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Southorn Playground and

Honourary Rotarian--Sir Wilfrid Thomas Southorn

By Herbert K. Lau (%¥]#xl=2) (Rotary China Historian)
15 December 2015

Southorn Playground (2 *f £% % #-), initially a Hong Kong Rotary Club’s service project
during the Club’s first year in 1931, is now a sports and recreational ground in Wan Chai,
Hong Kong (4 &% 1+). It comprises afootball pitch, four basketball courts, and a children’s

playground. It was named in 1934 after an Honourary Rotarian of the Rotary Club of Hong
Kong (% & 4% #4+), Sir Wilfrid Thomas Southorn (2 *g & 2 ), who was the Colonial Secretary
of the British Crown Colony Hong Kong from 1925 to 1936.

STy
Proudto be a Rotarian

Dr. the Honourable Sir Wilfrid Thomas Southorn, KCMG, KBE, CMG, HonLLD (HKU),
MA (Oxon), BA (Oxon) (4 August 1879 — 15 March 1957) (Chinese name given as: % #g,
formerly given as: # 3%7), affectionately known as “Tom”, was a British colonial administrator,
spending the large part of his career in the British Crown Colony Ceylon (now the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka), in South Asia, before serving as Colonial Secretary of Hong
Kong, then Governor of The Gambia (now the Republic of The Gambia) in West Africa.
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Colonial service career

Tom was educated at Warwick School and Corpus Christi College, University of Oxford,
England. He had joined the Ceylon Civil Service in 1903, and was appointed Additional
Assistant Colonial Secretary in 1909, Principal Assistant Colonial Secretary in 1920, and
Principal Collector of Customs and Chairman of the Post Commission in 1923.

He was the Colonial Secretary of Hong Kong from 1925 to 1936, and served 6 times as
the Officer Administering the Government of the Colony (3£32 3,%") during the absence of the
Governor or when the governorship is in vacant.

In 1936, Tom was made Governor of The Gambia, notably describing the colony as “a
geographical and economic absurdity”. Any plans Tom had for major improvements either
for the Colony or for the Protectorate had to be framed within a context of severely limited
revenues because of the Gambia’s poverty and the effects of the world depression.

After 1939, the economy of the Gambia improved substantially, as it became an
important staging area during World War II. However, between 1940 and 1942, the
situation was particularly tense because the Gambia was surrounded on three sides by
Senegal, whose government was controlled by Vichy France. Tom favored granting the
franchise to the Gambia, but pressure of work caused by the War prevented him from doing
so. He left The Gambia in March 1942.

Personal life

In 1921 Tom married author Bella Sidney Woolf (1877—1960), whom he met through her
(later) more famous brother Leonard Woolf, when the two men were colleagues in Ceylon.
In 1904, then a humble ‘Office Assistant’, Tom had met Leonard Woolf on his arrival in
Ceylon from England.

The Southorn couple in Hong Kong often devoted themselves with community services.
Lady Southorn had served The Girl Guides Association (Hong Kong Branch) as the Colonial
Commissioner from 1926 to 1936. She was appointed in 1935, by King George V, Officer of
the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (O.B.E.).

Legacy -- Southorn Playground and the Rotary Club

Southorn Playground is a sports and recreational ground in Wan Chai (/¥ i+ ), Hong Kong.
It comprises a football pitch, four basketball courts, and a children’s playground. Southorn
Playground is bounded by Hennessy Road (#F % $#:¢ ) to the north, Luard Road (g 4* if ) to
the west, Johnston Road (# -+ 3ti¢ ) to the south, and buildings to the east. It has been Wan
Chai’s main recreational area since the 1930s. It was named in 1934 after Sir Wilfrid
Thomas Southorn, the Colonial Secretary from 1925 to 1936.

Though the site is not big, it is often used for district functions such as fun fairs and
sports matches. It is also popular among local residents as a place for daily relaxation and
socialization.

The land on which the Southorn Playground sits was reclaimed from Victoria Harbour
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as part of the Praya East Reclamation Scheme during the 1920s. In 1929, the Government
set up the Playing Fields Committee to study the provision of children’s playgrounds. The
Committee recommended setting aside areas for children, and Tom suggested preserving the
land between Johnston Road and Hennessy Road as a playground.

