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Dr. Henry K. Chang (張謙博士), HonLLD (USC), LLB (Pennsylvania) (1888–1977), ethnic 

Cantonese, was a prominent diplomat for the Republic of China (中華民國) in high-ranking posts 

across the United States, Europe, and South America during the early to mid-20th Century. 

He joined the Rotary Club of Tientsin (天津扶輪社) in 1924 when he was Vice President, 

American Machinery & Export Company, holding the Classification “Mining Engineering”.  Later 

Chang was an adviser to the Provincial Government of Chihli (直隸省政府) in 1925, and then he 

served the Rotary Club as President in 1925-1926. 

 
 

Chang’s diplomatic career spanned several critical decades of Chinese history, including the 

Republican era and World War II:  

 Consular Service: He served as the Consul General for China in both San Francisco and New 

York City, United States. 

 South America: In 1932, he was appointed as the Chinese Minister to Chile. 

 Wartime Leadership: In 1941, during the Second Sino-Japanese War, he was recalled to the 

wartime capital of Chungking (Chongqing) (重慶) to serve as the Director of the Department of 

American Affairs in the Foreign Ministry. 

 European Postings: He represented China as Minister to Portugal starting in 1943, and the 

following year, he was appointed Ambassador to the Netherlands. 
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Chang’s father Chang Yin-Tang (張蔭棠) was also a career diplomat and was the last of the 

Ch’ing Empire’s (大清國) and the first of the Republican China’s minister to the United States (1909 

-1913).  Chang studied in Europe in the period from 1900 to 1903.  Between 1903 and 1904 he 

went to the United States and studied at De Lancey School, Philadelphia.  In 1905 he was graduated 

from Washington High School and since 1906 studied at Wharton School, University of 

Pennsylvania.  In 1909 Chang graduated from the Law School of the University of Pennsylvania 

with Bachelor of Laws degree.  Then he returned to the Ch’ing Empire (China) in 1909 and passed 

the Imperial Government examinations and received the title of “Chu Jen” (舉人) (equivalent to the 

degree of Master of Arts) the same year.  

Chang was honorary secretary of the Chinese Legation in Washington, D.C., U.S.A., from 1910 

to 1913.  In 1910 he became a chief secretary to the Chinese Educational Mission to the United 

States.  The following year (1911) he was appointed special attaché to the Chinese Legation to 

Mexico.  Chang returned to China in 1914 and was associated with various business and banking 

institutions in Tientsin (Tianjin) (天津). 

Chang married Isabel Tong (唐寶璋), daughter of Tong Shao-Yi (唐紹儀) who was the first Prime 

Minister of the Republic of China.  They had their first child daughter, Millicent Chang (張美麗), 

born in 1916.  This marriage made Chang a brother-in-law to the eminent diplomat Dr. V. K. 

Wellington Koo (顧維鈞博士) who was an Honorary Rotarian of Shanghai Rotary Club (上海扶輪社) 

since 1922. 

Chang was an adviser to the Provincial Government of Chihli in 1925.  In 1927 he was 

appointed deputy councillor of the Ministry of Finance.  In 1929 he was elected councillor of the 

British Municipal Council of Tientsin (天津英租界工部局), and later at the same year he was 

appointed Consul General at San Francisco, U.S.A. 

In March 1931, Chang served as Consul General in New York, U.S.A.  In November 1932, he 

served as the Chargé d'Affaires in Chile.  In May 1933 until 1941, he served as Minister 

Plenipotentiary to Chile.   

During the World War II (1941), Chang returned to the wartime capital of Chungking.  From 

October 1942 in key domestic and international roles, Chang served as the Director of the American 

Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of China, managing critical diplomatic 

relations with the United States during the peak of the Allied war effort.   

From September 1943 to November 1946, Chang was dispatched to Lisbon to represent China 

as a Minister.  Portugal was a strategic neutral territory during the war, serving as a vital hub for 

communication and intelligence between East and West.  During his tenure, Chang first clearly 

proposed in 1944 that China should take back the sovereignty of Macao (澳門), and then on 20 

August 1945 requested the Portuguese government to give up its consular jurisdiction in China.   

In November 1946, he was appointed Ambassador to the Kingdom of the Netherlands, a 

position he held through the end of the war and the subsequent post-war reconstruction period. 

