
 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Glossary 

(1) The author – Vivian Van Vick 

 

A nation can be known through its children, and journalist Vivian Van Vick, author of this story, introduces 

us to a mysterious, enigmatic country by telling us of her encounters with China’s children in 1979 when the 

country was recovering from the 10-year Cultural Revolution (無產階級文化大革命).  There were more than 

a billion people in China, many of their children emerging into adulthood contemporaneously with China’s 

emergency into the modern world.  How did writer Van Vick’s “long march” to China come about? 

“The oldest continuous civilization on earth has always intrigued me,” she said.  “While waiting for 

resumption of travel to the People’s Republic of China, I studied Chinese, learned a bit of calligraphy, 

subscribed to English magazines from Peking, and read every book that would help me.”  “My husband, 

Joseph Tomes, and I traveled with a 50-member group from the United States and Canada.  One cannot 

travel alone in China due to language problems.  The shortage of English-speaking guides makes group 

travel necessary.” 

Md. Vivian Van Vick, who has often traveled to Europe, Africa, and the Orient, described her month-long 

trek through China as a “travel experience without compare.”  Many of the reasons can be found in her 

article. 

(2) Zhengzhou University = 鄭州大學 

(3) Communist Party Chairman Mao Tse-tung = Chairman Mao Zedong = 中國共產黨中央委員會主席毛澤東 

(4) Peking = Beijing = 北京 

(5) Nanking = Nanjing = 南京 

(6) Vice Premier Zhen Yong-gui = Vice Premier Chen Yonggui = 國務院副總理陳永貴 

(7) Yangtze River = 揚子江 / 長江 

(8) Shumchum = Shenzhen = 深圳 

(9) Canton = Guangzhou = 廣州 

(10) Nantang Catholic Church = The Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception = 聖母無染原罪堂 / 宣武門天主

堂 / 南堂 

(11) Deng Xiaoping = 鄧小平 

 

This article was edited by Herbert K. Lau (劉敬恒) (Rotary China Historian) on 1 July 2015. 