The designated playground, the Wanchai Grounds (today’s Southorn Playground), was
allotted by the Government to the Rotary Club of Hong Kong which financed the construction.
On 1 July 1933, the new Children’s Playground Association (today the Hong Kong Playground
Association) took over responsibility of the playground. A public toilet and bathhouse
opened on 12 February 1934 at the junction of Hennessy Road and O’Brien Road (# # i 3¢ ).

A formal opening ceremony was held for the then-Wanchai Children’s Playground,
officiated by both Sir Wilfrid Thomas Southorn and Hong Kong Rotary Club Past President
Dr. The Honourable Ts’o Seen Wan (3% & & 12 1 ),on11July1934. The playground was
actually open in some capacity prior to the commemorative opening ceremony---an April
1934 news article stated that the facility already had an average daily attendance of some 275
children. It was the community service project of the Rotary Club’s first year.

Following the Japanese Occupation of Hong Kong (1941-1945), the Government
endeavoured to rehabilitate the derelict playgrounds of the territory. The ( Government
Gazette) announced on 11 October 1947 that the Southorn Playground would be re-allocated
to the Children’s Playground Association---unlike other playgrounds, which remained in
Government hands in anticipation that the Urban Council would ultimately take over their
management.

The Children’s Playground Association constructed the War Memorial Centre, a welfare
and sports centre, in the eastern portion of Southorn Playground. It was completed in 1950
and offered children recreational opportunities as well as a library. A new covered
basketball court opened at the centre on 5 June 1951. This eastern portion of the playground
also hosted the Family Planning Association and the Violet Peel Clinic. (see photo on Page 9)

Honours
(1) 1927 -- Companion of The Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George
(C.M.G.)
(2) 1933 — Knight Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (K.B.E.)
(3) 1936 — Doctor of Laws, honoris causa, The University of Hong Kong
(4) 1938 — Knight Commander of The Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint
George (K.C.M.G.)




Periods of Service in the Hong Kong Legislative Council

16 January 1936 - 19 March 1936
Appointed (Ex officio - Colonial Secretary)

9 November 1935 - 5 December 1935
Appointed (Official - The Officer Administering the Government) **
** President of the Council

13 June 1935 - 12 September 1935
Appointed (Official - The Officer Administering the Government) **
** President of the Council

1 December 1932 - 16 May 1935
Appointed (Ex officio - Colonial Secretary)

19 May 1932 - 10 November 1932
Appointed (Official - The Officer Administering the Government) **
** President of the Council

31 October 1929 - 7 April 1932
Appointed (Ex officio - Colonial Secretary)

24 October 1929 - 24 October 1929
Appointed (Official - The Officer Administering the Government) **
** President of the Council

24 January 1929 - 23 September 1929
Appointed (Ex officio - Colonial Secretary)

28 June 1928 - 27 December 1928
Appointed (Official - The Officer Administering the Government) **
** President of the Council

13 October 1927 - 1 December 1927
Appointed (Official - The Officer Administering the Government) **
** President of the Council

27 May 1926 - 15 September 1927
Appointed (Ex officio - Colonial Secretary)
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In this page of 1928 Hong Kong Legislative Council minutes, it shows that Mr. Wilfrid T. Southorn served as
President of the Council in his capacity as The Officer Administering the Government.

100 HONG KONG LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

December 20th, 1928.

PRESENT:—

His EXCELLENCY THE OFFICER ADMINISTERING THE GOVERNMENT (HON. MR. W. T.
SOUTHORN, cMG)).

His EXCELLENCY THE GENERAL OFFICER COMMANDING THE TROOPS (MAJOR-GENERAL
C.C.LUARD, cB.,CMG.).

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (HON.MR.E. R HALLIFAX, CMG., CBE)).
THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (HON. SR JOSEPH HORSFORD KEMP, KT, KC., CBE.).
THE COLONIAL TREASURER (HON. MR. C. Mcl. MESSER, OBE)).
Hon.MR.H. T. CREASY (Director of Public Works).

