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Yosuke Matsuoka — from Rotarian to War Criminal
By Herbert K. Lau (%¥]#xl=2) (Rotary China Historian)
3 September 2015

Today is the 70th anniversary of the War Victory Day. As the final official unconditional
surrender of the Imperial Japan (P # # &) was accepted aboard the battleship USS Missouri in
Tokyo Bay on 2 September 1945, concluding the Second World War, the Nationalist Government of
the Republic of China (¥ # = B ® % #c /i), which represented China on the Missouri, announced 3-
day holidays to celebrate “Victory over Japan Day”, starting September 3. Commencing from the
year 1946, [September 3] was celebrated in China as [Victory of War of Resistance against Japan
Day] (#zp < 2 4] % & p ), which evolved into the [Armed Forces Day] (& + &) in Taiwan (£ %)
since 1955 until today.

War crimes were committed by the Empire of Japan in many Asian-Pacific countries during the
period of Japanese imperialism and militarism, primarily during the Second Sino-Japanese War
and Pacific War. In the list of Class-A war crimes, 25 Japanese officials were tried for plotting and
waging war, i.e. crimes against peace. Some of them were tried additionally for Class-B and Class-
C crimes, and all those multiply convicted were executed.

Among the Class-A, there was Yosuke Matsuoka (¥ & %+ ), who had been in 1928 the first
president of the Dairen Rotary Club (+ i @ — % ) — & % %) at the sea port Dairen (Dalian) (+ i)
of then the Japanese territory Manchuria. At that time, he was general manager and vice-president
of The South Manchuria Railway Co., Ltd. (& % V483§ th3% ¢ AT E ~ &4 30).

However in 1930, Matsuoka resigned from Rotary as well as all other appointments in Dairen.
He returned to Japan proper became a politician and was later a diplomat and Minister of Foreign
Affairs (¢t 7%+ 5 ) of the Japanese Empire during the early stages of World War II. He is best
known for his defiant speech at the League of Nations (& % % B ) in February 1933, ending Japan’s
participation in the organization. He was also one of the architects of the Tripartite Pact and the
Soviet—Japanese Neutrality Pact in the years immediately prior to the outbreak of war.
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The Sea Port of Dairen

Dairen, the spelling in Nippon language for “Dalian”, is a major sea port located on the southern
tip of Liaodong Peninsula (:f 4 & & ). It is the southernmost city in both Liaoning (if %) and the
entire northeastern Chinese mainland.

In April 1895 the Ch’ing Empire (= 7 &) conceded defeat in the First Sino-Japanese War (©
= g & /i p ®4), ceding Liaodong Peninsula, Taiwan and Penghu (4 # - i## ), and making many
other concessions in the Treaty of Shimonoseki (17 April 1895) (5 & i 4).

During the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-1905, the Liaodong Peninsula became a major
battleground. The Treaty of Portsmouth (signed 5 September 1905) (# & 5 #7i% X)) ceded Port
Arthur (Liishun) (*< %) to the Imperial Japan, which set up the Kwantung Leased Territory (& &
), on roughly the southern half of present-day Dalian. Japanese invested heavily in the region,
which became the main trading port between Manchuria and Japan. After control of the Liaodong
Peninsula, the Japanese completed the Russian plan, developing a fine modern city and an efficient
modern port. By 1931 Dairen was a major Japanese port in the Chinese mainland, exceeded in its
volume of trade only by Shanghai (_t ;/4#). Under the Japanese administration, Dairen became a
major industrial centre. A chemical industry was established, and the city also became a centre of
cotton-textile production. Since the completion of the South Manchuria Railway in 1901, it had
been the Railway’s headquarters; huge railway workshops were built to supply locomotives, rolling
stock, and equipment to the Railway and also to other rail lines in Korea and northern China. In
the 1930s the machine-building industry was further developed with the construction of a large plant
belonging to the Dairen Machinery Company. In addition, shipbuilding became important during
that decade, and by 1941 the port was producing ships of 8,000 tons.

Japan leased the area from Manchukuo (% 7+ &) after establishing that puppet state in 1932.
In 1937, as the Second Sino-Japanese War began, Japan enlarged and modernized the trade zone as
two cities: Dairen in the north and Ryojun (*z &) (Liishun or Port Arthur) in the south.

