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On the page of “Rotarians in the News” of《The Rotarian》magazine, Issue April 1950, 

there is a photo with such caption:  “Angus Ward (center), former Consul General and 

Rotarian in Mukden, China, reports to President Truman.  Now an honorary Rotarian in 

Allegan, Mich., he was imprisoned when Mukden was captured by the Communists and 

later released.  Secretary of State Dean Acheson listens.” 

 
But, there is no more information given by the Magazine on what had been happened on 

Rotarian Angus Ward and why he was “imprisoned” by the Chinese Communist, for how long 

and in what conditions before he was released.  Since it was happened in China, it is better 

for the Rotary China Historian to tell the story (see Pages 3-5). 

The Rotary Club of Mukden, Republic of China (中華民國瀋陽扶輪社), was re-organized 

on 12 February 1948, admitted to Rotary International on March 31st, and was later renamed 

as “Shenyang Rotary Club”.   But the Club was very short life that was eventually terminated 

on 21 December 1950. 
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 Angus Ivan Ward (華德) was an Active Member of Shenyang Rotary Club in 1948 when 

he was the United States Consul General in Shenyang (瀋陽), capital city of Liaoning Province 

(遼寧省), Republic of China (中華民國).  Mukden (奉天) was the Manchu name of the city. 

Angus Ivan Ward (1893–1969) was a Canadian-born American career Foreign Service 

officer who served as United States Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to 

Afghanistan from 1952 to 1956.  Born in Alvinston, Ontario, Ward enlisted in the U.S. Army 

during World War I after crossing into the United States and later pursued a 31-year 

diplomatic career, including postings in Siberia, Manchuria, and other regions. 

Ward’s most notable episode occurred as U.S. Consul General in Mukden (present-day 

Shenyang), where in late 1948 he and his consular staff were detained under house arrest by 

advancing Chinese Communist forces amid the Chinese Civil War.  The group, including 

Ward, endured isolation without communication or adequate supplies for over a year.  In 

November 1949, several staff members faced trial on espionage charges deemed baseless by 

U.S. officials, prompting widespread American outrage and demands for their release.  The 

diplomats were finally permitted to leave the People’s Republic of China (中華人民共和國) in 

December 1949 after intense diplomatic pressure, an event that foreshadowed broader U.S.-

China confrontations during the early Cold War.  This was the story about the picture 

printed on《The Rotarian》wants to tell.  Ward retired in 1956, having contributed to U.S. 

interests in challenging postings amid geopolitical shifts in Asia. 

 

 

 

The Story of Angus Ivan Ward 

 

Early Life and Military Service 
Angus Ivan Ward was born on 19 July 1893 in Alvinston, Ontario, Canada.  His parents 

were Rufus James Ward, aged 44 at the time of his birth, and Mary Ann McLean, aged 32.  

The former was likely of British or Irish descent common in the region, while his mother was 

of Russian origin.  Little is documented about his siblings or extended family, though Ward’s 

early life in rural Ontario reflected the modest circumstances of many Canadian farming 

communities in the late 19th century. 

As a Canadian by birth, Ward crossed into the United States during World War I to enlist, 

eventually becoming a naturalized U.S. citizen prior to his diplomatic career.  This 

transborder background informed his later resilience in frontier diplomatic postings, though 

no primary sources detail specific family influences on his career path. 
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During World War I, commissioned as a second lieutenant, Ward served in Company C, 

1st Battalion, 20th Engineers, a specialized forestry regiment tasked with logging operations 

to supply timber for military construction, railways, and other infrastructure needs of the 

American Expeditionary Forces in France.  The 20th Engineers, drawing heavily from 

civilian foresters and lumbermen, felled millions of board feet of timber between 1917 and 

1919, supporting Allied logistics amid timber shortages in Europe. 

Ward was later promoted to first lieutenant during his service, reflecting his 

contributions to these critical sustainment efforts.  His background in lumber sales and 

timber evaluation aligned with the unit’s mission, which emphasized efficient wood 

harvesting under combat conditions.  No records indicate combat infantry involvement.  

His role remained in rear-area engineering support.  Ward was discharged after the 

Armistice, transitioning to civilian pursuits before entering the Foreign Service in 1925. 