HoN.MR. R. A. C. NORTH (Secretary for Chinese Affairs).
HoN.MR.E. D. C. WOLFE, cMG. (Captain Superintendent of Police).
HoN. SR HENRY EDWARD POLLOCK, KT, K.C.

HoN. Sr SHOU-SON CHOW, KT.

HoN.Dr.R. H. KOTEWALL, CMG., LLD.

HoN. MR A. C. HYNES.

HoN.MR.J. OWEN HUGHES.

HoN.MR.B. D. E. BEITH.

MR H. R. BUTTERS (Deputy Clerk of Councils).

MINUTES.
The minutes of the previous meeting of the Council were confirmed.
THEKING'S ILLNESS.

H.E. THE OFFICER ADMINISTERING THE GOVERNMENT— Hon. Members of
the Legislative Council,—Before we take up the business on the agenda, I should like to make
reference to that matter which has during the past fortnight been uppermost in the minds, not
only of Hon. Members, but of all His loyal subjects, namely, the serious illness of His Majesty
the King. It is too early to say that our anxiety is allayed, but I am sure that the Council will
have received with feelings of the keenest relief the welcome news that His Majesty continues
to make progress and that there are now surer grounds for the hope of His Majesty's recovery.
We respectfully tender our sincerest sympathy to Her Majesty the Queen and the Royal
Family in the anxious period through which they have been and still are passing.
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THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG

Congregation 1936

Sir Wilfrid Thomas SOUTHORN
Doctor of Laws honoris causa

Sir Wilfred Thomas Southorn needs no introduction. From Warwick School he went to
Corpus Christi College, Oxford. That college has had many famous sons. I will confine
myself to mention of two - Sir Reginald Stubbs and Sir Thomas Southorn. Sir Thomas
entered the Ceylon Civil Service in 1903; was Additional Assistant Colonial Secretary in 1909;
Principal Assistant Colonial Secretary in 1920; Principal Collector of Customs and Chairman
of the Post Commission in 1923. In 1926 Sir Thomas came here as Colonial Secretary. You
know the rest. How often and how successfully he has administered the Government of
Hong Kong and acted as Chancellor of the University; the enthusiasm with which he has
always identified himself with everything and anything calculated to make the Colony a
healthier and a happier place. Had it not been for Sir Thomas, I doubt whether there would
have been even now a Branch of the English Association in Hong Kong; without his help the
playgrounds for poor children would have been something very much less than they are
now. Socially Sir Thomas and Lady Southorn have endeared themselves to everyone. 1
doubt whether there have ever been two persons in this Colony who had so many friends in
all the sections of the Colony’s cosmopolitan population. The University is not giving Lady
Southorn an honorary degree. It should be but Festina lente. In a hurrying world British
universities move slowly. I am however quite certain that Sir Thomas would wish me to
say what he knows and you all know - I refer to the great help that his wife has always been
to him. But the Colony’s debt to Lady Southorn is not confined to what she has done for
her husband - great as that boon has been tous all.  “If you seek her monument, look round
you.” Look at the International Women’s Club, and the Sandilands Hut for Girl Guides.
They tell their own story.

Citation written and delivered by The Vice-Chancellor Sir William Hornell (FFZE& ),

the Public Orator of the University.



1935 # 6 # —HZEFBFEL AR b F EET R EE -
ZFGEERFELGERBGHLATET -
June 1935 — In the Government House Sir Wilfrid Thomas Southorn, Officer Administering the Government
of the Colonial Hong Kong, and Lady Southorn with their guests.
The Chinese young man at the left was Hong Kong Rotarian Tang Shiu-Kin, MBE.
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1926 #-1936 # 2% L 2 < OBE §f HER]* 5 B2 (FEAFIEE -
Lady Southorn OBE, had served The Girl Guides Association (Hong Kong Branch)

as the Colonial Commissioner from 1926 to 1936.
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This photo was taken on 1 July 1932 showing the piece of land allotted to Hong Kong Rotary Club
for the children’s playground project (later the Southorn Playground).