Dairen Rotary Club

The Rotary Club of Dairen, located in the city of Dairen, South Manchuria, Kwantung Leased
Territory (under the Japanese regime), was organized on 21 November 1928, and was admitted to
Rotary International on 21 January 1929, Charter No. 3037. There were 23 charter members with
22 ethnic Japanese. Yosuke Matsuoka (Classification — Railroad Transportation) was elected to
serve as the first club president. The Club met on every Thursday at 12:30 p.m. at Yamato Hotel
(+ fe*z 42), bilingually in Nippon and English languages.

The Dairen Rotary Club became a member of the 70th District of Rotary International. In his
report dated 14 December 1928, District Governor Unekichi Yoneyama (3t .1 ¥+ %) wrote:

“The efforts to establish a club at Dairen for a year or so was ripen during the summer and the time
to reap quickened by the Second Pacific Rotary Conference held in Tokyo. It was arranged to send
to the city Rotarian Shin Inouye as the Governor’s special representative. In the later part of

2



September he visited and surveyed Dairen accompanying Mr. 1. B. Sutton, the President R. I., who
brought about telling influences over the people interested in Rotary. They talked over the matter
with those prospective men: J. Yamamoto, Y. Matsuoka, R. Ishida and J. Furusawa. Then
Organizing Committees were elected: J. Furusawa as chairman, R. Ishida, Z. Hamarura, M. Kuroda
and S. Tsuda making up the personnel. The Organizing Meeting was held at Yamato Hotel Dairen
on November 21st, with attendance of 16 men.”

7{01‘4}’9 Comes .
Jo Manchuria [ T

ROTARY CLUB has been organized at Dai-
4 ren, South Manchuria, a part of the 70th
Distriet, which also includes Rotary clubs in
Japan proper, Chosen, and Formosa. Many
opportunities for Rotary effort are found in
these commercial cross-
roads of the East.
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The Yamato Hotel ( + #-#4g) (center) served as the headquarters for the Rotary Club of Dairen, and later served for
3 more clubs in other 3 cities of Manchuria--- Mukden ( # % )(Shenyang /#/# ), Harbin (#¢ f ;% ), and Hsinking (#7
% )(Changchun £ % ). Various municipal buildings were shown with the beautiful public squqre in the foreground.
“Yamato” was a chain of hotels in Manchuria owned and operated by the South Manchuria Railway during the period
from the 1910s to 1940s. Some of these hotels still exist in Northeast China, under different names. The same fabric

of building in Dalian today has already been converted into Dalian Hotel ( < i¢ # 4).
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As at 31 December 1937, the Club had a total membership of 59 men. Regrettably, the Rotary
Club of Dairen was terminated for membership with Rotary International on 31 December 1940.
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EA B (1935-1945 &+ ) Frp & 7 Bk I2 - B [F]
Location map of Manchukuo (literally “the Nation of Manchu”) (1933-1945) and the Japanese Empire
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From Politician to War Criminal

A Christian educated in the United States

Matsuoka Yosuke (#» & ¥+ ) (3 March 1880 — 26 June 1946) was born as the fourth son to a
shipping magnate in Kumage District, Yamaguchi Prefecture (.1 © 2% i< = #%) (now part of the city of
Hikari £ % ). At the age of 11, his father’s business went bankrupt, and Matsuoka was sent to the
United States with a cousin in 1893 under the sponsorship of Methodist missionaries to study
English. He settled in Portland, Oregon, living initially at the Methodist Mission, and was
subsequently taken into the household of the widower William Dunbar, which included Dunbar’s
son Lambert, and Dunbar’s sister, Mrs. Isabelle Dunbar Beveridge. Mrs. Beveridge served as a
foster mother to Matsuoka and helped him adjust to American society. Matsuoka’s affection for
her lasted well after he returned to Japan. She died in 1906.

Matsuoka enrolled at Portland’s Atkinson Grammar School (which still exists as Atkinson
Elementary School), and due to the influence of Mrs. Beveridge and the Dunbar family, became a
Presbyterian Christian, being baptized by Rev. Kawabe, taking the name of “Frank Matsuoka”. He
later moved to Oakland, California, with his older brother Kensuke and attended Oakland High
School for 18 months. He then returned to Portland and studied law, paying his way by various
odd jobs, including busboy, door-to-door salesman (of coffee) and interpreter for a Japanese
contractor.

Matsuoka graduated from the University of Oregon law school in 1900. Although the
University of Oregon had strong connections with Waseda University (& #%v + £ ) in Japan,
Matsuoka considered going on to an Ivy League school for post-graduate studies. However, the
deteriorating health of his mother influenced his return to Japan in 1902.

