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Senior Journalist and Senior Rotarian Shum Choi-Sang

By Herbert K. Lau (%¥]#xl=2) (Rotary China Historian)

1January 2019

The Honourable Shum Choi-Sang (# 4 # % f ) (1922-2016), SBS, OBE, MSc (New York),

JP, a Senior Active Member of the Rotary Club of Hong Kong ( 3 i# #* #4+), was widely acclaimed
as an elder statesman of Hong Kong journalism. His achievements were distinguished not only
in the mass media but also in education, philanthropy and in district politics, in which circles he
enjoyed a high reputation and commanded great respect. He was one of the foremost figures in
Hong Kong, and was strongly committed to the development and welfare of society. Shum was
Chairman of the Overseas Chinese Enterprises Group Ltd., and Real Connection Ltd. He was
perhaps best known as the publisher of the newspapers: (Wah Kiu Yat Po) (& p #7), literally
meaning “Overseas Chinese Daily News”, as well as (Wah Kiu Man Po) (# % 8.3F) (Overseas
Chinese Evening News). In 40 years of service, he made enormous contributions to the
newspaper’s development in its rear portion of the merely 70-year-life in 1925-1995. The
newspaper was registered with both of the governments of the British Crown Colony Hong Kong
and the Republic of China (Taiwan) respectively for the publication permits.

Shum’s forebears came from Enping in Guangdong (& « & ¥ ) and he was born in the
British Crown Colony Hong Kong. He attended King’s College (% 2 # fx) in Hong Kong and
then New York University in the United States, where he obtained in 1953 his Master of Arts
(MA) degree in economics. His father, Mr. Shum Wai-Yau ( # ‘& i), C.B.E., was a pioneer in the
newspaper business in Hong Kong, having founded Wah Kiu Yat Po in 1925 which went on to
great success. Shum followed his father’s footsteps and entered the work place at an early age.
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He served in Wah Kiu Yat Po, going to work in the daytime and pursuing his studies at night.
His diligence and will to succeed thus built up a sound foundation for his future career.

In 1949, as the representative of Wah Kiu Yat Po in a delegation of correspondents from the
British dependent territories, attended a major industrial exhibition in Britain. He stayed on in
Britain for eight months and, apart from carrying out study visits to newspaper establishments
in that country, also developed a good understanding of Europe in the wake of the Second World
War. His observations were compiled in a well-informed volume titled { Reminiscences in

England) (# %@ '~ ) . Teeming with interesting information and rich illustrations, it is now
an important and valuable aid to those who wish to know more about its subject. In his other
book, titled (Newspaper) (3F ) , Shum wrote from decades of experience as a newspaper
publisher and the book became immensely popular among readers. (Sales Promotion) (7
12 4 ) was yet another book by Shum, in which he sought to explain and analyse, in a
systematic and structured manner, marketing essentials such as advertising, consumer
psychology, statistics and business management. It has been much praised by book reviewers
in Hong Kong as a rare and excellent effort.

In 1960, Shum joined Wah Kiu Yat Po as Manager. This allowed his talents and capabilities
to show forth, and his achievements in introducing reforms and in philanthropic enterprises
were particularly well known. Under Shum’s leadership, Wah Kiu Yat Po became a leading
newspaper with advanced equipment and facilities and high production efficiency, and was truly
the vox populi of the time.

In his long career as a newspaper publisher, Shum had made outstanding contributions to
his profession and was Chairman for many years and was among the founders of the Newspaper
Society of Hong Kong, established in 1954. The Society is the largest newspaper industrial
society in Hong Kong. The Society organizes an annual Hong Kong News Awards, which is often
regarded as Hong Kong’s answer to the Pulitzer Prizes for journalism. He was also Chairman of
the Chinese Language Press Institute, Vice-Chairman of the Hong Kong Committee of the
International Press Institute, as well as Chairman of the Journalism Training Board of the
Vocational Training Council. He also served the Consumer Council as its Publication Committee
Chairman.

The “Wah Kiu Yat Po Fund for the Relief of Underprivileged Children” was a charitable
scheme of immense dimensions that, during the time of its existence, issued HK$92.5 million
grants to 144,000 underprivileged children. Shum’s charitable undertakings extended beyond
Hong Kong. His benevolence was particularly felt by the people of Jiangzhou (;x *+'), his native
place. Following the example of his father, Shum had made generous donations to the Wuyi
University (7 § + #)inJiangmen (;= ), as well as to primary schools, kindergartens, hospitals
and stadiums in his hometown. In March 1993, the People’s Government of the City of Jiangmen
recognized Shum’s achievements and contributions with a Gold Key and membership of the
People’s Political Consultative Conference of the City. In October the same year, Shum was made
an Honorary Citizen of Jiangmen.