Diplomatic Career in China 

Initial Postings and Assignments 
Ward entered the U.S. Foreign Service in 1925 following prior experience as a lumber 

salesman, army officer, exporter, and timber evaluator for the Bureau of Internal Revenue. 

His initial assignment was as Vice Consul at Mukden (the Manchu name of present-day 

Shenyang), in Manchuria, where he handled consular duties amid the region’s volatile 

political and economic conditions under Chinese warlord control and Japanese influence. 

Subsequent early postings within China shifted southward across the Great Wall to 

Tientsin (Tianjin) (天津), involving responsibilities in trade facilitation, American citizen 

protection, and reporting on local developments during the Nationalist era’s consolidation 

efforts.  These assignments, spanning the late 1920s to early 1930s, provided Ward with 

foundational expertise in Sino-American relations before his 1934 transfer to the U.S. 

Embassy in Moscow.  During this period, consular work in northern Chinese ports 

emphasized monitoring commercial interests and navigating extraterritorial concessions, 

though specific dates for the Tientsin rotation remain undocumented in primary accounts. 

Role as Consul General in Mukden 
Ward served as the United States Consul General in Mukden, Manchuria, during a 

pivotal phase of the Chinese Civil War (國共內戰) in 1948.  His tenure involved overseeing 

consular operations amid the rapid advance of Communist forces against the Nationalist 

government, including the protection of American citizens, the issuance of visas, and the 

monitoring of local political and economic developments. Ward’s dispatches to the State 

Department provided critical intelligence on the deteriorating situation, such as the 8 May 

1948 telegram detailing the local security environment and Nationalist retreats.  These 

reports highlighted the Consulate’s role in maintaining a U.S. diplomatic presence in a region 

increasingly isolated from Nationalist control. 
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As Communist troops encircled and captured Mukden in late October 1948, Ward 

ensured the Consulate continued essential functions, including translating local press and 

communicating via radio with U.S. authorities.  He managed a staff of approximately 21 

Americans and local employees, adapting to restrictions imposed by the People’s Liberation 

Army (PLA) (人民解放軍), such as searches for arms at consular residences on 4 November 

1948 which Ward described as orderly but amid rowdy crowds outside.  Ward’s leadership 

emphasized operational continuity, including attempts to procure local currency and sustain 

basic services despite banking disruptions. 

A defining aspect of Ward’s role was his resistance to Communist demands for the 

surrender of the Consulate’s shortwave radio transmitter, which he viewed as essential for 

official communications.  This refusal, rooted in diplomatic protocol and U.S. policy to avoid 

concessions that could compromise intelligence capabilities, precipitated the PLA’s siege of 

the Consulate on 20 November 1948 isolating the compound and marking the onset of 

prolonged tensions.  Throughout, Ward prioritized staff welfare and accurate reporting, 

fostering activities to maintain morale amid supply shortages and external pressures accusing 

the Consulate of espionage activities. 

Detention Incident and Release 
In late 1948, following the Chinese Communist capture of Mukden in late October, the 

U.S. Consulate General came under effective house arrest, with staff denied freedom of 

movement and communications severed as of November 18th.  Communist authorities 

demanded surrender of the Consulate’s radio transmitter around November 20th, which 

Consul General Angus I. Ward refused, citing diplomatic protocols.  Tensions escalated over 

the following year, with limited telegraph access permitted from July 1949 amid ongoing 

restrictions. 

On 24 October 1949, Ward and four staff members---including Administrative Officer 

Ralph C. Rehberg (芮柏格) and Communications Technician Alfred Kristan (克里斯丹)---

were forcibly removed from Consulate premises by local police and imprisoned on charges of 

assaulting Chinese employee Chi Yu-Heng (姬玉衡).  According to Ward’s account, Chi had 

quit his position, rejected a final pay settlement, and returned disruptively.  During one visit, 

Ward briefly took Chi’s hand to escort him out, but Chi’s brother initiated violence, leading 

to Kristan being beaten by Chinese staff while Rehberg was restrained by guards---yet no 

