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BEGINNING OF THE WUHU ROTARY CLUB.

More than ten years ago while on home leave some friends invited
me to go with them to their Rotary luncheon. The clean group of
business and professional men, the fine fellowship manifested and the
business like management of the program, greatly impressed me.
The value of such a club for my home town, Wuhu, was fixed in my
mind, but it seemed an impossibility. There were no clubs in the
interior of China and no literature or precedent for a Chinese language
club; which would be a requirement for a Club in Wuhu.

A few years later I attended the Shanghai Club as a guest and on
the next home leave spoke in several Rotary and other business men’s
clubs. This further knowledge of the objects and work of Rotary
increased my interest and appreciation. But there was no one in
Wuhu who had ever been a Rotarian or knew about Rotary.

In April 1934 just before going on home leave I was a guest at
the newly organized Nanking Club. The possibility of organizing a
club in Wuhu was mentioned and it did not seem quite so impossible.
While in the United States that summer there was further fellowship
at Rotary meetings. At Ann Arbor, Michigan, my old University
town, while speaking to the Rotary Club on China I mentioned my
interest and appreciation for Rotary objects and fellowship and ex-
pressed the desire that some day we might have a Club at Wuhu.
After the luncheon old friends offered to help promote the ogranization
of a club for Wuhu, They wrote to Rotary International and later in
the summer I was invited to visit headquarters where the officers
looked me over and loaded me up with literature. They also wrote
letters of introduction to Honorary Commissioner E. F. Harris in



Shanghai. At Rotary headquarters I also met an old school friend
Phil Lovejoy.

After returning to China Mr. Harris gave a lot of helpful advice
and some copies of a Rotary pamphlet in Chinese, which was the only
Chinese literature available at that time. He also wrote to Dr. Yen
Te-Ching, the President of the Nanking Club to sponsor the formation
of the Wuhu Club. Dr. C. T. Wang also gave us every encourage-
ment in the plans for a club at Wuhu. Work on a new hospital wing
and other pressing duties prevented my taking up the matter seriously
with Wuhu friends until after the summer. We then found a very
hearty response among many leading Chinese and several foreign
residents, to the idea of a Club for service and international good will.

Our Inspecting Commissioner Mr. Kao Wen-Peh has shown a
fine interest from the beginning and with Chao Shi-Kai, Superintendent
of Customs and Tsui Sung-Kuo, Manager of the San Peh Steamship
Co. joined me to form an organization committee. A pre-organization
tea and meeting was called for October 4th 1935 in Dr. and Mrs. Rob’t
E. Brown’s home. Eleven were present and plans were discussed and
made for a visit to the Nanking Rotary Club on Thursday the 10th.
Due to the holiday Nanking did not have a meeting on the 10th. On
the next Thursday four of our prospective members visited Nanking
Rotarians and were given a heartv welcome and the promise of a good
delegation to attend our organization meeting.

After a month’s absence attending the meeting of the Chinese
Medical Conference in Canton the organization work was taken up
again and on December 9th we wrote to Dr. Yen Te Ching that we
were ready to organize. He replied setting the date for the 19th of
December and expressed the hope of ‘‘getting one or two other members
to come along’. A few days later he sent the good news that seven
other Nanking members were coming with him to help us organize.
On the 16th Dr. Yen wrote again that Dr. C. T. Wang had just
returned from Japan and had consented to join the party from Nanking
Nanking certainly did its part in helping the Wuhu baby be born. On
December 19th ten of them drove over by motor car with Dr. Wang,
arriving in time for tea and a discussion of the final plans for the
organization meeting which was to be held in the Ti I Chuen rest-
aurent at 7 p.m.



Under the Chairmanship of Dr. Yen Te-Ching and the inspiration

of the Nanking visitors the meeting went over in a fine way with
addresses by Dr. Yen Te-Ching, Dr. C. T. Wang, Dr. James K. Shen
and Mr. R. S. Hall. A nominating committee was appointed and

nominated the following officers who were elected unanimously:

President Kao Wen-Peh
Vice President Chou Hsien-Sung
’ ,» G. L. Hankey
Secretary Rob’t E. Brown
Treasurer Ching Tze-1

The following is the list of the Charter Members of the Rotary

Club of Wuhu.

Dr. Robert E. Brown Institutions: Hospital
Administration,

Chao Shi Kai Public Revenue Customs

Chou Hsien Sung
Z. D. Henry Chen
Ching Tze I

G. L. Hankey

W. W. Haskell
Kao Wen Peh

Ko Teh Fa

Li Ta Tso

.o Dou Sing

Pao Chun Wen
A. Petigura

Shen Yung Nian
Tang Ming Ching
Tsui Liang Kung
Tsui Song Ku
Tu Ying Luan
Wang Chen Nan
Wang Kahn Hou
Yin Yu Chang

Railroad Transportation

Meat & Poultry Products

Central Banks of Issue

Refined Oil Products Distributing
‘Education-Private School

Provincial Government Adminis-
tration

Education-Middle School
Rice Distributing
Public Works

Sugar Distributing
Physician

Banking

Newspaper Publishing
Chambers of Commerce
General Exporting
Shipping

Judiciary

Flour Production
Surgory



The Charter membership list was closed December 28th and our
application for a Charter from Rotary International was forwarded by
District Governor Dr. Wang and on February 10th 1936 we received
a telegram that the Wuhu Club was elected on February 6th to Rotary
International as Club member 3915.

The above are the dry facts concerning the beginnings and
organization of the Wuhu Rotary Club. In the five months of its
existance the members have come to know each other better and are
studying Rotary principles and how we can apply them in our own
vocations and in service to our community. Only a beginning has been
made yet the Club is already recognized as one of the leading and
potent organizations in the life of Wuhu.

For the first time, through Rotary, men of different nationalities
and religions, varying professions and social groups meet together
weekly in fellowship with the common purpose of “Service above Self”
and facing the common task of applying this motto in our own and
our community life, The opportunity for foreign and Chinese busi-
ness men to meet weekly in friendly fellowship and service is of
inestimable value for international goodwill. The dozens of welcome
letters that have come to us from as many different countries have
helped us understand and appreciate the great international fellowship
to which we belong. With Charter Night arranged for May 16th the
Club will have passed another milestone of its history. May the years
ahead lead us on to increasing fellowship and service.

ROBERT E. BROWN.
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