Career Diplomat

On Matsuoka’s return to Japan in 1902, he attempted to gain admission to Tokyo Imperial
University (4 » # B * %), but was unsuccessful due to his lack of connections and the lack of
acceptance of his studies overseas by the Tokyo University Law School. In 1904, Matsuoka decided
to pursue a career as a bureaucrat instead, and passed the Foreign Service examinations and was
accepted into the Foreign Ministry (¢} 7+ % ). Within two years, he was appointed vice-consul at the
Japanese Consulate in Shanghai. He was subsequently attached to the Governor-General of the
Kwantung Leased Territory (# L %4 f}), where he became acquainted with Goto Shinpei (15 %7
), then president of the South Manchuria Railway, and Yamamoto Jotaro (.1' & % = %), then
working for Mitsui (= # # 2 ) in developing the natural resources of Manchuria. Over the next 18
years Matsuoka advanced quickly through the ranks of diplomats. He was briefly assigned as First
Secretary of the Japanese Embassy in Washington D.C., U.S.A., in 1914, and was a member of the
Japanese delegation to the Paris Peace Conference in 1919. Matsuoka served as secretary to Prime
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Minister Terauchi Masatake (p B %32 <~ § # p 1 ) and to Terauchi’s Foreign Minister Goto
Shinpei (¢t 7%+ g & % 3#7-T), where his knowledge of the English language was an asset. Matsuoka
was also an outspoken defender of Japanese participation in the Siberian Intervention against the
Bolshevik forces in the Russian Civil War.

South Manchuria Railway and political career

Matsuoka was appointed as Japanese Consul to China in 1921, but turned down the assignment
to return to Manchuria as a director of the South Manchuria Railway Company in 1922. In 1927,
Matsuoka was promoted to the position of Vice-President of the Railway. He was also responsible
for the expansion of the coal mines in Fushun (3% "%) and the construction of a coal liquefaction plant.
However, in 1930, he resigned from the South Manchuria Railway and returned to Japan. In the
1930 General Election, Matsuoka ran for a seat in the Lower House of the National Diet (% % %) of
Japan from Yamaguchi Prefecture with the support of the Rikken Seiyiikai (Constitutional
Association of Political Friendship) (= & #< % ¢ ) political party.

However, following the Manchurian Incident of 18 September 1931 (4 - ~ ¥ %), the
establishment of Manchukuo and the Lytton Report to the League of Nations condemning Japan’s
actions, Matsuoka was drawn back into the arena of foreign affairs to head Japan’s delegation to the
League of Nations in 1933. Matsuoka gained international notoriety for a speech condemning the
League of Nations and announcing Japan’s withdrawal, leading the Japanese delegation out of the
League’s assembly hall.

Following his return to Japan, Matsuoka announced his resignation from the Rikken Seiyukai
and his intent to form his own political party modeled after the National Fascist Party in Italy.
However, the party never gained the mass support Matsuoka had anticipated, and in 1935 he
returned to Manchuria as president of the South Manchuria Railway. He held that post until 1939.
Despite his admiration of the Italian fascist movement, Matsuoka was also a supporter of the plan
to settle Jewish refugees in Manchukuo.

Foreign Minister of Japan 1940-41

In 1940, Matsuoka was asked to assume the cabinet position of Minister of Foreign Affairs
under Prime Minister Fumimaro Konoe (p B %32 < 9 i~ ). Matsuoka was a major advocate
of a Japanese alliance with Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy, whose assistance he saw as a perfect
balancing force against the United States, and as such was one of the primary orchestrators of the
Tripartite Pact in 1940.

On 31 December 1940, Matsuoka told a group of Jewish businessmen that he was “the man
responsible for the alliance with Adolf Hitler, but nowhere have I promised that we would carry out
his anti-Semitic policies in Japan. This is not simply my personal opinion, it is the opinion of Japan,
and I have no compunction about announcing it to the world.”

During March—April 1941 Matsuoka visited Berlin, Nazi Germany, and Moscow, Soviet Union.
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On 29 March 1941, at a conversation with German Minister of Foreign Affairs Joachim von
Ribbentrop, Ribbentrop was instructed to not tell the Japanese anything about the upcoming
Operation Barbarossa, and that the Japanese be kept in the dark about Germany’s plans.
Ribbentrop tried to convince Matsuoka to urge the government in Tokyo to attack Singapore,
claiming the British navy was too weak to retaliate due to its involvement in the Battle of the Atlantic.
Matsuoka responded to this by stating preparations to occupy Singapore were under way.