F 5k 1957 F T FE T T AR EF T g A AR

This photo of 1957 shows the entire complex of the Southorn Playground in the city center of Wanchai.
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1963 # —— 2 #3 B A5 ] (1) #7)< B+~ ZBF < F ~ B L G477 o~ ~ T8 3SR < EF
EAE1950 F (D) F 2 AR IRGEFINIFS E 5 (5) HEALNEFE X FEL R B EE -
TR JE T R EITE FEE T g Tl RO Y o (2)(3)2 B E A 19501 # 71 E P E IR

1963 — An aerial view of the Southorn Playground: (1) The Welfare Building, also known as the War
Memorial Center, and the Children’s Playground Association Building, was completed in 1950. (2) The Violet
Peel Health Centre was completed in 1935. (3) The shorter building houses public bathrooms and toilets,
while the taller one houses the Family Planning Association. On either side of the Welfare Building are
children’s playgrounds, featuring steel structures, swings, and slides.

Between (2) and (3) is the indoor basketball court, completed in 1951.

—

1960 # P ——i2 47 23 # H-r77 jZ0t F 1960s — Track & Field games in the Southorn Playground
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i3 #5252 3 (Southorn Playground ) # 4~ #_% & 4 #4+(Hong Kong Rotary Club) 1931
ETPRIEIED > @ S A JBAT- BEREEESE PN G - BERFe BERF - B
SR RREH RS 1034 E 0 A B AL EEALR 248 &L (Sir Wilfrid Thomas Southorn )

NLF o BHEL 1920 £ 1 1936 £ DB ETERANE F BRI o

Proudto be a Rotarian

i3 7 & 2 ( Dr. the Honourable Sir Wilfrid Thomas Southorn, KCMG, KBE, CMG,
HonLLD (HKU), MA (Oxon), BA(Oxon)) (1879 # 8 * 4 p —1957# 3 * 15 p )» ¥7F % &
"ERFEL o BREAAE FRE 0 1903 £ 3 1926 & B 47 g (Ceylon) 7B R B PR R 0
“*ﬁMﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁ~iéﬁ%??ﬁﬁ°@ﬁ&w%331%6&@ﬂEé%ﬁﬁﬁi
Fre~ 22 hFFRA AN A REABRE B EL 51936 3 1942 # 4 T4 L
(The Gambla).s,u‘g‘ 01946 # R EZ k2 R o

4 Tk i@
2 A 1879 & 8 7 4 p 4 3t ® R E | P 4 7% & (Leamington Spa, Warwickshire)’
{ﬁ“ 5= F o igH g :%ﬂ\ﬁ/liﬂl‘ﬁ#p% TV d s AR A 2P ERAR o BEOE I ER
# %2 (Warwick School ) » %2 {8 f§ 5 2 2 ? AEEHE F (Corpus Christi College, University
of Oxford) > 1903 #B~¥ > 1 B+ B ¥ » {5 k3 1933 £ Esp~ ERLE = o
AR 4R
WA Ak B E S WA 1003 E Ao~ AANE N BB (SHTL R A

i
% 4= Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka ) 7 % 3+ FURFE B o BAn >t 1904 # iz 4 3%
BEcRt A F A 4 ¥ A F & 5 (Jaffna) 752 5 @ A 1900 # 4 7 L ET P B
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54 Aizae FTRpT FZenF @y zes@ 5 1907 £ 4 7 £ A 73 Fiq 2 (Hambantota) e
2% ) (Tangalla) EEEREEF o 1909 # 7 7 > BB w T hu(Colombo) iz s ik T
REF PEN >R FEEAY IS - WEFES - ROBR TP B 1911 & 11 7 0
534 (Matala) 2432 pcfrt & 0 3 1914 # 8 ¢ HERL prc s LW azers L (Sir
Robert Chalmers) # 4§43 - 215 - 430 19156 # 9 * Ev G Al MR EF LB R E ¥

H1915 £ & & BHEd LA F - L A RD %’gﬁ%ﬁﬁoﬁ‘é@’é*? 1919 s £ 5 fg >
& 127 MHiEh o Bmgfres 2 PR EREFARE 2B 1920 & T 7 o BB A ERE S
AR 2 1923 2 127 Bt S A FRAMBRT A TG EC LR €A -
192445 102 > BHEUFRABFFLA L Do r FF2h HEFIHRE FE LB
AEE-HLEEIHFEAIAT TRE o

