on the
ILC persisted despite shifts in global recognition of Chinese representation, reflecting
sustained engagement with topics like state responsibility and maritime delimitations.
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Obituaries and legal assessments posthumously affirmed his status as a specialist,
underscoring contributions that bridged Chinese diplomatic history with universal legal
frameworks.

Diplomatic Service

Representations in Foreign Countries

Hsu served as Republic of China (Taiwan) (ROC) Ambassador to Peru beginning on 20
February 1956, a posting that underscored the Taiwanese government’s efforts to maintain
diplomatic ties in Latin America amid Cold War alignments. Concurrently, he held
accreditation as Ambassador to Bolivia, reflecting the ROC’s strategy of dual representation
to leverage regional goodwill against communist expansion. During this tenure in South
America, Hsu contributed to the ROC delegation at United Nations General Assembly
sessions in 1958, 1960, and 1962, advocating for Taiwan’s position on sovereignty and
international recognition. He continued in diplomatic service as Ambassador to Canada
from 1963 until his retirement in 1967.

Prior to these ambassadorships, Hsu represented the Republic of China on the United
Nations International Law Commission, with re-nomination confirmed in diplomatic
correspondence around 1952, highlighting his expertise in legal frameworks for state
relations. These roles abroad emphasized his focus on legal diplomacy, drawing from his
scholarly background to navigate bilateral agreements and multilateral forums, though
specific achievements in Peru, Bolivia, and Canada remain sparsely documented beyond
standard ambassadorial functions like treaty negotiations and cultural exchanges. His
service ended with retirement in 1967.

Advisory Roles in the Republic of China Government

Hsu provided advisory counselling to Republic of China Foreign Minister T. V. Soong (%
+ <) in the early 1940s, drawing on his expertise in international law and Sino-foreign
relations to inform policy amid wartime challenges, including relations with peripheral states
like Tibet ( & % ). His role emphasized traditional tributary frameworks and legal
precedents in China’s diplomatic strategy.

From the 1940s until the Communist victory on the mainland in 1949, Hsu served as an
advisor to the Republic of China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, contributing to administrative
and strategic decisions during a period of intense international pressure and territorial
disputes. This position leveraged his scholarly background to bridge academic analysis with
governmental needs, particularly in legal aspects of diplomacy.

Hsu’s advisory input extended to specific issues such as territorial waters policy, as
evidenced by his communications with ministry officials in the mid-1950s, though primarily
rooted in pre-1949 service. His tenure ended with the relocation of the ROC government to
Taiwan (% /%), after which he shifted focus to international bodies like the United Nations
International Law Commission.



Involvement in Major Historical Events
The Manchurian Crisis

During the Manchurian Crisis, triggered by the Mukden Incident on 18 September 1931,
when Imperial Japan’s forces staged an explosion on the South Manchuria Railway as a
pretext for invading and occupying northeastern China, Hsu contributed through scholarly
publications and governmental advisory roles that emphasized China’s legal sovereignty over
the region. His pre-crisis works, such as analyses of Japanese rights in Manchuria, had
already critiqued imperial encroachments, positioning him as a vocal proponent of Chinese
territorial integrity against expansionist claims.

In 1932, Hsu published (The Manchurian Question) , a compilation of documents and
arguments refuting Japanese assertions of special interests in Manchuria derived from
treaties like the Twenty-One Demands of 1915 (¥ &= -+ - ¥ & ), asserting instead that the
region formed an integral part of China’s political entity based on historical administration
and international law. That same year, he authored (Essays onthe Manchurian Problem) ,
presented to the Institute of Pacific Relations, which detailed the crisis’s origins in Japanese
militarism and called for international intervention to restore the status quo ante, drawing
on primary sources including League of Nations appeals by China. These works, grounded
in Hsu’s expertise in Far Eastern treaties, aimed to inform global opinion amid Japan’s
establishment of the puppet state of Manchukuo (i% 7 &) in March 1932.

Hsu also served in an official capacity, appointed by the Republic of China government
as technical adviser to the Chinese assessor on the League of Nations’ Lytton Commission ( &
= B % %3 4 @) which investigated the incident from December 1931 to September 1932.
In this role, he provided legal and historical briefings supporting China’s position that the
occupation violated the Kellogg-Briand Pact of 1928 (k> # B & 1T 5 R 7Ic 1 & e i
2 %)) and the Nine-Power Treaty of 1922 (4 K = %) , influencing the Commission’s final
report, which condemned Japan’s actions as aggression and rejected Manchukuo’s legitimacy
without endorsing full Chinese restoration to pre-1931 governance. Additionally, Hsu
participated in the National Emergency Conference (R #t ¢ ) in Luoyang (% F% ), where
Chinese leaders coordinated responses to the invasion, further underscoring his involvement
in policy deliberations during the League’s deliberations.

Hsu’s efforts aligned with China’s broader strategy of appealing to international bodies,
though they faced challenges from Japan’s withdrawal from the League in 1933 after the
Assembly endorsed the Lytton findings on 24 February 1933. His publications and advice
highlighted systemic issues in enforcing collective security, predating similar critiques in later
works on Japanese conduct.

