
1 

 

A Day of Outing for 30 Blind Girls at the Holiday Camp 

Built by the 108-Man Hong Kong Rotary Club in 1951 

By Herbert K. Lau (劉敬恒) (Rotary China Historian) 1 May 2016 

 

In 1951, seeing the post-war refugee stream in the British Crown Colony Hong Kong, and striving 
to help assimilate them, the Rotary Club of Hong Kong (香港扶輪社) took a special interest in the 

children---huddled in rude homes and rarely eating all they want---and looked for ways to help 
them.  The way soon appeared.  Raising some money of HK$200,000 (roughly rated US$32,000 at the 
time: US$1 = HK$6.25), the Club acquired some land at Silvermine Bay (銀礦灣) on Lantau Island (大

嶼山) (now the southeast side over the hill of The Hong Kong International Airport), and on it built 

holiday camp as gift for the Hong Kong children---there in the dining hall, play rooms, and dormitories, 
and on sunny sea-fresh playgrounds, on the beach and in the water.  Many donors have given money 
for equipment, and each year the Hong Kong Government subvented HK$5,000 (US$800) to help 
partial running costs.  The daily operation of the Camp was run by the Hong Kong Conference of Youth 
Organizations (香港青年協會), according to the Government Information Service. 

Each year several thousand of Hong Kong’s poorest children had a holiday by the sea.  The children, 
most of whom lived in squatter huts or in Government resettlement estates, went to Silvermine Bay, a 
mile-long crescent of silvery beach on Lantau Island, by one hour voyage of Yaumati Ferry (油蔴地小

輪) from the Hong Kong Island.  Most of them have never had a holiday before and the week at 

Silvermine Bay proved to be an experience they never forget.  The cost was very little---only HK$12 
(US$1.92).  Many families could not afford even this amount, however, and the children were paid by 
the charity organizations where they belonged to, or individuals who wanted to give them a treat. 

During their vacation in the Camp, children took part in organized activities, such as swimming, 
hiking, and visit to places of interest conducted by professional recreation instructors.  In their free 
time, they may have reading in the library or games of their own.  Highlight of the one-week-camping 
would be the camp-fires night with songs, self-organized dramatic performances, dancing and talent 
shows.  Children were requested to observe certain disciplines in the Camp.  Personal care, such as 
clothes laundry was strictly self-hands-on.  The Camp would provide three meals per day plus light 
refreshment before sleeping.  Most of the children put on about three pounds in weight while leaving 
the Camp.  Thousands of youngsters gained healthy pounds and a new belief in tomorrow.   

On the 3rd anniversary of the Camp in 1955, the 108-man Hong Kong Rotary Club invited 30 blind 
girls for an outing and spent a holiday in this Camp.  The 4-page reprint from《The Rotarian》

magazine May 1956 tells the story.  After this project was reported, the interest in aiding the Chinese 
refugees was drawn to the Seattle Rotary Club in Washington, U.S.A.  Very soon in the next spring of 
1957, the Club contributed US$1,500, which had made possible the shipment of 33,000 lb (15,000 kg) 
of powdered-milk, rice, and sugar.  The shipment was made through CARE (Cooperative for American 
Remittances to Europe) (國際關懷協會), since that was the only method whereby Rotary clubs could 

send food to The Rotary Club of Hong Kong for distribution to their special aid projects. 

The Camp had a large-scale reconstruction work in 2011. In 2014, the Hong Kong Jockey Club 
funded a major refurbishment.  Currently the Camp is run by the Hong Kong Playground Association 
and is named as HKPA Jockey Club Silvermine Bay Camp (香港遊樂場協會賽馬會銀礦灣營). 
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Aerial view in 1962 of the entire Camp complex which was opened in 1952, set on a pine-shaded hillock overlooking the 

Silvermine Bay beach on Lantau Island.   (Photo courtesy: The National Archives, United Kingdom) 
 

            
Campers in the dormitory                                             Campers enjoy their leisure games 

 
Scheduled Yaumati Ferry to Hong Kong Island – sailing time one hour 
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