American struck or injured Chi.  U.S. officials viewed the charges as pretextual, aimed at 

seizing Consulate assets amid the Chinese Civil War.  Detention conditions were severe: 

prisoners held incommunicado faced armed threats, unsanitary cells with unemptied waste, 

delayed supplies, and denial of medical care---including for Ward’s wife during an 

appendicitis episode.  U.S. Vice Consul in Mukden was repeatedly barred from access, and 

telegrams detailing abuses went undelivered until after release.  The State Department 

lodged protests with Communist leaders, applying diplomatic pressure short of force. 
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Trial occurred on 21 November 1949 before a “people’s court”, resulting in guilty verdicts 

the next day for assault.  Sentences of three to six months were suspended, with immediate 

orders to deport Ward, staff, and families.  Some aides, like Vice Consul William N. Stokes 

(史托克斯), were freed shortly after their testimony on November 28th.  The group departed 

Mukden by early December 1949, boarding the S.S. Lakeland Victory around December 6–7 

for Yokohama, Japan, arriving by mid-December.  Ward’s subsequent State Department 

report highlighted judicial perversion and local-senior authority rifts as factors in the ordeal. 

 

        
(Left Photo) Angus Ward (center) on board S.S. Lakeland Victory with staff members.  

(Right Photo) Armed PLA soldier posted aboard ship fondles Tommy gun as he watching. 

 

Group portrait of American Consul Angus Ward (center left, in fur hat), his staff, and their 

families as they pose on the deck of the S.S. Lakeland Victory, 12 December 1949. (LIFE)   

http://images.google.com/hosted/life/37144836144d056e.html
http://www.google.com.hk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjukanXnLjeAhUH57wKHSXlCKIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://images.google.com/hosted/life/5855181db2e54450.html&psig=AOvVaw1p_JUp4v9hqRVjWuBO-3xz&ust=1541334511030836
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Ambassadorship to Afghanistan 

Appointment and Key Responsibilities 
Angus I. Ward, a career Foreign Service Officer, was nominated by President Harry S. 

Truman on 21 June 1952 to serve as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to 

Afghanistan, with formal appointment confirmed on 27 June 1952.  He succeeded George 

Robert Merrell, assuming the role amid escalating Cold War competition for influence in 

South Asia, where Afghanistan balanced relations with the United States, Soviet Union, and 

Pakistan.  Ward’s prior experience, including consular service in China and a high-profile 

detention by Chinese communists in 1948–1949, positioned him to handle challenging 

diplomatic environments. 

As ambassador from 1952 to 1956, Ward’s primary responsibilities encompassed 

overseeing the U.S. Embassy in Kabul, directing diplomatic reporting on Afghan political and 

economic conditions, and advancing American interests through economic aid and technical 

assistance programs designed to counter Soviet expansionism.  He played a key role in 

urging Afghan leaders, including Prime Minister Mohammed Daoud Khan, to strengthen 

formal diplomatic reciprocity, such as appointing a resident ambassador to Washington, to 

solidify bilateral ties.  Ward also advocated for an assertive U.S. policy approach toward 

Afghanistan’s foreign initiatives, particularly its “Pushtoonistan” claims against Pakistan, 

which risked alienating U.S. allies and inviting greater Soviet involvement.  This “get tough” 

stance aimed to condition aid on moderation to preserve regional stability. 

During heightened tensions, such as the reported Soviet offer of military aid in April 1955, 

Ward enforced security protocols, including prohibiting American personnel from traveling 

beyond Kabul and briefing the expatriate community on risks, thereby safeguarding U.S. 

operations amid potential escalations.  These measures reflected his mandate to protect 

embassy staff and assets while monitoring and responding to geopolitical shifts that could 

undermine U.S. strategic objectives in the region. 

Major Diplomatic Initiatives 
During his tenure as U.S. Ambassador to Afghanistan from 1952 to 1956, Angus I. Ward 

prioritized expanding American technical and economic assistance programs to 

counterbalance Soviet influence in the region.  These initiatives included annual U.S. 

technical aid allocations of approximately US$1.5 million, directed toward agricultural 

development, public health improvements, and basic infrastructure projects, as part of 

broader Cold War efforts to foster goodwill and limit communist inroads.  Ward advocated 

for increased aid levels in his diplomatic reporting, arguing that enhanced support was 

essential to check Soviet expansionism amid Afghanistan’s non-aligned but opportunistic 

foreign policy. 