Documentation of the Nanking Safety Zone
Hsu, serving as an adviser to China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, compiled and edited
{Documents of the Nanking Safety Zone) (% » % > % 4% ) in 1939, a 167-page volume
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aggregating primary records from the International Committee for the Nanking Safety Zone.
Published by Kelly & Walsh Ltd. (%% 2 %) in Shanghai, Hong Kong, and Singapore under
the auspices of the Council on International Affairs in Chungking (Chongqing) (£ & ), the
collection spans materials gathered between 1937 and 1939 to preserve historical evidence of
the Zone’s operations amid the Japanese capture of Nanking on in 1937. The Safety Zone, a
demilitarized area of approximately 3.86 Sq.Km. designated in November 1937, aimed to
shelter non-combatants. At its peak, it housed over 250,000 Chinese refugees under the
protection of a committee led by Western missionaries, diplomats, and businessmen.

The documents primarily consist of official correspondence, protest notes to Japanese
authorities, incident reports, and casualty lists detailing violations of the Zone’s neutrality.
Key contents include letters from the Committee Chairman, John Rabe, and Secretary,
George Ashmore Fitch (% % # ) (Shanghai Rotary Club President 1930-1931), recording
Japanese troops’ repeated incursions starting 13 December 1937, which led to documented
cases of rape, execution, and arson within the demarcated area despite prior agreements.
For instance, entries from 16 December 1937, enumerate over 1,000 reported rapes and
hundreds of killings attributable to Japanese soldiers ignoring Zone boundaries. Hsu’s
editorial framework emphasized legal and diplomatic dimensions, framing the materials as
evidence of breaches under international humanitarian norms, drawing on his expertise in
treaty law to contextualize protests lodged with the Japanese Embassy.

This compilation played an evidentiary role in post-war proceedings, such as the
International Military Tribunal for the Far East, where excerpts substantiated charges of
systematic atrocities during the occupation. Hsu’s selection prioritized eyewitness accounts
from Zone personnel over secondary narratives, ensuring a focus on verifiable incidents like
the Committee’s daily logs of soldier misconduct from mid-December 1937 through February
1938, when Japanese forces gradually withdrew from contested areas. The Volume’s
archival value lies in its unfiltered aggregation of contemporaneous records, though access to
original Chinese personnel data was partially lost post-publication, limiting some cross-
verification. By systematizing these sources, Hsu contributed to early international
documentation of the events, countering potential suppression through dissemination in
English and Chinese editions.

Post-1949 Activities

Following the retreat of the Republic of China (ROC) government to Taiwan in 1949 amid
the Chinese Civil War’s conclusion, Hsu remained in service to the Nationalist regime,
focusing on international diplomacy and legal representation. He participated as the ROC’s
delegate in the United Nations International Law Commission (ILC), established in 1947,
where he engaged in deliberations on codifying international law. For instance, during the
Commission’s 1949 sessions, he commented on procedural matters distinguishing between
substantive legal drafting and preparatory studies.
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Hsu served as an alternate delegate to the United Nations on behalf of the ROC,
maintaining the government’s presence in global forums amid growing isolation from
Communist China’s recognition by some states. On 9 February 1956, while in this UN role,
he was appointed ROC Ambassador to Peru, replacing Dr. C. J. Pao (# % 1% 1), who had
been recalled. This posting underscored Hsu’s expertise in Latin American affairs during a
period when the ROC sought to bolster ties with non-communist nations in the Americas.

Hsu further represented the ROC in diplomatic capacities in Canada and Bolivia,
advancing the government’s foreign policy objectives in the Western Hemisphere as part of
efforts to counterbalance the People’s Republic of China’s (® # 4 % % {r /) expanding
influence. These roles reflected his continued application of international law acumen to
support the ROC’s claims to legitimacy on the world stage post-1949.

Personal Life and Family

Hsu was married for 60 years to Grace Liu Wen-Chung (%]~ %), whom he wed around
1922. The couple resided in the United States following his exile after the 1949 Communist
victory in the Chinese mainland. Grace Liu Wen-Chung was the sister of another Peiping
Rotarian Reverend Dr. Timothy Tingfang Lew (%2> 2). Hsu and Timothy Lew were
colleagues in Yenching University.

Rotarian Dr. Hsu Shu-Hsi passed away on 14 January 1982, at his home in Westfield,
New Jersey, U.S.A., at the age of 89. He was survived by his wife and three sons---Hsu Yuan-
Yo (# 32 7 ) of Washington, D.C., Richard Hsu Fu-Cheng (i 4%-i&) of Westfield, New Jersey,
U.S.A., and Charles Hsu Chi-Chang (# % %) of Cairo, Egypt. Little additional public
information exists regarding his family or private affairs beyond his professional exile.