Shum’s participation in territory-wide charities and public services had also been extensive.
In 1967, Shum was appointed Unofficial Justice of the Peace for Hong Kong (% j#2tF < = T ¥

1) by Hong Kong Governor Sir David Clive Crosbie Trench (3 i# K oy 81).

In the public services, Shum had been a member of the Advisory Committee of the Hong
Kong Red Cross, a Vice-Patron of the Community Chest of Hong Kong, and a member of the
Selection Committee of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. He was a member of the
governing bodies of a number of tertiary institutions, schools and kindergartens, and had been
the Chairman 1985-1994 and a member of the Hong Kong Eastern District Board.

In recognition of his distinguished service to the community, he was decorated in 1968 by
Queen Elizabeth II, United Kingdom, with the Member of the Most Excellent Order of the British
Empire (M.B.E.), and later in 1986 higher grade of Order of Officer (O.B.E.). In 2002, Shum was
presented with the Silver Bauhinia Star (S.B.S.) by the Government of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region.

Shum’s association with The Chinese University of Hong Kong (% i& ¢ < + ) dated back
to the University’s early days. He had been a member of the Board of Trustees of United College
of Hong Kong (% & % & 2 ot & ¢ ) since 1963, and became its Chairman in 1995. He had also
been a member of the University Council since 1992. It was United College named its archives
exhibition the “Shum Choi Sang United College Archives” in 1999.

Shum also supported the education in The University of Hong Kong (3 % ~ ) (HKU).
Shum came from a family with a tradition of philanthropy that spans the generations, notably in
promoting media, culture and education. Shum and his son, Robert Shum, were early
benefactors of the Journalism and Media Studies Centre at HKU. Earlier in this Century, the
“Shum Wai Yau Reading Room” at the Centre was named after Shum’s father and the founder
of the Wah Kiu Yat Po newspaper.

In recognition of the contributions made by the Shum family to the newspaper industry in
Hong Kong and its generous support to journalism education at HKU, the University conferred
Shum Choi-Sang in 2007 Honorary University Fellowship.

Previously in 2003, the Chinese University of Hong Kong had already conferred to Shum an
Honorary Fellowship, which is a highly prestigious award of which the University can bestow to
distinguished individuals who have a connection with the University, or with the Hong Kong
community, and who have made an outstanding contribution to their chosen fields and academia.

The Honourable Rotarian Shum Choi-Sang, S.B.S., O.B.E., J.P., passed away at age 94 in
Hong Kong Sanatorium and Hospital (& o ¥ %) in Happy Valley on Wednesday morning, 27
April 2016, two days after being admitted with an illness. The Newspaper Society of Hong Kong
published a commemorative article to express its gratitude to Shum for his great and selfless
service to the news industry. Running a newspaper is not only a business, but entails
responsibility to better inform and educate people, the article said quoting one of Shum’s most
famous sayings. The Society hopes younger journalists in the city can continue with this spirit.
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ﬁ-‘t}; 2 The University of Hong Kong

2007 Honorary University Fellow
Mr. Shum Choi-Sang

Citation delivered by the Dean of Social Sciences, Professor lan Holliday:

Mr. Shum Choi-Sang is widely acclaimed as one of the foremost figures in Hong Kong
journalism. He is strongly committed to the development and welfare of society. Mr. Shum
received his degree of Master of Arts in Economics from New York University in 1953, and is
currently Chairman of the Overseas Chinese Enterprises Group Ltd. and Real Connection Ltd.

Mr. Shum is perhaps best known as the publisher of the newspaper, Wah Kiu Yat Po. In 40
years of service, he made enormous contributions to the newspaper’s development.

Respected throughout the profession, Mr. Shum has also held key posts in other media
organisations, including Chairman of the Newspaper Society of Hong Kong, Chairman of the
Chinese Language Press Institute and Vice-Chairman of the Hong Kong Committee of the
International Press Institute.

In addition, Mr. Shum has been very active in public service and is a member of the
governing bodies of many educational institutions.

Mr. Shum comes from a family with a tradition of philanthropy that spans the generations,
notably in promoting media, culture and education. Mr. Shum and his son, Mr. Robert Shum,
were early benefactors of the Journalism and Media Studies Centre at HKU.

Recently, the Shum Wai Yau Reading Room at the Centre was named after Mr. Shum'’s
father and the founder of the Wah Kiu Yat Po newspaper, in recognition of the contributions
made by the Shum family to the newspaper industry in Hong Kong and its generous support to
journalism education at HKU.

Mr. Shum was appointed Justice of the Peace in 1967, awarded an MBE in 1968, an OBE in

1986, the Silver Bauhinia Star in 2002 and an Honorary Fellowship from the Chinese University
of Hong Kong in 2003.

