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Nanking Rotarian Chien Tien-Ho
Pioneer of modern agricultural science in China
By Herbert K. Lau (¥]#=c2) (Rotary China Historian)
1 November 2015

Chien Tien-Ho (also known as T. H. Chien or O. T. Chien) (& = %§), MSc (Cornell), BSc
(Cornell) (27 February 1893 - 20 August 1972) was a prominent Chinese agricultural expert
who held several key positions within the government and academic institutions in Nanking
(Nanjing) (= * ), the capital city of the Republic of China (¥ # % K]).

He joined the Rotary Club of Nanking (= » #* #54+), when he was Deputy Director of the
National Agricultural Research Bureau (¥ # B % §# 2% #7 & “r & ), as an Active member
holding the Classification “Agricultural Research”. That was the period before the fall of
Nanking by Imperial Japan’s aggression in 1937.

Career in Nanking
® National Agricultural Research Bureau: He served as the Vice-Director, Deputy Director,
and eventually the Director of the National Agricultural Research Bureau in Nanking.

This institution was a significant center for agricultural research in China.
® Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry: Chien Tien-Ho was also the Vice-Minister of

Agriculture and Forestry.
® Academia Sinica: He held the position of Director for Zoology and Botany at the

Metropolitan Museum of Natural History, which was under the direct control and

supervision of the Academia Sinica (National Central Academy) in Nanking.
® University of Nanking: Before his governmental roles, he was a Professor of Plant

Breeding at the University of Nanking ( £ I# +~ ).

After his work on the Mainland, Chien was a key figure in the Sino-American Joint
Commission on Rural Reconstruction, serving as a member from 1948 onward. He was
trained at Cornell, Wisconsin, and California universities. He also authored a standard work,

(Agricultural Resources of China) , published by Cornell University Press in 1951.
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1978 -- Bronze statue of Chien Tien-ho erected at Quemoy County Agricultural Research Institute
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1978 -- Biographic inscription of Chien Tien-Ho on the bronze statue
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