During this time, he was involved in significant negotiations, including those related to the 

abrogation of Dutch extraterritorial rights in China. 
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Chang retired from government service in 1950, following the establishment of the People’s 

Republic of China (中華人民共和國) on the mainland.  Chang then migrated to the United States 

with his family---wife Isabel, one son and seven daughters. 

For his diplomatic contributions, Chang received official honors and decorations from the 

governments of Chile, Portugal, and the Netherlands.  In 1931, the University of Southern 

California, U.S.A., conferred on him Doctor of Laws honoris causa.  He died at the age of 92 in 

February 1977 in New Rochelle, New York, U.S.A. 

 

 
 

By Werner Bamberger, February 23, 1977 

 

Henry K. Chang, 92 

Chinese Nationalist Held Envoy Posts 
 

Henry Kung‐hui Chang, a longtime Chinese diplomat, died Sunday at New Rochelle Hospital. 

He was 92 years old and a resident of New Rochelle. 

Mr. Chang, who was born in Kwangtung Province and who spent 29 years in the service of the 

Chinese Nationalist Government studied at the University of Pennsylvania, where he earned a law 

degree, and at the University of Southern California, where he received a Ph.D. 

In 1921 he was adviser to the government of Hopei Province, and three years later he was 

deputy counselor in the Ministry of Finance in Peking. 

He served as Consul General in San Francisco and in New York, leaving here in 1932 to become 

Chinese Minister to Chile. 

In 1941 Mr. Chang was called home to serve as director of the department of American affairs 

in the Foreign Ministry in Chungking. 

Two years later he was sent to Portugal to represent his country as minister.  The following 

year he was appointed Ambassador to the Netherlands.  He retired from government service in 

1950. 

Mr. Chang received decorations from the Governments of Chile, Portugal and the Netherlands. 

Both he and his wife, Isabel Tong Chang, who died in 1957, came from prominent Chinese 

families.  Mr. Chang’s father, Chang Ying‐tang, was the Chinese Ambassador to the United States 

from 1909 to 1913.  Mrs. Chang was the daughter of Tong Shao‐yi, first Prime Minister of the 

Chinese Republic. 

Mr. Chang is survived by two brothers, Hsing Chang and Dr. An Chang; a sister, Mrs. M. I. 

Chang; six daughters, Millicent Yuan, Madeleine Chang. Marcelle Lee. Muriel Shek, Mimi Sunn and 

Mrs. Stuart Allen, 14 grandchildren and six greatgrandchildren. 

Funeral services will be held at 2 P.M. tomorrow at the George T. Davis Funeral Home in New 

Rochelle. 
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天津扶輪社員--張謙博士 

出使美國、歐洲和南美洲的傑出外交官 

 
 

張謙博士 (Dr. Henry K. Chang, HonLLD (USC), LLB (Pennsylvania))（1888–1977 年 2 月 20

日），廣東人，是二十世紀初至中期中華民國的一位傑出外交官，曾在美國、歐洲和南美洲擔任要職。 

1924年，時任美國機械出口公司副總裁(Vice President, American Machinery & Export Company)

加入天津扶輪社(Tientsin Rotary Club)為現職社員，職業分類「礦業工程」。1925 年，他擔任直隸省

政府顧問，並於 1925-1926 年度擔任天津扶輪社社長。 

 

 
 

張謙的外交生涯橫跨中國歷史上幾個關鍵的十年，包括民國時期和第二次世界大戰： 

 領事服務：他曾任中華民國駐美國舊金山和紐約總領事。 

 南美洲外交：1932 年，他被任命為中華民國駐智利公使。 

 戰時外交：1941 年，抗日戰爭期間，他被召回戰時首都重慶，擔任外交部美洲司司長。 

 歐洲外交：1943 年起，他擔任中華民國駐葡萄牙公使，隔年被任命為中華民國駐荷蘭大使。 

 

 
 

張謙，字公撝，祖籍廣東新會，出生於外交世家。父親張蔭棠，是大清國最後一位駐美國公使，

也是中華民國首位駐美國公使。妻子唐寶璋(Isabel Tong)，是中華民國首任國務總理唐紹儀的二女兒。

而唐紹儀的第五女兒唐寶玥(May Tong)正是外交家顧維鈞博士(Dr. V. K. Wellington Koo)的續弦妻

子。因此，張謙和顧維鈞是連襟，而且也同是扶輪社員，因為自 1922 年以來顧維鈞是上海扶輪社

(Shanghai Rotary Club)的榮譽社員。 
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張謙早年在歐洲唸中學，進而留學美國，獲賓夕法尼亞大學(University of Pennsylvania)法學士