R EAL TiER

w1926 # 5 19  BHIAFARABNEHT-F o BRRRLEL B DE
ﬁ#ﬂﬁ?%%@amﬁawoﬁigJﬂ@éfﬁpﬁ(éﬁﬁghmf;w\%’%w%
# J& OBE g = -

BH A EHFPDF 35 RN IE’—_&E’“— E,%‘E(OfficerAdministering the Government)
FUFAARNERRYE 5 - g :]*x &1 (Sir Cecil Clementi) #- i= B wop 1930
20 1p32 37 9pEEEmeE- BRI %frfz.?;gf;," P 3% & 2 (Sir William Peel ) 3% % s #7 5
G F A AR HELI 193 EarEs B pFED Y 1TP I 90 13 P F 2 R ALK
k- & #2355t ¢ # (Norman Lockhart Smith) &% iz #] 11 * 1 p £ d 8% 2 588
- 21 193b# 12 * 12 p > ffrf.{.ﬁ&fg*ﬁ~ﬂéi;2¢§;i(8irAndrew Caldecott) F iz % aF o

i3 4 055 B et WAk

i #F 2% % 3 Southorn Playground )> 4 i * 5 ' B # sk3- p =>4 &4 F g d i (Luard
Road) ( # 2 3tig Johnston Road & #F £ :¥if HennessyRoad 2. & )> & i3 H 7 - B H X &
B kG- B A AR IR Z e BERS 2E5ES o 1930 Bk 22— B
B R B kA 0 1934 & 0 02 1925 & 1 1936 & 42 gwﬂpmg%mer4wg
B TISAEREE o BRSSP RS R LT FE R RER o 0 AR
AP R oAl 2 A BT o

YR Bt hand o> B 1920 & R % LE R F - A > e § 4] &k (Victoria
Harbour)# i & & « 1929 & seip = M58 88 2 f ¢ 0 Linf el sic @ B4 22 A
?EAAKF £ ¢ Rz ¥ $ 79 (John Livingstone McPherson) 3 32 » 7 5 & 4 % dh £
LEGRE IS E ATy oA 2R LT RS BHERET HELIGE foir R i
2 B end 0L SRS FU Ry S RS O (5 BESES) RELE BRI
Ao AT R

1933 # 7% 1 p > #WrxP@ @A &L ZEF L2 7 27 2583 ¢ (Children’s Playground
Association) (I 5 4 B 52512 g Hong Kong Playground Association ) > #& ¢ 7 25534 o
1934 & 2% 12 p >3t R 3% 2247 # 1 3g (O’'BrienRoad) * B char 2 972 i 3 & 5V # o

4“3—

F_*

—
LN
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1934 & 70 11 P » § BFem@ i 03 SEHHFF O LA FLA d BFEELAd R
m TAELL AELERAE FF L AR ABRRFLM L T BRGC f’”“"‘“_lg?"l

B4 - BATRFEAL RS THE X2 § 9275 L 0F r o s i d o &
ZLEFPRZZ‘%\J‘%

L (1941-1945) @ 4 B R4 STk 4 R AL B e 8 - 1047 £ 10 0 11
Pen (R ) 2 0 BHSESREIS LTSI EER

BER YR %

@Eﬁﬁﬂwwvﬁw%%lwgﬁlﬂgSﬁuﬁﬂﬁﬁb&iﬁzmvﬁéwﬁ%%
NofkA B SF T AR A ZB o i A ER T o (Radio Hong Kong)z_ = £ o

1%1ﬂ’é%ﬁﬂéﬁ%%ﬁ%’#ﬁ&%ﬁ&#%@wmwﬁﬂﬂﬁé%*ﬁ@ﬁi
i i(Ice House Street) s i TLAARFAS F2 F @45 - 1923 # > B g ML €4 ¢ e+ =
"AEERTEE ORBPERT ARG XTI F A RER -