Matsuoka also signed the Soviet-Japanese Neutrality Pact during his visit to Moscow in April
1941. However, after Nazi Germany’s invasion of the Soviet Union in June 1941, Hitler proposed
to Matsuoka that Japan take part in the attack as well. Matsuoka became a fervent supporter of
the idea of a Japanese attack on Siberia, and constantly pressured Konoe and the leaders of the
Imperial Japanese Army and Imperial Japanese Navy to mobilize the military for that purpose. In
the end, both the army and the navy as well as Konoe decided to concentrate military efforts on
targets south of Japan.

Despite the military’s opposition to his ideas, Matsuoka continued to loudly advocate an
invasion of Russia and became increasingly reckless in his diplomatic dealings with the United
States, which he believed was conspiring to provoke Japan into a war. Matsuoka’s hostility towards
the United States (a vocal opponent of Japan’s military campaigns) alarmed Konoe, who wanted to
avoid war with the United States. Konoe and the military hierarchy colluded to get rid of Matsuoka.
To this end, Konoe resigned in July 1941 and his cabinet ministers resigned with him, including
Matsuoka. Konoe immediately was made prime minister again, and replaced Matsuoka as Foreign
Minister with Admiral Teijiro Toyoda (£ = ¢ = 2%). When the Pacific war broke out, Matsuoka
professed, “Entering into the Tripartite Pact was the mistake of my life. Even now I still keenly feel
it. Even my death won’t take away this feeling.” Matsuoka subsequently drifted into obscurity
and lived in retirement through the war years.

The Fall of the Japanese Empire

The unconditional surrender of the Japanese Empire was announced by Emperor Showa
(Hirohito) (F~4==* 2 ) (4% =) on 15 August and formally signed on 2 September 1945, bringing the
hostilities of the World War II (including the Pacific War) to a close.

Following the surrender, Matsuoka was arrested by the Supreme Commander of the Allied
Powers in 1945 and held at Sugamo Prison (i g4+ % #r). However, he died in prison of natural
causes on 26 June 1946, before his trial on war crimes charges came up before the International
Military Tribunal for the Far East. In 1979, he was enshrined in Yasukuni Shrine (& #¢ 4+),
together with 12 convicted war criminals of the Pacific War.

KeKFKk*k KXXXKX KHKXKX¥ KKFHk*k KKKKk*k

After his resignation from the Dairen Rotary Club, Yosuke Matsuoka contributed an article
(Japan is the Japanese) to (The Rotarian) magazine and was published in July 1933:
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An interpretative discussion of
how Nippon’s ‘man of the street’
views life’s problems. A similar
article from China is scheduled
foranearlyissue of this magazine.

Japan Is the

Japamnese
By Yosuke Matsuoka

AS a former Rotarian, and one who is

bound by deep ties both to my native land,
Japan, and to the United States, where as a boy
and a youth the formative period of my life
was spent, I am glad indeed to try to interpret
Japan to Rotarians, and to American Rotarians
in particular. In America I talked plainly to
Americans, because I knew they liked it; in
Japan I shall speak as plainly. Because it be-
hooves us Japanese to understand America, even
as we wish Americans to understand us.

Here in Japan the “man in the street” is beginning
to take more than ever before, an interest in national
affairs. As a rule, the material side of life does not
appeal to the Japanese masses as it does to the Ameri-
can or European. The majority party, the Seiyukai,
of which I am one of the parliamentary represent-
atives, has for some time been trying to appeal to the
Japanese people through the economic problems
which confront them. Thus far it has not had
great success.

The average Japanese, though he may feel keenly
things that directly affect his personal living, never
permits those things to stir him into action. He may
grumble, but he will not rise up into revolt. He does
not resent or envy others who may be richer than he.
Proletarian leaders in Japan so far have failed to stir
up the masses on political or economic grounds. They

THE ROTARIAN
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A recent photograph of the author taken at Geneva, where
he was Japan’s chief delegate to the League of Nations.

are learning, however, to appeal to the masses spir-
itually and are succeeding in that direction to a
certain extent.

This may explain why radicalism flourishes in Ja-
panese universities and among the intellectuals; it
explains also why the Japanese people do not take
much interest in ordinary times in diplomacy and
international affairs, but when they feel the nation is
menaced, they rise up to a man to its defense.