學位。1909 年(大清國宣統元年)歸國後，應清廷學部考試，獲授舉人。1931 年，美國南加州大學

(University of Southern California)為表彰他在外交領域的貢獻，授予榮譽法學博士學位。 

張謙於 1910 年至 1913 年擔任中華民國駐美國華盛頓公使館名譽秘書。1910 年，他出任中國駐

美國教育代表團首席秘書。隔年（1911 年），他被任命為中國駐墨西哥公使館特派員。1914 年，張謙

返回中國，並在天津的多個商業和銀行機構任職。 

1925 年，張謙擔任直隸省(現今河北省)政府顧問。1927 年，他被任命為財政部副委員。1929 年，

當選為天津英租界工部局董事，同年稍後，張謙獲任命為駐美國舊金山(San Francisco)總領事。 

1931 年 3 月，張謙出任駐美國紐約(New York)總領事。1932 年 11 月，他出任駐智利(Chile)臨

時代辦。1933 年 5 月至 1941 年，張謙擔任中華民國駐智利全權公使。 

第二次世界大戰期間（1941 年），張謙奉召返回戰時首都重慶。1942 年 10 月起，張謙擔任中華

民國外交部美洲司司長。在盟軍戰爭高峰期負責處理與美國的關鍵外交關係，在國內外角色吃重。 

1943 年 9月至 1946 年 11 月，張謙被派往里斯本(Lisbon)，擔任中國駐葡萄牙共和國(Portuguese 

Republic)公使。戰爭期間，葡萄牙是重要的戰略中立國，也是東西方之間重要的通訊和情報樞紐。在

任期間，張謙於 1944 年首次明確提出中國應收回澳門主權，並於 1945 年 8 月 20 日要求葡萄牙政府

放棄其在中國的領事裁判權。 

1946 年 11 月，張謙被任命為駐荷蘭王國(Kingdom of the Netherlands)大使，直到戰爭結束及

戰後重建時期。在此期間，他參與了許多重要談判，其中包括與廢除荷蘭在中國的治外法權相關的談

判。1948 年 8 月，張謙回國任湖南省湘鄉地方法院推事兼院長。  

1950 年張謙退休，後遷居美國。妻子唐寶璋 1957 年去世，張謙 1977 年 2 月 20 日於紐約州新羅

謝爾(New Rochelle, New York)逝世（參見第 3頁新聞報導）。張謙和唐寶璋在美國和天津先後生育

女兒七名，兒子一名，皆移民美國。 

女兒七人有張美生（張美麗 Millicent）、張美如、張美和、張美珍、張美玉等。其中張美生嫁袁

世凱之子袁克安（Henry Yuan)，生兩子袁家驊（袁律，Frank Yuan）和袁家徽（袁徽 Arthur Yuan），

在美國生活。張美如，民國選美榮膺天津小姐頭銜，她和舅媽裕容齡共同為慈善義演。裕容齡曾為慈

禧御前女官，其夫唐寶潮為唐紹儀之侄，張謙妻唐寶璋的堂兄弟。張美如嫁天津首富李贊臣之子李亞

福，即總統曹錕女婿李伯福之弟，生活在美國。張美珍和李贊臣之幼子李叔福相戀，欲納為平妻；但

被李叔福原配極力反對，後納為繼妻。張謙妹妹嫁留美高材生盧炳玉，盧炳玉和張氏一子盧文杰娶容

顯麟之女容飛。容顯麟叔叔便是中國留學生之父容閎，容顯麟曾娶民國名媛唐瑛。盧炳玉和張氏一女

盧淑華則嫁著名建築師貝聿銘。 

 

張公撝舊居 

張公撝舊居，位於今天津和平區花園路 2號。張謙（公撝）全家移民美國後，由女婿李叔福（天

津李善人李贊臣幼子）管理至上世紀五十年代初。除花園路別墅外，張謙和唐寶璋子女還有房產在天

津英租界倫敦路 222 號，今天津五大道之成都道。袁世凱之子袁克安娶張謙之女張美珍曾住在此處。

倫敦路（今成都道）上，亦有袁克文和其子袁家騮別墅。 

 