A central focus of Ward’s diplomacy involved managing U.S. responses to Afghanistan’s 

aggressive promotion of the Pashtunistan movement, which sought an independent state for 
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Pashtun tribes along the Afghan-Pakistani border and exacerbated regional tensions with U.S. 

ally Pakistan.  Ward emerged as a key proponent of a “get tough” policy toward Kabul, 

recommending firmer measures---such as conditional aid and diplomatic pressure---to curb 

Afghan irredentism and align its actions more closely with American interests in South Asian 

stability.  His 15 December 1953 dispatch to the State Department provided a critical 

assessment of Afghan foreign policy dynamics, emphasizing the need for assertive U.S. 

engagement to prevent Soviet exploitation of local grievances. 

In 1955, as Afghanistan convened a loya jirga to endorse Pashtunistan self-determination 

and accepted substantial Soviet military aid, Ward’s on-the-ground reporting informed 

Washington’s decision to temporarily suspend economic assistance, including wheat 

shipments, as a signal of disapproval over Kabul’s pro-Soviet tilt and anti-Pakistani stance.  

These efforts underscored Ward’s role in pragmatic, aid-leveraged diplomacy aimed at 

preserving U.S. leverage without direct military involvement, though they yielded mixed 

results amid Afghanistan’s balancing act between superpowers. 

Later Career, Retirement, and Legacy 

Resignation and Post-Government Activities 
Ward submitted his resignation as United States Ambassador to Afghanistan on 20 

March 1956 after serving 31 years in the Foreign Service.  President Dwight D. Eisenhower 

(美國總統艾森豪) accepted it with “real regret”.  His tenure in Kabul, which began in June 

1952, concluded effective later that year, marking the end of a career that included postings 

in challenging regions such as China and the Soviet Union. 

At age 62, Ward expressed his intention to devote his remaining years to private pursuits, 

eschewing further public service.  These included hands-on activities like carpentry and 

metalworking, as well as scholarly work on a Mongolian language dictionary he had initiated 

in 1927 during earlier diplomatic assignments.  No records indicate subsequent involvement 

in government advisory roles or high-profile public engagements following his retirement. 

Collections and Scholarly Contributions 
Ward assembled a significant collection of rare Russian-language accounts documenting 

explorations and travels in Mongolia and northern China, spanning publications from 1764 

to 1914.  The collection, which bears Ward’s bookplate on many volumes, focuses on pre-

revolutionary Russian excursions into these regions, reflecting his extensive diplomatic 

experience in Asia and interest in the area's historical interactions.  Key items include a two-

volume 1893 study of Central Mongolia and China’s eastern border, highlighting geographical 

and ethnographic details from Russian perspectives.  This assemblage provides primary 

source material for scholars examining Russo-Chinese border dynamics and Inner Asian 

history prior to the 20th century. 
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Angus Ivan Ward’s bookplate 

 

The Angus Ivan Ward Collection of Russian accounts of Mongolia and China 

 

Collection of 15 titles, in 18 vols.  Extensive collection of Russian works focusing mostly 

on Northern China and Mongolia, including important and rare travel, trade and exploration 

accounts.  Ward’s collection is remarkable for its wide range, comprising 150 years of 

Russian approach to China and their neighbouring region, Mongolia, before the Russian 

revolution.  Including important as well as lesser works, most in first editions and all rarely 

found on the market, the collection not only presents an excellent panorama of Russian 

exploration of the region, but also allows a rare understanding of the commercial and 

diplomatic relations between these two giant states.  It is completed by scholarly works on 

local languages and cultures.  Although Russian envoys and merchants were visiting and 

residing in Mongolia and China in the 17th century, printed accounts of the relations between 

these countries became available to Russian readers only in the mid-18th century.  At first 

they were Russian translations of works by Chinese authors, such as《An Account of the 

Chinese Mission to the Kalmyk Khan on the Volga in 1714》and《Their Journey through Russia 

by Tulishen》(1667â "1741), which describes in detail the first official diplomatic mission of 

China to a European State.  This early and important work, later published in English by 

Staunton himself, is represented here by a fine example of the first edition in Russian.  One 

of the first Russian scholars of China is the celebrated and prolific monk Iakinf Bichurin 