ROTRRTRBEPFRNATRP A ARFHTE g &Eﬂiiﬂ# ° TR AT
HOBEREF PE R 2 FE LT RRFRG LI ERP s 0P Fadp T 0 i AR B
BB -@B KD e

TEE S OLEEL R AT IR EREBERHAREER SR BRI G R HE
B (P -BER O RLEHPIERLEDI FF A ) THE @ - FANEHLP
(Radio Communication Co.)* ¥ » & p oL~ PR TR o

1924 & ’Eiﬁffjﬁﬂ\%}%#%};ﬁﬁ?}'ﬂﬂ% RE|DEE EE- BRFT o FERE YL -ER

FomE R RJIE L T - R ERRRER #EE D (- R RS
A X)) AN-ERF RFHFT AT 4oy (1920 &) =2 THE  HipEaii M

"EEFATHRFE T OEELE ¢ (Y.M.CA. Entertainment Committee) 7% 1927 &
B > FEERLFEARTRAH iR pEEERAP AL LHFT- B
AH =g ¥R M3 X BRI 4 (LeeTheatre) X 2 fIF L 8 > B 1 X 2w 5%
}%;}—é?ﬁ‘% Flm & &g o

BEE BEPRAF R A FRENE T SF RO L F ARSI Bk
b g PR R R dhenit e o 1928 # 6 7 20 P o FefrE G TR BT 5 GOWrRL F 9 pFE T
11 pF o> 300 K i img & ppE, - 2 pFmaitEfi ( (% #5%3) (South China
Morning Post) » = 7| §4) &- H P il 4P 4 BAH m}%a‘ééﬁﬁ Bed FORFR o B
FHAREEFFIER >8 7 1Tp »(FefirddR) 2 F &% 918 L% (Victoria Peak ) 4 b4 #k e
R¥c5i GOW o

WE (1929 # 2% 1 p) GOW ¢ s ZBW» d #5c % % ¢ % (Norman Lockhart
Smith)f{ s & & 107 8P » FXRFEHH F€ > BARATHHES 24 -

ZBW T Skcdh HisF A BTN S F RPN 21935 £ > ¢ 2 (ZEK) = = o
BHI RS L F R R LR B 8 .
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B4 A 1936 # 3 riEE T ER IR E G Y 20 p EE 2L T 54 v I (The Gambia)
BEAZBLPL 100 2P HAFTENEN L E o N YU TRARE  BTREN NP
(Senegal)- 4~ 5= » @ 2 AR PNEARLEY RIEFTA i BREAAFH L TRE G
At 3R - B 7-3%) (A geographic and economic absurdity ) - 3% - 210 - R 5184 R L3
* oo nﬁi’?* 1942 # 3% 23 pariEH ' T2 B g L % - e B kg A
ME T ZAAFIRIBIBEE > LI AR R |9m1946+’c P driE o SR ERRE R -

BLE 2R

g Lo LR EFE S ¢ (TheDugdaleSociety) ¢ B > 3% ¢ & 4R 2 BT & = 0
g 2 e @ i 1957 £ 3 0 15 p %ot R4t Bar(Middlesex) p B Lip et R g
(Laleham-on-Thames) > +¥ " # #7§ + % | (Osmanthorpe) = % F\ I S

2
(1) 1927 # — ERWI 307 £33 Tk 2 T E 55 %1 k428 5 (Companion of The
Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George (C.M.G.))

(2) 1933 &8 — 2RRI iz 2375+ 23 Rk 4 & %72 4 F (Knight Commander of
the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (K.B.E.))

(3) 1936 # — A~ F4s EZELIF

(4) 1938 # — FREI Fic> £ TP 2 FEISHEBDNE %P 4§ F (Knight
Commander of The Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George
(K.CM.G.))

To THE CLORY OF Gov
THIS FOUNDATION STONE WAS LAD
- 27T MAY 1930
. BY
T HE HON M*W T SOUTHORN €. M. G.
. COLONIAL SECRETARY

FAEFFTBIFALL ]I # A Fin BE (FAEAL T ERE A5 FR -
Foundation Stone, laid in 1930 by The Honourable Mr. Wilfrid Thomas Southorn,
of Kowloon Union Church, No. 4 Jordon Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong.
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