It gives me great pleasure, Mr. Pro-Chancellor, to present Mr. Shum Choi Sang for the
Honorary University Fellowship, in recognition of his contributions to Hong Kong and
academia.
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ORGANISED BY THE UNITED COLLEGE AND THE UNITED COLLEGE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

The United College mentorship programme, jointly organized by the College and the
College Alumni Association, was launched in 2000. It was renamed as the “United College
Shum Choi Sang Mentorship Programme” in 2005 to acknowledge the generous support of Mr.
Shum Choi-sang, the then Chairman of United College Board of Trustees.

The main purpose of the programme is to foster a mentoring relation between alumni and
students of the College over a period of one year. Through this mentoring, it is anticipated that
students will be able to obtain intimate care from mentors and strengthen the bonding between
alumni and their alma mater.

Students studying abroad can join the e-Mentorship Programme to pair up with overseas
alumni mentors in the countries of their visits.

Mentorship Programme has continued for decades and has been a signature non-formal
education programme of United College, The Chinese University of Hong Kong.
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1977 % 97 69 — %=l EFEFENFEFLLEIHALTL (7 ) 27 FrEf
BlE AREDREFHEFLEERNY (2) F AREDZEFHEFLFR(E) -
6 September 1977 -- Shum Choi-Sang (centre), Chairman of the organizing committee
for the Third Hong Kong Youth Cultural and Arts Competitions, announces details of the contest
Flanking him are Katherine Fok Lo Shiu-Ching (left), Assistant Director of Home Affairs,
and Michael Leung Man-Kin, Deputy Director of Home Affairs. (Getty Images)

1983 # 11 ¥ 11 p — 7 5 7 % %F‘F/ﬁ”é FEAEARATL (2) R FE)LEFEF
BFRFEET FHF? FI D REF DR E TR
ZoBEEEFLEF AN p” v ur( 3 B K FFREAL 1957-1958 & BALE ) »

11 November 1983 -- Shum Choi-Sang (right), Chairman of the Urban Council's Market and Street Traders
Select Committee, accompanying Miss Hong Kong Cher Yeung Suet-Yee tries out the first metric scales
set up at a counter at Bowrington Road Market to promote public awareness with metric measurements

Flanked by Rotarian James Wu Man-Hon (left 2), Chairman of the Metrication Committee. (Getty Images)
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CUHK Newsletter —

Vol.3+4 No.29 April 1992

University News

Mr. Shum Choi-sang has recently
been clected by the Board of
Trustees of United College as a
member of the University Council
for a period of three years from 16th
March 1992, following his being
elected vice-chairman of the board
of trustees.

Mr. Shum is a much respected
personality in the local press. He has
for many years been publisher of
Wah Kiu Yat Po and has served in
important positions on various
professional bodies and government

b5

advisory committees, including
chairman of the Chinese Language
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Press Institute, chairman of the
Newspaper Society of Hong Kong,
vice-chairman of the Hong Kong
National Committee of the Inter-
national Press Institute, and chair-
man of the Journalism Training
Board.

Mr. Shum is also an active
figure in community service, and is
closely involved in the activities of
many welfare agencies and edu-
cational institutions. He has been a
member of United College’s Board
of Trustees since 1963.
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2005 # 10 7 27T P —F A4 i35 E-FLBRTFHFFLA
27 October 2005 — Shum Choi-Sang officiates at the opening ceremony of
the Shum Wai Yau Reading Room, University of Hong Kong

2005 # 10 7 27 F —# 71 4 £ 56 < FATH 54
27 October 2005 — Shum Choi-Sang and journalism students of the University of Hong Kong
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2003 & —— FH7 v R FRT XA L EERL
Shum Choi-Sang was conferred Honorary Fellowship by the Chinese University of Hong Kong in 2003.

)

2007 # — gEFRT I L LEFRL -
Shum Choi-Sang was conferred Honorary Fellowship by the University of Hong Kong in 2007.
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(Wah Kiu Yat Po ) was registered with both of the governments of the British Crown Colony Hong Kong and
the Republic of China (Taiwan) respectively for the publication and distribution permits.
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Two of the authors of the book (Newspaper ) were Rotarians: (1) Shum Choi-Sang, Senior Active Member of
Hong Kong Rotary Club; (2) Auyeung Pak-Chuen, Charter Member of Hong Kong Island West Rotary Club,
and Chief Editor of (Wah Kiu Man Po ) .
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% B ¥4 4 ~ T ¥ 1 (The Honourable Shum Choi-Sang, SBS, OBE, MSc (New York), JP,)
(1922-2016) - &% i& #* #4+(Hong Kong Rotary Club) 7 /#RBhAL | BRE L4 TATHF A E | o
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