One of Japan’s immediate problems is her popula-
tion. Her natural increase is between %00,000 and
1,000,000 persons per year. Industrialization is one
cause; another is the natural tendency of the nation
to grow. And this nothing can stop. But even Japan
can not go on forever increasing its population at the
present rate. The food question and other agencies
will automatically regulate reproduction in time.
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Some people today advocate birth control. That is
nothing new in Japan. Under the Shogunate for more
than 300 years the population was stable.

Under the feudal system the Samurai had hard and
fixed rules governing their allowances per year. Since
they could not increase their incomes they regulated
the increase in their families. The birth rate was defi-
nitely fixed. Since the “door” to Japan was opened
by Commodore Perry in 1858, Japan’s population
began to grow. For thirty years or more there was
no appreciable gain, but in the last half century
Japan’s population was doubled. It is now 65,000,000
—counting what we call pure Japanese, or around
90,000,000 if Koreans and inhabitants of the colonies
are counted.

—I;IIS population problem is at the bottom of many
of Japan’s domestic difficulties. It intensifies that
restlessness, found more or less everywhere as a result
of the world depression, making it perhaps more
acute in Japan.

I have my own special theory regarding Japan’s
population problem. To me the fact that Japan’s
population has doubled in the last generation or two
does not mean that her national needs have increased
only that amount. The fact is that the West, in open-
ing up Japan, has taught us many things—among
them a “material craving.” Compared with the “ma-
terial craving” of our grandfathers’ time, the Japanese

Photo: Acme
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nation of today has a craving five times as great.
While the population may have doubled, the nation’s
craving for material things has increased five-fold
in the same time.

To make a graphic comparison: imagine the state
of California (which has a population of around
3,000,000) being populated with 65,000,000 people.
Then imagine them craving, in material things, five
times as much as they now demand. Or, if you want
to compare the Japanese Empire as a whole, imagine
the states of Oregon and California with 90,000,000
population and being placed in a similar situation.
There you have Japan’s position zis-a-vis the rest of
the world in respect to her population problem and
the “material craving” of her people.

Foreigners are likely to ask why such a situation

Phota: © TPublishers

Picturesque torii gates
abound in [apan. Sailors
believe farr weather and
success will attend them
if their boat sails un-
der the lintels of a torii.

There's no talk about
international  affairs
herel An alert news-
papercamera-man was
on the job when Mr.
Matsuoka recently re-
turned from his long
sojourn in Europe,
and caught this picture
as he was welcomed
by his family back to

. their home in Tokyo.
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has not caused an uprising in Japan, why a social
revolution has not resulted long before this. There
are several answers, and I have my particular theories.
Firstly (and you will be surprised to hear this), the
Japanese people are inherently communistic. Our an-
cestors solved the communist question generations

upon generations ago by becoming moral com-
munists. They probably discarded as un-
workable the social and political

It is cherry blossom time in
Japan and these child-
ren are bound for
a picnic.

com-
munism
such as Russia is
experimenting with today.
They found that social and po-
litical communism would not offer a so-
lution to the problems of the human race.

The moral communism, under which we Japanese
have lived for centuries, at one time almost wiped
out all idea of private ownership. Even today in the
average Japanese family there is no idea of the
father’s property or the brother’s property. The
ownership is vested in the family. When Japan was
opened up to the foreigner, and emerged from cen-
turies of long isolation, along with foreign goods was
imported the idea of private ownership. But for
years, under our feudal law, property of the in-
dividual could be seized and appropriated at will.
The people accepted the fact, since they never had
any rigid notions about the sacredness of private
property. Everything belonged to the state or the
Emperor and the Emperor owed all to the people.
The Emperor even today rules by the will of Heaven
and the will of Heaven is the will of the people and
vice-versa. Only recently has the right to private
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property been codified, and among the people is still
only a hazy notion of what is yours and what is mine.

In my own experience, I have never known an-
other country, especially in the West where you have
so many men calling on you for pecuniary assistance.
A man who is an absolute stranger may call upon
you in Japan for aid without the slightest embarrass-
ment or sense of shame. All that is necessary is for
you to have and for him to have not. Unabashed he
asks for aid! unquestioningly you render it.