(1777-1853).  Leader of the 9th Russian Mission to Peking, he spent 14 years in China, 

learning the language and exploring the region.  His Notes on Mongolia (1828), illustrated 

with fine hand-coloured plates, is the first fundamental study of Mongolia by a Russian 

sinologist.  When Bichurin’s mission left Beijing, the smooth transition with the new 
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mission was under the control of the diplomat Egor Timkovskiy (1790-1875).  His 3-volume

《Travels through Mongolia to China in the years 1820 and 1821》(1824) became the first 

significant travel account of a Russian to China, collecting material on Eastern Turkestan, 

Mongolia, Tibet, China and Korea.  The 1860 Beijing agreement, ending the Second Opium 

War, brought a new turn to the Russian exploration of the region.  It was the result of 

Russian diplomatic efforts to facilitate negotiations between China on one side and Britain 

and France on the other, and it allowed the establishment of a permanent Russian diplomatic 

presence in Beijing (北京).  The negotiations and Russia’s role are described in detail in 

Baron Buksgevden’s《Russian China》(1902).  The last quarter of the 19th century was the 

most fruitful period for Russian exploration and the Ward collection includes some of the 

most important accounts published at that time.  Due to an extension of the Great Game to 

the East, many scientific Russian expeditions to Tibet and China were subsidized by the 

Russian Imperial Geographical Society, with often a hidden agenda focusing on mapping the 

region and gathering intelligence data.  An excellent example is given by Mikhail Pevtsov 

(1843-1902), a Russian army officer and student of Nikolay Przhevalskiy, his《Account of a 

Travel around Mongolia》. 

Scholarly Output 
In terms of scholarly output, Ward contributed firsthand accounts of his consular 

experiences in Communist-held Mukden (Shenyang), where he and his staff faced detention 

from November 1948 to release in 1949.  His summary in the Department of State Bulletin 

detailed the quarantine, trial, and diplomatic tensions, offering empirical insights into early 

U.S.-PRC consular frictions as a primary diplomatic narrative.  Similarly, his article in the

《 Foreign Service Journal 》 (February 1950) recounted the incident’s progression, 

emphasizing operational challenges in contested territories without editorial bias toward 

prevailing U.S. policy interpretations.  These writings, drawn from direct observation, serve 

as key evidentiary sources for analyses of Cold War-era Sino-American confrontations, 

though limited by their personal viewpoint. 

Death and Historical Assessment 
Ward died on 24 May 1969 at the age of 75. 

Historians assess Ward’s legacy primarily through his role in the 1948–1949 Mukden 

consulate detention, where he and his staff were held under house arrest by Chinese 

Communist forces for over a year following the communist takeover of Manchuria.  This 

episode, resolved only after U.S. diplomatic pressure and Ward’s trial in Mukden on charges 

of espionage (which he rejected), exemplified the immediate postwar breakdown in Sino-

American relations and influenced U.S. policy toward non-recognition of the People’s 

Republic of China until 1979.  The incident heightened domestic U.S. outrage, pressuring 

the Truman administration to bolster ties with the Republic of China on Taiwan (臺灣) and 

foreshadowed broader Cold War confrontations in Asia. 
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Beyond the detention, Ward is viewed as a quintessential “frontiersman” diplomat who 

served in rugged, high-risk postings across China and Afghanistan, contributing to U.S. 

intelligence and consular operations amid geopolitical upheaval.  His 31-year career, 

culminating in resignation from the Kabul ambassadorship in 1956 amid policy frustrations, 

highlighted the era’s demands on Foreign Service officers in non-aligned or contested regions, 

though his post-retirement pursuits in carpentry and private study received limited scholarly 

attention compared to his operational fieldwork.  Overall, Ward’s tenure underscored the 

causal links between on-the-ground diplomatic resistance and the hardening of U.S. 

containment strategies, with his Mukden stand cited as a pivot toward realist engagement 

over accommodation in communist spheres. 

 

*****     *****     *****     *****     ***** 

 

Rotarian Angus Ivan Ward and RotaryAnn Ingrad Hantwargh Ward 

on the deck of the S.S. Lakeland Victory, 12 December 1949.  (LIFE) 


