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Dr. Bernard K. W. Shaw — Charter Member of Hangchow Rotary Club

Prominent Chinese Economist and Banker

By Herbert K. Lau (%¥]#x]=2) (Rotary China Historian)
12 March 2016

Dr. Bernard K. W. Shaw (& # &1 2.), PhD (Columbia) (1891 - 1959) was a prominent
Chinese economist and banker who held significant positions in the Republic of China (® # =
®]) government. Shaw was one of the 24 charter members of the Hangchow Rotary Club (32
#* #4+) in 1931 holding the Classification “Finance — Foreign Exchange”, when he was the Vice
Governor of the Bank of China--Chekiang Branch (¥ R 42 {7 #riz » {7 & = £ ) in Hangchow
(Hangzhou) (3='+'), the provincial capital of Chekiang (Zhejiang) Province (i#ix).

Hangchow Rotary Club, chartered on 23 June 1932, was the first Mandarin speaking Club
in history. This was officially recognized by Rotary International after the visit of Douglas C.
Howland, Secretary for Eastern Asia, on 14-15 December 1933.

Shaw was a multifaceted individual:

® Academic and Economist: Born in Chekiang province, he graduated from Columbia
University with a Ph.D. in Economics in 1926. His doctoral dissertation focused on China’s
fiscal systems and democratic development, opposing unequal treaties and advocating for
customs autonomy. He also taught finance and economics at several universities.

® Banker and Government Official: Shaw held roles such as the Vice Governor of the Bank of
China’s Chekiang Branch, Deputy Director General of the International Trade Bureau, and
Director General of the China National Tea Corporation.

® Cultural Figure: Shaw was a disciple of the renowned sinologist and calligrapher Ma Yi-Fu
(5 - %), following his father’s dying wish.
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