The practice is not confined to the poor, either. A
well-to-do man may want to run for parliament and
be in need of 10,000 yen. He will ask it of someone
who has it. Wealthy men in Japan send hundreds of
poor boys through schools, colleges, and uni-
versities. I myself have assisted many. But
one never attaches any strings to the
gift. In America your rich
men give huge sums
for endowments,

Photo: Ewing
Galloway

dations, etc.
But with them it
apparently is a hobby;
with us Japanese it is a deep in-
grained tradition—the results of gen-
erations and centuries of moral communism.

Why are we this way? Why do we not attach
great importance to private ownership and great
wealth? Why have we such a hazy notion of per-
sonal property? It is inherent in our race.

Another proof, if one is needed. In no country in
the world is there so little organized charity. True
Japan has her orphans and destitutes, in numbers as
large as almost any other country. But, except where
we have established them through imitation, we have
very few orphan asylums [Continued on page 53]
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Japan Is the Japanese

[Continued from page 8]

such as you have in the West. The Jap-
anese take care of their destitute and in-
firm and aged, individually.

When the proper time comes you may
see developed in Japan—and I may de-
velop it—a Fifth Internationale, based
upon moral communism, which will put
the Third and the Fourth Internationales
out of business.

Humanity is not long going to tol-
erate a condition where part of the people
live in poverty and want, while another
section accumulate wealth that it does
not need. Man’s inhumanity to man is a
problem which our modern civilization
will have to solve. Political and social
communism will not solve it. There will
have to be some other remedy.

Much has been heard in the United
States and at Geneva recently about the
so-called domination of Japan by militar-
ists. It is a fantasy. Nothing has been so
much misrepresented as the Japanese mil-
itarist. The officers of the Japanese army
come from all walks of life. The minister
of war, Araki, arose from very poor be-
ginnings; onc of the famous military
leaders in Japanese modern history, Baron
Tanaka, was of a very poor family of um-
brella makers. The Japanese people have
supported the military in the recent crisis
because they firmly believed the nation’s
existence was at stake. When they were
not so convinced—and that happened in
the Shantung Affair, the government was
unsuccessful in its military endeavors.

Photo: Publishers Photo Service

The Japanese people are of intensely
independent disposition. They will not be
dictated to, by the military or anybody
else. If a Japanese feels he is being dic-
tated to, he will fight; that is one reason
he was ready to fight the entire world
rather than yield at Geneva when he be-
lieved he was in the right. On the other
hand he will listen to argument and rea-
son, and more often than not is willing
to be convinced.

IN modern Japan, the newspapers are
playing a great role. There also has been
noised about among foreigners a belicf
that the press is subservient to the gov-
ernment or certain classes, groups or
agencies. That is not true. No government
can control the Japanese press. Japanese
politicians as a class are afraid of it. It is
true that now and then some newspapers
fall under the control of certain interests,
just as in the United States and even
more so in certain European countries.
But on the whole the Japanese newspa-
pers are the most independent in the
entire world. Nothing in Japan has
grown so rapidly in importance as has
the modern press. Japan is the most liter-
ate country in the world, practically the
entire population of 65,000,000 pure Japa-
nese being able to read. Internally and
externally the Japanese Press swings the
policy of the nation.One newspaper alone
has been known to have actually brought
about the downfall of a cabinet.
Compared with the United States,
Japan is a small and poor country. But I
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A religious pilgrim to Oyama from
Sagami Province rings a gong to
attract the attention of the Gods.

am proud that we are not poor in a
spiritual sense. In spite of our limited re-
sources, we are going ahead with courage
and confidence in this period of world-
wide depression. We know that every
cloud has a silver lining. We know that
sunshine follows every storm. If we can
face and fight our troubles, so can you
Americans, with your abundance of na-
tural resources, of intelligence, of experi-
ence, of skill, and of courage. We Japanese
are keenly interested in America’s recov-
ery. We want you of the United States to
recover quickly and thoroughly. We need
more of your trade; until you recover
we can not have it.

I.am convinced that the United States
is interested, in her international rela-
tions, primarily in maintaining peace—
peace with all the world including Japan.
And I think Americans are beginning to
realize that that is also our desire.

Why cannot the banner of the Rising
Sun and that of the Stars and Stripes be
forever the emblems of peace in the
Pacific, with all nations marching in con-
fidence and friendship towards a com-
mon goal of peace and human happiness?

Grandfather cares for granddaughter,
in picturesque Japanese dress, while
mother goes about her daily duties.