Legacy and Assessments
Contributions to Historical Documentation

Hsu made significant contributions to historical documentation by compiling and
editing primary source collections on Sino-Japanese conflicts during the 1930s, preserving
eyewitness reports and official records that informed subsequent scholarship on wartime
atrocities. As an adviser to the Republic of China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, he edited

{Documents of the Nanking Safety Zone ) in 1939. This work transcribed original materials
from the International Committee for the Nanking Safety Zone, including letters to the
Japanese Embassy, diplomatic protests, and lists documenting over 200 cases of crimes by
Japanese forces between December 1937 and February 1938. These sources detailed the
Zone’s efforts to shelter around 250,000 civilians amid the Nanking City’s occupation,
providing firsthand evidence of Japanese military conduct that has been referenced in later
historical analyses and legal proceedings.

In the same year, Hsu produced { A Digest of Japanese War Conduct ) , another
compilation of reports and testimonies aggregating evidence of Japanese actions across
China, drawn from diplomatic cables, refugee accounts, and international observer notes.
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This publication extended his documentation efforts beyond Nanking, synthesizing materials
to highlight patterns of violations during the Second Sino-Japanese War. Earlier, his 1937
book { The North China Problem ) incorporated archival references to territorial disputes and
Japanese encroachments, contributing to the contemporary record of the Manchurian and
North China crises. These works, grounded in accessible primary documents rather than
secondary interpretations, ensured the survival of fragile wartime records amid political
upheaval, aiding post-war tribunals and historians in reconstructing events with empirical
fidelity.

Hsu’s editorial approach emphasized unaltered transcripts over narrative framing, as
seen in the Nanking Volume’s reliance on available Safety Zone Committee files despite
incomplete access due to wartime chaos. Portions of these documents overlap with private
diaries, such as those of John Rabe, but Hsu’s collection uniquely centralized official Chinese
government perspectives for public dissemination. His efforts contrasted with
contemporaneous propaganda by prioritizing verifiable lists and correspondences, which
have retained value in academic historiography for their proximity to events and institutional
origins. Through these publications, Hsu facilitated causal analysis of conflict dynamics,
underscoring how foreign interventions and military policies precipitated civilian harms
based on documented sequences rather than ideological assertions.

Criticisms and Debates

Hsu’s scholarly critiques of Japanese expansionism in Manchuria elicited sharp rebuttals
from Japanese officials, including Yosuke Matsuoka’s (#» s i+ ) 1929 ( An Address on
Manchuria: Its Past and Present, and Reply to Prof. Shuhsi-Hsu’s Criticisms and
Observations ) , to which Hsu responded in Japan and Manchuria (1930). Matsuoka
contested Hsu’s portrayal of historical Japanese involvement and defended claims to the
region as rooted in defensive necessities and prior treaties rather than aggression. This
exchange highlighted broader geopolitical debates at forums like the Institute of Pacific
Relations, where Hsu’s emphasis on sovereignty violations clashed with Japanese narratives
of economic rights and anti-communist stabilization.

[Note] Yosuke Matsuoka (#» & i+ ) had been in 1928 the first president of the Dairen Rotary
Club (+ :# v — % ) — 24 2%) in Manchuria, and was arrested after War for Class-A War
Crime but died before sentence.

Hsu’s editorial role in compiling { Documents of the Nanking Safety Zone) (1939), which
gathered eyewitness protests from the International Committee against Japanese military
conduct during the 1937-1938 occupation, has fueled ongoing historiographical disputes over
the Nanking Massacre. While the Volume served as primary evidence in postwar tribunals,
including the International Military Tribunal for the Far East, Japanese revisionist scholars
have criticized it for including unsubstantiated claims, such as aggregated reports of rapes
(e.g. Case No. 5 citing numerous incidents on 14 December 1937, without individual
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verification) and potentially exaggerated casualty figures derived from wartime chaos.
These critiques, often from sources skeptical of Nationalist Chinese documentation, argue
that Hsu’s selection process under Kuomintang (* ® B % % ) (KMT) (literally China
Nationalist Party) auspices introduced bias toward amplifying atrocities to garner
international sympathy, though empirical records from Western committee members like
John Rabe corroborate core instances of looting, executions, and sexual violence affecting
thousands. Mainstream historiography, prioritizing contemporaneous accounts over later
minimizations, upholds the documents’ value but acknowledges debates on precise scales,
with death toll estimates ranging from 40,000 to over 200,000 based on converging but
imperfect sources.

Personal accusations of bias against Hsu, a Kuomintang-affiliated intellectual, have
surfaced in leftist critiques, such as Owen Lattimore’s unfavorable pre-publication review of
Hsu’s Manchurian analyses, which Lattimore shared to challenge perceived pro-Nationalist
framing. Post-1949, his exile and alignment with the Republic of China on Taiwan likely
drew implicit communist dismissal as reactionary, though direct refutations remain sparse
in verifiable records. Overall, debates center less on Hsu’s character than on the interpretive
weight of his outputs in Sino-Japanese historical reckoning, where source credibility---
marred by wartime propaganda incentives on multiple sides---necessitates cross-verification
with neutral observers’ diaries and military dispatches.
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