1933 # 27 24 p —FL PP T P RD2ESRBIE LD LRFIHERFY < g1 #F A7 BRI GEH -
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24 February 1933 -- In Geneva, Switzerland, Yosuke Matsuoka, Japan’s ambassador plenipotentiary, addresses to
withdraw at the League of Nations Extraordinary Assembly in which deliberate the Lytton Commission report on

the Sino-Japanese dispute especially Mukden Incident. (Getty Images)
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24 March 1933 -- Waving their banners which charge Japan with outrages in China and Manchuria, Chinese held a

short-lived demonstration on the arrival of Yosuke Matsuoka, chief Japanese delegate to the League of Nations.
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27 March 1941 -- Matsuoka in Berlin, reception at Hitler’s office in the Reich Chancellery in Berlin: (L-R)

interpreter Paul Otto Schmid, Yosuke Matsuoka, Foreign Minister of Japan, and Adolf Hitler (Getty Images)

1941 # 37 29 p —p & hgafafy Ed LB L fF oA B FrRpgFEFFHIF? £4 F
AT E R £ RRRIE EA o
29 March 1941 -- Yosuke Matsuoka, Foreign Minister of Japan, signing in the Golden Book of the city of Berlin
at Bellevue Castle, guest house of the Germany government, to the left: Berlin Mayor Ludwig Steeg,
to the right: Otto Meissner, State Minister. (Getty Images)

15



)

KN M
YR R BERE 2

-
”
-

TREMOME BB T el e

S MRS MAA U RS~ o ST A S

H RIS

.alsg—u
PERIAFI ARSI ON - UNAM mn =B N O
ST IR O M B D ORI U e 9 PR |\

B0\ TR o R B

S
=

bl

[+

1941 # 4 7 13 F —p 2 hgpfafy Ed B BRI R THIRE EFRP P 25y Q ERFrE R LR G g F o
13 April 1941 — In Kremlin, Moscow, Japanese foreign minister Yosuke Matsuoka signing the

Soviet—Japanese Neutrality Pact, with Joseph Stalin and Vyacheslav Molotov on the background.

1941 # 40 [ p— A& FIBE  p & dfpiskEd (Z)

1 April 1941 -- In Rome, Italy, Japanese Foreign Minister Yosuke Matsuoka (L) and Italian Prime Minister Benito

Mussolini (R) pose prior to their meeting at Palazzo Venezia. (Getty Images)
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1941 & 57 67 —p 2K F > ZREp 22 RIFFFEP-FF (Z- ) ZETRIIVEEEERY (25)
FrB RAHB G EL (27 ) BB GHHLNEEFT (P ELERFY) TG 2o
6 May 1941 -- In Tokyo, Japan, French Ambassador to Japan Charles Arsene-Henry (L1), French Indochina
Honorary Governor-General Eugene Rene Robin (L2) and Japanese Foreign Minister Yosuke Matsuoka (R5) sign

the agreed documents of the Japan-Indochina Economy Treaty Signing Ceremony at the Foreign Ministers Office.

1941 # 57 209 —F 2 R 7 » gRIELY * R BATFIEF (2) LF 243 <Rk FEL ()
BATEA T FRPEF A 2 G pE e
20 May 1941 -- In Tokyo, Japan, Soviet Union Ambassador to Japan Konstantin Smetanin (R) and
Japanese Foreign Minister Yosuke Matsuoka (L) exchange the ratification documents

of the Soviet-Japanese Neutrality Pact at the Foreign Minister’s Office. (Getty Images)
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1946 # 57 37 —p 2K 7 »BRAFEEZF et P oy (217 ) gk iFa s
A -7 AN S S AN R N A O e S S S M

ke
Rl

3 May 1946 -- In Tokyo, Japan, Class-A defendants (L-R) former Prime Minister Hideki Tojo, former Imperial
Japanese Navy Admiral Takazumi Oka, and former Foreign Minister Yosuke Matsuoka are seen on arrival

at the International Military Tribunal for the Far East begins. (Getty Images)

4

1946 # 57 4 p —p 2 K7 » PagRgE < TR (2) fra tips FREEL (F)
REEFFTIERFEE R 2 e 2 Y RZFFH PGl g -
4 May 1946 -- In Tokyo, Japan, Class-A defendants Shumei Okawa (L) and former Foreign Minister Yosuke
Matsuoka (R) are taken by military police officers for psychiatric evaluation and medical examination respectively

at the International Military Tribunal for the Far East. (Getty Images)
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